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Cases and rulings

CoUntry year Reference  Reference details URL Hate Blas | Court/ Body Key facts of the case
Bulgaria
Supreme The case concerns harassment on the grounds of religion and disability. The
defendant was found guily of verbally and physically attacking one of his
Court Supreme employees in the presence of two of their colleagues. The victim, a Muslim
Decision No Administrative  man suffering from diabetes, was called ‘scumbag’ ‘nasty Turk' and ‘dirty
Bulgaria 2020 896 of 21 dc justice.bg/c nsfle_act. 167970; Religion Court (Bbpxosen  Gypsy', and was hit several times on the head and body. For the facts of the
january 2020 aaMuHucTpaTUBeH  case see Administrative Court of Lovech / Decision No 152 of 5 December
o ) 2018 on administrative case No 264/2018
s justice ho/Search/GetActContentByActid?actid=02pgho;
case No
1934/2019

Results
(sanctions,
outcome) and
ke

ey
consequences
or

implications
of the case

‘The Supreme
Administrative

decision of the
lower instance
court and
confirmed the
initial decision
of the
Comission for
Protection
against
Discrimination
(CPD), which
found the
defendant
quilty of
harassment on
the grounds of
religion and
disability and
sanctioned him

(@pproximately
€250).

Main
reasoning /
argumentation

The Supreme
Administrative
Court found that
the victim's
religion and
disability were
the main
reasons for the
aggressive
behaviour of the
defendant.
According to the
court, the
decision of the

person was
motivated by
the religious

Muslim in the

Furthermore,
according to the
court, the
manner, in
which the victim
was attacked,
was aimed at
intimidating the
victim

specifically
because of their
religion.

Key issues
concepts,
interpretations)
clarified by the
case

One of the key
issues was the
assessment of
the defendant’s
motivation. After
the incident, the
victim first
approached the
Commission for
Protection

gainst
Discrimination
(CPD), which,
after examining
the case, found
that the
defendant’s
behaviour was
motivated by two

victim’s health,
The court, before
which this
decision was
appealed, issued
the opposite
decision arguing
that the conflict
between the two
persons was of
personal nature
and was not
related to the
victim’s religion

Court (SAC),
acting as a last
instance,
disagreed with
the lower court’s
conclusions,
repealed its
judgment and
confirmed the
initial decision of
the equality
body.

Key quott
original language
and translated

into English with
reference details

"W360pBT Ha P.

npouecrara

pena),
ycTanosenuTe
cneumciiHn
neiicTaus Ha
AUCKpMMHATOpa,
NpeABUA Tex A
XapaxTep, ca
wManw 3a uen aa
npenu3BMKaT
4yBCT80 Ha
yHmKeHme Ha
OCHOBaHMe UMeHHO
703U Np3HaK,
CoueTan ¢
npy3HaKa
Lyspexaane”. B
nysas
penesaHTHA (akT
Ha

camoonpegenseTo

onpenenena
penurus - & caysas
vcnsm, e
6escnopen
N01en0T0, KaKTO 1
3HaHWeTo 32 T0Ba
ot
LuCKpUMUAHaTOPa
ne

"The choice of R. as
atarget of
discrimination in
this case was
determined by his
religious
preferences (he is
Muslim and is only
one professing
Islam in the
situation in
question), and the
established specific
actions of the
discriminator, given
their nature, were
intended to cause a
sense of
humiliation
precisely on the
basis of this
ground, combined
with the ground
“disability". In this
case, the relevant
fact of R.'s self-
identification as a
Muslim, professing
a certain religion -
in this case lslam,
is indisputable, as
is the awareness of
this of the
discriminator P."
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