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I. STRUCTURE INDICATORS

	Structure indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Has Poland ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 29? Please give details of any reservation.
	Yes (25 Sep 2012)



	Has Poland ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 12? Please give details of any reservation.
	Poland made an interpretative declaration upon ratification:
“The Republic of Poland declares that it will interpret Article 12 of the Convention in a way allowing the application of the incapacitation [ubezwłasnowolnienie], in the circumstances and in the manner set forth in the domestic law, as a measure indicated in Article 12.4, when a person suffering from a mental illness, mental disability or other mental disorder is unable to control his or her conduct.” 

The Ministry of Justice is currently working on an amendment to the Civil Code related to legal incapacitation.
 


	Has Poland ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 9? Please give details of any reservation.
	Yes.


	Please indicate the legislation which applies to European Parliament and municipal elections in your country. Please highlight possible amendments in view of the 2014 European Parliament elections.

Does the same law apply for national, federal, local and regional elections, and referendums?
	European Parliament and municipal elections are governed by the Act of 5 January 2011 Electoral Code (Ustawa z dnia 5 stycznia 2011 Kodeks wyborczy). The Electoral Code applies also to national, local and regional elections. 

The Electoral Code does not apply to referendums in a straightforward manner. However, its provisions are applied accordingly with respect to many aspects of the referendum, e.g. the manner of conducting the voting process. 

There are two specific legislative acts which govern referendums – Law on the National Referendum (Ustawa z dnia 14 marca 2003 o referendum ogólnokrajowym) and Law on the Local Referendum (Ustawa z dnia 15 września 2000 o referendum lokalnym).

The Act of 5 January 2011 Electoral Code (Ustawa z dnia 5 stycznia 2011 Kodeks wyborczy) contains a series of provisions concerning the rights of persons with disabilities and particular voting modes facilitating election participation of persons with disabilities.

The Act grants special rights to voters with disabilities. A voter with disability (a disabled voter) is defined in the Act as a person with reduced physical, psychological, mental or sensory performance, which hinders participation in the election. But some provisions of the Act concern only voters with a severe or moderate degree of disability, within the meaning of the Act on Vocational and Social Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities
. 

Pursuant to Article 27 of the Electoral Code, the voter with disabilities can, upon a written request made at the latest on 14th day prior to the Election Day, change their assigned polling station (obwód wyborczy) into the one of their choice which is equipped with the premises accommodated to their needs.

In Chapter 5a, the Electoral Code provides persons with disabilities with the right to information on various aspects of elections, including polling stations accommodated to the needs of people with disabilities, and conditions and methods of voting. Information is given on the phone, by e-mail or in hard copy sent to the voter (on demand). Information is also published in the Public Information Bulletin and in the manner customary in a given commune. Public Information Bulletin  is a portal providing access to public information according to Article 8 of the Act on Access to Public Information of 1 January 2001 (Ustawa z dnia 1 stycznia 2001 o dostępie do informacji publicznej).

Information on elections, including on voting by persons with disabilities, is also available from the website of the National Election Commission
.

Article 40a of the Electoral Code provides voters with disabilities with a possibility of voting with the use of overlays to vote cards, prepared in Braille. The intention to vote with the use of them, the voter has to submit to the president of the municipality - voyt (wójt) 14 days prior to the Election Day. The intention can be expressed orally, in writing, by fax or e-mail 
.

For a voter with a severe or moderate degree of disability, within the meaning of the Act on Vocational and Social Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities:

· in Chapter 7, the Electoral Code retained the option of voting by proxy introduced in 2010.  This solution also applies to voters who turn 75 on the Election Day at the latest. In order to vote by proxy, the voter has to submit a motion to the vote at least 10 days prior to the Election Day. The voter can rescind proxy and decide to vote personally. 

· in Chapter 7a, the Election Code allows for remote voting by post. Such an option is available upon notification submitted at least 21 days before the Election Day. The voter can also request overlays to vote cards, prepared in Braille,  to be attached to his voting package.

According to article 53 of the Electoral Code, voters with disabilities can ask another person, except members of the electoral commission and electoral committee observers, to help them in voting. The National Election Commission indicates that this aid may be purely technical and it cannot involve any suggestions of voting for a particular candidate or voting instead of the voter. 

	Is there a requirement under law to register to vote? If so, please specify the relevant legislation.
	There is no general obligation to register although only voters who have the right to vote are included in the permanent register of voters. In accordance with Article 18 of the Electoral Code
, every voter shall be included in a voter register (rejestr wyborców) maintained by communes/municipal authorities (gmina). The lists of persons entitled to vote in elections (spis wyborców) or in referendums are prepared on the basis of the register. The register is divided into two parts – A and B. Part A refers to Polish citizens and part B to EU citizens who live in Poland and are entitled to vote. 

In the light of Article 28 of the Electoral Code
 (this provision does not apply to voting in the municipal elections), there is a possibility for a voter staying temporarily in the area of a given polling station to be added to the list of its voters before the Election Day. It requires a prior notification of the local authority at least 5 days before the Election Day. 

In accordance with Article 32 of the Electoral Code
 (this provision does not apply to voting in the municipal elections), upon request the voter planning to change his/her place of staying before the Election Day can receive a confirmation of voting rights from his/her communes/municipal authorities (gmina). The confirmation entitles such a person to vote at any chosen polling station without the need for previous notification. Before the vote is cast, the elections commission takes the notification which then constitutes a basis to add the voter to the list of voters in this particular polling station.

Pursuant to Article 27 of the Electoral Code of 5 January 2011,
 voters with disabilities have the right to change their polling station into one which is equipped with the premises  adapted to their particular needs. In case a voter with a disability wants to exercise that right, awritten request to be added to the list of voters of the chosen polling station has to be made at least 14 days before the Election Day.

	Is there any limitation foreseen by law which could affect the right of persons with disabilities to vote in European Parliament and municipal elections? Please give details of any restrictions on the right to vote of persons with disabilities, including any link between a particular type of impairment (e.g. psychosocial/intellectual disability) or substituted decision making (e.g. loss of legal capacity, placement under guardianship)and the right to vote in elections.

Does the same law regarding voting rights apply for national, local/regional elections and referendums?
	In general, out of all persons with mental disorders in Poland only incapacitated persons are deprived of their voting rights. They do not have the right to vote in elections and in national or territorial referendum, and they cannot be chosen for the most important public offices and accept nominations as a judge, persecutor, advocate, civil servant or notary. Such persons cannot sign the draft law presented as the citizens’ legislative initiative.

A person who is fully incapacitated by a court judgment does not hold any voting rights according to Article 62-2 Constitution of Poland:
“Persons who, by a final judgment of a court, have been subjected to legal incapacitation or deprived of public or electoral rights, shall have no right to participate in a referendum nor a right to vote”.

Article 10-2 Electoral Code:
“The right to vote is not enjoyed by persons:

1) deprived of public rights by a final court ruling; 2) deprived of electoral rights by a final decision of the Tribunal of State; 3) incapacitated by a final court ruling.”

The legislative developments introduced in the Electoral Law did not grant the right to vote and be elected to persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with mental health problems who do not have full legal capacity. Partial incapacitation does not affect the voting rights of a person. 
The Polish government in its response to the OHCHR Thematic Study stated: “The Constitution and the provisions of laws on elections refer to incapacitation without specifying its nature, it must be therefore assumed that this term covers both the total and partial incapacitation. In addition, the regulations do not provide any differentiation with respect to substantive reasons for incapacitation, that results in the deprivation of voting rights for all incapacitated persons, regardless of what is the basis of legal incapacitation. 

A liquidation of the institution of partial legal incapacitation to be considered within the elaboration of the new Civil Code will ensure the full implementation of Article 29 of the Convention. Any further changes to legislation regulating the conduct of elections and the national referendum will be considered after additional analyses.”
 

In November 2013 the Minister of Justice (Minister Sprawiedliwości) announced his plan to remove the legal institution of incapacitation (full and partial) from the Polish legal system and replace it with other means of support.  This would mean that the political rights of people with mental health problems and persons with intellectual disabilities would be enhanced as compared to currently applicable Polish laws which deprive the incapacitated person of their political rights.

The Deputy Minister of Justice informed, during a joint meeting of the Sejm Committees on Social Policy and Family and Justice and Human Rights, that the existing legal incapacitation would be changed into four institutions of care: 1. Assistance, for persons with legal capacity to perform acts in law, 2. Representative care of a person, which will grant a representative limited representation rights, 3. Co-decision regarding important aspects of the life of persons placed in care, 4. Complete representation of the person under care.


	Do all persons with disabilities have the right, under law, to stand for and be elected to public office, in municipal elections, on an equal basis with others? And in elections to the European Parliament?

Does the same election law apply for other elections (e.g. national, local and regional) and referendums?
	The Election Code Law provides that persons who are incapacitated by a final court decision do not have the right to vote (active right to vote). The right to be elected (passive right to vote) applies to persons having the right to vote, subject to additional conditions. Consequently, the incapacitated persons are not entitled to be elected.
 

	Is there legislation in place regulating how people living in long-term institutions may vote?
	The Electoral Code
 provides the possibility of organising closed polling stations (zamknięte obwody głosowania) in various types of long-term institutions. Article 12 § 4 of the Electoral Code states that separate polling stations (odrębne obwody głosowania) can be created in hospitals, social welfare homes  (domy pomocy społecznej), student residences (except for the voting in the municipal elections), prisons and pre-trial detention centres. Voter lists (spis wyborców) are prepared on the basis of the registry of persons who are supposed to be at the long-term institution on the Election Day (Article 29 of the Electoral Code). In the separate polling stations established in health care institutions or social assistance homes  a second ballot box can be used, according to Article 44 of the Electoral Code.

	Is there a duty under law to provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in voting procedures? For example, is there a duty to provide assistance at the polling station (e.g. braille or large print ballot papers, independent support person to assist with voting chosen by the person with a disability) or to allow for alternative means of voting (e.g. postal ballots, voting in advance, home-based voting, voting at institutions, mobile voting)?
	A voter who has been officially declared by competent authorities to have a severe or moderate degree of disabilitymay delegate somebody to vote on his behalf (proxy voting) according to the Electoral Code, adopted on 5 January 2011, Chapter 7, articles 54–61.
This solution also applies to voters who turn 75 on election day at the latest.
Authorisation for voting shall be granted before the wójt or another officer authorized by the wójt for the drafting of authorisation for voting. The document of authorisation for voting shall be prepared at the domicile of the voter, who grants authorisation for voting, or elsewhere, as requested by the authorising person. 

A disabled voter may also request for help of other person, excluding members of the electoral commission and the persons of trust. 
The electoral districts established in other countries to conduct elections to the Sejm and the Senate, elections of the President of the Republic of Poland and elections to the European Parliament in the Republic of Poland allow postal voting. 

According to the Election Code, voting is conducted in permanent and separate electoral districts established in the gmina. Separate electoral districts are formed, inter alia, in health care institutions and nursing homes. In these separate districts a second ballot box can be used. 
Further regulations with regard to adapt the organisation of elections to the needs of people with different disabilities are provided in the Act of 27 May 2011 on the amendments to the Election Code Law and to the Act implementing the Election Code Law. The Act provides, inter alia, for: 
· the right to obtain information about the organisation of elections by telephone, by printed material sent on request, including in electronic form,
· placing, by the National Electoral Commission on its website, information on the rights of disabled voters, in the form which takes into account the different types of disabilities and preparation of information using Braille alphabet about these rights and passing it on request to interested persons,
· the obligation of members of the district election commission to transmit verbally the content of election notices, 
· ensuring the accessibility of polling stations for people with reduced mobility, 
· the possibility of postal voting, according to the statutory defines procedure, by a voter with a severe or moderate degree of disability, within the meaning of the Act on vocational and social rehabilitation and employment of disabled persons, 
· voting using overlays to vote cards prepared in Braille; the overlay model will be defined by the National Electoral Commission.
· A definition of the voter with disabilities is contained in the current Chapter 5a of the Electoral Code.

	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of internet and web-based information to ensure that public information is subject to accessibility requirements (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)
	A general obligation of public administration and other bodies, which are public web-based information providers, to publish information in the form accessible to persons with disabilities is contained in Article 18 of the Act on Digitalisation of the Activity of Subjects Conducting Public Tasks
. The Article states that the Council of Ministers shall set minimum requirements for tele-information systems taking into account, among others, the accessibility of information resources to persons with disabilities. The requirements were adopted in 2012 in the Council of Ministers’ Regulation on National Interoperability Framework, Minimum Requirements for Public Registers and Exchange of Information in Electronic Form and Minimum Requirements for Tele-information Systems
. According to paragraph 19 of the Regulation, tele-information systems of bodies responsible for conducting public tasks, such as presenting information resources, need to comply with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG 2.0), including the AA level. Systems which existed at the time when the Regulation was adopted need to be adjusted by 2015, while new systems created after should be in compliance with WCAG 2.0 from the outset.

Further duties are included in the Act on Sign Language and Others Forms of Communication
. The Act governs the relations between persons with communication difficulties, called in the Act “entitled persons” (osoby uprawnione) and public administration bodies. It establishes rules for, among others, providing services to persons with communication difficulties by public administration bodies and for monitoring of solutions which enable communication and the access to those solutions. According to Article 9 paragraph  1 of the Act, public authorities (including both central and local administration) are obliged to provide people with disabilities with “services enabling communication” (usługa pozwalająca na komunikowanie się). “Services enabling communication” should be understood, in accordance with Article 9  paragraph 2, in particular, as using “means supporting communication” (środki wspierające komunikowanie się). In Article 3 pt. 5, the Act defines  the latter as using solutions which enable contact, among others, through: (1) e-mail; (2) sending text messages, including SMS, MMS or via Internet messengers; (3)  audiovisual communication, including Internet communicators; (4) fax; (5) Internet websites fulfilling accessibility standards for persons with disabilities.  In the light of the Act, the term “communication” means sign language, sign language with elements of sound language and language adjusted for blind and deaf persons. The provisions of this Act do not refer to private Internet providers.

	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of media (including newspapers, TV, radio and internet) to ensure that their information and communications are subject to accessibility requirements?
	In accordance with Article 18a of the Act on radio and television
, all kinds of media providers – television and radio – (both public and private) are obliged to ensure accessibility for people with disabilities. The term ‘accessibility’ denotes, in this context, audio description, subtitles and translation into sign language. The same Article states that at least 10% of the whole broadcasting time should be adapted to the needs of persons with disabilities; however in accordance with the Article 18a point 2, the National Council of Radio and Television can issue a regulation which would change that limit by, for example, lowering it.

	Are there mandatory accessibility standards for the construction and significant alternation of national and local authority buildings?
	In 2013 a draft act
 amending the Electoral Code Act was submitted to the Parliament by the ruling party, the Civic Platform (CP) (Platforma Obywatelska, PO). It aims to enhance the participation of people with disabilities. The draft law requires that polling stations should be more accessible for people with visual impairments. It also requires that by 2015 the two-fifths of all polling stations in each community (municipality) must be accessible for people with disabilities.

	Is there legislation requiring that polling stations and voting processes be accessible to persons with disabilities (e.g. a certain percentage of polling stations must be accessible, one polling station per electoral district must be accessible etc)?

Please indicate whether the legislation requires that polling stations and voting processes are accessible for all persons with disabilities or for particular impairment groups (e.g. persons with visual, hearing, physical impairments etc).
	According to the new Electoral Code 2011 certain modifications have been introduced which privilege persons with disabilities or accommodate their needs in the election process. They include proxy and correspondence voting (see under 9).

In Article 186 § 1, the Electoral Code  provides that one-third of all polling stations should be accommodated to the needs of people with disabilities. The provision does not establish any deadlines for its implementation. The Act introducing the Act-Electoral Code , however, specifies that by 31 December 2014, one-fifth of all polling stations in the territory of each commune should be accommodated to the needs of voters with disabilities. 

Article 186 § 2 of the Electoral Code  sets the mandate for a relevant minister to establish technical requirements for polling stations accommodated to the needs of people with disabilities. Such technical requirements were set forth by the Minister of Infrastructure in the Regulation of 29 July 2011 on polling stations accommodated to the needs of voters with disabilities. It came into force on 1 August 2011. This Regulation voided the previous Regulation of 31 July 2001 on polling stations accommodated to the needs of voters with disabilities issued by the Minister of Interior. 

The current Regulation, even though it is not limited to particular types of disabilities, seems to be written with the view to persons with physical disabilities (e.g. on a wheelchair) and sight impairments, as the provisions address these kinds of disabilities. 
The polling station has to be easily accessible – the entrance should be on the ground floor or it should be equipped with a ramp or other device easing access, and at least one door needs to be accommodated to the needs of persons with disabilities (e.g. proper width, low threshold). The polling station’s interior should be accommodated – the edges of stairs need to be marked with contrastive colours, the floors cannot be slippery, the path between the entrance and the place of voting should be as short as possible, all transparent barriers should be marked, and additional lighting should be provided in the voting spot. Persons with disabilities should be provided with at least one spot ensuring the secrecy of their vote. All notices and information posted at the polling station should be accessible for persons with disabilities (e.g. posted at a proper height).

	Does the law foresee training for election authorities and election officials on non-discrimination on the grounds of disability, accessibility and reasonable accommodation?
	There is no such obligation provided in law. The statement is based on the analysis of law. 

Even though the law does not foresee such particular training, some general training is organised for members of election commissions prior to each election and it contains elements related to persons with disabilities. Materials for such training are prepared. However, they are developed for each particular training and are not available for the general public.
 

The issue regarding voting of people with disabilities is raised in a guidance note on the conduct of voting of the National Election Commission for electoral commissions. This guidance is the basis of training for members of electoral commissions.  

	Does the national strategy/action plan on disability cover the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?
	No national disability action plan or strategy.

	Are all persons with disabilities, including those who have been deprived of their legal capacity, able to access redress and complaint mechanisms in cases where they have not been able to exercise the right to vote?
	Under Article 10 § 2 pt. 3 of the Electoral Code
, persons who, by a final judgment of a court, have been subjected to legal incapacitation have no right to vote. They are therefore not able to access redress or complaint mechanism on account of their deprivation of the right to vote. 
In the case of persons who have not been incapacitated, Article 20 §  4 of the Electoral Code
 states that anyone whose right to be included into  the register of voters has been denied, has the right to appeal such a decision to the Regional Court within three days after receiving the decisions. Article 20 §  4 does not contain special provisions referring to persons with disabilities, as it relates to all voters. 

Additionally, pursuant to Article 82 of the Electoral Code
, voters have the possibility to submit an election protest against the validity of elections in a constituency or election of a particular person. Such protests can be lodged in two cases – crime against elections or violation of certain provisions of the Electoral Code. The protest should be submitted within the respective time (which is for example 14 days from the date of the elections for municipal elections, 7 days from the date of the publication of the results in the Journal of Laws for the elections to the Sejm, Senat and European Parliament).


II. PROCESS INDICATORS
	Process indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Are there mechanisms in place to ensure that disabled people’s organisations (DPOs) are consulted and involved in the development of laws and policies in electoral matters? Please give details of the mechanisms through which DPOs are involved.
	In Article 5 paragraph 1 of the Act on Activity in Public Benefit and Volunteering
 provides an obligation on the part of public administration bodies to co-operate with non-governmental organisations in performance of public tasks. The scope of public tasks is delineated in Article 4 of the Act
 and it includes activities for the benefit of persons with disabilities. Various forms of cooperation between NGOs and public administration bodies are listed in Article 5 paragraph 2 of the Act on Activity in Public Benefit and Volunteering.
 The list includes consultations of draft legal acts with non-governmental organisations. 

People with disabilities participate in the various evaluation and advisory bodies. For example, the representatives of people with disabilities are consulted within the framework of decision-making processes conducted with the participation of the following bodies established according to the provisions of the Act on Vocational and Social Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities: 

· the National Consultative Council for Disabled People (on the national level), which is an advisory body of the Government Plenipotentiary for Disabled People and acts as a platform of cooperation to the benefit of persons with disabilities between bodies of national administration, bodies of territorial self-government and non-governmental organisations. The scope of activities of the Council includes the submission to the Plenipotentiary of proposals for actions aimed at meeting the needs of people with disabilities. It also includes the submission, upon the Plenipotentiary’s request, of opinions on the proposals for underlying principles of policy concerning employment and vocational and social rehabilitation of persons with disabilities and on legislative projects that can affect the situation of persons with disabilities, as well as informing on the need to establish or change the regulations in this respect;  

the voluntary voivodship councils for persons with disabilities (on the regional level), which are consultative and advisory bodies serving the marshals of voivodships; their task is to inspire actions aimed at vocational and social rehabilitation of persons with disabilities and exercising the rights by persons with disabilities, to issue opinions on the voivodship programmes of action for the benefit of persons with disabilities, to evaluate their implementation as well as to advise on draft resolutions and programmes prepared for adoption by the voivodship parliament from the perspective of their impact on persons with disabilities; 
the voluntary powiat (district) councils for persons with disabilities (on the local level), which are consultative and advisory bodies serving the starostas; the scope of their activity is powiat-wide and their tasks are similar to those of the voivodship councils.

In reference to public administration bodies responsible for elections, Article 160 § 3 of the Electoral Code
 provides that, within its scope of activities, the National Election Commission (Państwowa Komisja Wyborcza) co-operates with non-governmental organizations whose statutory goals include developing democracy and civil society, increasing voting activity and promoting civil rights. 
By way of example, on 24 March 2009, the President and the Secretary of the National Election Commission met with representatives of the Coalition for Persons with Disabilities. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the legislative changes with respect to election participation of persons with disabilities. On 1 December 2009, the Secretary of the National Election Commission took part in a seminar of the Parliamentary Team for Persons with Disabilities, devoted to the presentation of the draft law on facilitation of election participation of persons with disabilities. The meeting was attended by the representatives of the Sejm, Senate (two chambers of the Polish parliament), Parliamentary commissions and teams, experts and NGOs representing persons with disabilities, including Friends of Integration Association and the Polish Association of Blind Persons. Similar meetings were held in other years
. The draft law was eventually turned into law and passed as the Act of 27 May 2011 Amending the Act-Electoral Code and the Act introducing the Act-Electoral Code.
 The law introduced a definition of the voter with disabilities, as well as regulations on the provision of information to persons with disabilities (current Chapter 5a of the Electoral Code), voting by proxy and remote voting (current Chapter 7a of the Electoral Code). 

The Rules of procedure of Sejm
 and the Rules of procedures of Senat
 (two chambers of the Polish parliament) in provisions concerning public hearings or consultations concerning draft legal acts do not foresee any special regulations concerning consultations with disabled persons’ organisations with regard to the development of laws and policies in electoral matters.

	Have national judicial redress mechanisms considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	In its decision of 25 October 2000, the Supreme Court
 stated that not -providing to the persons with disabilities with access to the polling station violates the provisions of the Act on Presidential Election
, however, it does not influence the election results.

The priest Tadeusz Z. submitted an election protest claiming about the preparation of the polling station in the Polish consulate in Rome (Italy) during the Presidential Election in October 2000. The priest stated that due to the poor preparation of the polling station as well as the staff, 150 voters with disabilities were not able to vote. The polling station was set on the first floor and the narrow, steep steps led to the polling station. It was impossible for four voters moving on the wheel chairs to reach the polling station. The claimant noted also that there was an organizational chaos, and the staff of the consulate did not provide the voters with any reliable information.

The Supreme Court found not enabling the persons with disability to vote by the National Election Commission as a ‘flagrant violation’ of the Act of Presidential Election. The Supreme Court underlined that public authorities are obliged to secure the possibility of the effective execution of the right to vote by all entitled citizens. The Supreme Court, however, did not claim that this particular case had an impact on the results of Presidential Elections in 2000.

Secondly, in its decision of 8 July 2009, the Supreme Court
 stated that the Court is not able to answer the question of how the voting rules should be shaped in order to secure election secrecy in situations when the vote is cast by a blind person. 

Rafał K. submitted an election protest claiming that during the European Parliament June 2009 election blind persons were deprived of the possibility to participate in secret elections. The only way for blind persons to vote was with the help of third persons. The Supreme Court rejected the claim as unsubstantiated. In the justification, the Supreme Court held that the grounds for submitting the electoral protests are limited to crimes against elections or violations of the provisions of the Act on Elections to the European Parliament (currently – the Electoral Code). Furthermore, the Supreme Court stated that it is not entitled to shape the rules of accessibility of voting for persons with disabilities.

	Have national non-judicial redress mechanisms (e.g. National Human Rights Institutions, Equality Bodies, Ombuds institutions) considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	The Human Rights Defender, as well as the Government Plenipotentiary for Disabled Persons, has campaigned for adjusting the polling stations to the needs of persons with disabilities, and for changing the voting regulations so as to improve the standards of execution of the voting rights by persons with disabilities. Numerous official letters
 regarding those issues were addressed to the Ministry of Administration and Internal Affairs, Ministry of Justice, National Election Commission, Sejm’s Legislative Commission and Spokespersons of both chambers of the Polish parliament.In each and every of these statements and letters the Human Rights Defender underlined the importance of adjusting the forms of voting to the needs of voters with disabilities. For instance, in March 2009, three months before the elections to the European Parliament, in the letter
 addressed to the Chairman of the National Election Commission, the Human Rights Defender requested to consider the possibility of marking the voting cards in a way which may help to vote blind voters or voters with sight disorders. After the elections, in July 2009, the Human Rights Defender addressed a letter
 to the Prime Minister pointing out the main dysfunctions of the previous Act on Elections, such as poor standards or lack of standards concerning the accessibility of polling stations for persons with disabilities, lack of facilitation for blind voters or voters with sight disorders. 
Since 2011 comprehensive research has been carried out including i.e. election  law and practise analyses, quantitative and qualitative (interviews with voters with disabilities) sociological research. The summary of the results from the Human Rights Defender’s research activities was published in September 2012 in the report “The guarantees of the right to vote for elderly persons and persons with disabilities. Analysis and Recommendations (Gwarancje korzystania z czynnego prawa wyborczego przez osoby starsze i osoby z niepełnosprawnościami. Analiza i zalecenia)”. The recommendations were discussed at the seminar, which took place on March 5th of 2013 in the Human Rights Defender`s Office in Warsaw. The participants included the Chairman of the National Election Commission, a number of parliamentarians as well as experts in constitutional law, NGO representatives and citizens.The Human Rights Defender receives individual complaints from persons with disabilities regarding their political rights, but undertakes interventions usually of a general nature. The concrete statistics on the number of individual complaints are, however, unavailable. The representative of the Human Rights Defender assessed their number as rather low and intensifying in election periods.
 It’s worth underlining that on the basis of one of complaints, in December 2012, the Human Rights Defender submitted a claim to the Constitutional Tribunal seeking for a declaration of Article 492 § 1 point 6 of the Electoral Code as unconstitutional.

	Is information about how and where to complain in the case of problems with exercising the right to political participation accessible to all persons with disabilities? 
	Complaint mechanisms for persons with disabilities are the same as those for other voters. Information on the mechanisms is published on the website of the National Election Commission
. The verification of http://pkw.gov.pl/aktualnosci , which is the official website of the National Election Commission, revealed that the website conforms with WCAG 2.0, however with a score of 6.7 out of 10, it still is difficult to access. Since it does not fulfil all AA level success criteria, it cannot be considered fully in compliance with this standard. Nevertheless, the website provides people with disabilities with a simplified text version and a high contrast version. It also allows text enlargement using Ctr+ key combination.

While most of the information which targets specifically persons with disabilities is easily found (on either of the two websites maintained by the National Election Commission, http://info.pkw.gov.pl and http://pkw.gov.pl/aktualnosci ) and available in an accessible form, at least for persons with some types of disability, e.g. it has versions for persons with sight impairments (plain text and contrast versions, text enlargement) or hearing impairments  (subtitled videos), the information on complaint mechanisms is, in the assessment of the authors of this report, generally difficult to find. It is difficult to find both for persons with and without disabilities, as it is available only in the text of the Electoral Code published on the website of the National Election Commission.
 When it comes to accessibility to persons with disabilities, the webpage containing the text of the Electoral Code can be viewed in plain text and high contrast versions.


III. OUTCOME INDICATORS
	Outcome indicators
	Source and supporting information

	What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent municipal elections and in the 2009 European Parliament elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?

What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent national elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?
	The exact voter turnout rate among persons with disabilities is difficult to estimate, since data on the disability of voters is not collected. However, with regard to the most recent elections, it is possible to indirectly indicate the level of electoral participation of persons with disabilities by collecting data on voting in particular voting modes provided for persons with disabilities or elderly persons. Such particular modes of voting have been introduced in Poland since 2010 when voting by proxy was first made available. Further modes, such as remote voting by post or voting with the use of prepared in Braille overlays to vote cards, were introduced in 2011.

There is no direct data available on the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent European Parliament elections. It is also difficult to provide an estimation of this number, since voting options for people with disabilities mentioned above were not available in 2009 when the elections took place.  The general turnout for elections amounted to 24.53%
. 

There is no direct data available on the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent 2010 municipal elections. The general turnout for elections amounted to 47.3%
. 

There is no direct data available on the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the last 2011 national elections to the Sejm and Senat. There is, however, an opportunity to glimpse the scale of participation by analysing available data broken into voting categories which concern persons with disabilities or persons with disabilities and elderly persons. Thus, in 2011 national elections:

- 807 persons voted remotely by post (available to persons with disabilities), 12.427 persons voted by proxy (available both to persons with disabilities and elderly persons above 75 years of age) and 43 persons used  prepared in Braille overlays to vote cards for remote voting by post
,214 persons used prepared in Braille overlays to vote cards at the polling stations
.

The general turnout for elections amounted to 48.92%
.

	How many members of the current national parliament identify as having a disability?
	Out of 560 MPs and senators there are 3 who identify themselves as having a disability
. 

	How many members of current municipal governments identify as having a disability?
	There is no available data on the number of members of current municipal governments who identify as having a disability.

The responsibility to gather data on municipal governments and their members lies within the competences of the National Statistical Office (NSO). NSO compiles data on the basis of particular criteria which do not include the criterion of disability. 

Information on the number of members of current municipal governments who identify as having a disability could be available from the organs of municipal governments – communes (gminy) and towns (miasta). However, since there are 2479 communes and 908 towns, such an undertaking would exceed the scope of the current report.

In reference to this point it should be noted that in accordance with the Article 492 § 1 point 6 of the Electoral Code
 the mandate of the presidents of the municipalities - voyt, city mayor and city president (wójt, burmistrz, prezydent miasta) expires when the decision on incapability of performing the work is issued by the Medical Commission of the Social Insurance Fund (Komisja Lekarska Zakładu Ubezpieczeń Społecznych) on the basis of the regulations of the Act on Pensions and Benefits from the Social Insurance Fund
. In December 2012, the Human Rights Defender submitted a claim to the Constitutional Tribunal seeking for a declaration of Article 492 § 1 point 6 of the Electoral Code as unconstitutional
. The case is on-going before the Constitutional Tribunal.

	What proportion of polling stations is accessible for persons with disabilities? Please indicate whether polling stations are accessible for all persons with disabilities or for particular impairment groups e.g. persons with visual, hearing, physical impairments etc)
	In 2009 elections to the European Parliament, according to official data presented by the National Election Commission, 25,412 (numbers given cover only polling stations created within the territory of Poland) polling stations were created of which 6,241 were accommodated to the needs of persons with disabilities.
 The criteria used to assess the accommodation of polling stations to the needs of persons with disabilities were set forth in a Regulation of 31 July 2001 (see indicator 13).The 2011 Regulation provides the currently valid criteria.  In 2010 municipal elections, according to official data presented by the National Election Commission, 24,175 polling stations were created of which 6,256 were accommodated to the needs of persons with disabilities.
 The same year, Poland held presidential elections.  Official data published by the National Election Commission states that 25,774 polling stations were created among them 6,941 polling stations accommodated to the needs of persons with disabilities.

According to official data presented by the National Election Commission, in the last national elections to the Sejm and Senat in 2011, 25,722 polling stations were created (numbers given cover only polling stations created within the territory of Poland)  of which 7,718 were accommodated to the needs of persons with disabilities. This is the only election after the last Regulation was adopted. 
The previous Regulation was in place since 2001. It was, therefore, in force during  2001, 2005, 2007 Sejm and Senate elections; 2005 and 2010 presidential elections; 2004 and 2009 European Parliament elections; 2002, 2006, 2010 local government elections; and 2003 national referendum.
In comparison, in 2007 national elections to the Sejm and Senat, there were 5,487 such polling stations. The number of accommodated polling stations in 2011 almost fulfilled the legal requirement of one-third. Nevertheless, as the Human Rights Defender states in its report of September 2012, “in practice, however, the degree to which single communes fulfil the requirement imposed on them is not uniform around the country.”
  However, as indicated by the results of the inspections carried out by both the Ombudsman and the Supreme Audit Office, the vast majority of polling stations designated by the commune as adapted to the needs of people with disabilities are in fact not available for this group of voters. The Supreme Audit Office, after the inspection of 100 selected stations, found irregularities in 62% of them. At 90 polling stations inspected by employees of the Office of the Ombudsman shortcomings were noted in 72, which accounted for 80% of all visited buildings visited. As indicated above, the Electoral Code
 provides that one-third of all polling stations should be accommodated to the needs of voters with disabilities, but it does not establish any deadlines for adjustments. Whereas, the Act introducing the Act-Electoral Code
 specifies that by 31 December 2014, one-fifth of all polling stations in the territory of each commune should be accommodated to the needs of voters with disabilities. 

	Does the website to provide instructions for voting and information on candidates run by the ministry responsible for organising elections meet accessibility standards (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)?
	A general obligation of the services rendered by public administration bodies to meet the accessibility standards of WCAG 2.0 AA is contained in Article 18 of the Act on Digitalisation of the Activity of Subjects Conducting Public Tasks
 and an executive regulation thereto. All existing websites need to be upgraded to this standard and the new ones need to conform with the standards from the outset.

The websites that provide instructions for voting and information on candidates are run by the National Election Commission. Such an obligation on the part of the National Election Commission is provided in the Electoral Code in Article 160 § 2 in relation with § 1 point 9. Pursuant to these provisions, the National Election Commission conducts and supports information activities which broaden the citizens’ knowledge of election laws, in particular of voting rules. The National Election Commission carries out these tasks through, among others, an Internet information website. 

The National Election Commission maintains two related websites - http://info.pkw.gov.pl  and http://pkw.gov.pl/aktualnosci  on which it provides instructions concerning voting and basic information about candidates. To assess the conformity of the websites with WCAG 2.0 AA success criteria, we used an automatic tool for website conformity verification available at: http://www.validator.utilitia.pl. The same tool was a basis for public authorities’ website accessibility assessment conducted by the Foundation Institute for Regional Development which published its report in April 2013
.   

The results of the verification of http://info.pkw.gov.pl, which received a score of 5.7 out of 10, show that the website does not conform fully with the WCAG 2.0 AA standards. Since all success criteria of each level have to be fulfilled for a website to be judged as in conformity with this level, it is in fact impossible to say that the website conforms even with standard A. However, the website does contain various tools which ease access for persons with disabilities. It allows for text enlargement using Ctr+ key combination; it provides a simplified text version and a high contrast version; and it contains pre-recorded video materials which are accompanied by text. 

The verification of http://pkw.gov.pl/aktualnosci revealed that the website conforms with WCAG 2.0 to a higher degree than the one analysed above, however with a score of 6.7 out of 10, it still is difficult to access. Since it does not fulfil all AA level success criteria, it cannot be considered fully in compliance with this standard. Nevertheless, the website provides people with disabilities with a simplified text version and a high contrast version. It also allows text enlargement using Ctr+ key combination.

The two analysed websites are closely linked and a lot of the content is similar. However, http://info.pkw.gov.pl is focused on informing the public about the elections, election participation and the voting process. It is, in other words, an information service maintained by the National Election Commission. The other website constitutes the website of the National Election Commission and contains additional information on the activities of the Commission, etc.

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has national language subtitles?
	The NFP submitted a request for relevant statistics to the National Council of Radio and Television, whichreferred to the Polish Television for information. The answer obtained from Polish Television did not include information relevant for this section.

In accordance with the information provided by the President of the Board of the Polish Television during the election campaign before the Elections to the European Parliament (25 May – 5 June 2009) 18 election committees’  (which represent candidates), broadcasted information programmes between 25 May and 5 June 2009 including subtitles for deaf persons.


	How many political parties, out of the total who participated in the most recent European Parliament and municipal elections, made their manifesto/campaign material accessible to persons with disabilities (e.g. large print, braille, easy-to-read, audio versions etc)?
	There is no comprehensive and reliable data concerning this matter. In 2009 European Parliament elections, 12 election committees  registered the lists of candidates for deputies to the European Parliament. After verifying all the committees’ web sites 2 out of 12 manifestos and programs of the parties are available online. The documents are published in the PDF format without any particular adaption for accessibility for persons with disabilities. 

In 2010 municipal elections 12090 election committees were registered. There is no comprehensive and reliable data that any of those materials were prepared particularly for persons with disabilities.

	What proportion of public authority national and municipal buildings is accessible to persons with disabilities?
	There is no comprehensive and updated data concerning the total number of all possible public authority national and municipal buildings. Therefore, it is impossible to say what proportion of those buildings is accessible to persons with disabilities.

However, in 2008 the Government Plenipotentiary for Disabled Persons conducted a Study on the Accessibility of Governmental Administration Building and Central Offices
.  The study was based on a survey addressed to ministries and central offices in Warsaw. Altogether, the study covered 33 respondent ministries and offices, and 62 buildings. 

In reference to accessibility for persons with physical disabilities, for example:

- The paths to surveyed buildings had hardened, and not soft, surfaces (utwardzone),
- 55% had lowered curbs in parking spaces, enabling easy access to the building,

- 32% had informative signs indicating convenient entrances to buildings.

In reference to accessibility for persons with sight impairment, for example:

- 71% had personal assistance of an employee in navigating in and around the building,

- 37% had tone communication regarding navigation around the building,

-  in 17% of the buildings staircases were marked  correctly.

In reference to accessibility for persons with hearing impairments, for example:

- 63% had legible information boards.

In reference to accessibility for intellectual disabilities:

- 69% of the buildings had provided assistance of the employee. 

Moreover, detailed information from ministries and central offices concerning removal of functional barriers, in particular architectural ones, in their buildings has been included in the Annex 9 to the document “Information of the Government of the Republic of Poland on activities undertaken in 2012 to implement provisions of the Polish Sejm Resolution on 1 August 1997 – Charter of Rights of Persons with Disabilities”
.  

At the regional level, the Main Controlling Chamber conducted a study on accessibility of building in the Podlaskie voivodeship.

	How many complaints related to infringements of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities were recorded in 2012? What proportion of these complaints were successful?
	There is no reliable data regarding this issue. Such a complaint can be filled in accordance with the Article 20 § 4 of the Electoral Code
 which states that anyone whose right to be included into the register of voters has been denied, has the right to appeal such a decision to the Regional Court within three days after receiving the decision. Article 20 par. 4 does not contain special provisions referring to persons with disabilities, as it relates to all voters. 

In the light of lack of any media reports and records in legal databases it is difficult to estimate to number of complaints filled in 2012. It is also difficult to estimate the number since there were no elections in Poland in 2012 except for the municipal supplementary and pre-term elections.  
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� NFP contribution to FRA Annual Report 2013, forthcoming.
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� The Act of 27 August 1997 on Vocational and Social Rehabilitation and Employment of Persons with Disabilities (Ustawa z dnia 27 sierpnia 1997 roku o rehabilitacji zawodowej i społecznej oraz zatrudnianiun osób niepełnosprawnych,Dz. U. z 2011 roku Nr 127, poz. 721)
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� According to article 9 § 2 of the Electoral Code, if the date of implementation of and action defined by the Code falls on  Saturday, Sunday or a public holiday the time limit shall be deemed to expire on the first working day following that date.
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� Poland, Electoral Code of 5 January 2011 (Ustawa z dnia 5 stycznia 2011 Kodeks wyborczy), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20110210112" �http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20110210112� 


� FRA, Country thematic report Poland, commissioned as background material for comparative reports published in the context of the project on the Fundamental rights of persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with mental health problems by the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, , available at: � HYPERLINK "http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2158-mental-health-study-2009-PL.pdf" �http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2158-mental-health-study-2009-PL.pdf�, para 107. 


� Poland, Response to a questionnaire for the Thematic Study of the United Nations  Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities, 21 December 2011, A/HRC/19/36,  available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/Poland.doc" �http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/Poland.doc�
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� Poland, Response to a questionnaire for the Thematic Study of the United Nations  Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities, 21 December 2011, A/HRC/19/36,  available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/Poland.doc" �http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/Poland.doc�, p.1


� Poland, Electoral Code of 5 January 2011  (Ustawa z dnia 5 stycznia 2011 Kodeks wyborczy), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20110210112" �http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20110210112� 


� Poland, Act on Digitalisation of the Activity of Subjects Conducting Public Tasks of 17 February 2005 (Ustawa z dnia 17 lutego 2005 o informatyzacji działalności podmiotów realizujących zadania publiczne), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20050640565" �http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20050640565� 


� Poland, Council of Ministers’ Regulation on National Interoperability Framework, Minimum Requirements for Public Registers and Exchange of Information in Electronic Form and Minimum Requirements for Tele-information Systems (Rozporządzenie Rady Ministrów z dnia 12 kwietnia 2012 r. w sprawie Krajowych Ram Interoperacyjności, minimalnych wymagań dla rejestrów publicznych i wymiany informacji w postaci elektronicznej oraz minimalnych wymagań dla systemów teleinformatycznych), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20120000526" �http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20120000526� 


� Poland, Act on Sign Language and Others Forms of Communication (Ustawa z dnia 19 sierpnia 2011 o języku migowym i innych środkach komunikowania się).


� Poland, Act on the radio and television (Ustawa z dnia 29 grudnia 1992 r. o Radiofonii i Telewizji).


� Poland, the draft law amending the Electoral Code and some other laws (ustawa o zmianie ustawy Kodeks wyborczy oraz niektórych innych ustaw) available at: � HYPERLINK "http://orka.sejm.gov.pl/Druki7ka.nsf/0/701AAA68DB715E21C1257BF900355E71/%24File/1786.pdf" �http://orka.sejm.gov.pl/Druki7ka.nsf/0/701AAA68DB715E21C1257BF900355E71/%24File/1786.pdf� 


� Information obtained during a phone conversation with a representative of the National Election Commission, 17 September 2013.
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� Poland, Electoral Code (Ustawa z dnia 5 stycznia 2011 Kodeks wyborczy).


� Poland, National Election Commission (Państwowa Komisja Wyborcza), Information on the activity of the National Election Council and National Election Bureau in 2009 (Informacja o działalności Państwowej Komisji Wyborczej i Krajowego Biura Wyborczego w roku 2009), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://pkw.gov.pl/g2/i/19/25/39/192539/Informacje_PKW-KBW-2009.pdf" �http://pkw.gov.pl/g2/i/19/25/39/192539/Informacje_PKW-KBW-2009.pdf� 


� Poland, Act of 27 May 2011Amending the Act-Electoral Code and the Act introducing the Act-Electoral Code (Ustawa z dnia 27 maja 2011 r. o zmianie ustawy – Kodeks wyborczy oraz ustawy – Przepisy wprowadzające ustawę – Kodeks wyborczy), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://orka.sejm.gov.pl/proc6.nsf/ustawy/2800_u.htm" �http://orka.sejm.gov.pl/proc6.nsf/ustawy/2800_u.htm� 


� Poland, Rules of procedures of Sejm (Uchwała Sejmu Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej dnia 30 lipca 1992 r. Regulamin Sejmu Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej).


� Poland, Rules of procedures of Senat (Uchwała Senatu Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej z dnia 23 listopada 1990 r. Regulamin Senatu).


� Poland, Supreme Court (Sąd Najwyższy), decision no. III SW 54/00 of 25 October 2000, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://dokumenty.e-prawnik.pl/orzecznictwo/sad-najwyzszy/izba-pracy/3iiisw0054.html" �http://dokumenty.e-prawnik.pl/orzecznictwo/sad-najwyzszy/izba-pracy/3iiisw0054.html� 


� Poland, Act on Election of the President of the Republic of Poland of 27 September 1990 (Ustawa z dnia 27 września 1990 r. o wyborze Prezydenta Rrzeczpospolitej Polskiej). The Act is no longer in force – it was annulled on 8 January 2011.


� Poland, Supreme Court (Sąd Najwyższy), decision no. III SW 17/09 of 8 July 2009, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://sejmometr.pl/sn_orzeczenia/11027" �http://sejmometr.pl/sn_orzeczenia/11027�   


� Poland, Human Rights Defender’s Letter to the National Election Council on the possibility for persons with disabilities to vote (Wystąpienie Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich do Państwowej Komisji Wyborczej w sprawie możliwości korzystania przez osoby niepełnosprawne z czynnego prawa wyborczego), 26 July 2000, available at: http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=574061, Poland, Human Rights Defender’s Letter to the National Election Council on the need to take decisive action to ensure the conditions of access to polling stations for persons with disabilities (Wystąpienie Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich do Państwowej Komisji Wyborczej w sprawie potrzeby podjęcia zdecydowanych działań na rzecz zapewnienia warunków dostępu do lokali wyborczych osobom niepełnosprawnym), 5 October 2000, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=590533" �http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=590533�, Poland, Human Rights Defender’s Letter to the Sejm’s Speaker on the need for introducing legislation to enable persons with disabilities full implementation of the right to vote (Wystąpienie Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich do Marszałka Sejmu w sprawie potrzeby wprowadzenia przepisów umożliwiających osobom niepełnosprawnym pełną realizację czynnego prawa wyborczego) 21 July 2003, � HYPERLINK "http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=852838" �http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=852838�, Poland,  Human Rights Defender’s Letter to the Sejm’s Speaker on the need for introducing legislation to enable persons with disabilities full implementation of the right to vote (Wystąpienie Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich do Marszałka Sejmu w sprawie potrzeby wprowadzenia przepisów umożliwiających osobom niepełnosprawnym pełną realizację czynnego prawa wyborczego) 24 April 2006, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=1116492" �http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=1116492�, Poland, Human Rights Defender’s Letter to the Sejm’s Speaker on the introduction of the Act on Elections to the Sejm and to the Senate, a national referendum law and the law on the referendum called local institutions. alternative forms of voting (Wystąpienie Rzecznika Praw Obywateslkich do Marszałka Sejmu w sprawie wprowadzenia do Ordynacji wyborczej do Sejmu RP i do Senatu RP, ustawy o referendum ogólnokrajowym oraz ustawy o referendum lokalnym instytucji tzw. alternatywnych form głosowania), 27 January 2010, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=1456783" �http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=1456783� 


� Poland, Human Rights Defender (Rzecznik Praw Obywatelskich), letter no. RPO - 572441 - I/08/AB  of 12 March 2009, .available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=1373905" �http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=1373905� 


� Poland, Human Rights Defender (Rzecznik Praw Obywatelskich), letter no. RPO - 572441 - I/07/AB of 13 July 2009, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=1406642" �http://www.sprawy-generalne.brpo.gov.pl/szczegoly.php?pismo=1406642� 


� Information obtained during a phone conversation with a representative of the Human Rights Defender, 17 September 2013.


� The website of the National Election Commission is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://pkw.gov.pl" �http://pkw.gov.pl� 
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� Poland, National Election Commission (Państwowa Komisja Wyborcza), Wyniki wyborów, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://pe2009.pkw.gov.pl/PUE/PL/WYN/M/index.htm" �http://pe2009.pkw.gov.pl/PUE/PL/WYN/M/index.htm�  


� Poland, National Election Commission (Państwowa Komisja Wyborcza), Wyniki wyborów, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://wybory2010.pkw.gov.pl/att/1/pl/000000.html#tabs-1" �http://wybory2010.pkw.gov.pl/att/1/pl/000000.html#tabs-1� 


� Information obtained during a phone conversation with the representative of the National Election Commission, 26 July 2013. 


� Poland, Human Rights Defender (Rzecznik Praw Obywatelskich), The guarantees of the right to vote for elderly persons and persons with disabilities. Analysis and Recommendations (Gwarancje korzystania z czynnego prawa wyborczego przez osoby starsze i osoby z niepełnosprawnościami. Analiza i zalecenia) , Warsaw, September 2012, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.rpo.gov.pl/sites/default/files/13499530090.pdf" �www.rpo.gov.pl/sites/default/files/13499530090.pdf� 


� Poland, National Election Commission (Państwowa Komisja Wyborcza), Wyniki wyborów, available at: wybory2011.pkw.gov.pl/att/pl/000000.html#tabs-1 


� According to the official Sejm and Senat’s web sites: www.sejm.gov.pl , and wwwsenat.gov.pl   
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