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CONCLUSIONS 

 

On the occasion of the 4th Annual Dialogue on the Multi-level Protection and 
Promotion of Fundamental Rights, taking place in Brussels on 24 September 2012, 
the Committee of the Regions and the European Union Agency for Fundamental 
Rights (FRA): 

 

• Stress that fully respecting, protecting and promoting fundamental rights is 
among the most important duties of the European Union's institutions and 
bodies, the Member States, and local and regional authorities, and 
concerns both elected representatives and officials; 

• Highlight that the fundamental rights guaranteed in the EU Charter must 
be at the centre of EU policies and legislative developments, notably 
through the development of the area of freedom, security and justice; 
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• Recall that the local and regional dimension is crucial to the fulfilment of 
the EU goals in the field of fundamental rights, given the specific key 
responsibilities of the actors on these levels in respecting, protecting and 
promoting fundamental rights and their pivotal role as frontline providers of 
essential services as well as information related to fundamental rights; 

 

On this basis and with a view to the discussions that will be held at the FRA’s annual 
Fundamental Rights Conference on 6–7 December 2012 in Brussels, the CoR 
members and the FRA:  

 

• Recognise that in the current economic and social context the existence of 
legal aid and assistance and the availability of alternative dispute 
resolution, such as mediation, and non-judicial redress mechanisms, 
including Equality bodies, National Human Rights Institutions, 
Ombudsperson institutions, are vital to ensure equal and uninhibited 
access to justice for all; 

• Highlight the range of practical solutions that have been found for ensuring 
access to justice for all, for example through organisations supported by 
local and regional authorities or the voluntary sector that aid the smooth 
functioning of the justice systems; call for initiatives that facilitate the 
cross-border exchange of such practices; 

• Stress their commitment to contribute to removing legal and practical 
obstacles that make it difficult or impossible for individuals, especially for 
the most vulnerable ones, to have access to justice;  

• Call on all levels of governance to take into account the impact of austerity 
measures on the fundamental right of access to justice and to explore 
innovative solutions for improving access to justice mechanisms, such as 
e-justice;  

• Consider that effective cooperation on access to justice at local, regional, 
national and EU level, such as coordination between local and regional 
mediators or knowledge sharing on redress mechanisms should be 
promoted; highlight the key role of the FRA in developing knowledge and 
fostering the exchange of expertise on methods of implementing 
fundamental rights across different levels of governance;  

• Stress their commitment to developing a culture of multi-level respect, 
protection and promotion of rights, notably by working together to engage 
all levels of governance and to sensitise local and regional authorities 
throughout the EU to foster the right to access justice which is essential to 
ensuring that fundamental rights are enforced in practice; 
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• Therefore call on the EU and the Member States to work in partnership 
with local and regional authorities and civil society when developing and 
promoting new tools that ensure access to justice; 

• Highlight that actions supported through the current and future EU Funds 
including those in the area of freedom, security and justice, such as the 
Rights and Citizenship Programme, the Justice Programme, the Internal 
Security Fund and the Asylum and Migration Fund, need to take into 
account the need to ensure access to justice for all. 
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