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Personal information

Surname(s) Santos Botelho

First name(s) Catarina

Country Portugal

Current professional Professor and Chair of Constitutional Law
position (Universidade Catdlica Portuguesa - Porto)
Position on the MB Full Member

Term of office on MB 2025 - 2030

Additional

Information

Scientific Director of the Master in Constitutionalism,
Democracy and Human Rights at the Universidade Catolica
Portuguesa (Porto). Executive Director of the Master’s
Programs in Law. Researcher at CEID (Catdlica Research
Centre for the Future of Law) — ORCID iD: 0000-0002-6076-
183. Member of the ERC (European Research Council) Peer
Review Advanced Grants Panels. Director of the Observatory
for the Protection of Social Rights in the European Context
(EU Law and regional international law). Director of the
Portuguese Section of the Academic Network on the European
Social Charter and Social Rights (ANESC). Co-coordinates the
Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Course on Human Rights (Law,
Psychology, Education and Socioeconomics). Member of the
Steering Committee of the UCP Digital Ethics
Laboratory (LED). Member of OCEAN (Open Council of Europe
Academic Networks). Member of the International Society of
Public Law (ICON). Founding member of ICON.S Portugal.
Co-editor of the Hart Publishing Series on Constitutionalism in
Latin America and the Caribbean. Organized over 40
international conferences and authored numerous (over 100)
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national and international publications, including in top-tier
law journals.

She lectures the following courses: Constitutional Law;
Multilevel Protection of Social Rights; Political Parties and
Democracy; Democratic Constitutionalism Under Threat:
Authoritarian, Extremist and Populist Phenomena; Global
Constitutional Law; and European Convention on Human
Rights: Theory and Principles.

Her research interests include: constitutional theory and legal
philosophy; democracy, political parties, and populism;
multilevel protection of human rights; EU constitutional law
(EU Charter of Fundamental Rights and CJEU); constitutional
relevance of the European Convention on Human Rights;
human dignity; solidarity and social rights; digital
constitutionalism; intergenerational justice; constitutional
courts (strong and weak judicial review; landmark cases;
judicial strategy); the endurance of constitutions; democratic
transition, democratic consolidation and democratic erosion;
and global constitutional law.



