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7th Fundamental Rights Platform meeting 

CONFERENCE SUMMARY 

10-11 April 2014 

Report compiled by FRA and FRP Advisory Panel 

This year’s FRA annual Fundamental Rights Platform (FRP) meeting focused on “Future fundamental 

rights priorities in the area of freedom, security and justice – The contribution of civil society”. The 

event brought together around 200 civil society organisations, to discuss what and how civil society 

could contribute to making fundamental rights a reality for everyone. Throughout the meeting, FRA 

invited everyone to participate, so that every voice could contribute to the meeting outcomes. 

 

Participants had decided via an online survey prior to the meeting which topics they thought should be 

discussed in working groups. Those discussions saw a vibrant exchange on what the main challenges are, 

what works already, what we can learn from the success factors that make good practices work, and what 

would be important next steps to take and by whom. 

As in past years, civil society organisations were also invited to host their own sessions in “The floor is 

yours”. 21 sessions covered a broad variety of topics, which will also feed into the final meeting report. All 

meeting outcomes will be compiled into a final report, which will be handed over to the Council of the EU in 

early May. 

During the meeting, a new FRP Advisory Panel was also elected, to help steer the FRP in the next two years. 

There was also an open day at FRA in the morning of 10 April, where registered event participants were able 

to discuss with FRA experts issues of mutual interest. 

https://email.fra.europa.eu/owa/Waltraud.HELLER@fra.europa.eu/redir.aspx?C=0d9039c193cd44b8a8725c98cb79d5e5&URL=http%3a%2f%2ffra.europa.eu%2fen%2fevent%2f2014%2f7th-fundamental-rights-platform-meeting
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/frp-2014-working_groups-overview_0.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2014/7th-fundamental-rights-platform-meeting?tab=floor-is-yours
http://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2014/7th-fundamental-rights-platform-meeting?tab=floor-is-yours
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Why is it important for us to be here? 

Statement of individual and collective purpose 

 

"Europe vs Facebook" - What 

can civil society contribute? 

Max Schrems, a PhD 

student and founder of the 

data protection NGO 

“Europe vs. Facebook, gave 

his personal perspective on 

what what he considered to 

be a recipe for success for 

civil society. This included: 

 having a cause relevant 

to a lot of people; 

 maintaining trust by 

never making claims they could not back up;  

 being modest, 

 asking for basic compliance with laws;  

 being persistent and not giving up; 

  having a good story and working with media.  

As a result, he was proud to say he had made a difference 

having managed to achieve 10% of what they asked for 

from Facebook such as changes to data protection 

policies, turning off facial recognition worldwide and the 

deletion of data. “Not bad for a couple of students,” he 

concluded. 

Fundamental Rights –  

the way ahead 

FRA Director Morten 

Kjaerum highlighted the 

relevance of the 

Fundamental Rights 

Platform in helping to 

map the future for 

fundamental rights. He 

underlined the 

importance of this 

debate now, in light of 

the European Parliament elections, a new European 

Commission in autumn, new strategic priorities for 

justice and home affairs, and the EU’s accession to the 

European Convention on Human Rights. He gave real 

life examples of the challenges Europe currently faces. 

But he also acknowledged the many fundamental rights 

achievements. He suggested how fundamental rights 

could be better safeguarded. These included:  

 ensuring that legislation respects, protects and 

promotes fundamental rights;  

 increasing rights awareness;  

“To find allies to create change 

together” 

“Represent the unrepresentable” 

“Networking & new ideas” 

“To build bridges and create 

synergies” 

“To protect the most vulnerable” 

“Let migrants speak for 

themselves” 

“Set up a human rights platform 

in Malta” 

https://email.fra.europa.eu/owa/redir.aspx?C=608113e4b8354022a59b732ac0a0e756&URL=http%3a%2f%2feurope-v-facebook.org%2f
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 ensuring all actors work together when implementing 

fundamental rights, and  

 developing mutual legal trust.  

In the spirit of the old African proverb “If you want to go 

fast, go alone - If you want to go far, go together”, he 

closed his speech by calling on civil society organisations 

at the FRP meeting to share with FRA over the two days 

their concerns, promising practices and suggestions how 

they can help move fundamental rights forward across 

the EU. FRA will compile these suggestions and take 

them to EU Council of Heads of States and Government 

to deliberate on in June. 

Panel debate – What next for 

fundamental rights in the EU? 

Following the keynote speeches, a panel discussion 

composed of policymaking and civil society 

representatives discussed key issues for fundamental 

rights and cooperation between different sets of actors 

working in the field of human rights.   

 

There was a focus on the effective implementation of 

existing legislation and better cooperation, which 

became a recurrent theme throughout the conference. The 

discussion of the EU’s future justice and home affairs 

framework was also seen as being important. Civil 

society as well as FRA call on the EU to commit to an 

internal human rights strategy. 

Kosmas Boskovits, Chair of the Hellenic Presidency of 

the Council of the EU’s Working Party on Fundamental 

Rights, Citizens Rights and Free Movement of Persons 

(FREMP), had warm words for participants, saying: 

“Civil society helped us at FREMP to shape our 

priorities.”  

Salla Saastamoinen, Head of Unit DG Justice 

Fundamental Rights and Union Citizenship, said: “You 

are closest to what is happening in the Member States 

and sometimes see what we miss at the EU level.” 

Speaking next, Natacha Kazatchkine, Senior Executive 

Officer, European Institutions Office, Amnesty 

International, said: “With the EU’s future JHA strategy 

currently under discussion, it is a good time to draw 

attention to human rights and speak openly about what is 

needed.” She added that civil society must be included in 

the discussion, not just for the sake of legitimacy, but to 

make use of the expertise of civil society organisations.  

Finally, Rosemary Byrne, Associate Professor of 

International and Human Rights Law, Trinity College 

Dublin and Chairperson of the FRA Scientific 

Committee, said that although civil society is not always 

listened to, it does have an increasing voice.“In times of 

austerity, all our means of being effective are being 

curtailed. We need to collaborate.” 

 

 

 

 

Panel debate key messages: 

“Civil society should not be invited for legitimacy, but 

for our expertise.” 

“We need to be persistent, ambitious and patient.” 

“We want human rights to be invited to the table [in 

the area of freedom, security and justice]” 



 

4 

 

 

FRP working groups 

 

 

 

Across the various working groups some of the challenges that emerged were:  

 Lack of funding and capacity of CSOs 

 Lack of political will 

 Lack of proper legislation 

 Lack of implementation 

 Lack of cooperation between institutions 

 Lack of training/ support material 

 

In order to discuss how civil society could best 

contribute to making fundamental rights a reality in 

the area of freedom, security and justice, specific 

topics were discussed in 12 working groups, in the 

afternoon of Day 1. Working group topics had been 

decided by meeting participants, via an online 

survey, out of a choice of 24 different topics. 

Topics discussed included issues such as hate 

crime, monitoring and data collection, funding of 

civil society organisations and their work, and how 

to cooperate between the different fundamental 

rights players in order to achieve impact. 

There were no presentations; rather, participants 

were invited to contribute with their expertise to 

the discussions, which identified key challenges in 

a given area, what works and what are the success 

factors, and what would be good next steps to take 

and by whom. 

http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/frp-2014-working_groups-overview_0.pdf
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Exhibition and recap of day 1 

                                                    

Distilling the information        Feeding the information back to conference participants 

When looking across all groups to identify what works and what are the success factors, common themes 

emerged that included:  

 Cooperation with agencies, CSOs and with multipliers such as the media 

 Practical and involving the audience 

 Engagement of institutions in terms of legislation and practical support (e.g. training)  

 Monitoring 

This led to concrete suggestions about what would be good in terms of next steps: and by insitutions such as: 

By civil society -  

 Monitoring/ data collection 

 Cooperation among CSOs and with other players 

 Strategic litigation 

By institutions - 

 FRA building web platforms and toolkits (e.g. rights awareness, funding) 

 Filling legislative gaps and implementation of existing standards 

 Trainings and formal education (e.g. financing capacity building) 

 Engaging CSOs in policy making 

 Cooperation of EU institutions with national institutions/ among international institutions 
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The Floor is Yours 

What are civil societies’ concerns and contributions for making 

fundamental rights a reality in the area of freedom, security and 

justice? 

It has become a standing feature at the FRP meetings, that the FRA opens a space for civil society organisations to 

host their own sessions. 21 organisations stepped forward to host a wide variety of topics, on the morning of day2. 

Very engaged discussions happened around the different issues, which will all be summarised in the final report. 

What is emerging? 

Risk factors: 

 Lack of dialogue 

 Lack of data 

 Lack of coordination 

 Lack of respect for everyone 

 .... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the success factors? 

Success factors: 

 Co-creation/ involvement 

 Open-minded dialogue 

 Finding common ground 

 Better focused strategies 

 ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2014/7th-fundamental-rights-platform-meeting?tab=floor-is-yours
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FRP Advisory Panel elections 

New FRP Advisory Panel Members  

A new Advisory Panel was elected, to support FRA for the 

coming two years. Three more members will be appointed 

by the FRA Director to ensure the Advisory Panel is gender 

balanced and reflects a diverse selection of civil society 

organisations and nationalities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tove Linnea BRANDVIK European Network on Independent Living (ENIL) 

Valentín GONZÁLEZ 
Movement against Intolerance (and ENAR – European Network Against 

Racism) (missing on photo) 

Pablo ROJAS COPPARI 
Migrant Rights Centre Ireland (and PICUM - the Platform for International 

Cooperation for Undocumented Migrants) 

Sanja SARNAVKA Human Rights House Zagreb 

Luciano SCAGLIOTTI 
Centro d'Iniziativa per l'Europa (CIE) del Piemonte 

Marianne SCHULZE Austrian League of Human Rights 

Previous Advisory Panel 

On behalf of the agency, FRA Director Morten Kjaerum: “I want to thank the outgoing Advisory Panel because 

without the Advisory Panel, we would simply not have been able to keep the momentum between now and the next 

year or previous years. So this continuation, this advice, and this engagement on where it is that we should actually 

get deeper into particular issues or address particular groups of organisations is particularly welcome. So thanks a 

lot from my side as well and I of course very much look forward to working with the new panel.” 

Jamie BOLLING European Network on Independent Living (ENIL) 

Dominika BYCHAWSKA Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 

Roger KISKA Alliance Defence Fund 

Allan LEAS European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE) 

Evelyne PARADIS 
ILGA-Europe 

Catherine LYNCH Irish Network Against Racism (ENAR Ireland) 

Elisabeta KITANOVIC Conference of European Churches (CEC) 

Klaus LÖRCHER European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) 

Sara GIMÉNEZ Fundación Secretariado Gitano 
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Closing speech 

FRA Director Morten Kjaerum closed the conference with a speech in which he summed up some of the common 

themes that ran through many of the discussions. The first of these was the constructive atmosphere, whether the talks 

were in the plenary, the working groups, the ‘floor is yours’ sessions or during the coffee breaks. Another was the 

sense of co-creation. That so many civil society organisations can build up positive outcomes together; in cooperation 

with FRA; and with human rights actors from the EU. Implementation of existing legislation and the issue of funding 

for the civil society sector were the final topics mentioned. In closing, he said that FRA intends to take its work with 

civil society to a next level, after 7 years of building up the FRP. One of the next steps will therefore be to enlarge the 

dialogue beyond this group, and hold a full week of human rights dialogue in Vienna in 2015, among all relevant 

human rights players, from international and national policy 

makers to specialised institutions and civil society, and also 

including the private sector. FRA is currently developing this 

idea and will be looking for input from civil society in this 

endeavour. 

FRP ‘take home’ messages 

 

 

FRA ‘Harvesting’ Team: Wal Heller, James Ede, Anne Madsen, Catherine Lynch, Dominika Bychawska-Siniarska, 

Tara Morris, Katya Andrusz, Alison Taylder (11 April 2014) 

“I wish us all the persistence, ambition and 

patience needed to take our work forward!” 

Watch this space: Possible Fundamental Rights Forum in Vienna combining the best of the Fundamental Rights 

Platform meeting with the FRA Fundamental Rights Conference. Still under discussion. Tentative date: June 2015 


