
Legal Aid – The Law and Procedure in Cyprus 

 

--------- --------- 

 

Τhe Rule of Law is the cornerstone on which the Republic of Cyprus is based upon. 

Without a strong system of justice the rule of law would be compromised and without 

the rule of law we would not have the rights and liberties we all enjoy. The rule of law 

is meaningful only, if, there is equal access to the courts. That means legal aid, public 

funding to provide necessary help for those who cannot afford the cost of legal 

services. 

  

The right to access to court is one of the components of the right to fair trial protected 

by Article 6 of the European Convention on Human Rights. It is established by the 

caselaw of the European Court of Human Rights that the right to access to court is an 

inherent part of the fair trial guarantees provided by the Article 6. 

  

From a human rights perspective, the provision of legal services for the poor, can be 

seen as an affirmation of, and a means by, which to strengthen the rights of the poor 

to recognition by and equality before the law. 

  

The constitution of Cyprus safeguards fundamental rights and liberties. 

It was stressed in a number of cases before the courts that respect for human rights is 

owed by the State as well as everybody else, and that they are universal in character. 

They operate erga omnes horizontally across the social board (Police v. Georghiades  

1983 (2) CLR 33). 

 

 

 In the case of Yiallouros v. Nicolaou (2001)1 CLR 558 the Supreme Court held that a 

breach of a fundamental right or liberty of the individual, safeguarded by the code of 

Human Rights, enshrined in the Constitution, confers per se a right of action against 

the wrongdoer, be it the State or a fellow human being. The person whose 

fundamental right is violated may claim any appropriate remedy known to the law 

including compensation. 
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The above cases were decided a decade and more, before Cyprus enters the 

European Union.  Two years earlier that is in 2002 the legal aid Law of 2002 

(N.165(I)/2002) which provides that Legal Aid includes advice, assistance and 

representation. 

  

Legal aid shall be granted in 

• Criminal proceedings before a court, against any person, for an offence that 

he may have committed in violation of any legislative provision, for which an 

imprisonment sentence is provided for exceeding one year and includes 

preliminary interrogation and every other stage of interrogation or other 

procedure taking place before the commencement of subsequent criminal 

proceedings that relate to it; 

• Criminal proceedings lodged by any person, where the offence in 

examination concerns determined violations of human rights. 

• Civil proceedings before a court, at any stage, lodged against the Republic 

for damages sustained by a person due to determined violations of human 

rights; or 

• Civil proceedings lodged outside the Republic, and will include only advice. 

• Proceedings raised in respect to family relations on the basis of a provision 

of bilateral or multilateral treaties to which the Republic has acceded; or 

• Proceedings concerning parental care, alimony, recognition of child, 

adoption, proprietary relations of spouses and any other marital or family 

dispute. 

• Legal aid will also be granted in transboundary civil and commercial cases 

• Legal aid is also granted to asylum seekers for filling a recourse in the 

Supreme Court against the rejection of his application for asylum. In this 
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case legal aid is limited only to the first instance jurisdiction and does not 

extend to the filing of an appeal. 

• Legal aid is granted also, for filing a recourse against revocation of the 

status of refugee. In this case also, legal aid is not granted for appeal. 

• With a recent amendment legal aid is now granted to illegal immigrants for 

the filing of a recourse in the Supreme Court. 

 

In cases of asylum seekers and illegal emigrants before the application for legal 

aid is granted the court has to examine the reasonable prospects of success of 

the proceedings.   

 

The proceedings are quite simple.  When an application of legal aid is filed, a 

notification to appear, is given to the Attorney General, who is the legal advisor of 

the State.  Leave is granted, provided a Welfare’s report, concerning the financial 

and social status of the applicant, justifies it.   

 

I have been informed that the 2013 budget already submitted to the House of 

Representatives for approval does not include any decrease in the amount 

specified for the legal aid.   

 

 

        Costas Pamballis, 

         Justice 

 


