
 

 

 

 

Working group II:  
Reflecting remembrance in human rights 
education and training 

ABOUT 

 

The European Union is built on fundamental values such as freedom, democracy and respect 

for human rights. In order to fully appreciate their meaning, it is necessary to remember the 

breaches of those principles caused in Europe – and to learn from them. History has taught 

us: to look forward we must look back. Learning from the past, understanding causes and 

effects, and raising awareness about these issues can make an important contribution to help 

to prevent such crimes in the future. This is true regardless of the always specific national 

contexts and different experiences across the different countries. In this way, people today 

can learn to understand the consequence of choices they make for themselves and wider 

society.  

 

This working group will therefore look at the understanding of what shared memory can 

mean, and how it is possible to arrive to European reconciliation, while at the same time 

acknowledging victims of discriminatory crimes of the past. It will look into patterns of the 

past, to learn from them to understand the present and to prevent hate crimes for the future. 

Finally, it aims to collect concrete promising practices, initiatives, and ways forward. 

 

CHAIRED BY:  

 

Pavel Tychtl is Policy Officer at the DG Communication of the 

European Commission, where he has been responsible for the 

remembrance activities organised by the Commission since 2005 and 

is managing the Remembrance Action of "Europe for Citizens" 

programme. Previously, Mr Tychtl was Director of the European 

Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE) and worked with the Czech 

Academy of Sciences. He has also experience in the voluntary sector, 

where he worked as director of the Czech Organisation for Aid to 

Refugees. Mr Tychtl holds a degree sociology and social history at 

Charles University in Prague and New School for Social Research in 

New York. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

Jana Havlikova, Head of the Development and Public Relations department, Jewish Museum 

Prague, Czech Republic 

Rafał Rogulski, Director, European Network Remembrance and Solidarity 

Abdool Karim Vakil, Department of History, King's College London; and Chair of the 

Research and Documentation Committee, Muslim Council of Britain, United Kingdom 

Maciej Zabierowski, Education and New Media Manager, Auschwitz Jewish Center, Poland 

 

 

FACILITATORS: 

Waltraud Heller, Head of Sector Communication and Outreach, Communication department, 

FRA 

Miltos Pavlou, Programme Manager – Social Research, Freedoms and Justice Department, 

FRA 

Geraldine Guille, National Liaison Officers Network Coordinator, Communication 

department, FRA 

 

 

GUIDING QUESTIONS: 

 

 Understanding the past to help the present 

o What key events in 20th century European history should we remember and 

why? 

 

o What possible common elements or similar patterns can we identify? Can we 

relate these common elements or patters in the context of today’s democratic 

situation in Europe?  

 

 Exploring the role of human rights education and training programmes 

o How can remembering mechanisms of past atrocities contribute to 

understanding the present and prevent future hate motivated crimes? What 

are key challenges?  

 

o What are current human right education and training programme practices in 

national systems? How effective are these practices? What improvements or 

new opportunities should be explored? 

  



 

 

 

 

FRA WORK ON THE SUBJECT 

 

 FRA Handbook: Human rights education at Holocaust memorial sites across the 

European Union: An overview of practices (2011) 

 

 Report: Human rights education at Holocaust memorial sites across the European 

Union: An overview of practices (2011) 

 

 Report and summary report: Discover the past for the future – The role of historical 

sites and museums in Holocaust education and human rights education in the EU 

(2010) 

 

 Online toolkit on the Holocaust and Human Rights Education in the EU 

(http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/toolkit-holocaust-education/index.htm) 

 

http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/toolkit-holocaust-education/index.htm

