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PROFESSOR OF CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND EUROPEAN
UNION LAW
UNIVERSITY OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY

Alternate Member

July 2025-July 2030

Maite Zelaia is Professor of Constitutional Law and European
Union Law at the University of the Basque Country
(https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3747-9452). She obtained her
PhD thesis, cum laude, in 2004 with The Regions before the
Court of Justice of the European Communities: the locus standi
of the regions in Community judicial proceedings (published in
2005).

Since 2023, she is Academic Secretary of the Department of
Administrative Law, Constitutional Law and Philosophy of Law (a
position she also held from 2011-2013), Coordinator of the Law
Degree at the Faculty of Law, and member of its Quality
Committee. From 2013 to 2017 she served as Vice-Rector for
Students, Employment and Social Responsibility, where she
promoted the University’s Second Equality Plan, the alumni
network ehualumni, and policies on diversity, employability and
social responsibility. During this period she chaired the
Committee for Gender Equality, the Development Cooperation
Council, and the Joint Committee on Student Affairs. Between
2017 and 2023 she was Member of the Basque Language
Committee. Since 2017 she has been Member of the Board of
Trustees of the University’s Summer Courses.
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She has organized conferences and summer courses on
European integration, governance and fundamental rights
(2000, 2005, 2010, 2017, 2018, 2024, 2025). Since 2019 she
has been on the Editorial Boards of the Revista Vasca de
Administracion Publica (RVAP) and the Revista del Parlamento
Vasco (LEG-AL).

Her research focuses on EU Law and the multilevel protection
of fundamental rights, especially the effectiveness of the EU
Charter of Fundamental Rights and gender equality. She has
participated in national and international projects funded by
the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation, the European
Commission, the Basque Government and the European
Academy of Sciences and Arts. Current projects include: the
Basque Consolidated Research Group Fundamental Rights and
the European Union (2022-2025); The effective application of
the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights (2022-2025); and
Populism and the Judiciary: challenges for the constitutional
Rule of Law (2023-2026).

She is author or co-author of several books, chapters and
journal articles on European integration and fundamental
rights. Recent works include: “Gender equality as a right and
a principle: a dual approach to normative and instrumental
dimensions” (in: Twenty-five years of the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union, CEIJ e-books,
2025) and “Equality between women and men in the EU: the
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and its reflection in
secondary legislation” (in: The application of the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the EU by legislative powers, 2025).



