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1. MONITORING AND REPORTING ON CIVIC SPACE

1.1. Monitoring initiative from the side of the State

Has there been any initiative from the side of the State (government/parliament) to observe/monitor the
restrictions/challenges/threats for civic space actors in your country in the last three years?

There is no systematic civic space monitoring.

Civic Space is considered in the National Recovery and Resilience Plan (Piano Nazionale di
Ripresa e Resilienza — PNRR'). The Government dedicated a specific Mission in the PNRR
(Mission 5 - Inclusion and Cohesion) to inclusion, which plays a central role in the
protection of civic space, transversal to the entire Plan, in supporting women's
empowerment and combating gender discrimination, increasing the employment
prospects of young people, and rebalancing the territorial balance and development of
the South and inland areas.

1.2. Other monitoring initiatives

Has there been any other actor/body/mechanism that has observed/monitored civic space restrictions/
challenges/threats in your country in the last three years?

In Italy, several monitoring initiatives have been implemented by civil society
organisations in recent years. Below are some examples:

e In 2024, the Italian Coalition for Civil Liberties and Rights (CILD), the Transeuropa
Observatory and the Centre for International Cooperation have issued a report on
“The transnational protection of fundamental rights: experiences of Italian civil
society in the European civic space”?. The research aims to analyse the relationship
that Italian civil society has with the European political space in its work to protect
fundamental rights and democracy in Italy and in Europe. The report points out
challenges and obstacles Italian organisations face when exploiting the spaces and
mechanisms of participation offered by the EU, be it interaction with European
institutions or of creating transnational networks.

1taly, Italian Government (2021), National Recovery and Resilience Plan (Piano Nazionale di

Ripresa e Resilienza - PNRR).

2 Jtaly, CILD (2024), The transnational protection of fundamental rights: experiences of Italian civil
society in the European civic space (La tutela transnazionale dei diritti fondamentali: esperienze

della societa civile italiana nello spazio civico europeo), 2024.



https://www.governo.it/sites/governo.it/files/PNRR.pdf
https://www.governo.it/sites/governo.it/files/PNRR.pdf
https://www.balcanicaucaso.org/Occasional-paper/La-tutela-transnazionale-dei-diritti-fondamentali-esperienze-della-societa-civile-italiana-nello-spazio-civico-europeo
https://www.balcanicaucaso.org/Occasional-paper/La-tutela-transnazionale-dei-diritti-fondamentali-esperienze-della-societa-civile-italiana-nello-spazio-civico-europeo

e CILD also contributes to the annul independent Rule of Law Report drafted by
Liberties®. The comprehensive analysis is based on the collaboration of thirty-seven
human rights organisations covering 19 EU countries and it represents the most in-
depth ‘shadow reporting’ exercise on the rule of law to date by an independent
civil liberties network.

A civic observatory* was set up during the period 2021-2023 to monitor quality and
inclusiveness of the decision-making process for the construction of the PNRR and
monitor the implementation of the projects. In particular, through a whole series
of lobbying and advocacy actions, the observatory demands the highest level of
transparency from the institutions and the opening of all data (in open and
reusable format) in the Plan. As of now, 53 civil-society organisations became
formal members of the observatory. Moreover, in order to encourage citizens'
participation, it organises civic monitoring schools to stimulate the monitoring of
public spending by both civil society organisations and citizens at local level. Four
civic monitoring schools were organised so far: one was conducted online, the
other three in person in Bologna, Messina and Rome. Overall, 129 people and 115
civil society organisations participated in these training events. Civic monitoring
schools do not focus on specific topics, they are rather meant to provide
participants with tools and guidance to independently monitor and assess the
PNRR projects implemented in their territory. For instance, during the civic
monitoring school held in Rome in April 2023°, participants had the opportunity to
select a few projects of their interest from among those envisaged by the PNRR
investments in Rome and were then accompanied in the definition of a monitoring
plan to control their implementation. The initiative was structured in five in-person
meetings. During the meetings there was alternating face-to-face talks by experts
and in-presence workshop activities to deepen knowledge of the main PNRR
projects in the Rome metropolitan area, their implementation process and the
tools required for civic control over their implementation. The last meeting was
devoted to an in-depth examination of projects related to Mission 6-Health of the
PNRR. A representative of the municipality in charge of PNRR projects also
participated in the school, to exchange views with the participants and share the
administration’s plan for the implementation of the projects. A similar scheme was
adopted also for the civic monitoring schools held in other localities.

3 Liberties (2024), Rule of Law Report 2024, 2024.

% Italy, Action Aid (2023), Civic PNRR Observatory (Osservatorio Civico PNRR), 2023.

> |taly, Osservatorio Civico PNRR (2023), The civic monitoring school arrives in Rome (La scuola di
monitoraggio civico arriva a Roma), 19 April 2023.



https://dq4n3btxmr8c9.cloudfront.net/files/oj7hht/Liberties_Rule_Of_Law_Report_2024_FULL.pdf
https://morethanprojects.actionaid.it/it/projects/osservatorio-civico-pnrr/
https://www.osservatoriocivicopnrr.it/news/35-la-scuola-di-monitoraggio-civico-arriva-a-roma.html
https://www.osservatoriocivicopnrr.it/news/35-la-scuola-di-monitoraggio-civico-arriva-a-roma.html

e [taly does not have a national Ombudsperson: however, regional Ombudspersons
exist, who coordinate thanks to the Civic Defence Coordination Network®. The
Coordination Network implements and promotes the implementation of all
activities suitable to reaffirm the values of Civic Defence, to ensure the widest
protection of citizens against the public administration, to promote the full
affirmation of human and citizenship rights, enshrined in the Italian legal system
and in European and international resolutions, and to develop links with the
European Ombudsman. The Network also advocates for the institution of a
National Ombudsperson in Italy. Eventually, it promotes the institution of the
Ombudsperson also in the Italian regions lacking one (Apulia and Sicily) and, to this
end, organises and sponsors cultural events, study conferences and training
courses.

e Amnesty International has set up since 2017 a monitoring system to detect
possible violations of the right to peacefully protest’. In Italy, the system is formed
by activists, i.e. volunteers from Amnesty International, who are present, together
with one or more staff members, in demonstrations to observe how authorities
manage the situations. To date, the Task Force consists of twenty-six people from
various parts of Italy and with different study and work experiences, selected and
trained to recognise possible human rights violations.

e In ltaly, the “Associazione 21 Luglio” is national coordinator of the Roma Civil
Monitor 2021-2025, financed by the European Commission’s Directorate-General

Justice and Consumers (DG Just).

® Information is available at the website of the Network.

7 Italy, Amnesty International, FAQs on the “Observers” project (Progetto “osservatori” — Le
domande pit frequenti).



https://www.coordifesacivicaitalia.it/?page_id=86
https://www.amnesty.it/progetto-osservatori-le-domande-piu-frequenti/#secondo
https://www.amnesty.it/progetto-osservatori-le-domande-piu-frequenti/#secondo

2. PARTICIPATION

2.1. Rules on participation

Are there any binding rules in place in your country for the participation/consultation of civil society
organisations for developing/implementing/monitoring laws and policies?

In Italy, there is not a binding mechanism fostering consultation and participation of civil
society in decision-making. However, the above-mentioned Action Plans on Open
Government are adopted after an intense co-creation process that also involves civil
society. The current 6! Action Plan is based on the recommendations® provided by the
MSF at the conclusion of the previous Plan on how to better improve open government
policies. The co-creation process started in March 2024 with a webinar aimed at all
members of the Italian Open Government Community and all those interested in open
government policies. The engagement activities also continued in May, on the occasion of
the Open Gov Week 2024, through the design of 4 webinars held on 27-30 May, with the
aim of publicising and promoting the activities of the Open Government Community and
further maturing the outcomes of the ongoing discussion in the co-creation process in the
confrontation with external actors and innovative practices of interest for open
government policies. Co-creation meetings were held in April and May 2024 to discuss the
conclusions and recommendations of the MSF’s report, and to design the general goals
and areas of actions of the 6™ Action Plan. From 5 to 19 July, the text of the 6™ Action Plan
was submitted to online public consultation on the ParteciPa platform® with the aim of
gathering the interest of public administration organisations and civil society, not yet
involved in the MSF, to contribute to the implementation of the commitments and to
make suggestions, addressed to the responsible organisations, on the main success factors
to be considered for an effective implementation of the planned activities. The
consultation ended in July 2024, and it gathered fourteen contributions and six new
signatures to the planned commitments from organisations outside the existing
community, who expressed their willingness to collaborate in the implementation of the
commitments of the 6™ Action Plan.

& Jtaly, Multistakeholder Forum (2024), 2022/2023 Mandate Report of the Multistakeholder Forum
for Open Government (Report di mandato 2022/2023 del Forum Multistakeholder per il

governo aperto), 2024.

% Italy, ParteciPa (2024), Consultation on the 6th National Action Plan for Open Government.
Participatory process to review the draft text of the 6th Action Plan (Consultazione sul 6° Piano

d’azione Nazionale per il Governo aperto. Percorso participation di revisione del testo draft del
6NAP), 2024.



https://open.gov.it/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-02/Report%20di%20mandato%202022_2023%20del%20FMS_gennaio%202024.pdf
https://open.gov.it/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-02/Report%20di%20mandato%202022_2023%20del%20FMS_gennaio%202024.pdf
https://partecipa.gov.it/processes/sesto-NAP?locale=it#:~:text=Il%20Sesto%20Piano%20d'Azione,del%20Dipartimento%20della%20Funzione%20Pubblica.
https://partecipa.gov.it/processes/sesto-NAP?locale=it#:~:text=Il%20Sesto%20Piano%20d'Azione,del%20Dipartimento%20della%20Funzione%20Pubblica.
https://partecipa.gov.it/processes/sesto-NAP?locale=it#:~:text=Il%20Sesto%20Piano%20d'Azione,del%20Dipartimento%20della%20Funzione%20Pubblica.

The Open Government Community monitors the implementation of the Action Plan. In
January 2025, an online meeting was held'? to assess the state of implementation of the
Action Plan, and to outline the following steps and actions needed to achieve the Plan’s
goals in each area of action. Moreover, a self-evaluation report is periodically released
which is then evaluated by the Independent Reporting Mechanism: in March 2024, the
End-of-term Report on the 5th National Action Plan for Open Government 2022-2023"*
was published, covering the period March 2022-December 2023.

2.2.Consultative/participatory bodies

Are there any consultative/participatory bodies in your country that ensure the participation of civil society in
developing/implementing/monitoring laws and policies?

In Italy, the 5t Action Plan on Open Government (see Section 1 of this report) envisaged —
in its Area of Action No. 3 —the creation of a national participation hub supporting and
fostering open government policies'?. The Hub’s goals are:

- To promote advanced skills in public administrations in order to integrate
appropriate forms of participation of citizens and organised stakeholders in public
policy-making processes.

- To promote a community of public administrations, citizens and associations,
experts in participatory processes and stakeholders interested in disseminating
and innovating participatory practices.

- To bring out and map existing participatory experiences in the territories in order
to valorise, disseminate and replicate good practices (national and international),
identify new themes and areas of intervention, and create a critical mass.

- To act as a collector of local participatory processes, favouring the integration of
the various areas of public policies in an inter-institutional and multi-level
approach.

91taly, Civil Service Department (2025), The Italian Open Government Community makes the
point on the implementation of the 6th Action Plan and on the upcoming actions (La
Community OGP Italia fa il punto sull'attuazione del 6NAP e sulle prossime azioni), 11 February
2025.

1 Italy, Italian Open Gov (2024), End-of-term Report on the 5th National Action Plan for Open
Government 2022-2023, March 2024.

2 1taly, ParteciPa, National Hub supporting partipatory policies (Hub nazionale a supporto delle

politiche partecipative).



https://www.opengovpartnership.org/people/independent-reporting-mechanism-irm/
https://open.gov.it/notizie/community-ogp-italia-fa-punto-attuazione-6nap
https://open.gov.it/notizie/community-ogp-italia-fa-punto-attuazione-6nap
https://open.gov.it/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-03/Final_End-of-Term%20assessment%20final%20report%205NAP_ENG.pdf
https://open.gov.it/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-03/Final_End-of-Term%20assessment%20final%20report%205NAP_ENG.pdf
https://partecipa.gov.it/assemblies/hub-partecipazione?locale=it
https://partecipa.gov.it/assemblies/hub-partecipazione?locale=it

- Activate a space for dialogue between participation experts in order to compare
different approaches, share principles and tools, increase skills, bring out critical
issues.

The Hub is divided into four thematic sections: Experiences, tools, communities of
practices, news. The Hub is managed by promoters — the organisations and institutions
which directly contributed to the creation of the Plan —and by contributors — other
organisations belonging to the above-mentioned Community which are entitled to
manage and foster the Hub’s activities. Public and private stakeholders, including civil
society organisations, can become members of the Hub filling in a form on the ParteciPa
website.

The Hub was also reported as a positive development in the 2024 Rule of Law Report of
the European Commission®3, which described it as a tool aimed at boosting and collecting
public participation policies, and at sharing relevant practices, pathways, and tools at the
national and international level. However, the report also stressed that the stakeholders
consulted by the Commission underlined that the Hub is not yet fully operational, thus it is
not yet possible to draw conclusions on its effectiveness.

2.3.Awareness raising and capacity building on participation

Does your Member State fund or carry out meaningful awareness raising and/or capacity building to support
participation in your country?

No initiatives of this type were identified.

13 European Commission (2024), 2024 Rule of Law Report. Country Chapter on the rule of law
situation in Italy, 2024, p. 34-35.



https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/60d79a4f-49cd-4061-a18f-d3a4495d6485_en?filename=29_1_58066_coun_chap_italy_en.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/60d79a4f-49cd-4061-a18f-d3a4495d6485_en?filename=29_1_58066_coun_chap_italy_en.pdf

3. ENABLING ENVIRONMENT AND PROTECTION

3.1.Civil society strategy

Does your country have a general civil society strategy / civil society development strategy in place?

In Italy, the Government’s initiatives to protect the civic space are mainly connected to the
Open Government Partnership'# initiative, set up in 2011. A specific website'> was created
to summarise the Government’s actions in this field, disseminate them and update the
population on initiatives and news. In the context of the Government's commitment to
this Partnership, National Action Plans on Open Government have been adopted over the
years: the last one is the 5% for the period 2022-2023'°. Consultations with civil society
were conducted for the adoption of the 6!, described in Section 2 of this report.
Currently, the National Action Plan in force is the 6% (2024-2026)". The Multistakeholder
Forum (Forum Multistakeholder - FMS)*¢ is the actor that realises the governance of the
Italian Open Government initiative, which brings together both public and private open
government stakeholders (i.e., national, and local public administrations and civil-society
organisations). It is the forum of equal confrontation between organised civil society, in its
different articulations, and the institutional actors whose mission is to implement public
policies relevant to the definition, implementation and monitoring of the impact of a
National Strategy for Open Government. The Open Government initiative can also count
on an Open Government Community® — made of both public institutions and civil-society
organisations — which participates in the co-creation of the Action Plans and monitors
their implementation.

In the 5t Action Plan the civic space was declined in two dimensions of intervention (Area
of Action No. 4): gender equality in the public and private sectors, and strengthening the
relationship between young people and participation, to be implemented during the
period March 2022-December 2023. As far as gender equality is concerned, the Plan’s
commitment was to strengthen the gender dimension in the participatory processes
activated by the Multistakeholder Forum and to increase the availability of data within the

% Information is available at the website of the Open Government Partnership.
> 1taly, Civil Service Department (Dipartimento della Funzione Pubblica), ltalia Open Gov.

18 1taly, 5th Action Plan on Open Government 2022-2023 (5° Piano d’Azione Nazionale per il
governo aperto. 2022-2023), 2022.

17 Italy, 6th Action Plan on Open Government 2024-2026 (6° Piano d’Azione Nazionale per il
governo aperto. 2024-2026), 2022.

18 The composition of the FMS is available at the website of the Civil Service Department.

1 The composition of the Open Government Community is available at the website of the Civil

Service Department.



https://www.opengovpartnership.org/about/
https://open.gov.it/
https://open.gov.it/governo-aperto/piano-nazionale/5nap#:~:text=Il%205%C2%B0%20Piano%20d,alle%20politiche%20di%20governo%20aperto.
https://open.gov.it/governo-aperto/piano-nazionale/5nap#:~:text=Il%205%C2%B0%20Piano%20d,alle%20politiche%20di%20governo%20aperto.
https://open.gov.it/governo-aperto/piano-nazionale/6nap
https://open.gov.it/governo-aperto/piano-nazionale/6nap
https://open.gov.it/partecipa/community-ogp-italia/forum-multistakeholder-2022-2023
https://open.gov.it/partecipa/community-ogp-italia/organizzazioni-aderenti

gender equality certification system. For instance, the Plan envisaged the design and
development by the Department of Equal Opportunities of a platform to make data on the
implementation of the certification system for gender equality in enterprises accessible
and transparent. However, this measure does not seem to be implemented, so far.
Concerning youth and participation, the Plan’s goal was to set up a listening and
discussion forum dedicated to young people so that they can contribute their own
demands to the definition of youth policies and participate in the processes of opening up
the public sector, helping to co-create a national strategy for open government, also
establishing a dedicated sector in the MSF. The 6™ National Action Plan does not include
any more a specific general goal on civic space. Four general goals are envisaged on:
integrity and transparency of public decision-making; dissemination and innovation of
open government policies at all levels of government; transparency and data collection on
the PNRR awareness-raising on age and gender inequalities in Italy. The second goal -
dissemination and innovation of open government policies at all levels of government —
includes some areas of action that might be crucial to the protection of civic space,
namely: reinforcement of the Participation Hub (see section No. 2 of this report) and
promoting inclusion and rights in access to technology and the use of Artificial
Intelligence.

3.2.Protecting an enabling environment

Is there a dedicated policy/framework (or support measures) in place in your country to enhance and protect
an enabling environment for civil society to work on fundamental rights?

In Italy, there is not a unique policy framework aimed at enabling the civic society
environment. However, diverse specific policies can be pointed out:

- In 2017%%, the Consolidated Text on the Third Sector — e.g., associations, NGOs,
non-for-profit organisations, volunteering organisations, social cooperative
societies and social enterprises, etc. — was introduced, providing for the
reorganisation and overall revision of the regulations in force this field, both in
terms of civil and fiscal regulation, defining, for the first time, the perimeter of the
so-called ‘Third Sector’ and, in a homogeneous and organic manner, the entities
that are part of it. Art. 5 defines in a single list the activities of general interest for
the pursuit, on a non-profit basis, of civic, solidarity and socially useful purposes —
such as, social services, health services, training and education, protection of the
environment, protection and enhancement of cultural heritage and landscape,

20 taly, Legislative Decree No. 117 of 3™ July 2017 on “Third Sector Consolidated Text” (Decreto
Legislativo 3 luglio 2017, n. 117, “Codice del Terzo Settore”).

10


https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:2017-07-03;117!vig=
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:2017-07-03;117!vig=

cultural activities, international cooperation, social housing, labour market
integration, etc. — that must represent the main goal of civil-society organisations.
The consolidated text also introduced the Single National Register of the Third
Sector (Registro unico nazionale del Terzo settore — RUNTS) — active as from 23
November 2021 — where all entities pertaining to the Third Sector are requested to
enrol to be officially recognised by the State.

- InItaly, a voluntary financing system is in place to support civil-society
organisations through taxation. A share of the personal income tax (Imposta sul
reddito delle persone fisiche — IRPEF) can be donated to a civil-society organization
chosen by each taxpayer at the time of the tax return. Beneficiary civil-society
organizations can be only those enrolled in the official registry described above. In
2024, the National Revenue Agency made public the updated list>* of organizations
eligible for this voluntary contribution, called in Italy 5x1000.

- The 2025 Budget Law?? entailed positive and negative developments for civil-
society organisations. As for negative developments: the Law does not provide for
the increase of 5x1000 funds; It also does not provide for the refinancing of the
educational poverty fund (Fondo di contrasto alla poverta educativa); did not
provide clarifications on the spending review concerning organisations enrolled in
the RUNTS. As for positive developments, a specific fund (named ‘Dote per la
famiglia’) is established with an endowment of EUR 30 million for the year 2025 for
the payment of grants for sports and recreational services provided for children
aged 6-14, in periods outside school, by amateur sports associations and clubs,
registered in the National Register of Amateur Sports Activities and Third Sector
entities, registered in the RUNTS.

- In Italy, the Legislative Decree No. 24 of 10 March 2023%° was adopted to
implement the Directive 2019/1937/EU on the protection of persons who report
breaches of Union law (so-called “Whistleblowers Directive”). Art. 18 of the

21 |taly, National Revenue Agency (Agenzia delle Entrate) (2024), Overall list of organizations’

admitted in one or more beneficiary categories (Elenco complessivo deqgli enti ammessi in una o

pit cateqgorie di beneficiari), 27 June 2024.

22 |taly, Law No. 207 of 30 December 2024, “2025 Budget Law” (Legge 30 dicembre 2024, n. 207,
“Bilancio di previsione dello Stato per I'anno finanziario 2025 e bilancio pluriennale per il triennio
2025-2027").

2 taly, Legislative Decree No. 24 of 10 March 2023, “Implementation of the Directive (EU)
2019/1937 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2019 on the
protection of persons who report breaches of Union law (Decreto Legislativo 10 marzo 2023, n.
24, “Attuazione della direttiva (UE) 2019/1937 del Parlamento europeo e del Consiglio, del 23
ottobre 2019, riguardante la protezione delle persone che segnalano violazioni del diritto

dell'Unione e recante disposizioni riguardanti la protezione delle persone che segnalano
violazioni delle disposizioni normative nazionali”).

11


https://www.agenziaentrate.gov.it/portale/elenco-complessivo-dei-beneficiari-2023
https://www.agenziaentrate.gov.it/portale/elenco-complessivo-dei-beneficiari-2023
https://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2024/12/31/24G00229/sg
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:2023;024
https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:decreto.legislativo:2023;024

Legislative Decree attributes a prominent role to civil-society organisations which
are requested to sign a specific convention with the National Anti-Corruption
Authority (Autorita Nazionale Anti-corruzione — ANAC) to be enrolled in its registry.
The convention is needed to regulate the commitments of the civil-society
organisations in the protection of whistleblowers, namely: implement initiatives
aimed at supporting whistleblowers and fostering the dissemination of an anti-
corruption and shared administration culture; provide assistance and advice to
whistleblowers free of charge on how to report and on protection from retaliation;
promote civic initiatives aimed at disseminating the ‘culture of good
whistleblowing’, addressed to public administrations, private and economic
entities, and civil society; raise the awareness of civil society in the most
widespread and usable manner on the use of the tools that the legislation and the
Institutions - ANAC in particular - make available on the subject of preventing
corruption and promoting transparency; promote moments of consultation and
comparison between civil-society organisations and the ANAC's staff on the
whistleblowing activities, also sharing moments of training and information
exchange; establish a single operational table, with ANAC, for the planning,
coordination and monitoring of the initiatives provided for by the Convention.

3.3.Law on recognition and protection of defenders

Is there a dedicated law (and/or guidelines) in your country dealing specifically with the recognition and/or
protection of human rights defenders?

There is no such law in Italy.

In Italy, in August 2024, several civil society organisations released a public letter?
denouncing the lack of measures and policies protecting human rights defenders and
stressing the necessity of countering those public narratives that portray human rights
defenders and their movements as criminals and to promote the protection of their
freedoms of expression, peaceful assembly and association by refraining from any form of
stigmatisation, delegitimisation, denigration or criminalisation. In January, the Association
for Legal Studies on Immigration (Associazione per gli Studi Giuridici sull’lmmigrazione —
ASGI) translated into Italian the practical guide elaborated by the Heinrich-Boll-Stiftung,
providing indications, suggestions and defence strategies to human rights defenders?°: the

24 Italy, Italy is not a country for human rights defenders (L’Italia non é un Paese per i difensori dei
diritti umani), 6 August 2024.

% Italy, Association for Legal Studies on Immigration (Associazione per gli Studi Giuridici
sull'lmmigrazione — ASGI) (2024), In defence of defenders: a practical guide to legal means and

12


https://www.normativa.largemovements.it/non-un-paese-per-difensori-diritti-umani/
https://www.normativa.largemovements.it/non-un-paese-per-difensori-diritti-umani/

main objective of the guide is to provide practical support to migrant rights defenders,
those who promote human rights by dealing specifically with people on the move. Thanks
to ASGI, the guide was slightly adapted to the Italian context.

In Italy, the Second National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights 2021-2026 is in
place?®, which includes, among its planned measures, to continue to support and promote
in a multi-stakeholder framework the Guidelines on Business and Human Rights
Defenders, through of a pilot programme with the active participation and collaboration
of a selected and significant group of Italian companies and civil society organizations. This
measure is a way to comply with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,
as stressed also by the UN National report submitted pursuant to Human Rights Council
resolutions 5/1 and 16/21 (January 2025)?’. It is worth noting that this National Action
Plan is not binding for Italian authorities, nor for private companies.

3.4.Support and funding for protection of defenders

Is there any dedicated support/funding by the State for the protection of (individual) human rights defenders
in your country?

No initiatives/measures of this type were identified.

advocacy tools for criminalised Human Rights Defenders in Europe (/n difesa dei difensori:

Guida pratica ai mezzi legali e agli strumenti di advocacy per chi difende i diritti umani in

Europa), January 2024.

%6 Italy, Interministerial Committee for Human Rights (Comitato Interministeriale per i Diritti Umani
— CIDU), Second National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights 2021-2026.

27 United Nations, Human Rights Council. Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review. Forty-
eighth session, National report submitted pursuant to Human Rights. Council resolutions 5/1

and 16/21, Italy, January 2025.
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https://www.asgi.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/asgi-toolkit-imp-def.pdf
https://www.asgi.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/asgi-toolkit-imp-def.pdf
https://www.asgi.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/asgi-toolkit-imp-def.pdf
https://cidu.esteri.it/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/secondo_pan_bhr_en-1.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g24/190/78/pdf/g2419078.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g24/190/78/pdf/g2419078.pdf

4. PROMISING PRACTICE (OPTIONAL)

Please highlight one specific practice that you consider a promising practice on civic space in your country in
the area of civic space - including monitoring, participation, enabling environment, and protection.

The NGO “The Good Lobby” — which also actively participate in the Open Government
Community — launched in 2023 the “Civic Participation Toolkit”?%, illustrating the different
forms of participation in public and political life available to citizens, associations, and
social movements. The toolkit aims both to map these tools and to provide guidance for
individuals to empower and represent the issues and battles they believe in. Five sections
are included in the toolkit: Administrative action; campaigning; legislative action; legal
instruments; political action. Practical examples are also provided to illustrate these five
pathways.

28 |taly, The Good Lobby (2023), #iomiattivo. Make your voice heard in 5 moves (#iomiattivo. Fai
sentire la tua voce in 5 mosse), July 2023.
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https://www.thegoodlobby.it/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/FGF_iomiattivo.pdf
https://www.thegoodlobby.it/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/FGF_iomiattivo.pdf

