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Key facts of the case

The Mixed Jury Court of
Athens convicted two men
with alleged ties to the
Golden Dawn party for
murdering Shehzad
Lugman, a 27 year-old
worker from Pakistan on his
way to work. The Judgment
of the Court was the first to
examine the elements
capable of establishing a
racist motive such as the
circumstances of the
attack, the vulnerability and
identity of the victim and
the modus operandi of the
perpetrators. The accused
were sentenced to life in
prison with the aggravating
circumstance of racist
motive under Article 79 (3)
of the Greek Penal Code
(which has now been
amended to include racist
crimes). It was the first time
a Greek Court adjudicated
on a hate/racist crime.

Results (sanctions,
outcome) and key
or

Main

Key issues (concepts,

implications of the

The Mixed Jury Court of
Athens in a unanimous
verdict, found Dionysis
Liakopoulos, 26, and
Christos Stergiopoulos,
30, guilty of his
murder. They received
an additional 32
months each for
additional gun-related
charges. It was the first
time a racist crime had
ever been examined
before a court in
Greece.

The Court’s reasoning
underlined the qualitative
elements and the special
circumstances under
which the murder was
committed. It relied on
testimonies of NGOs and
experts referring to a
pattern of attacks against
migrants by Golden Dawn
supporters which were
motivated by racism.
During the reading of its
verdict, the court did not
classify the act as a racist
crime, however, the
sentencing took into
consideration the
aggravating circumstance
of racist motive based on
article 79CC.

clarified

interpr

by the case

The Mixed-Member Court
unanimously rejected pleas
by the defendants that the
case was "a quarrel”,
stating that the
circumstances of the case
such as the numerical
superiority of perpetrators -
at midnight - attack against
an individual unknown to
them, targeted as a
Pakistani migrant, with the
use of knives, in an area
frequented by migrants and
the possession of far-right
pamhplets indicate that the
offences committed were
carried out with a racist
motive.
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"N aVBPWIOKTOVOG MPOBETN TWY KATNYOPOUHEVWY, OL
onofot and kowol agaipecav TN Jwr Tou LUQMAN
SHEHZAD ... A6yw NG BLapopeETIKETNTAG TWY
EEWTEPLKWY TOU XAPAKTNPLOTIKWY, TNG EBVIKAG TOU
KaTaywyrg Kat Tng Opnokeiag Tou enBeBatwveTat Kat
amé To yeyovdg OTL Sev umiripEe €K PéPOuG Tov BUATOG
onoLadAnoTe HoPeN TPOKANONG E(TE AEKTIKH... ELTE
EUMPQKT... N KATOXN 4 OEAIBWY pE TNV avaypagh
MOAEMOZ 2TO 2YZTHMA www.XAgr.net - AAIKOZ
TYNAEIMOZ XPYZH AYTH Kkat 117 guAAabiwy pe Tnv
avaypagr] “TATI ©A WHOIZQ XPYZIH AYTH” ek pépoug
TOU TIPLITOL KATNYOPOUHEVOL Kal ouvakéAouBa n
OnopPEN TWY aKPAiWY MOALTIKLIY MEMOBATEWY TOL BEV
apKel and pévn TG yla va Tpoabobel PaTOLOTIKOG
XAPAKTHPAG 0TV aELOMOWN CUHTMEPLYOPE AUPOTEPWY
TWV KATNYOPOUHEVWY, OHWG OL ELBLKEG MEPLOTAOELG
und TG omoleg TEAEOTNKE TO EykAnua (enibeon and
VMEPTEPOUG APLOUNTIKG BPEOTEG - HETAPETOVOKTI
WPA - KATE yVWOTOL AVBPLTOU IOV GTOXOMOLONKE
WG MoKLOTaVOG HETAVAOTNG, ME TN XPAON HaXALPLLIY,
O€ MEPLOXT] TIOV OUXVATOUY AAAOBATOL HETAVAOTEG Kal
£{vat EUXEPTG O EVTOMOHOG TOL BOUATOG, XWP(G
TIPONYOUHEVN TPGKANGN amd auTd, MAKEN pE
OANEMAAANAEG HOXQLPLEG, BLaguyr HE Afyn Twy
TELOTNP{WY KAl AMOKPLYN TWY BLAKPLTIKWY
YVWPLOHATWY TOU HETAQOPLKOD HETOL, Kivnan Xwplg
TO PGB0 TOL EVTOMOMOV Kat TNG CUAANYNG, 6MWG
QVANTOXONKAY VW TEPW) HEV KATAAETOLY Kapia
ap@LBoAia 0To AlkaoTrpLo yia TN Sldmpagn Tou
EYKALATOG UTIAYOPEVGHEVOL b aLoBApATA
POTOLOTIKOD H{OOUG... 1) PGEN TOUG TEAEOTNKE and
Hioog mPoKaA0UpEVO AGYW TNG BLAYOPETIKOTNTAG TWV
EEWTEPLKWY XAPAKTNPLOTIKWYV TOL BUHATOG, TG
Bpnokeiag Tov, TNG EBVIKAG KL EBVOTIKAG TOL
KaTtaywyrg, oOHQWYa UE To &pBpo 79 map. 3 €6. TeA.
MK, onwg woxoeL”.

"The murderous intent of the defendants who killed
Shehzad Lugman... due to the difference in his
appearance, his ethnic origin and religion is confirmed
by the fact that the victim did not provoke them either
orally nor physically,... the possession of 4 pages with
the title “WAR AGAINST THE SYSTEM www.XAgr.net -
GOLDEN DAWN"” and 117 pamphlets on “WHY | WILL
VOTE FOR GOLDEN DAWN" by the first defendant and
the existence of extreme political views does not alone
offer a racist character to the criminal actions of each
defendant, however the special circumstances under
which the crime was committed (numerical superiority
of perpetrators - at midnight- attack against an
individual unknown to them, who was targeted as a
Pakistani migrant, with the use of knives, in an area
frequented by migrants and the identification of the
victim was easier, without any provocation by the
victim, repeated stabs, escape by removing the
evidence and hiding the distinctive features of the
vehicle, moving ahead without fear of localization and
arrest) leave no further doubt to the Court that the
crime was perpetrated based on feelings of racist
hatred... the offence was carried out due to hate based
on the differences in the victim’s appearance, his
religion and ethnic origin."
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