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Kirsten Roberts Lyer is an Associate Professor at Central
European University’s Department of Public Policy,
specializing in international human rights law and policy. She
teaches graduate-level courses on the Rule of Law and
Human Rights. Kirsten is a recognized expert on National
Human Rights Institutions (NHRI) whose publications on the
topic include a book on NHRIs published by Oxford University
Press. Her research focuses on protecting and strengthening
independent state-level institutions for promoting and
protecting human rights worldwide, with a particular focus on
NHRIs, parliaments, and academic freedom (university
autonomy). She has advised international organizations
including the OSCE, International IDEA, and the EU Agency
for Fundamental Rights on NHRIs and parliamentary
engagement with human rights. Prior to joining CEU, Kirsten
worked as a policy expert and international lawyer, and has
held various roles, including as a Director at the Irish Human
Rights Commission, Ireland’s NHRI, and legal officer at the
UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.
Kirsten holds a PhD in human rights from King's College
London School of Law.



