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Country Reference
Code Ve details title

Bulgaria /
Sofia Regional
Court /
Decision of 19

Bulgaria 2014 November
2014 on
administrative
case no. 7631
of 2014

Reference details URL

Hate Bias
motivation

Nationality

Court /
Body

Sofia
Regional
Court
(Codpuitcku
paiioHeH
cba)

Key facts of
the case

The political
party Ataka
(ATaka) was
sanctioned
with a fine of
BGN 3,000
(approximately
€1,500) for
inciting
intolerance
against
refugees. The
reason for the
sanction was a
talk show
broadcasted
on the party’s
TV channel
Alpha (Anda),
during which
the host of the
show, at the
time also a
member of
parliament,
described
refugees as
‘serial killers’,
‘cannibals’ and
‘disgusting,
seedy
primates’, who
had ‘already
started
stealing,
beating’ and
would ‘soon
start raping
and cutting
people’s heads
off’. Refugees
were also
described as
‘another wave
of
Islamisation’.

Results
(sanctions,
outcome) and
key
consequences
or
implications
of the case

The court
rejected the
claim of
political party
Ataka (ATaka)
and confirmed
the sanction
imposed by the
Council for
Electronic
Media (CEM)
(CuBeT 32
€N1eKTPOHHU
meauu, CEM).

Key issues
(concepts,

Key quotation
in original
language and

r ing /
argumentation

The court
concluded that,
by describing
Syrian refugees
as ‘killers’ and
‘cannibals’, the
TV host created
the impression
that all refugees
from Syria were
dangerous
potential
criminals.
According to the
court, such
statements,
made through a
national TV
channel, could
reach a broad
audience, cause
strong negative
feelings to the
viewers and
encourage them
to engage in
unlawful acts
against the
refugees. The
court also
referred to other
statements,
made during the
show, in which
the journalist
openly called for
a ‘rebellion” or
‘uprising’ to
‘expel this
Islamist mob’.

interp!
clarified by the
case

The court
elaborated on the
limitations of the
freedom of
expression,
noting that this
freedom, even
when the person
concerned is a
journalist, should
not be used
controversially
for the purpose of
delivering
harmful and
dangerous
messages to the
society.

into English
with reference
details

"Ha BTOpPO
MSCTO, AOPY 1
na ce npuewme,
e Bofjewata e
npeacTasana
CBOS rNeaHa
TOYKa N0 HAKOM
oT npobnemnTe
BbB BPb3Ka C
6exaHckaTa
Bb/Ha, TO
NPOTUBHO Ha
HaBeaeHoTo 0T
xanbonopatens
TBbPAEHME, HE
CTaBa fiCHO, Ye
ce umat
npeasna seve
ny6ankysaHn u
obcbxaaHu B
ny6anm4HoTo
NpOCTPaHCTBO
ANHNYHN
VHUMAEHTY, @
ce cb3aasa
BreyaTneHme,
e abcontoTHO
BCUYKN
cupuiiLmM B
cTpaHaTa Hu, ca
peanHo onacHu
noTeHuanHm
V3BBPLINTENN
Ha
NPeCTbNAEHNS.
Ypes
TBbpAEHNATa,
e Te Ca Macosu
ybuiiuu, ye ToBa
ca cemeiicTBaTa
Ha Xopa, KouTo
pexat rnasi u
M3XBBPAAT
MUPHO
HaceneHue ot
noKpuBMTE Ha
crpaauTe, ce
BHyLLIaBa
OCHoBaTesNeH
cTpaxy
ayauTopumsTa.”
"Secondly, even
if the TV host
had given her
point of view on
some of the
problems
relating to the
refugee wave,
contrary to what
the applicant
claims, it is not
clear that she
refers to single
incidents
already
published and
discussed in the
public domain;
instead, it is
implied that
absolutely all
Syrians in our
country are
really
dangerous
potential
offenders. By
claiming that
they are mass
murderers and
that these are
the families of
people who cut
heads and throw
peaceful
population from
roofs of
buildings, a
legitimate fear
in the audience
is being
created."
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