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The children’s house

Operating since September 2017, this project was developed along the lines of the
Icelandic good practice known as the “Barnahus model”, in order to offer children
victims of sexual abuse direct access to all services needed for the handling of sexual
abuse incidents, concentrated under a single roof. The aim is to reduce the risk of re-
victimisation and stigmatisation and provide a safe and efficient case management of
incidents in a child friendly environment. The project brings together all relevant
services using a multidisciplinary and interagency approach and aiming to ensure that
the safety and well-being of the child is aligned with the principle of the best interests
of the child, the right of the child to be heard and receive information without delay.
The operation of the Children’s House was assigned by the Social Welfare Services to
the NGO Hope for Children and it involves the police, the Social Welfare Services, the
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education, Sports and Youth, based on a
memorandum of understanding signed between Hope for Children and every partner
to this project. The Children’s House follows an internal procedures protocol for the
provision of its services, which include the forensic interview, medical examinations,
psychological evaluation, psychological support and therapy, social support and
rehabilitation and family therapy and counselling. Appointed experts of the
government agencies participate on an equal basis alongside the professionals of Hope
for Children in a weekly multidisciplinary meeting, to discuss findings on referred cases
and compile a plan for handling. Cases of sexual abuse are referred to the Children’s
House only by the police or the Social Welfare Services, following which a social
worker conducts a needs assessment and compiles a plan for the support which should
be provided to the child and/or the family following a house visit when needed.
Training is provided to all staff members on an ongoing basis during their
engagement.® As of 2019 the Children’s House is connected with the Court through a
teleconferencing system which enables children to testify to court in cases of sexual
abuse and exploitation while being in the Children’s House.?

Interdepartmental guide on domestic violence

The national domestic violence law provides for the establishment of a body
comprising of individuals from the private and the public sector, to coordinate actions
for the prevention and combating of domestic violence through awareness-raising,
training, research and monitoring of compliance with the legislative framework. This

I See the relevant webpage of Hope for Children here.

2 “Hope for Children” CRC Policy Center (2020), ‘Alternative Report by “Hope For Children” CRC Policy
Center to the 85th session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the List of Issues for Cyprus’, 14
April 2020.



https://uncrcpc.org.cy/programmes/children-s-house

body, named the Advisory Committee for the Prevention and Combating of Violence in
the Family, comprises of persons appointed by the Council of Ministers to serve in
their personal capacity, selected from NGOs active in the field of domestic violence
and government bodies including the police, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of
Health and the Social Welfare Services.® In 2002 the Advisory Committee compiled a
manual on interdepartmental procedures for domestic violence addressing Social
Welfare Services, the police, the Health Services, the Attorney General’s office and
NGOs active in the field of domestic violence, which was approved and adopted by the
Council of Ministers.* Two years later, in 2004 the implementation of the manual was
evaluated by a member of the Advisory Committee.” In 2017, the Advisory Committee
compiled a fresh manual of interdepartmental procedures focusing on children victims
of domestic violence, building on the experiences of previous years of implementing
the 2002 interdepartmental manual, aiming to improve the provision of coordinated
services.® The new manual outlines the procedures to be followed by governmental
and non-governmental agencies, clarifying the tasks and roles of each agency and
providing a step-by-step guidance on the procedures of report, referral, investigation
and service provision.” This manual was also approved by the Council of Ministers,
rendering it binding on all professionals involved. The Advisory Committee also acts as
coordinator for the operation of the House of Woman,® a project based on the Belgian
good practice of the Family Justice Center providing for interdepartmental cooperation
and collaboration between professionals working under one roof for coordinated
services to victims of domestic violence.’

3 Cyprus, The Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protection of Victims) Act 2000 [Q mepi Bioc otnv
Oixoyévera (Ilpolnyn kou Llpootoocio Ovudtwv) Nopoc tov 2000], article 7.

4 Cyprus, Advisory Committee on the prevention and combating of domestic violence (2002), ‘Manual of
interdepartmental procedures for handling incidents of domestic violence’ (Eyyewidio Aiazunuotixoy
Aiaoikooiadrv yio. to Xepiouo Hepiototixdv Bioc otnv Oikoyéveia).

5 Apostolides M. (2004), Report evaluating the implementation of the interdepartmental procedures for dealing
with incidents of domestic violence (ExOson alioloynong te epopuoync tmv OLOTUNUOTIKDY OLOOIKATLOY Y10
70 YEIPIoUd TEPIoTATIKOY Plag atny oikoyévela) January 2004.

6 Cyprus, Advisory Committee on the prevention and combating of domestic violence (2017), ‘Manual of
interdepartmental procedures for domestic violence for children’ (Eyyeipidio diazunuotindv diodikaoicdv yio
10 YEIPLOUO TEPIOTOTIKQV Blag oTny 01KOYEVELN Y10 TOUOIQ,).

7 Cyprus, Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance (2017), Manual of inter-departmental procedures
for handling incidents of domestic violence against children (Eyyeipidio diatunuotixwv diadikaoicdrv yio
OL0YEIPLON TEPIOTATIKDV PIOC TTIV OIKOYEVELD, VIO, TALOLA).

8 Council of Ministers (2019), ‘Creation of the "Woman's House" in the context of the implementation of the
Council of Europe’s Convention on the Prevention of and combating violence against women and Domestic
Violence’ (dnuiovpyio tov «Zmriod e Lovaikocy oto mlaioio epopuoync e Zoufaonc tov Zouflovliov tne
Evpwnne yio v Ipoinyn ko v Koramoléunon tne Biog kora twv Toveukaov ko wne Evdooixoyeveloxng
Biog), Extract from the minutes of the Council of Ministers dated 23 January 2019, Decision No. 86.671.

? Cyprus, Advisory Committee on the prevention and combating of domestic violence (2019), ‘Proposal for
the creation of the "Women's House" in the framework of the implementation of the Council of Europe
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Other practices

The multi-agency body for child sexual abuse ‘Foni’

For the purpose of implementing the national strategy for combating child sexual
abuse, exploitation and child pornography, special legislation was adopted'® providing
for the setting up of council comprising of nine individuals appointed by the Council of
Ministers from the governmental and non-governmental sectors. Three out of the nine
members are nominated by NGOs and one member must represent the Advisory
Committee for the Prevention and Combating of Violence in the Family. The
mechanism, which took the name FONI, the Greek word for ‘voice’, is mandated with
strategic planning, the promotion, monitoring, evaluation and control of the
implementation of the national strategy by the various agencies of the governmental
or non-governmental sector; with promoting recommendations to the inter-ministerial
committee for the adoption of legislative and other measures; for carrying out
awareness campaigns; monitoring, funding, coordinating and evaluating all relevant
prevention programmes, including in the governmental and non-governmental sector;
developing the methodologies, guidelines and specifications for each prevention
program; and developing and implementing training programmes for government and
non-government sector officials and volunteers in relation to the sexual abuse and
exploitation of children and child pornography. FONI's website provides step-by step
guidance to teachers and parents as well as awareness and on-line complaint link for
the use of children.'!

Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence’ (IIpdraon yio n
onuovpyio tov "Emitiod e Lovaikos" ota miaioia epapuoyne tne 2oubaong tov Zvufoviiov the Evpwrng yio,
TNV TPOLINWN KoL THY KOTOROAEUNGN TS PLOC KOTO. TV YOVoIk®V Kol THS £vooolkoyevelarnc Biog) 13 August
2019.

' Cyprus, The Implementation of the National Strategy for Combating Child Sexual Abuse and
Exploitation and Child Pornography Law of 2017 (O mepi tc Epapuoync tne EOvikne Xmpoznyine yio wpy
Koramoléunon g Zecovaliknc Kaxomoinone xoi Exuetalievonc Howdiwy kou g Houdixnc Iopvoypaopioc
Nouoc tov 2017)

I For more details see the website of FONI here.
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