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Cyprus 2021

Cyprus/
Commissioner
for the
protection of
children's
rights/Public
Statement by
the
Commissioner
for the
Protection of
Children's
Rights,
regarding the
statements of
the
Government
Spokesperson,
dated
10/11/2021.

http://www.childcom.org.cy/ccr/ccr.nsf/All/C73539ED28076223C225878A00426B1E/$file/%CE%A4%CE%BF%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%B8%CE%AD%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%83%CE%B7%20%CE%95%CF%80%CE%B9%CF%84%CF%81%CF%8C%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85%20%CF%83%CF%87%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AC%20%CE%BC%CE%B5%20%CE%B4%CE%B7%CE%BB%CF%8E%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%B9%CF%82%20%CE%9A%CE%95%20%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%B1%20%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%B9%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%AC%20%CE%BC%CE%B5%20%CE%BC%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%B1%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%85%CF%84%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%B7%20%CE%B2%CE%B9%CE%BF%CE%B3%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%86%CE%AF%CE%B1.doc
Racial or
ethnic
origin

Commissioner
for the
protection of
children's
rights

After the end
of a high-level
meeting at
the
Presidential
Palace on
immigration,
the
government
spokesperson
issued the
following
official
statement:
"The most
important
thing that
proves the
critical nature
of the
problem [of
immigration]
is the data
concerning
pupils of
immigrant
background:
in pre-
primary
education the
number of
such pupils
exceeds 30%
of the total,
while in
primary
education it
amounts to
16%". The
Commissioner
for the rights
of the child
issued a
public
statement
against this
on this same
day.

The
Commissioner
for the
protection of
children's
rights does not
have power to
impose
sanctions. The
swift response
to the
Spokesperson's
statement and
the strong
language she
used set an
important
precedent,
albeit limited to
where
children's
rights are at
stake.

The
Commissioner
found that the
entire structure
of the
Government
Spokesman's
speech, the use
of figures
without
explanation or
differentiation,
exacerbated
feelings of
insecurity,
xenophobia and
intolerance in
society. She
criticised the
Government
Spokesperson
for purposely
failing to specify
the figures
quoted, which
may include
children of
mixed
marriages,
children of
investors
residing in
Cyprus, children
whose parents
have a
residence and
work permit in
Cyprus and
children of
asylum seekers,
refugee
children,
unaccompanied
children. The
Commissioner
stressed that
children of a
migrant
background are
first and
foremost
children and
therefore a
vulnerable
group exposed
to serious risks
and daily
infringement of
their rights.

The state, society
and the individual
have an absolute
duty to avoid
targeting them
and constructing
them as a
potential threat
to society, as this
will inevitably
lead to their
social exclusion
and
stigmatisation.
Support for
children is
required to
ensure that all
their rights are
safeguarded
without
discrimination;
and access to
education that is
designed to meet
their needs is
crucial for their
development and
social integration.
The multicultural
character of
Cypriot society
commands
respect for all the
duties arising
under the UN
Convention on
the rights of the
child to ensure
social peace.

"Τα παιδιά με
μεταναστευτική
βιογραφία είναι πρώτα
πάνω απ’ όλα παιδιά.
Αποτελούν μια
ευάλωτη ομάδα
εκτεθειμένη σε
σοβαρούς κινδύνους
και καθημερινή
προσβολή των
δικαιωμάτων τους.
Είναι αδιαπραγμάτευτη
αρχή και υποχρέωση
του Κράτους, της
κοινωνίας και του
ατόμου, να
αποφεύγεται η
στοχοποίηση τους και
η αντίκρισή τους ως
μια εν δυνάμει απειλή
που αναπόφευκτα δεν
οδηγεί παρά σε
κοινωνικό αποκλεισμό
και στιγματισμό τους.
Απαιτούμενο είναι η
υποστήριξή των
παιδιών ώστε να
διασφαλίζονται
αδιακρίτως όλα τους
τα
δικαιώματα."_"Children
with an immigrant
background are first
and foremost children.
They are a vulnerable
group exposed to
serious risks and daily
violations of their
rights. It is a non-
negotiable principle
and obligation of the
State, society and the
individual to avoid
targeting them and
viewing them as a
potential threat that
inevitably leads to
nothing more than
their social exclusion
and stigmatisation.
Support for children is
required to ensure that
all their rights are
guaranteed without
discrimination."
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