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Austria Women in
detention

Female prisons should
generally be run in such
a way that inmates are
housed in shared
accommodations
(Wohngruppenvollzug).
This means that inmate
cells are open.

Minimum
standards for
women in Austrian
correctional
institutions
(Mindeststandards
für den
Frauenvollzug in
österreichischen
Justizanstalten)

Correctional institutions: In
February 2016, the Federal
Ministry issued the
“Minimum standards for
women in Austrian
correctional institutions”
(“Mindeststandards für den
Frauenvollzug in
österreichischen
Justizanstalten”) which
established standards for
the placement and care of
female detainees awaiting
trial and female inmates.
The individual correctional
institutions were then called
upon to develop appropriate
proposals on how to
implement these minimum
standards locally (see NPM
Report 2016, pp. 120 et
seq.). The minimum
standard was to be
implemented by 30
December 2016 at the
latest. Even though steps
towards implementation
were taken, the NPM found,
for example, that the
minimum standards had not
yet been fully implemented
in Vienna-Josefstadt
correctional institution by
the end of 2017. According
to the minimum standards,
female detainees are
generally to be housed in
residential groups. Of the
three wards in the women’s
department at Vienna-
Josefstadt correctional
institution, only one ward
was run as a residential
group during the past year
(and that one only partially).
The situation should
improve when there will be
a structural separation of
the areas for open
residential groups on the
wards for detainees and
persons awaiting trial.
However, even after these
partitions are completed,
comparatively few women
will profit from being housed
in residential groups due to
limited capacity. The
minimum standards for
women in Austrian
correctional institutions
must be implemented as
soon as possible. In addition
to adequate
accommodation, female
inmates must also be
assured adequate care. In
line with non-smokers
protection, it must be
ensured that they are
protected against the
health-endangering effects
of tobacco smoke as far as
possible. Smoking and non-
smoking inmates must be
housed separately from
each other. Under no
circumstances may small
children be exposed to
smoke. Police detention
centres: All detainees must
be given access to hygiene
articles. Women must be
provided with the necessary
hygiene articles during
menstruation.

2017 https://volksanwaltschaft.gv.at/downloads/12480/AOB NPM Report 2017.pdf
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Austria Women in
detention

Female prisons should
generally be run in such
a way that inmates are
housed in shared
accommodations
(Wohngruppenvollzug).
This means that inmate
cells are open.

Minimum
standards for
women in Austrian
correctional
institutions
(Mindeststandards
für den
Frauenvollzug in
österreichischen
Justizanstalten)

Correctional institutions: All
women’s sections must be
normally operated as shared
accommodation in
accordance with the
minimum standards for the
detention of women. Only in
justified exceptions should
female detainees be in
regular detention. The cells
in women’s sections must be
kept open on weekdays,
weekends and public
holidays. The women’s
sections require additional
personnel resources in order
to be able to comply with
the minimum standards for
women in detention. Police
detention centres: All
detainees must be given
access to toiletries. Women
must be provided with the
necessary toiletries during
menstruation.

2018 https://volksanwaltschaft.gv.at/downloads/3ge0p/report-on-the-activities-of-the-npm-2018_en.pdf

Austria Women in
detention

Female prisons should
generally be run in such
a way that inmates are
housed in shared
accommodations
(Wohngruppenvollzug).
This means that inmate
cells are open.

Minimum
standards for
women in Austrian
correctional
institutions
(Mindeststandards
für den
Frauenvollzug in
österreichischen
Justizanstalten)

Correctional institutions: All
women’s sections shall
usually be operated as
shared accommodation in
accordance with the
minimum standards for
women in prison. Female
detainees shall only be kept
in regular detention in
justified exceptions. The
cells in the women’s
sections shall be open all
day on weekdays, weekends
and public holidays. The
concepts for women’s
sections shall undergo an
annual evaluation. Birth
preparation and post-natal
care should be available to
inmates to the same extent
that it is to women living in
freedom. The correctional
institutions shall ensure that
pregnant inmates receive
birth preparation support
from a midwife. Staff
deployed to mother and
child departments should be
informed about the rights of
the child.

2019 https://volksanwaltschaft.gv.at/downloads/e9p6l/npm-report-2019_en_web.pdf.
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