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2010wasinvariouswaysawatershedyearinfundamentalrightsintheEuropeanUnion(EU).Forinstance,thecommonly
agreedEUrulesonfreemovementandnon-discriminationwereintensivelydiscussed,notablyinthecontextoftherights
ofpersonsbelongingtominoritiessuchastheRoma.Thissetaclearpoliticalsignalasregardsthelegallybindingcharacter
oftheCharterofFundamentalRightsoftheEuropeanUnionwhenimplementingEUlaw.

ThisannualreportoftheEuropeanUnionAgencyforFundamentalRights(FRA)coversthemaineventsanddevelopments
intheareaoffundamentalrightsintheEUduring2010.Itisdifferentfrompreviousannualreportsbothincontentand
form.AsitsnewtitleFundamental rights: challenges and achievementssignals,thisannualreportprovidesareviewof
themainfundamentalrightsdevelopmentsandeventsintheEUin2010.Eachsuccessiveannualreportwillincreasingly
allowfortheidentificationoftrendsinanareabuiltonthecommonvaluesthatformthebasisoftheprocessofEuropean
integrationandtheMemberStates’constitutionaltraditions.

TheannualreportencompassesthefullrangeoffundamentalrightsissuescoveredbythescopeoftheFRAmandate.It
looksatdevelopmentsatbothEuropeanaswellasnationallevel,alsotakingintoaccountinternationalstandards.Various
institutionsandmechanisms,suchasthoseestablishedbytheCouncilofEurope,continuetoprovidevaluableinformation
forthisreport.

WewouldliketothankthemembersoftheFRAManagementBoardfordiligentlyoverseeingtheprocessofcompleting
theAnnualReportandtheFRAScientificCommitteeforthevaluableadvicetheyprovidetoguaranteethesoundnessof
thisimportantFRAreport.SpecialthanksgototheNationalLiaisonOfficerswhocommentedonadraftofthisreport,
therebyimprovingitsqualityandensuringcorrectfactualinformationatEUMemberStatelevel.

WealsotakethisopportunitytothankthestaffoftheFRAfortheircommitmentandhardworkonthisandalltheother
FRAreportsduringtheyear.
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