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National human rights structures navigator

Cooperation mechanisms

This section provides examples of how national human rights structures collaborate to implement
EU law. The protection and promotion of human rights within the EU require collective action across
various structures and mandates. The mapping offers practical cases of cooperation designed to
facilitate peer learning, although it does not claim to be exhaustive. Effective national human rights
frameworks depend on both formal and informal collaboration among key stakeholders, including
human rights statutory bodies, civil society organisations, government bodies, and parliamentary
committees. Such partnerships promote coordinated efforts and the exchange of expertise, enhance
rights awareness, help operationalise human rights principles, address gaps in protection, and
reduce unnecessary duplication. The Tool includes two examples for each country, with
supplementary details and, when available, additional practices under "more information." The
Practices section outlines mechanisms that support cooperation among stakeholders, such as formal
and informal arrangements. These mechanisms include collaborative working relationships, joint
initiatives, memoranda of understanding, protocols, and advisory councils.
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MS Title Partners Description More
details

Croatia
Government
Council for
Human Rights

• Vice President of the
Government of the
Republic of Croatia, who
is responsible for human
rights, as the president
of the council
• 14 representatives of
public authorities,
including competent
state administration
bodies and offices of the
national government
• 3 representatives of
civil-society
organisations dedicated
to the development and
promotion of human
rights in Croatia

Established in December 2021, the
council is an interdepartmental
advisory body of the government
focusing on human rights issues.
The tasks of the council are:
• continuously monitoring and
analysing public policies related to
human rights;
• providing opinions to the
government on draft regulations that
relate to and/or affect the state of
human rights;
• proposing measures to solve
certain problems relating to and
improve the state of human rights;
• programming and establishing
priorities for the use of EU funds in
the area of human rights protection;
• monitoring the implementation of
the national plan for the protection
and promotion of human rights and
combating discrimination;
• considering the reports of
international organisations on the
state of human rights in Croatia;
• monitoring the application of
international instruments related to
the protection and promotion of
human rights and studying the
experiences of other countries in the
promotion of human rights;
• proposing to the government the
establishment of temporary bodies
and ad hoc working groups to
address certain topics of national
importance or solve certain issues
relating to human rights;
• cooperating with national
committees and commissions for
different aspects of human rights, the
human rights bodies of the Croatian
parliament, the ombudsperson and
other representatives of the Croatian
parliament for the promotion and
protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms;
• cooperating with civil-society
organisations for the protection and
promotion of human rights in Croatia;
• cooperating with the authorities
responsible for human rights at the
county level and the level of the city
of Zagreb.

View
more

DISCLAIMER The information presented here is collected under contract by the FRA's research
network FRANET. The information and views contained do not necessarily reflect the views or the
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official position of the FRA.
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