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I. STRUCTURE INDICATORS

	Structure indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Has [country] ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 29? Please give details of any reservation.
	1 Mar 2010
 

	Has [country] ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 12? Please give details of any reservation.
	1 Mar 2010
 


	Has [country] ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 9? Please give details of any reservation.
	1 Mar 2010


	Please indicate the legislation which applies to European Parliament and municipal elections in your country. Please highlight possible amendments in view of the 2014 European Parliament elections.

Does the same law apply for national, federal, local and regional elections, and referendums?
	-The Constitution of the Republic of Latvia states that every citizen of Latvia has the right, as provided for by law, to participate in the work of the State and of local government, and to hold a position in the civil service. 
Local governments shall be elected by Latvian citizens and citizens of the European Union who permanently reside in Latvia. Every citizen of the European Union who permanently resides in Latvia has the right, as provided by law, to participate in the work of local governments. The working language of local governments is the Latvian language.
  

-The Law on Elections of the Republic City Council and Municipality Council determines the procedure of the municipal elections in Latvia.
 

-The Elections to the European Parliament Law determines the procedure of the elections to the European Parliament.
 
Since the entry into force of the Amendments to the Elections to the European Parliament Law on the 11th of January 2013 (adopted on the 13th of December 2012) the length of time prior to the elections when the parties’ election programmes, candidate lists and information about the candidates should be available at the polling stations, has been reduced from 10 to five days.
 

-The Saeima Election Law determines the procedure of the national (parliamentary) elections in Latvia.
 

-The Law on National Referendums, Legislative Initiatives and European Citizens’ Initiative determines the procedure of referenda in Latvia.
 

	Is there a requirement under law to register to vote? If so, please specify the relevant legislation.
	Article 2 of the Electoral Register Law
 provides for the registration of persons who have the right to vote in the Republic of Latvia in accordance with the Elections to the European Parliament Law and the City, County and Parish Council Election Law. 
The Central Electoral Commission is responsible for methodological management and supervision of the operation of the Register, while the Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs processes and maintains the information included in the Register (Article 3).

The registration of voters is automatic, on the basis of updated information of the Registry of Residents, maintained by the Office for Citizenship and Migration Affairs. The Electoral Register Law regulates the procedures whereby the information about the voters residing in electoral districts is updated and requested for the purposes of the Electoral Register.
 

Persons with disabilities who wish to vote outside the polling station must submit a written application for in-home voting during the period which starts five days prior the day of elections and ends at noon at the day of the elections; applications submitted after noon can only be satisfied if the district Electoral Commission sees an opportunity to bring the designated ballot box to the residency of the applicant before the end of the voting.

	Is there any limitation foreseen by law which could affect the right of persons with disabilities to vote in European Parliament and municipal elections? Please give details of any restrictions on the right to vote of persons with disabilities, including any link between a particular type of impairment (e.g. psychosocial/intellectual disability) or substituted decision making (e.g. loss of legal capacity, placement under guardianship)and the right to vote in elections.

Does the same law regarding voting rights apply for national, local/regional elections and referendums?
	Electoral legislation prohibits the right to vote in cases where a judgement declared a person’s legal incapacity. 

Amendments to Section 3561 of the Civil Law (Civillikums) made on 29 November 2012 envisage that "the person shall not be deprived of personal non-material rights", which also means that persons deprived of legal capacity shall not be denied the right to vote.
 The amendments are in force since the 1st of January 2013. However, the relevant provisions of Latvia's electoral legislation have not been fully brought in line with the amendments to the Civil Law (Civillikums). 
The Law on Elections to the European Parliament (Eiropas Parlamenta vēlēšanu likums) was amended to exclude the restriction on voting rights of persons deprived of legal capacity.
 
However, the Saeima Election Law (Saeimas vēlēšanu likums) (article 2(3)) and the Law on Elections of the Republic City Council and Municipality Council (Republikas pilsētas domes un novada domes vēlēšanu likums) still provide for restrictions and thus the persons deprived of legal capacity are still potentially denied voting rights in national parliamentary and local government (municipality) elections. During 2013, both latter laws underwent amendments,
 yet the issue of persons deprived of legal capacity was overlooked and there is no information about any specific plans to amend them in accordance with the Civil Law (Civillikums).

In practice, an individual with limited legal capacity was included in the voter's register in 2013 following the involvement of the NGO ’Zelda’, which provided consultation and helped in writing a complaint letter. The person participated in municipal elections in 2013.
 The NGO ’Zelda’ also checked that all their other members are included in the voters’ register (both those without full legal capacity and those whose legal capacity was restored).

Additionally, lack of fully ensured accessibility to polling stations as well as lac of ballots in braille may restrict the right to vote of persons with disabilities.

	Is there legislation in place regulating how people living in long-term institutions may vote?
	According to the First Paragraph of article 24 of the Saeima Election Law, and the Second paragraph of  Article 32 of the Law on Elections of the Republic City Council and Municipality Council, voting outside the polling stations is only permited if the voter is not able to visit the polling station due to health reasons (including disability).
 
In this case, the voter or a person authorised by the voter, shall submit a written application to the election commission, which is registered in a special register; the written application for in-home voting should be submitted during the period which starts five days prior the day of elections and ends at noon at the day of the elections; applications submitted after noon can only be satisfied if the district Electoral Commission sees an opportunity to bring the designated ballot box to the residency of the applicant before the end of the voting.
 
On the basis of this application, the election commission organises voting at the location of that voter, ensuring the confidentiality of such voting.
 

Article 28 of the Elections to the European Parliament Law
 also envisages that if due to ill-health, a voter is unable to attend the voting premises, then the voting station commission, based on a written application by such a voter (or his/her authorised person) and filed in a special register, shall arrange voting at the voter's residence and ensure the confidentiality of such voting. The respective person may not be a member of the relevant polling station commission.
As for municipal and national elections, the written application for in-home voting should be submitted during the period which starts five days prior the day of elections and ends at noon at the day of the elections; applications submitted after noon can only be satisfied if the district Electoral Commission sees an opportunity to bring the designated ballot box to the residency of the applicant before the end of the voting. 
Moreover, voting at the voter's residence shall only take place if the voter resides within the territory of the voting station where the data on such a voter is entered.
According to Article 30, if on the day of the elections a voter is in hospital due to his/her health, voting shall be arranged regardless of the voting station where such a voter is registered. In accordance with procedures specified by the Central Election Commission (CEC), a voting station commission of a relevant town/city, county or parish shall provide arrangements for voting in corresponding hospitals located in the relevant town/city, county or parish. Data on voters shall be entered on a separate voters' list.
 

The same is provided in the Law on National Referendum and Initiation of Legislation. 

	Is there a duty under law to provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in voting procedures? For example, is there a duty to provide assistance at the polling station (e.g. braille or large print ballot papers, independent support person to assist with voting chosen by the person with a disability) or to allow for alternative means of voting (e.g. postal ballots, voting in advance, home-based voting, voting at institutions, mobile voting)?
	Persons with disabilities can vote from home or from their residential care institutions. 

Although Latvian electoral legislation contains no provisions on the accessibility at the polling stations for disabled voters, several measures have been taken by the Central Election Commission (CEC) to accommodate such voters. 
Current Latvian legislation does not provide for ballot templates and other measures which could enable the visually impaired, or any disabled person, to cast ballots secretly and independently. The Code of Good Practice in Electoral Matters on the Participation of People with Disabilities in Elections stipulates that “voting procedures and facilities should be accessible to people with disabilities so that they are able to exercise their democratic rights, and allow, where necessary, the provision of assistance in voting, with respect to the principle that voting must be individual.”  
For further information, see the election monitoring report of the OSCE/ODIHR regarding the early Parliamentary elections o the 17th of  September 2011.


	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of internet and web-based information to ensure that public information is subject to accessibility requirements (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)
	According to article 4 paragraph 3 of the Electronic Mass Media Law, the Internet is onsidered as a type of mass media.
 
The Electronic Mass Media Law applies to public and private providers. 
Article 24 paragraph 5 of the Law envisages that the electronic mass media shall develop a publicly available code of conduct where they indicate the measures which facilitate the availability of services for persons with impaired vision or hearing. This is a general provision, which does not assign this responsibility to specific employees nor does it set deadlines. The Law does not specify the accessibility requirements. 

	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of media (including newspapers, TV, radio and internet) to ensure that their information and communications are subject to accessibility requirements?
	The Law "On the Press and Other Mass Media" does not envisage accessibility requirements for the information and communications of the media.
 

Article 24 paragraph 5 of the Electronic Mass Media Law envisages that the electronic mass media shall develop a publicly available code of conduct where they indicate the measures which facilitate the availability of services for persons with impaired vision or hearing.
 
According to the Article 71 of the Law, one of the tasks of the public service remit is to envisage access to certain broadcasts for people with impaired vision and hearing. The Law does not specify the accessibility requirements, timeframe or deadlines.

	Are there mandatory accessibility standards for the construction and significant alternation of national and local authority buildings?
	The accessibility of the environment in construction policy is regulated by the Construction law, which defines “accessibility of the environment.” This law also determines that a structure shall be designed and constructed in order to ensure the accessibility of the environment. 
Currently there are two regulations of the Cabinet of Ministers in force: 
-Regulation of the Cabinet of Ministers No. 567 from the 21st of July 2008
- Regulation of the Cabinet of Ministers No. 102 from the 3d of February 3 2009. 
Chapter 4 of the Regulation of the Cabinet of Ministers No. 567 provides requirements ensuring physical accessibility of public buildings. 
However, these regulations concern only projects of new buildings under construction and existing buildings which are under renovation. It means that still many old buildings where renovation is not planned cammot be fully accessible for persons with severe disabilities.

	Does the law foresee training for election authorities and election officials on non-discrimination on the grounds of disability, accessibility and reasonable accommodation?
	The law does not foresee  training for election authorities and officials on non-discrimination on the grounds of disability, accessibility and reasonable accommodation. 

The Instruction "On the Operation of Polling Station Commissions during the Elections of the City Councils and Municipality Councils", approved by the Decision No 11 of the Central Election Commission on the 6th of March 2013, envisages that the chairperson of the polling station commission shall be responsible for "training and instruction of the members of the polling station commission" (Paragraph Five).
 
There are no specific details on the content of the training and regarding instructions of the members of the polling stations or guidance on how to support persons with disabilities. 
Similarly, the Instruction "On the Operation of Polling Station Commissions during the Saeima Elections" approved by the Decision No 14 of the Central Election Commission on the 3d of June 2010, envisages that the chairperson of the polling station commission shall be responsible for "training and instruction of the members of the polling station commission" (Paragraph Five).
 
Also, Instruction "On the Operation of Polling Station Commissions during the 2009 Elections to the European Parliament and the Elections of the City Councils and Municipality Councils" approved by the Decision No 38 of the Central Election Commission on the 20th of April 2009, envisages that the chairperson of the polling station commission shall be responsible for "training and instruction of the members of the polling station commission" (Paragraph Five).
 

	Does the national strategy/action plan on disability cover the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?
	The Latvian Government has developed draft Guidelines for Implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2014 – 2020.
 These can be regarded as a form of disability strategy or action plan. Amongst the many areas addressed by the Guidelines is the right to civil and political participation. The Guidelines refer to Article 29 CRPD, and note that changes have been made to the Civil Law as of 1 January 2013, regarding legal capacity and accessible polling stations. The Guidelines indicate that the main problems with regard to political participation are that:

· persons with disabilities do not receive sufficient information about the activities of political parties during election times in accessible formats easy language, Braille, audio format, sign language, etc.;

· persons with disabilities may vote only in person at a polling station or at the residence of the person (in the latter case, if person has a mobility impairment), because electronic voting system has not been implemented;

· legislation does not prescribe how assistance is to be provided to a disabled person in the electoral process; and

· a lack of materials for persons with visual disabilities. 

	Are all persons with disabilities, including those who have been deprived of their legal capacity, able to access redress and complaint mechanisms in cases where they have not been able to exercise the right to vote?
	The Central Election Commission (CEC) highlighted that all voters, including persons with disabilities,  have the right to contest the decisions of the CEC or of the district election commissions. 
However, the CEC was not able to inform whether all persons with disabilities are able to access the redress and complaint mechanisms.
 
Following article 32 of the Republican City and Regional Election Commissions and Election Districts Commissions Law
, complaints can be submitted for consideration to the district election commissions and, in case of unsatisfactory answer, appealed to the Central Election Commission (Article 6 of the Law on the Central Election Commission). The decisions of the Central Election Commission can be challenged in front of the Administrative Courts (Article 6 of the Law on the Central Election Commission)
. 

According to the Union of Disabled and their Friends "Apeirons", many people are not aware of this system.



II. PROCESS INDICATORS
	Process indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Do national, regional, local and municipal election authorities have non-discrimination and accessibility action plans and guidelines in place?
	Article 91 of the  Constitution establishes that all human beings in Latvia shall be equal before the law and the courts. Human rights shall be realised without discrimination of any kind. Differentiated attitude is considered discrimination. 

	Are there mechanisms in place to ensure that disabled people’s organisations (DPOs) are consulted and involved in the development of laws and policies in electoral matters? Please give details of the mechanisms through which DPOs are involved.
	One of the ways the disabled people's organisations are consulted and involved in the development of laws and policies in Latvia is through their participation in the work groups and parliamentary committees which develop draft laws and policy documents. 

On the 15th of June 2005, the Cooperation Memorandum between non-governmental organizations and the Cabinet of Ministers was signed.
 By now 352 organisations have signed the Memorandum, including DPOs and organisations working with disability-related issues.

On the 30th of March 2006, the Saeima adopted the "Declaration about the development of a civil society in Latvia and cooperation with non-governmental organisations", aimed to ensure the development of a civil society in Latvia and to improve cooperation between the Saeima and NGOs on the basis of mutual understanding and support and to emphasise the importance of NGO activities in a democratic country. The Saeima has declared its decision to "involve, according to a specific procedure, representatives of NGOs in the work of the Saeima committees and, within the framework of these committees, hear the opinions and suggestions of NGOs and society about the issues within the competence of the relevant committee".

The Cabinet of Ministers Regulations No 300 "Rules of Procedure of the Cabinet of Ministers" adopted on the 7th of April 2009 envisages the involvement of NGOs in policy planning (paragraphs 11, 63.2, 145.15).
 Heads of NGOs have the right to submit a draft planning document, draft legal act or informative statement for consideration at the meeting of the respective Cabinet Committee or Cabinet sitting only via mediation of a Cabinet member who is politically responsible for the respective industry or branch (Paragraph 11). A representative of the Council for Implementation of the Cooperation Memorandum between Non-governmental Organizations and the Cabinet of Ministers can participate in the advisory capacity in the State Secretaries’ meetings (Paragraph 63.2) and in the Cabinet Committee’s Meetings (Paragraph 149.15). 

According to information provided by the Parliamentary Human Rights and Public Affairs Committee, representatives of NGOs representing the interests of disabled people have taken part in the sitting of the Committee on 6 June 2012.
 The meeting was devoted specifically to cooperation with NGOs representing the interests of the disabled persons. The following NGOs participated in the meeting: the Resource Centre for people with mental disability "Zelda", the Union of disabled and their friends "Apeirons", Riga city society "Care Child" and Latvia's Paralympics Committee.
 

Futhermore, the National Disability Council established under the auspices of the Ministry of Welfare is a consultative body, which participates in the development of legal and policy documents pertaining to disability. The Council of Ministers approved the composition of the National Disability Council; among the members of the Council are the representatives of the relevant ministries, the Ombudsman’s Office and other relevant state bodies, as well as several NGOs representing the interests of the disabled
, such as 
-Latvia’s Disability Association; the Union of the Deaf; the Association of the Blind; Association „Care Child"; the Union of disabled and their friends "Apeirons"; Paralympics Committee; the Resource Centre for people with mental disability "Zelda". 

According to the information provided by the Resource Centre for people with mental disability "Zelda", the Ministry of Welfare (MoW) also regularly holds meetings with DPOs, informing them about topical issues, draft laws, and receives the feedback from DPOs. The MoW also invites NGOs to take part in various work groups on new policy documents. Besides, every NGO has an option to be proactive and to submit its opinion without invitation. The Resource Centre for people with mental disability "Zelda" has signed a cooperation agreement with the MoW and is also participates in the work groups with the MoW and the MoJ.
 

According to the Union of Disabled and their Friends "Apeirons", there is an obligation for the state institutions to consult relevant NGOs, yet in practice the true opinion of the NGOs is not reflected; the annotations to the draft laws or policy documents prepared by the state institutions may simply mention that “the consultations have taken place”, without actually reflecting the opinions.
 

	Is training provided to election authorities and election officials on non-discrimination on the grounds of disability, accessibility and reasonable accommodation?
	Disability awareness is included within the training given to members of polling station commissions. 

	Have national judicial redress mechanisms considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	After consultation of the Central Election Commission, the Union of Disabled and their Friends "Apeirons", the Ombudsman’s Office and the Resource Centre for people with mental disability "Zelda", there is no case law or no information is available regarding judicial decisions dealing with the right to political participation of persons with disabilities.
  

The Central Election Commission does not have any information about any judicial decisions dealing with the right to political participation of persons with disabilities. 

Additionally, the Supreme Court case law data base does not provide for the possibility to select case law neither by the criterion ‘disability’ nor by ‘political participation’. The criteria are more general, such as human rights, children’s rights, etc.


	Have national non-judicial redress mechanisms (e.g. National Human Rights Institutions, Equality Bodies, Ombuds institutions) considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	According to legislation, the Ombudsman's Office considers the applications of persons about human rights violations, including restrictions or violations of the rights to political participation. 
The Ombudsman's Office has not received any complaints about the violations or restrictions of the right to political participation of persons with disability.
 
Additionally, nor the Central Election Commission, nor the Union of Disabled and their Friends "Apeirons" have information about any decisions by non-judicial bodies dealing with the right to political participation of persons with disabilities.


	Is information about how and where to complain in the case of problems with exercising the right to political participation accessible to all persons with disabilities? 
	The Central Election Commission highlighted that all voters, including persons with disabilities have the right to contest the decisions of the CEC or district election commissions; however, the CEC was not able to inform whether all persons with disability have access to information about how and where to complain.

The CEC website (www.cvk.lv) has  an option of a larger font (javascript:switchStyle('large');), as well as easy-language option (http://cvk.lv/pub/public/29838.html), which also includes information materials about elections. There is no other information about CEC's website being accessible to the persons with disabilities or possibility to submit complaints in different formats. There is no information about the accessibility of the information about how to complain to persons with disabilities being available at polling stations. 


III. OUTCOME INDICATORS

	Outcome indicators
	Source and supporting information

	What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent municipal elections and in the 2009 European Parliament elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?

What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent national elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?
	The Central Election Commission does not have information about the voter turnout rate of persons with disabilities in the elections.
 

The votes are counted within the electoral district; there are no legal provisions requiring the counting of votes cast at home or in institutions separately.
 



	How many members of the current national parliament identify as having a disability?
	No official information is available. None of the current MPs has openly declared himself/herself as having a disability.
Additionally, article 2 of the Personal Data Protection Law considers information about the health of the person as sensitive personal data and restricts gathering and processing such information.


	How many members of current municipal governments identify as having a disability?
	No official information is available. According to the information provided by the Latvia's Union of Municipalities, the Union does not have any information about any local government deputies identifying themselves as persons with disability.
 

Additionally, article 2 of the Personal Data Protection Law considers information about the health of the person as sensitive personal data and restricts gathering and processing such information.


	What proportion of polling stations is accessible for persons with disabilities? Please indicate whether polling stations are accessible for all persons with disabilities or for particular impairment groups e.g. persons with visual, hearing, physical impairments etc)
	The polling stations are set up by municipalities, predominantly at schools, public libraries, culture houses, and information about polling stations is forwarded to CEC. There are no criteria used to determine whether a polling station is accessible for persons with disabilities.
 No special equipment for persons with sight or hearing impairments is being used at the polling stations in Latvia.
 
According to information provided by the Central Election Commission (CEC), during the last municipal elections on the 1st of June 2013, out of total 950 polling stations, 447 (47%) were accessible for persons with movement disabilities.

Additionally, in cooperation with the “Easy Language Agency”, easy-to-read information booklets have been published several times, explaining the voting procedures as well as an information leaflet about the possibility to apply for voting at home.
 The booklets and information leaflet were available at the polling stations as well as distributed to social institutions housing people with intellectual disabilities.
 
Some of the materials are available online at the homepage of CEC:

-easy language information booklet: http://cvk.lv/pub/upload_file/Sa10/viegli_lasit/Brosura_viegla_valoda.pdf 
- easy language information leaflet how to apply for voting at home: http://cvk.lv/pub/upload_file/Sa10/viegli_lasit/Info_lapa.pdf


	Does the website to provide instructions for voting and information on candidates run by the ministry responsible for organising elections meet accessibility standards (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)?
	The homepage of the CEC is www.cvk.lv. It features the option to enlarge the letters as well as the easy-to-read section.

The easy-to read section includes information files about: 
(1) What is Central Election Commission? 
(2) What are the district election commissions? 
(3) Parliamentary elections 
(4) Elections to the European Parliament and municipalities. 
The easy-to-read section is accessible at: http://cvk.lv/pub/public/29838.html
There are no other additional measures to meet accessibility standards. 

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has national language subtitles?
	According to information provided by the Latvian Television (LTV), none of the LTV programmes which informed about the candidates and explained the voting procedures had subtitles. However, the LTV broadcast informative videoclips prepared by the Central Election Commission about the voting time, the work of electoral districts, possibilities to apply for voting at home, as well as other information used infographics and typed text.

-Videoclips about the municipal elections are available at http://cvk.lv/pub/public/30584.html 

-Videoclips about elections to the 10th Saeima (Parliament) are available at  http://cvk.lv/pub/public/29689.html 

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has audio description?
	According to information provided by the Latvian Television (LTV), the LTV does not have the practice of preparing and broadcasting programmes with audio descriptions.
For the persons with visual impairments, the CEC records in the audio format information about the candidate lists and election programmes. The audiofiles, starting from the 9th Saeima (Parliament) elections are available on the homepage of CEC
: 

-http://cvk.lv/pub/public/29690.html

-http://cvk.lv/pub/public/28712.html

-http://cvk.lv/pub/public/30158.html

-http://cvk.lv/pub/public/29378.html

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has sign language interpretation?
	According to the information provided by the Latvian Television (LTV), the LTV broadcasts all main programmes which provide information about the election candidates and analyse pre-election programmes of the candidate lists with sign language.
 LTV also prepared and broadcast a series of pre-election discussions "Choose the Future!" live with surdotranslation.

Furthermore, for the Parliament elections in 2010, the Central Election Commission implemented a special project for the hearing impaired voters: information about the candidate lists and election programmes was translated into Latvian sign language.
 
Links to the videos about the candidate lists and programmes for the 10th Parliament election and election to the European Parliament with sign language interpretation are available on the homepage of CEC: 

-http://cvk.lv/pub/public/29699.html

-http://cvk.lv/pub/public/29402.html

	How many political parties, out of the total who participated in the most recent European Parliament and municipal elections, made their manifesto/campaign material accessible to persons with disabilities (e.g. large print, braille, easy-to-read, audio versions etc)?
	Programmes of the political parties participating in the most recent European Parliament elections were available in audio format.
 The audio versions of the party programmes can be found on the homepage of the CEC: http://cvk.lv/pub/public/29378.html 

During the last municipal election, there we 12 parties competing in the elections to the Riga City Council; in other 118 municipalities, the number of competing parties differed.
 Only one party (Green and Farmers Union) provided its programme also in audio format.


	What proportion of public authority national and municipal buildings is accessible to persons with disabilities?
	According to information provided by the Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia on 29 July 2013, the CSB does not have information about accessibility of the public authority national and municipal buildings to persons with disabilities.


	How many complaints related to infringements of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities were recorded in 2012? What proportion of these complaints were successful?
	The Central Election Commission did not receive any complaints related to infringements of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities.
 

According to information provided by the Parliamentary Human Rights and Public Affairs Committee, it received no complaints related to infringements of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities in 2012.

The Union of Disabled and their Friends "Apeirons" received no complaints about the infringements of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities.

In 2012, the Resource Centre for people with mental disability "Zelda" provided three consultations on the issues related to participation: 
-the right to naturalise for a person deprived of the legal capacity (unsuccessful); 
-the right to membership in an NGO of a person deprived of the legal capacity; 
-one oral consultation to the Ombudsman’s Office on a case of a municipal deputy (a person with mental disability) being fired from the job because the person created an adverse environment for the others (the outcome of the case is unknown). 

Furthermore, during the first half of 2013, "Zelda" provided assistance in one case related to participation: the person with limited legal capacity was not included in the voters’ registry for the local government (municipal) elections.Following "Zelda"’s involvement (consultation and help in writing a complaint letter), the person was included into the voters’ registry and participated in elections. Zelda also checked that all its other members are included in the voters’ registry (both those without full legal capacity and those whose legal capacity was restored).
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