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Spain 2015

Spain /
Supreme
Court Civil
Chamber /
STS
545/2015

http://www.poderjudicial.es/search/contenidos.action?action=contentpdf&databasematch=TS&reference=7312340&links=Los%20doce%20imanes%20de%20la%20yihad&optimize=20150304&publicinterface=true Religion

Supreme
Court
Civil
Chamber
(Tribunal
Supremo,
Sala de
lo Civil)

The
Supreme
Court ruled
against
Telemadrid
TV Channel
for
attacking
the honor of
two
religious
leaders. In
October
2010, the
Telemadrid
TV Channel
had
broadcasted
a report
entitled
"Twelve
magnets of
Jihad in
Spain” (Los
doce
imanes de
la yihad en
España). It
linked two
well-known
Muslim
leaders
based in
Catalonia
with
"Islamist"
terrorism.
The report
contained
images and
opinions
linked to
terrorist
attacks
such as the
twin towers
in New York
or the
bombings of
trains in
Madrid.
The report
made
reference to
the
existence of
active
jihadist cells
without
identifying
if the
claimants
did belong
to these
terrorist
cells, or if
the
claimants
were
targeting or
radicalising
activists
terrorist.

The Supreme
Court ruled
against
Telemadrid TV
Channel for
attacking the
honor of two
religious
leaders.
The court
confirmed the
compensation
of 10,000 euros
to each
appellant
imposed by the
previous Girona
Provincial Court
ruling.

The ruling
confirmed
unlawful
prejudice to the
honour and the
image of the
plaintiffs, since
it referred to Mr.
Attaouil as a
“radical Salafist
magnet" and to
Mr. Rachid
Menda, as
having links
with the
terrorism.

The judgment of
the Supreme
Court exposes
the motives by
which the
freedom of
information does
not prevail in this
case, as "the
unquestionable
strength and
preponderance of
freedom of
information yields
in the absence of
proven accuracy
of the news and
the seriousness
of the information
that is
disseminated".

“la indiscutible
intensidad y
preponderancia
de la libertad
de información
cede, sin
embargo, ante
la ausencia de
veracidad
contrastada de
la noticia y la
gravedad de
las propias
informaciones
que se
difunden, de
indudable
incidencia en la
reputación de
la persona de
los recurridos."
"the
unquestionable
strength and
preponderance
of freedom of
information
however gives
in because of
the absence of
proven
truthfulness of
the news and
the gravity of
the own
information
disseminated,
that do have
an
unquestionable
impact on
complaints
person´s
reputation."
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