
 

 

 

EU Agencies Network on Scientific Advice 

Terms of Reference  

 

1. Scope 

This paper describes a proposal for the establishment of a specialised network of EU 
Agencies1 tasked to provide scientific2 and technical advice (including opinions, reports, 
assessments, guidelines, recommendations and/or other relevant outputs developed with a 
scientific method) to EU Institutions, Member States and other relevant EU-policy makers. 
The network shall hereby be referred to as the “EU Agencies Network on Scientific Advice” 
(EU-ANSA). The network operates under the tutelage and in support of the network of Heads 
of EU Agencies. 

2. Mission statement 

The mission of the EU-ANSA specialised network of European Agencies is to promote the 
cooperation between agencies on issues of common interest related to the provision of 
scientific and technical advice. EU-ANSA shall be a forum for exchange of good practices 
and experience, mutual advice and sharing of information with the aim of facilitating the 
work and enhancing the quality of the provided scientific and technical advice from each 
participating Agency. Common initiatives with regard to the provision of scientific and 
technical advice shall not replace individual strategies from respective Agencies, but shall 
complement existing activities in a mutually beneficial way. 

3. Objectives   

The EU Inter-Institutional Working Group (IIWG) has stressed in a Joint Statement and 
Common Approach the need for a more coordinated approach with regard to the provision of 

                                                 
1 For the purpose of this Terms of Reference, an “EU Agency” shall mean a European Union Agency1 (or 
similar, like ”authority”, ”centre”, ”office”, ”foundation” or” institute” etc.) with own legal personality and 
which is independently executing its mission assigned to it. EU Agencies apply the EU Staff and Financial 
Regulations and are (usually) subject to discharge by the European Parliament, as well as audits by the 
European Court of Auditors regarding the legality and regularity of their operations. 
 
2 Science is hereby defined as including all areas under the remit of the participating Agencies. 



 

 

scientific and technical advice3. Based on these recommendations, it is proposed that the EU-
ANSA has the following objectives: 

1) To enhance the efficiency and effectiveness with regard to the provision of scientific 
and technical advice given by EU Agencies in various regulatory or policy fields in the 
European Union to the respectively relevant policy making audiences within their mandate. 
To fulfil this objective, EU-ANSA members and working groups shall focus on the following 
aspects: 

- Independence and transparency:  

EU-ANSA members shall exchange information and best practises with regard to the 
independence and transparency of the provided scientific advice. Issues to be addressed 
include among others: procedures for selection of experts; procedures ensuring 
independence and transparency of scientific and technical advice; prevention and 
handling of conflicts of interest (in collaboration with the inter-agency legal network). 

- Collaboration:  

EU-ANSA members shall collaborate for the common benefit of the EU Agencies with 
regard to general procedures and practises related to the provision of scientific and 
technical advice, including among others: finding economical and viable solutions for 
common problems with regard to the provision of scientific and technical advice; passing 
on know-how and troubleshooting experiences; exchanging information, tools and best 
practises; formulating common positions where necessary (under the aegis of the EU 
Heads of Agencies Network). 

2) To foster a more structured dialogue with EU regulators, risk managers and decision 
makers with regards to the provision of scientific and technical advice within the remit of 
each Agency.  

3) To act as a high-level forum to facilitate the provision of scientific and technical 
advice to policy and decision-making bodies and to promote EU and international dialogue 
and activities linked to the provision of scientific and technical advice towards an evidence-
based decision-making.  

4. Structure of EU-ANSA   

4.1  Participants 

The EU Agencies tasked to provide scientific and technical advice4 shall be represented by 
the Chief Scientist, or the equivalent member of staff responsible for the scientific output, 
strategy and coordination of the participating Agencies.  

The Chief Scientific Adviser to the President of the European Commission shall be invited as 
a permanent observer to the network, in order to facilitate a link to other scientific advisory 

                                                 
3 See Joint statement of the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union and the European 
Commission on decentralised agencies and §20 of the thereby annexed Common Approach. 
4 See the annexed list of EU ANSA member Agencies  



 

 

structures of the European Commission, such as the Joint Research Centre or other Scientific 
Committees and Expert Groups. 

4.2  Organisation 

4.2.1 Chair 

The EU ANSA network shall be chaired by the Chief Scientist, or the member of staff with 
equivalent responsibilities, of one of the participating Agencies. This shall be shared between 
Agencies, with a yearly rotation. Efforts should be made in order for the Secretariat of the 
EU-ANSA network to coincide with the Secretariat of the Head of EU Agencies network, 
when applicable. 

 

4.2.2 Secretariat 

The Secretariat of the EU-ANSA network shall be provided by the Agency chairing the 
network. 

The Secretariat shall: 

- provide the administrative support to the network;  
- organise relevant meetings;  
- coordinate the activities of the network, unless agreed otherwise.  
- draft meeting minutes and circulate after each meeting. After adoption via a written 

procedure from participants, the minutes shall be reported to the Heads of Agencies 
Network for their information. 

- maintain and update the contact list of the nominated representatives and their back-ups, 
based upon the names communicated by each Agency. 

- communication will preferably take place via an extranet. 

   

4.2.3 EU-ANSA working groups 

Apart from the plenary discussions focusing on issues of common interest, there shall be a 
possibility for an ad-hoc creation of working groups within the EU-ANSA network. These 
working groups shall have a defined mandate, focusing on more specialised issues under the 
general mandate of EU-ANSA.  

Each EU-ANSA participant shall have the opportunity to participate or abstain from a given 
working group. The members of the working group shall be appointed by their respective 
Agencies. The working groups shall report to the meetings of the EU-ANSA network as 
required.  

Specific guidelines on the creation and function of EU-ANSA working groups shall be 
elaborated in a separate document, to be discussed and adopted at the EU-ANSA’s first 
meeting. 



 

 

4.3  Internal decision-making 

The EU-ANSA network does not have any formal decision-making capacity and it operates 
under the tutelage and in support of the network of Heads of EU Agencies. EU-ANSA 
decides on operational issues with regard to the work of the network. This includes the 
identification of the EU ANSA areas of priorities, which shall be submitted for information to 
the Heads of Agencies. Such decision shall be taken by consensus whenever possible, 
otherwise by a simple majority of members. Minority opinions shall be recorded in the 
minutes of the meeting. No Agency can be bound by a common position.  

If necessary, common positions and conclusions can be adopted by written procedure. In this 
case, a conclusion shall be considered agreed unless an objection is raised by at least half of 
the members within 15 working days from the day on which the proposed conclusion has 
been dispatched to the network by the coordinating Agency. At the subsequent meeting of the 
network, the Chairperson shall provide a report on the outcome of the procedure, 
documenting any minority opinions. 

4.4  Meetings 

EU-ANSA shall in principle hold at least one annual meeting, discussing and adopting the 
network’s activities for the following year. This will be confirmed by the Chairing Agency 
given that there are clearly identified issues for which the meeting is expected to add value to 
the network and the participating Agencies’ operations. 

The Chairperson and hosting Agency will arrange the meeting(s) of the network that will take 
place during the year of their chairmanship. A draft agenda for the forthcoming meeting(s) 
will be prepared and circulated to the participants together with an invitation to the EU-
ANSA meeting(s). 

4.5 Work programme and annual report 

The timetable for reporting s follows: 

- February (year n):  presentation of the annual report  (year n-1) and adoption of 
work program (year n) by the HoA; 

- November (year n): presentation of draft work programme (year n+1). 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Annex I  

 

EU-ANSA members (as of 1 January 2018) 

 

CEDEFOP  European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training 
(Thessaloniki, Greece) 

ECDC  European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (Stockholm, 
Sweden) 

ECHA    European Chemicals Agency (Helsinki, Finland) 

EEA   European Environment Agency (Copenhagen, Denmark) 

EFSA    European Food Safety Authority (Parma, Italy) 

EIGE    European Institute for Gender Equality (Vilnius, Lithuania)  

EMA    European Medicines Agency (London, UK) 

EMCDDA   European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (Lisbon, 
Portugal) 

ENISA  European Network and Information Security Agency (Heraklion, 
Greece)  

EU-OSHA  EU Agency for Safety and Health at Work (Bilbao, Spain) 

EUROFOUND European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working 
Conditions (Dublin, Ireland) 

FRA   Fundamental Rights Agency (Vienna, Austria) 
 
FRONTEX  European Agency for the Management of Operational Cooperation at 

the External Borders (Warsaw, Poland) 

 

EU-ANSA observer members 

EU SatCen  European Union Satellite Centre (Madrid, Spain) 

EASA European Aviation Safety Agency (Cologne, Germany) 


