
Criminal Detention in the EU Conditions and
Monitoring

National Standard

http://fra.europa.eu


Country Detention
Issues Key provision Legal

Instrument
NPM
Recommendation

NPM
Recommendation
year

NPM report URL

Bulgaria Healthcare

Prisoners, who
have requested a
medical
examination,
must be seen by
a doctor within
24 hours.
Prisoners with
temperature,
traumas or in
another
emergency
condition must be
seen by a doctor
immediately at
any time. At least
once per year all
prisoners must
undergo annual
prophylactic
examinations,
fluorography and
laboratory tests,
and receive all
mandatory
immunisations
and re-
immunisations.
Prisoners who do
not agree with
their diagnosis or
the prescribed
treatment can
request
consultation with
a specialist from
another medical
establishment at
their own
expense.

Execution of
Penalties
and
Detention in
Custody Act
(Закон за
изпълнение
на
наказанията
и
задържане
под стража)

In 2017 the focus
of the inspections
conducted by the
NPM was on
communicable
diseases. Pursuant
to Article 140,
paras 2 and 3
Execution of
Penalties and
Detention in
Custody Act, all
prisoners are
provided with the
possibility to make
voluntary,
anonymous or
confidential
consultations and
tests for HIV/AIDS.
HIV/AIDS tests are
appointed also by
the director of the
hospital or the
medical care
centre. In those
cases the prisoner
may refuse to
perform the test. In
practice, this
activity is not
funded by the
Ministry of Justice
and the newly
admitted inmates
are not offered the
opportunity to
conduct HIV/AIDS
tests. It is relied on
tests performed by
the Regional
Health Inspections
under the National
Programme for
Prevention and
Control of HIV and
Sexually
Transmitted
Infections in the
Republic of
Bulgaria
2017-2020. The
prisons in Sliven
and Stara Zagora
have good
practices. The
Regional Health
Inspections
conduct HIV/AIDS
tests once a month
there. No HIV/AIDS
tests have been
made in the
prisons in Varna,
Vratsa, Pazardzhik,
Plovdiv, Sofia and
Lovech. In all
prisons there is a
designated medical
staff member for
combatting
tuberculosis who
works under the
National
Programme for
Prevention and
Early Detection of
Tuberculosis in the
Republic of
Bulgaria. After the
Programme was
introduced, a down
trend of instances
of tuberculosis has
been observed.

2017 https://www.ombudsman.bg/national-prevention/4679.

http://fra.europa.eu/en/databases/criminal-detention/taxonomy/term/217
https://www.ombudsman.bg/national-prevention/4679.
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Bulgaria Healthcare

Prisoners, who
have requested a
medical
examination,
must be seen by
a doctor within
24 hours.
Prisoners with
temperature,
traumas or in
another
emergency
condition must be
seen by a doctor
immediately at
any time. At least
once per year all
prisoners must
undergo annual
prophylactic
examinations,
fluorography and
laboratory tests,
and receive all
mandatory
immunisations
and re-
immunisations.
Prisoners who do
not agree with
their diagnosis or
the prescribed
treatment can
request
consultation with
a specialist from
another medical
establishment at
their own
expense.

Execution of
Penalties
and
Detention in
Custody Act
(Закон за
изпълнение
на
наказанията
и
задържане
под стража)

The DGEP
[Directorate
General Execution
of Punishments]
reports annually
shortage of
specialists in the
penitentiary
medical centres
and specialized
hospitals, which is
a poor healthcare
quality indicator.
This is due mostly
to the shortage of
specialists in the
healthcare system
in general, and to
MoJ [Ministry of
Justice] reluctance
to improve the
working conditions
in the penitentiary
healthcare system.
Currently there is
an available part-
time psychiatrist
working in the
medical centre
with the Sofia
Prison, provided
such is envisaged
to be operating in
every prison
medical centre.

2018 https://www.ombudsman.bg/pictures/file/6081_Annual
Report NPM_2018-2_EN.pdf

Bulgaria Healthcare

Prisoners, who
have requested a
medical
examination,
must be seen by
a doctor within
24 hours.
Prisoners with
temperature,
traumas or in
another
emergency
condition must be
seen by a doctor
immediately at
any time. At least
once per year all
prisoners must
undergo annual
prophylactic
examinations,
fluorography and
laboratory tests,
and receive all
mandatory
immunisations
and re-
immunisations.
Prisoners who do
not agree with
their diagnosis or
the prescribed
treatment can
request
consultation with
a specialist from
another medical
establishment at
their own
expense.

Execution of
Penalties
and
Detention in
Custody Act
(Закон за
изпълнение
на
наказанията
и
задържане
под стража)

‘The inspections in
2019 show that the
prison health care
system remains
unreformed and
the quality of the
health care for
inmates does not
improve. The NPM
is of the opinion
that a structural
reform of the
health care in the
penitentiary
system is required,
allowing for
external referrals,
in line with the
European Prison
Rules. […]
Directorate
General Execution
of Punishments
(DGEP) reports
annually
understaffing in
the medical
centres and
specialized prison
hospitals, which is
a bad indicator
about the quality
of the health care.
This fact is largely
due to the lack of
specialists in the
healthcare system
in general, on the
one hand, and the
unwillingness of
the Ministry of
Justice to improve
the working
conditions for the
specialists in the
system, on the
other hand.

2019 https://www.ombudsman.bg/pictures/file/6345________final
2019_EN.pdf

http://fra.europa.eu/en/databases/criminal-detention/taxonomy/term/218
https://www.ombudsman.bg/pictures/file/6081_Annual Report NPM_2018-2_EN.pdf
https://www.ombudsman.bg/pictures/file/6081_Annual Report NPM_2018-2_EN.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/en/databases/criminal-detention/taxonomy/term/219
https://www.ombudsman.bg/pictures/file/6345________final 2019_EN.pdf
https://www.ombudsman.bg/pictures/file/6345________final 2019_EN.pdf
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Bulgaria Healthcare

Prisoners, who
have requested a
medical
examination,
must be seen by
a doctor within
24 hours.
Prisoners with
temperature,
traumas or in
another
emergency
condition must be
seen by a doctor
immediately at
any time. At least
once per year all
prisoners must
undergo annual
prophylactic
examinations,
fluorography and
laboratory tests,
and receive all
mandatory
immunisations
and re-
immunisations.
Prisoners who do
not agree with
their diagnosis or
the prescribed
treatment can
request
consultation with
a specialist from
another medical
establishment at
their own
expense.

Execution of
Penalties
and
Detention in
Custody Act
(Закон за
изпълнение
на
наказанията
и
задържане
под стража)

According to the
NPM, the most
serious problem at
prisons is medical
care. It should be
noted that the
long-standing
promises of the
Ministry of Justice
to reform the
health system in
the penitentiary
system and amend
the Execution of
Punishments and
Detention in
Custody Act were
not fulfilled in 2020
either. The NPM
reiterates that
such action is
critical to identify
the existing
problems in the
system and set out
the actual
possibilities to
organise the health
services for
persons deprived
of liberty. There
has been no
improvement in
the health care for
persons deprived
of liberty. In 2020,
52 persons died in
comparison to 36
in 2017. Medical
specialists are
continuing to leave
the system. Over
the past year,
support was
provided for the
activities related to
outpatient medical
care and 20
medical specialists
were hired under
service contracts,
general
practitioners were
selected ex officio
in line with the
National
Framework
Agreement.

2020 https://www.ombudsman.bg/pictures/Annual Report NPM
2020 - SUMMARY_EN_.pdf
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