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I. STRUCTURE INDICATORS
	Structure indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Has [country] ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 29? Please give details of any reservation.
	18 Feb 2010



	Has [country] ratified the CRPD without a reservation or declaration to Article 12? Please give details of any reservation.
	No, declaration states that legal capacity “may not be restricted except in the conditions and in accordance with the modalities provided for in Article 12 of the Convention”, which it interprets as permitting a judge to deprive a person with a disability of the right to vote.



	Has [country] ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 9? Please give details of any reservation.
	18 Feb 2010



	Please indicate the legislation which applies to European Parliament and municipal elections in your country. Please highlight possible amendments in view of the 2014 European Parliament elections.

Does the same law apply for national, federal, local and regional elections, and referendums?
	1.The Law No. 2005-102 of 11 February 2005 on equal rights and equal opportunities, and the participation and citizenship of persons with disabilities (Loi pour l’égalité des droits et des chances, la participation et la citoyenneté des personnes handicapées)
 provides certain articles relating  directly or indirectly to voting rights:
-Accessibility of buildings (art. 41)

-Accessibility of the online public communication service (art. 47)

-Exercise of the right to vote (articles 72 and 73, amending the Electoral Code, see below: articles L. 57-1 and L. 62-2 of this Code)

-Accessibility of TV programmes (art. 74)

-Recognition of the French Sign Language (Langue des Signes Française) (art. 75)

2. The Electoral Code (Code Electoral)
 regulates the organisation and conduct of national elections in France (with the exception of the presidential election). Some rules are common to all types of elections, while some of them are specific. For instance, municipal elections are covered by articles L. 225, to L. 227, and L. 260 to L. 262.

The only provisions  about the voting rights of people with disabilities are laid down in the Electoral Code, in the part dealing with common rules to elections (Members of Parliament
, departmental and municipal elections):

-Article L. 57-1 regulates the use of voting machines. It states in particular that these machines 'have to allow for an effective independent vote for all categories of disabled electors'.

-Article L. 62-2 states that 'polling stations and voting techniques must be accessible to people with all categories of disabilities, including physical and mental disabilities, under certain conditions laid down by decree'.  

-Article L. 64 provides the possibility for a person with a physical disability to be assisted by an elector of his/her choice in every step of the vote (from the entrance of the polling station to the signature of the ballot paper). 

3. For European Parliament elections, it is one law from 1977 which regulates its organisation
. There is no specific provision in this law about access for disabled persons.

4. One Decree of 20 October 2006, about the right to vote for persons with disabilities (Décret relatif à l’exercice du droit de vote par les personnes handicapées)
, introduced certain articles into the Electoral Code:

-Article D. 56-1 states: 'The polling station premises must be accessible to people with any kind of disability on the election day. Those requiring wheelchair access must be able to enter, circulate and leave the polling station under normal operating conditions, by provision of temporary or permanent accommodation if necessary'.

-Article D. 56-2 states: 'Polling stations must be fitted with at least one booth accessible to wheelchair users'.

-Article D. 56-3 states: 'Ballot boxes must be accessible to wheelchair users'.

-Article D.61-1 states: 'Voting techniques must be accessible to all categories of persons with disabilities. The presiding officer of the polling station is to take any relevant measures to facilitate the independent vote of persons with disabilities'.

Furthermore, the Electoral Code provides the possibility of voting by proxy for people unable to attend the polling station because of their disability (art. 71).

5. Persons under a guardianship or tutelage measure (most of whom have a mental illness/disability) have been allowed to vote since 2009. This was introduced by one Law of 5 March 2007 on the reform of legal protection of [incapacitated] adults (Loi portant réforme de la protection juridique des majeurs)
, which entered into force in 2009. Before this date, they needed judicial authorization to vote. They are now able to vote except if a judge decides, on a doctor’s advice, to remove the right to vote for the person under guardianship or tutelage (art. 12). 
Persons under guardianship or tutelage are not permitted to stand as election candidates (art. 200 of the Electoral Code).

This legislation applies to all elections.   

6. Following the Circular of 2007 dealing with all elections, two Circulars from the Interior Ministry recalled these obligations for the last elections, one for the Presidential election and another for the Parliamentary elections (2012)
. In other words, both Circulars mention the law No. 2005-102 and the articles of the Electoral Code dealing with concrete provisions about the vote of people with disabilities (D. 56-1 to D. 56-3, and 61-1)
. In addition, the Circulars reproduced these provisions with little more details. 

In comparison, the last Circular dealing with the European election in 2009 did not recall specific issues for people with disabilities.
   
Finally, the circular from the Interior minister on the electoral process for every direct election can be accessed through the following link: www.circulaire.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2009/04/cir_3785.pdf

	Is there a requirement under law to register to vote? If so, please specify the relevant legislation.
	According to a legal analysis, there is no such requirement in the French legal system. According to the Electoral Code (art. 11), the registration on the electoral roll is voluntary. It is based on registration as a resident of a city. As seen before, this Code covers Parliament and local elections. 

For non-French EU citizens, they have the right to vote for European Parliament elections (art. 2-2 of the law No. 77-729 governing European elections) and for municipal elections (art. LO227-1 of the Electoral Code) after registration on a supplementary electoral roll (“liste electorale complémentaire”), which is city based. 

	Is there any limitation foreseen by law which could affect the right of persons with disabilities to vote in European Parliament and municipal elections? Please give details of any restrictions on the right to vote of persons with disabilities, including any link between a particular type of impairment (e.g. psychosocial/intellectual disability) or substituted decision making (e.g. loss of legal capacity, placement under guardianship)and the right to vote in elections.

Does the same law regarding voting rights apply for national, local/regional elections and referendums?
	Persons under a guardianship or tutelage measure (most of whom have a mental illness/disability) have been allowed to vote since 2009. This was introduced by one law of 5 March 2007 on the reform of legal protection of [incapacitated] adults (Loi portant réforme de la protection juridique des majeurs)
, which entered into force in 2009. Before this date, they needed judicial authorization to vote. They are now able to vote except if a judge decides, on a doctor’s advice, to remove the right to vote for the person under guardianship or tutelage (art. 12). 


	Do all persons with disabilities have the right, under law, to stand for and be elected to public office, in municipal elections, on an equal basis with others? And in elections to the European Parliament?

Does the same election law apply for other elections (e.g. national, local and regional) and referendums?
	Persons under guardianship or tutelage are not permitted to stand as election candidates (art. 200 of the Electoral Code). 
On the 15th of February 2011, MP Germinal Peiro proposed a bill relating to civil rights of persons with mental health problems (Proposition de loi No. 3169 relative aux droits civiques des handicapés mentaux, 15 février 2011). His bill aimed at amending Article L5 of the Electoral Code to establish the principle of the automatic recognition by the judge of the right to vote of the individual under a protective measure. It also proposed to amend Article L200 of the Electoral Code (which currently states that 'Adults placed under partial or plenary guardianship cannot be elected') to establish the general principle of the eligibility of such persons for elected office. Up to now, the bill has not been followed up by the committee of the National Assembly in charge of its examination.

	Is there legislation in place regulating how people living in long-term institutions may vote?
	Since the law of the 27th of June 1990 on the rights and the protection of persons hospitalised for mental illness (Loi relative aux droits et à la protection des personnes hospitalisées en raison de troubles mentaux et à leurs conditions d'hospitalisation)
, the Code of public health provides the right to vote for people suffering from mental illness in psychiatric institutions (art. L 3211-3, 7°).

Furthermore, the Charter of rights and freedoms of persons in medical and socio-medical institutions, including people with intellectual disabilities, requires the institution to facilitate with 'appropriate measures (…) the effective exercise of all civil rights' (art. 10)
. There is no other legal provision to clarify the means of the support provided by these long-term institutions. 

With regard to voting by proxy, an Instruction from the Minister of Interior
 in 2006 provides adaptations for people unable to move. Firstly, while normally the proxy is provided only for one election, for these people, it can last for one year. Secondly, since the presence of the person asking for proxy is requested, when people are not able to move (evidenced by a certificate), they can ask for a police officer to make their demand of proxy. 

	Is there a duty under law to provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in voting procedures? For example, is there a duty to provide assistance at the polling station (e.g. braille or large print ballot papers, independent support person to assist with voting chosen by the person with a disability) or to allow for alternative means of voting (e.g. postal ballots, voting in advance, home-based voting, voting at institutions, mobile voting)?
	Both Law No. 2005-102 of 11 February 2005 for equal rights and opportunities, participation and citizenship of persons with disabilities and Law No. 2006-1287 of 20 October 2006 on the Exercising of voting rights by persons with disabilities establish that polling stations and voting means (polling booth, ballot box, register) should be accessible to persons with disabilities, whatever its nature. 
Concerning persons under protective measures, the legal framework is covered by Law No. 2007-308 to reform legal protection of adults which amended Article L5 of the Electoral Code stating that from the 1st of January 2009 on, when deciding to maintain or renew a protective measure, the judge decides whether to maintain or not the individual's right to vote.

	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of internet and web-based information to ensure that public information is subject to accessibility requirements (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)
	Article 47 of the Law No. 2005-102 of 11 February 2005 on equal rights and equal opportunities, and the participation and citizenship of persons with disabilities, requires accessibility for every online public communication service of the State, local governments and public establishments. It appears that there is no such requirement for private providers. 
Article 47 states that these services must provide information accessible to everyone. In order to achieve this, the law refers to the accessibility standards for administrations (Référentiel Général d’Accessibilité pour les Administrations – RGAA)
.  The last version of the RGAA was published in 2009. According to the guide which completes the last version of the RGAA (with specifications about the approach to adopt and suggestions about the method of implementation)
, this national standard has been adjusted to international standards, in particular with respect to guidelines from the WCAG 2.0. 
The Decree No. 2009-546of 14 May 2009
 adopted in application of article 47 of the Law requires the implementation of accessibility for online public State services within two years of the publication of the Decree, and within three years for local governments and public establishments (art. 3).

	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of media (including newspapers, TV, radio and internet) to ensure that their information and communications are subject to accessibility requirements?
	According to the Law No. 86-1067 on the freedom of communication
, the granting of licenses for private companies to transmit TV broadcasts is subordinated to the conclusion of an agreement between the authority which regulates the audiovisual sector, the Audiovisual Council (Conseil supérieur de l’audiovisuel, CSA) and the company applying for the authorization (art. 28). 
The law on disability added one point to be included into the agreement: “substantial proportions” of TV programs should be accessible to deaf and hearing impaired people; for channels with an annual average rating of over 2.5 % of the total television audience, it is an obligation to provide such accessibility for all TV programs, except for advertisement, within five years after 2005 (art. 28, 5 bis). The article foresees the possibility of derogations for programs with “specific characteristics”. Concerning blind and partially-sighted people, one requirement has been inserted into the law of 1986, by the law on disability, which states that the agreement must foresee the “proportions of TV program” accessible to them (art. 28, 5 ter).

For public channels, the law on disability integrated some changes into the law about communication. Article 53 of this law provides since 2005 the obligation for public channels to ensure access for deaf and hearing impaired people to all TV programs except for advertisement (there is also the possibility of derogations for programs with “specific characteristics”). In addition, objectives agreements between the CSA and the public channels must state commitments from the channels to give blind and partially-sighted people access to TV programs (without any further details about the proportion).

For television and radio broadcasts, there is also a recommendation of the 4th of January 2011 dealing with electoral issues from the CSA
 which is addressed to television channels. It recalls the terms of the law and specifies that 'channels with an annual average rating of over 2.5 % of the total television audience are responsible for providing access for deaf and hard-of-hearing persons, with subtitles or sign language, to all TV programmes devoted to elections'. Other channels are required 'to promote access, with subtitles or sign language, for deaf and hard-of-hearing persons, to main TV programmes devoted to current electoral events when the audience is high, and to strive to ensure in particular accessibility to the broadcasting of electoral debates on screen'.   

	Are there mandatory accessibility standards for the construction and significant alternation of national and local authority buildings?
	An Interdepartmental Circular from January 2013
 requires the assessment of the level of accessibility of State buildings and municipal buildings. Local and regional authorities are required to assess the current situation of public buildings with regard to accessibility for people with disabilities. The Circular gives them three months to send the information to the national level. Afterwards, a national summary report will be publicly available. At the present time, this has not been issued yet. 
The Circular provides a list of items relating to various disability issues: access to the building, parking spaces, entrance, accommodation, and toilet facilities. For each item, the administration rates the level of accessibility (on a scale of 1 to 4).

	Does the law foresee training for election authorities and election officials on non-discrimination on the grounds of disability, accessibility and reasonable accommodation?
	No training seems to be specified in the French legal system but the Ministry of Interior makes a practical guide for people who organise elections available on its website
.

These guidelines provide practical details about accessibility of the polling station for people with disability: information with figures on the infrastructure to make people with reduced mobility and visually impaired able to access the place; information about the voting process, with detailed guidance about the booth and the ballot box. In the end, the document mentions the legal provisions: in addition to the legal provisions mentioned previously, it refers to the Recommendation CM/Rec(2011)14 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life. Additionally, websites of associations of people with disabilities are included at the end.

	Are all persons with disabilities, including those who have been deprived of their legal capacity, able to access redress and complaint mechanisms in cases where they have not been able to exercise the right to vote?
	According to the legal status of persons under guardianship or tutelage (in other words, deprived of their legal capacity), they are not allowed to make a complaint by themselves (art. 473 of the Civil Code). This is true even if they are allowed to vote. Only their legal guardian may do so. Nevertheless, the Law provides the guardianship judge with the power to oblige the guardian to go to court if it is necessary to defend the extra-patrimonial rights of the protected person (art. 475 of the Civil Code).

Otherwise, there is no special complaint mechanism for persons with disabilities when they have not been able to exercise the right to vote.

Furthermore, for municipal elections, every elector can contest the regularity of the electoral process before the administrative Court, within five days after the results (article L. 248 of the Electoral Code)
.

For European elections, every elector can contest the regulatory of the electoral process before the Supreme administrative Court, the Council of State (Conseil d’Etat), within ten days after the results (article 25 of the Law on European elections)
. 


II. PROCESS INDICATORS
	Process indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Are there mechanisms in place to ensure that disabled people’s organisations (DPOs) are consulted and involved in the development of laws and policies in electoral matters? Please give details of the mechanisms through which DPOs are involved.
	There is a National Consultative Committee for People with Disabilities (Comité national consultatif des personnes handicapées, CNCPH)
 which only formulates opinions about planned laws. It is a public body composed partly of associations dealing with people with disabilities and of Parliament representatives, specialised establishments representatives, employee’s unions, employer’s unions and social welfare agencies. Attached to the minister responsible for disability policy, the CNCPH must be consulted for any law relating to disability.

For example, the documentation provided by the Interior Ministry on its website, i.e. the three practical guides to adapt elections to people with a disability, were approved by the CNCPH. These guidesprovide guidelines to implement legal provisions: a 'Practical guide for election organisers and citizens' ('Guide pratique à l’usage des organisateurs des scrutins et de tous les citoyens concernés'); a 'Practical guide for candidates and citizens' ('Guide pratique à l’usage des candidats aux elections de tous les citoyens concernés'); and a 'Practical guide for news media and citizens' ('Guide pratique à l’usage des médias d’information et de tous les citoyens concernés')
. 
Furthermore, the Law No. 2005-102 of 11 February 2005 on equal rights and equal opportunities, and the participation and citizenship of persons with disabilities amended the law of 1986 which deals with audio visual communication (Law No. 86-1067), introducing certain articles (in particular, art. 81) which provide for the consultation of the National consultative council for people with disabilities to specify obligations on programme providers regarding subtitles and sign language. The consultation is also provided for any possible derogation. The consultation is organised by the CSA or the Government, depending on the public or private status of the programme provider.

For further information,see :

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/ResponseFrance.pdf

	Have national judicial redress mechanisms considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	According to legal databases and associations contacted, there is no such judicial decision.

	Have national non-judicial redress mechanisms (e.g. National Human Rights Institutions, Equality Bodies, Ombuds institutions) considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	The Public Defender of Rights (Défenseur des droits - DDD) rendered a decision in January 2012 regarding the respect for the principle of ballot secrecy for blind and visually impaired people.
 
The DDD was referred to by a mayor [from which place is unspecified in the decision] who was a member of an association dealing with blind and visually impaired people (Valentin Haüy) and who raised the issue of discrimination against blind and visually impaired persons. The mayor stated that the voting systems they have to deal with have the effect of preventing the respect of confidentiality of voting. 
The DDD decision took the form of recommendations to enable these people to exercise their vote independently in elections. 
The DDD recommendations are divided into four parts: i) information before the election, ii) polling stations, iii) ballot papers and voting table, iv) electronic vote, and, additionally, awareness. 
i) On information before the election the DDD recommends that political parties give a phone number and an email address to blind and visually impaired people to provide them with information before the election; designing a guide to help candidates to make their campaign material accessible to these people is also suggested (citing the example of a website which complies with W3C standards, with legible and contrasting characters, and a flash code on the documents).
ii) With regard to the polling station, the DDD recommends making easy to read information panels outside (giving an indication of the size of the characters to be used); it suggests putting in place an appropriate path from the door of the polling station to the place to vote, with specific lighting. 
iii) With regard to the ballot paper the DDD recommends large and highly contrasting characters; it suggests to put in place a system with a flash code on the ballots that people could scan, as an experiment for the next local elections in 2014. Otherwise, the DDD recommends putting up easy to read panels with the names of candidates to facilitate voting.   
iv) With regard to electronic vote, the DDD recalls the provisions of the law, in particular the ministerial order of 17 November 2003 dealing with the technical requirements for voting machines. The technical standards include provisions regarding access for persons with disabilities and on devices (hearing, touch, or other) to help visually impaired people to take all the necessary steps to cast their vote independently. The DDD suggests offering training to these people before the election day.
Finally, with regard to awareness, the DDD emphasises the need to raise awareness of candidates, polling station presiding officers, people with disabilities, their family and friends and medical staff who deal with them. The DDD suggests training for the people who attend the electoral process on how to deal with persons with disabilities, for instance, through a fact sheet. The DDD recalls that it is possible to prepare the vote at home with a trusted person. 


	Is information about how and where to complain in the case of problems with exercising the right to political participation accessible to all persons with disabilities? 
	Such information is not provided by law or by any government order. Different associations and institutions consulted did not know of such information
. 

Furthermore, websites of jurisdiction for electoral complaints provide general information about the complaint process
. No specific indications regarding persons with disabilities are mentioned. 




III. OUTCOME INDICATORS
	Outcome indicators
	Source and supporting information

	What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent municipal elections and in the 2009 European Parliament elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?

What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent national elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?
	No data is available
. A consulted MP explained that such data does not exist as 'people with a disability are ordinary citizens and are not labelled as 'disabled' when they vote'


	How many members of the current national parliament identify as having a disability?
	One MP identify as having a disability since 2012



	How many members of current municipal governments identify as having a disability?
	No data is available.



	What proportion of polling stations is accessible for persons with disabilities? Please indicate whether polling stations are accessible for all persons with disabilities or for particular impairment groups e.g. persons with visual, hearing, physical impairments etc.)
	No overall information exists about the accessibility of polling stations in France.

For the next elections in France (municipal and European), in 2014, all the polling stations in Paris (869) are accessible for persons with disabilities. The accessibility concerns any type of disability. 
The website of the city of Paris specifies that polling stations are fitted with a ramp, some polling booths are low to be accessible to people in wheelchairs, the height of the ballot boxes is 0, 80 cm and that presidents of polling stations are especially aware of assisting persons with disabilities. In this sense, they will receive a document with the main legal provisions and rules of conduct for receiving persons with disabilities.
   

	Does the website to provide instructions for voting and information on candidates run by the ministry responsible for organising elections meet accessibility standards (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)?
	The website of the Ministry of Interior 
which provides information about the right to vote for persons with a disability does not comply with accessibility standards. In other words, it is written in a small font size and there are no special visual or audio means to make it accessible to persons with disabilities.

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has national language subtitles?
	There is no such data available
.
Nevertheless, in a report (2011) of the CSA dealing with audio description and subtitles in TV programmes (presented to the Parliament)
, some data is published concerning the programmes (without specification) provided with subtitles: public channels and private channels TF1, M6 and Canal+ subtitled all their programmes (except for the derogations provided by law: songs performed live, films, etc.) It wasn’t specified whether political information was subtitled; the report only refers to “programmes”.

In addition, channels belonging to the public group France Television (France 2, France 3, France 4, France 5) have a Charter which provides that programs dealing with electoral issues must be subtitled or translated in sign language
. 

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has audio description?
	There is no such data available
. 

The report from the CSA to the Parliament in 2011 (see above) describes the low level of involvement of channels in audio description
. However, there is no specification about the type of programmes.

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has sign language interpretation?
	There is no such data available
. 

There is no legal obligation to interpret TV programmes in sign language. 

Nevertheless, three public channels (France 2, 3, and 5) provide programmes with sign language interpretation, which are news in the morning for France 2, Parliamentary questions once a week for France 3, and one programme concerning deaf people for France 5.

In the last presidential election, few candidates used interpretation in sign language for their campaign video clips.


	How many political parties, out of the total who participated in the most recent European Parliament and municipal elections, made their manifesto/campaign material accessible to persons with disabilities (e.g. large print, braille, easy-to-read, audio versions etc.)?
	No official data is available.

In the recent municipal elections no party made their manifesto/campaign accessible to persons with disabilities. 

For the last presidential election, eight candidates reported that they ensured full access for people with disabilities. All of them mentioned an access to their meeting for people in wheelchair, while the translation in sign language was provided by only five candidates. Others explained financial difficulties to implement it. Three candidates refer to their website and to audio access to documents for blind and visually impaired people.
 

	What proportion of public authority national and municipal buildings is accessible to persons with disabilities?
	There is no specific data concerning government and municipal buildings. The only data existing covers what the French law calls the 'establishments open to the public' (Etablissements recevant du public, ERP). This legal category refers to public and private places which receive persons other than employees (in other words, customers and citizens). The law of 2005 on disability stipulates the obligation for ERP to be accessible to persons with disabilities by 2015 (art. 41).
 

A report of the Interministerial Observatory on accessibility and universal design (Observatoire interministériel de l’accessibilité et de la conception universelle) provides the most recent data available (2012) about ERP in conformity with accessibility standards. This data mentions that 15% of ERP comply with these standards.
 

However, in its introduction, the report highlights the lack of monitoring and assessment of legal objectives. 

An Interdepartmental Circular from January 2013
 requires the assessment of the level of accessibility of State buildings and municipal buildings. Local and regional authority levels are required to assess the current situation of public buildings with regard to accessibility for people with disabilities. The Circular gives them three months to send the information to the national level. Afterwards, a national summary report will be publicly available. At the present time, it has not been issued yet.

The Circular provides a list of items relating to various disability issues: access to the building, parking spaces, entrance, accommodations, and lavatories. For each item, the administration ticks one of the four levels of accessibility (from the greater accessibility to the lower one). 

	How many complaints related to infringements of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities were recorded in 2012? What proportion of these complaints was successful?
	According to legal databases, associations contacted (UNAPEI, FAPJH), and the Public Defender of Rights (DDD), there have never been any such complaints, apart from the non-judicial case mentioned below question 22.  


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=12&pid=166" �http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=12&pid=166�;  � HYPERLINK "http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en" �http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en�.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=12&pid=166" �http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=12&pid=166�;  � HYPERLINK "http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en" �http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en�.


� Law No. 2005-102 on equal rights and equal opportunities, and the participation and citizenship of persons with disabilities (Loi pour l’égalité des droits et des chances, la participation et la citoyenneté des personnes handicapées), 11 February, 2005. In the following: “law on disability”. Available at: www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000809647&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id.


�The Electoral Code includes many legal provisions, from various laws (L. articles), and government requirements (D. and R. articles). Available at: www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006070239


� Only for the Lower House since the Members of the ‘Senat’ (Upper House) are not directly elected by citizens but by elected officials.


�Law No. 77-729 about election of the Members of European Parliament (Loi relative à l’élection des représentants au Parlement européen), 7 July 1977. Available at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006068600&dateTexte=vig" �www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006068600&dateTexte=vig�.This law has been amended five times since its adoption. 


� Decree No. 2006-1287 about the right to vote for persons with disabilities (Décret relatif à l’exercice du droit de vote par les personnes handicapées), 20 october 2006.


Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000243876&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id" ��www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000243876&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id�  


� Law No. 2007-308 on the reform of legal protection of [incapacitated] adults (Loi portant réforme de la protection juridique des majeurs), 5 March 2007. Available at: www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000430707&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id


�  Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.circulaires.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2012/02/cir_34611.pdf" �www.circulaires.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2012/02/cir_34611.pdf�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.circulaire.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2012/05/cir_35180.pdf" �www.circulaire.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2012/05/cir_35180.pdf�


� It is noteworthy that the law dealing with the Presidential election does not contain any provisions about access for people with disabilities (see: Law No. 62-1292, about Presidential election, 6 November 1962. Available at: www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/conseil-constitutionnel/root/bank_mm/dossiers_thematiques/presidentielle_2012/62-1292.pdf). Surprisingly, the Circular about the Presidential election of 2012 refers to provisions concerning Members of parliament and local elections.


� Available at www.interieur.gouv.fr/content/download/6407/60569/.../bomi04-2009.pdf





� Law No. 2007-308 on the reform of legal protection of [incapacitated] adults (Loi portant réforme de la protection juridique des majeurs), 5 March 2007. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000430707&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id" ��www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000430707&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id�





� Law No. 90-527 on the rights and the protection of persons hospitalised for mental illness (Loi relative aux droits et à la protection des personnes hospitalisées en raison de troubles mentaux et à leurs conditions d'hospitalisation), 27 June 1990. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000349384&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id"��www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000349384&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id�


� Ministerial order of the 8th of September 2003 on the Charter of rights and freedoms of  persons in medical and socio-medical institutions  (Arrêté du 8 septembre 2003 relatif à la charte des droits et libertés de la personne accueillie, mentionnée à l'article L. 311-4 du code de l'action sociale et des familles). Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000244248&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id"��www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000244248&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id�


� Instruction from the Interior Minister relating to the exercise of the right of proxy voting, 4 December 2006. Available at: www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/conseil-constitutionnel/root/bank_mm/dossiers_thematiques/presidentielle_2012/INTA0600108C.pdf.


� Available at www.references.modernisation.gouv.fr/rgaa-accessibilite


� Guide available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.references.modernisation.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/RGAA-v2.2_GuideAccompagnement.pdf" �references.modernisation.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/RGAA-v2.2_GuideAccompagnement.pdf�


� Decree No. 2009-546 adopted in application of article 47 of the law No.2005-102, 14 May 2009. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?dateTexte=&categorieLien=id&cidTexte=JORFTEXT000020616980"��www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?dateTexte=&categorieLien=id&cidTexte=JORFTEXT000020616980�





�Law No. 86-1067 on communication (loi relative à la liberté de communication), 30 September 1986. Available at: www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006068930


� CSA, Deliberation about political pluralism in radio and TV broadcasts during the electoral period (Délibération relative au principe de pluralisme politique dans les services deradio et de television en période électorale), 4 January 2011. Available at: www.csa.fr/Espace-juridique/Deliberations-et-recommandations-du-CSA/Recommandations-duCSA-en-vue-de-consultations-electorales-ou-referendaires/Deliberation-du-4-janvier-2011-relative-au-principe-de-pluralisme-politique-dans-les-services-de-radio-et-detelevision-en-periode-electorale


� France, Interministerial Circular (to local officers) on accessibility for people with disabilities, 3 January 2013, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.circulaire.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2013/01/cir_36392.pdf" �www.circulaire.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2013/01/cir_36392.pdf�. 


� The guide is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.interieur.gouv.fr/Elections/Comment-voter/Le-vote-des-personnes-handicapees"��www.interieur.gouv.fr/Elections/Comment-voter/Le-vote-des-personnes-handicapees�


�  Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006070721" �www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006070721�


� Electoral Code available at: � HYPERLINK "http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006070239" �http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006070239�. 


� The Law about the election of the European MPs available at: www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000338793


� Documentation from the CNCPH is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.social-sante.gouv.fr/espaces,770/handicap-exclusion,775/informations-pratiques,1328/conseil-national-consultatif-des,15989.html"��www.social-sante.gouv.fr/espaces,770/handicap-exclusion,775/informations-pratiques,1328/conseil-national-consultatif-des,15989.html�


� The guidelines are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.interieur.gouv.fr/Elections/Comment-voter/Le-vote-des-personnes-handicapees"��www.interieur.gouv.fr/Elections/Comment-voter/Le-vote-des-personnes-handicapees�





� Defender of Rights (Défenseur des droits, DDD), Decision n° MLD – 2012-2, 12 January 2012. Available at:� HYPERLINK "http:// www.defenseurdesdroits.fr/sites/default/files/upload/sinformer_sur_le_ddd/decision_defenseur_des_droits_mld-2012-2.pdf" � www.defenseurdesdroits.fr/sites/default/files/upload/sinformer_sur_le_ddd/decision_defenseur_des_droits_mld-2012-2.pdf�





� Consultation of the Federation of APAJH, tthe Federation of associations for adults and young people with a disability (Fédération des associations pour adultes et jeunes handicaps), UNAPEI, National union of associations of parents and friends of people with mental illnesses (Union nationale des associations de parents, de personnes handicapées mentales et de leurs amis and the Election Department of the Ministry of Interior. 


The Federation of APAJH (Association for adults and young people with disability) is both an association which represents people with disability and an association which manages services and establishments. It includes ninety local associations. For more information about it, see: www.apajh.org.�Unapei is the first federation of associations which represent people with mental disability and their family.  For more information: www.unapei.org.


� For national elections, see the website of the Constitutional Court (Conseil constitutionnel): � HYPERLINK "http://www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/conseil-constitutionnel/francais/le-conseil-constitutionnel/la-saisine/comment-saisir-le-conseil-constitutionnel-/comment-saisir-le-conseil-constitutionnel.17421.html" �www.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/conseil-constitutionnel/francais/le-conseil-constitutionnel/la-saisine/comment-saisir-le-conseil-constitutionnel-/comment-saisir-le-conseil-constitutionnel.17421.html�. For municipal elections, see for instance the website of the administrative court (Tribunal administratif) of Paris : http://paris.tribunal-administratif.fr/ (every website of administrative courts follow the same pattern).


� Information from the Election Department of the Ministry of Interior.


� « Handicapé mais député comme les autres » (“Disabled but similar to any other deputy”), Le Parisien, 3 December 2012. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.leparisien.fr/espace-premium/air-du-temps/handicape-mais-depute-comme-les-autres-03-12-2012-2374941.php" �www.leparisien.fr/espace-premium/air-du-temps/handicape-mais-depute-comme-les-autres-03-12-2012-2374941.php�. See also � HYPERLINK "http://www.nosdeputes.fr/damien-abad"��www.nosdeputes.fr/damien-abad�.


� Consultation of the web, associations of people with disabilities, the Election Department and the DDD.


� “Independent vote and accessible to all” (Un vote autonome et accessible pour chacun), website of the Paris municipality. Available at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.paris.fr/politiques/elections/un-vote-autonome-et-accessible-pour-chacun/rub_7526_stand_113872_port_17401"��www.paris.fr/politiques/elections/un-vote-autonome-et-accessible-pour-chacun/rub_7526_stand_113872_port_17401�


� The website is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.interieur.gouv.fr/Elections/Comment-voter/Le-vote-des-personnes-handicapees"��www.interieur.gouv.fr/Elections/Comment-voter/Le-vote-des-personnes-handicapees�


� No information was obtained from six TV channels (TF1, France Television (4 channels), M6). 


� The report is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.csa.fr/Etudes-et-publications/Les-autres-rapports/Rapport-au-Parlement-relatif-a-l-audiodescription-et-au-sous-titrage-des-programmes-decembre-2011"��www.csa.fr/Etudes-et-publications/Les-autres-rapports/Rapport-au-Parlement-relatif-a-l-audiodescription-et-au-sous-titrage-des-programmes-decembre-2011�





�The Charter is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.francetelevisions.fr/downloads/charte_des_antennes_web.pdf" �www.francetelevisions.fr/downloads/charte_des_antennes_web.pdf�, p. 72


� No information was obtained from six TV channels (TF1, France Television (4 channels), M6) 


� There are no figures. The report only refers to three channels (TF1, France 2, M6) which broadcast with audio description each month one movie or one TV program with large audience.


� No information was obtained from six TV channels (TF1, France Television (4 channels), M6).


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.csa.fr/Television/Le-suivi-des-programmes/L-accessibilite-des-programmes/Pour-les-personnes-sourdes-ou-malentendantes-la-langue-des-signes"��www.csa.fr/Television/Le-suivi-des-programmes/L-accessibilite-des-programmes/Pour-les-personnes-sourdes-ou-malentendantes-la-langue-des-signes�





� « Pour les sourds, la champagne manque de sous-titres » (« For deaf people, the campaign lacks of sub-titles »), Libération, 10 April 2012. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.liberation.fr/politiques/2012/04/10/pour-les-sourds-la-campagne-manque-de-sous-titres_810775"��www.liberation.fr/politiques/2012/04/10/pour-les-sourds-la-campagne-manque-de-sous-titres_810775�


� Etre handicap information, March-April 2012, n° 118, available on the website:� HYPERLINK "http://www.dd91.blogs.apf.asso.fr/media/01/01/1007203019.pdf" �dd91.blogs.apf.asso.fr/media/01/01/1007203019.pdf�


� Report on the application of the accessibility rules for people with disabilities to buildings, General Inspector of Social Affairs (Inspection générale des affaires sociales, IGAS), 2012. Available at: www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/rapports-publics/124000498/index.shtml 


� Report of the Interministerial Observatory on accessibility and universal design, for the Prime Minister, 2012. Available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.territoires.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Rapport_Obiacu_2012.pdf"��www.territoires.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/Rapport_Obiacu_2012.pdf�


�Interministerial Circular (to local officers) about accessibility for people with disabilities, 3 January 2013, available at: www.circulaire.legifrance.gouv.fr/pdf/2013/01/cir_36392.pdf.
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