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Country Reference
Year motivation Body

Code details title Reference details URL

Bulgaria /
Burgas
Regional
Court /
Decision no.
Bulgaria 2014 1429 of 28 https://legalacts.justice.bg/Search/Details?actld=%2F4gkFhGTwE0%3D = Nationality
uly 2014 on
administrative
penal case
no.

2455/2014

Burgas
Regional
Court
(Bypracku
panoHeH
cba)

Key facts of
the case

The court
repealed a fine
of BGN 3,000
(approximately
€1,500),
imposed on
the TV channel
SKAT (CKAT)
for incitement
to intolerance
against ethnic
Turks. The
sanction was
originally
imposed for
the
broadcasting
of a TV show,
in which the
participants
argued that
the Turks were
planning to
conquer
Bulgaria and
annihilate the
Bulgarian
population.
The host of the
show referred
to the Turks as
a 'barbarian
nation’, which
had conquered
Bulgarian
lands by
‘beheadings,
murders and
bloodshed'".

Results
(sanctions,
outcome) and

Key Main
reasoning /

:’r ar ion

implications

of the case
The court
concluded that
none of the
statements had
incited
confrontation
between the
Bulgarian and

The court the Turkish

overruled the nations.

decision of the According to the

Council for court, the TV

Electronic presenter was

Media (CEM) expressing his

(CoBeT 3a personal opinion

eNeKTPOHHM without

meaun, CEM) confronting

and repealed different groups

the imposed of the

sanctions on
the TV service
provider.

population and
without inciting
intolerance. His
statements had
not caused
negative
feelings, in
particular, fear
of aggression on
the part of the
Turkish nation.

Key issues
(concepts,
interpretations)
clarified by the
case

The court
elaborated on the
degree to which
the freedom of
expression is
restricted by the
ban to incite
intolerance and
hatred. According
to the court, as
long as the
expressed
opinion does not
cause, directly or
indirectly,
negative feelings
such as fear and
insecurity, which
could turn to
hatred and
intolerance, the
freedom of
expression
should not be
restricted.

Key quotation
in original
language and
translated
into English
with
reference
details

"Cornep
cbbpaHuTe
[loKa3aTencTsa
CbABT CYNTa,
ye
n3nBAEHNsTa
Ha BoAewwns
npeaasaHeTo
npeacTapnspaT
n3pas Ha
npaBoTo My Ha
JNYHO MHEHNe
no onpepaenexa
Tema[...] B
KOHKPETHMS
cnyyan
V3BAEHNETO
Ha Bogewmns
npefasaHeTo
He BHylLaBa
HaumoHaHa
HETBPNUMOCT
KbM
eBpemnckaTta u
TypckaTa
Hauus, nopaau
KOeTO c4uTa,
e Tesun
KOMEHTapu He
ca thopmun Ha
pasnansaHe Ha
Bpaxnaa no
CMUCBAa Ha Y.
39, an.2 ot
KoHcTuTyumata
Ha Peny6nnka
Bbarapua.”"

"In the light of
the evidence
gathered, the
court considers
that the
statements of
the TV
presenter are
an expression
of his right to a
personal
opinion on a
particular topic
[...] In this case,
the statement
of the
presenter does
not incite to
national
intolerance
against the
Jewish and
Turkish nations,
and therefore
[the court]
considers that
these
comments are
not forms of
inflammation in
the sense of
Art. 39, para 2
of the
Constitution of
the Republic of
Bulgaria."
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