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Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
I am grateful to the Hellenic Presidency and the FRA for organizing this very 

important follow up seminar on how to combat hate crime effectively by 

encouraging reporting and improving reporting.  

FRA’s considerable body of work on hate crime culminated in its 2013 Fundamental 

rights conference in Vilnius last November. The outcomes of that conference fed 

directly into the Council conclusion on combating hate crime in the EU adopted in 

December last year. Let me use this opportunity to congratulate FRA on the 

important achievements by giving victims a face and a voice. Their European wide 

surveys on targeted groups like LGBT, Roma, violence against women  and on anti-

Semitism are groundbreaking and give us the facts that we need to raise these 

issues to the highest political level.  

The EEA and Norway grants and the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs have 

been happy to contribute financially to this conference as well as to the conference 

held in Vilnius last year. Having signed a framework agreement with FRA we now 

stand ready to work with FRA and member states who want to participate in the 

possible establishment of a working group on combating hate crime during this 

conference. Although not a member of the European Union – Norway works closely 

with 16 EU member states under the EEA and Norway grant scheme and this is a 

tool most relevant and efficient to promote networking on best practices within 

fundamental rights and freedoms. We actively support HR networking and 

cooperation with civil society as well as strengthening democratic institutions and 

the rule of law. We also fund programmes on reform within the judiciary, police 
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training, awareness raising, as well as programmes within culture and education to 

foster inclusive societies and fight against discrimination and marginalisation.  

Civil society can play a key role in making victims more visible in the society they 

live and to create a platform whereby to engage authorities and the public at large 

to react and take a stand and to be aware of the victims and their plight.  

In Greece for instance, we work with the Bodoussaki Foundation, in Poland with 

the Batory foundation and in Portugal with the Gulbenkian foundation to promote 

strong civil society engagement in promoting tolerant and inclusive societies.   

Although the primary responsibility to combat hate crimes lies with local and 

national authorities, many institutions and participants present here today are 

essential for a successful strategy and list of measures needed to combat hate 

crime in Europe.  

We look forward to listening to all the expertise present here and work with you to 

achieve the stated aim of the conference  -  to identify the success factors of 

practices that have proved effective regarding reporting and recording.  

We know from the FRA Vilnius conference and the work of OSCE and the ODIHR that 

specialised training of law enforcement agencies are crucial in combating hate 

crime.  Through the EEA and Norway grants Norway is actively supporting 

initiatives within this field and welcome ideas on how this can be improved and 

expanded.  

As has been said repeatedly - Victims of hate crime suffer themselves – of course - 

but the very specificity of hate is the message it sends to the victims’ 

surroundings, the relatives, the friends, and the community. It is contagious and 

undermine our core European values. The Council of Europe is doing essential work 

in preventing hate crime through fostering societies of tolerance and education in 

HR. The EEA and Norway grants have joined the Council of Europe in their European 

initiative; the No Hate speech movement - as hate crime often thrives on ideas of 

extremism and exclusion we need to work on many levels – including our own 

political rhetoric and the language we use and accept in the public sphere including 

on the internet. 
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Looking forward to being with you today and hopefully be inspired. 

Thank you for your attention! 
 

Pls see a fact sheet on EEA and Norway grants in your folder. 
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