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Cases and rulings

Key facts
Court / Body of the
case

County Year Refarence Reference details URL Hatelpiag

Code details title motivation

The
defendant
was
accused of
insulting a
group of
people of
Arab origin
and

Poland / District .
Poland / District Muslims

Court for

Poland 2018 Szczecin-Centrum
in Szczecin / VK
24118

Religion, "
Racilor | DistietCourtfor | LGS o
ethnic in Szczecin their ethnic
origin and
religious
background
by placing
vulgar
inscriptions
on the
facade of
the
building.

Results
(sanctions,
outcome) and
key
consequences
or

implications
of the case

The accused
was convicted.
He was
sentenced to 6
months of
imprisonment
for the
probation
period of 2
years.

Main

Key issues
(concepts,

Key
quotation in
original
language and

argumentation

The defendant's
act was
qualified as a
hooligan offense
(Article 115 § 21
of the Penal
Code),
committed for
trivial reasons.
The crime was a
deliberate
attack on the
public order and
manifested
disregard for the
legal order. As
racial and
religious hatred
was a
foundation of
the most tragic
events in the
history, the
Court found the
act of the
defendant as
significantly
harmful. The
defendant not
only insulted
Arabs and
Muslims but also
incited other
people to harm
them.

interp
clarified by the
case

The insult of
another person
can take various
forms: a verbal
form (use of
vulgar words),
drawings (e.g.
caricature),
symbols, signs or
any other type of
communication
(film,
photography) or
a gesture that
expresses
disrespect for
another person.

into English
with
reference
details

"(...) zniewage
moga stanowic
rozmaitego
rodzaju
zachowania,
ktérych
wspdlng cecha
jest to, ze
wyrazaja
pogarde dla
godnosci
drugiego
cztowieka.
Srodki wyrazu,
jakie zostaty
przez sprawce
do tego uzyte,
53 obojetne.
Zniewazajace
zachowanie
moze zatem
przybra¢
postac stowna
(postuzenie sie
wulgarnym
stownictwem),
by¢ wyrazone
za pomoca
rysunku (np.
Karykatura),
symboli,
znakoéw albo
innego rodzaju
$rodka
przekazu (film,
fotografia) czy
tez gestu,
ktory wyraza
brak szacunku
wobec drugiej
osoby."

"[(...) a variety
of behaviors
can be defined
as "insults";
the common
feature is that
they express
contempt for
the dignity of
other people.
The means of
expression
used by the
perpetrator are
irrelevant.
Abusive
behavior may
therefore take
a verbal form
(use of vulgar
words), be
expressed by
means of
drawings (e.g.
caricature),
symbols, signs.
or any other
type of
communication
(film,
photography)
or a gesture
that expresses
disrespect for
another
person]"
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