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1. [bookmark: _Toc42699510][bookmark: _Toc51746471][bookmark: _Toc53669380][bookmark: _Toc2086544362][bookmark: _Toc912522536][bookmark: _Toc1974970271][bookmark: _Toc1733117066][bookmark: _Toc1606113631][bookmark: _Toc1496859675][bookmark: _Toc1456589010][bookmark: _Toc2011801422][bookmark: _Toc858944474][bookmark: _Toc20953680][bookmark: _Toc1122200140][bookmark: _Toc320771695][bookmark: _Toc774423539][bookmark: _Toc1692141952][bookmark: _Toc469553896][bookmark: _Toc394827887][bookmark: _Toc1160285184][bookmark: _Toc2136988424][bookmark: _Toc284845034][bookmark: _Toc134715232][bookmark: _Toc199146155]What do we want to achieve and how do we cooperate?
1.1. [bookmark: _Toc22111428][bookmark: _Toc42699511][bookmark: _Toc51746472][bookmark: _Toc53669381][bookmark: _Toc896324731][bookmark: _Toc567675469][bookmark: _Toc2008975344][bookmark: _Toc1877945583][bookmark: _Toc979537225][bookmark: _Toc1811013248][bookmark: _Toc1049679833][bookmark: _Toc315451697][bookmark: _Toc1186616682][bookmark: _Toc1802987655][bookmark: _Toc1446328394][bookmark: _Toc514326397][bookmark: _Toc776241503][bookmark: _Toc1208062357][bookmark: _Toc821382810][bookmark: _Toc510798197][bookmark: _Toc1337328362][bookmark: _Toc1890885113][bookmark: _Toc6915857][bookmark: _Toc134715233][bookmark: _Toc199146156]Introduction and key objectives
The cooperation between the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) and the Council of Europe (CoE) is based on FRA’s Founding Regulation[footnoteRef:2] and on the 2008 agreement between the European Community and the CoE (hereafter the EU–CoE Agreement), which establishes a general cooperation framework between FRA and the CoE.[footnoteRef:3] The cooperation between FRA and the CoE aims to ensure complementarity between their activities and avoid duplication in their work. [2:  Council Regulation (EU) 2022/555 of 5 April 2022 amending Regulation (EC) No. 168/2007 establishing a European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, OJ 2022 L 108; Council Regulation (EC) No. 168/2007 of 15 February 2007 establishing a European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, OJ 2007 L 53.]  [3:  Agreement between the European Community and the Council of Europe on cooperation between the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights and the Council of Europe, OJ 2008 L 186.  ] 

The cooperation has evolved over the years to include closer coordination of activities and synergies between FRA and the CoE Secretariat, the Parliamentary Assembly, the European Court of Human Rights, the CoE Commissioner for Human Rights and other CoE entities.
In their cooperation, FRA and the CoE pursue common objectives and strategic priorities related to promoting and protecting human rights. The cooperation serves to :
· develop synergies and ensure complementarity in the organisations' respective areas of work ;
· implement joint projects in areas of mutual interest ;
· promote dialogue with stakeholders to improve respect for human rights ;
· coordinate communication activities to increase awareness of human rights ;
· inform each other of the outcomes of each organisation’s activities.
This report presents methods of cooperation between FRA and the CoE, and an overview of the cooperation between 1 January 2024 and 31 December 2024.
1.2. [bookmark: _Toc199146157]Institutional and regulatory cooperation
[bookmark: _Toc22111431][bookmark: _Toc22111432][bookmark: _Toc42699515][bookmark: _Toc51746476][bookmark: _Toc53669385][bookmark: _Toc239399946][bookmark: _Toc119325152][bookmark: _Toc250391861][bookmark: _Toc855070217][bookmark: _Toc564202831][bookmark: _Toc1758041984][bookmark: _Toc771379112][bookmark: _Toc1913920511][bookmark: _Toc1993866224][bookmark: _Toc1389748879][bookmark: _Toc1868064093][bookmark: _Toc971800877][bookmark: _Toc2069747433][bookmark: _Toc1692559016][bookmark: _Toc549476579][bookmark: _Toc1658348581][bookmark: _Toc430633956][bookmark: _Toc971122419][bookmark: _Toc917512508][bookmark: _Toc134715237]Various mechanisms laid down in FRA’s Founding Regulation and in the EU–CoE Agreement ensure complementarity in the relationship between the organisations. 
Article 9 of FRA’s amended Regulation prescribes coordination between FRA and the CoE in preparing the Agency’s work programmes. This ensures that the CoE’s priorities, activities and findings are duly taken into account in developing the work of the Agency. 
In accordance with articles 12 and 13 of FRA’s founding Regulation, the CoE appoints an independent person to FRA’s Management Board, who may and does participate in the meetings of the Agency’s Management and Executive Board, and also votes in the selection of the members of FRA’s Scientific Committee. A representative of the CoE Secretariat participates as an observer in FRA Management Board meetings.
Article 3 of the EU–CoE Agreement provides that FRA and the CoE each appoint contact persons to deal specifically with matters relating to their cooperation. 
In 2024, the CoE’s independent member of the FRA Management Board, participated in Management and Executive Boards meetings, and chaired the sessions of the FRA Annual Report Editorial Committee (AREDIT). The CoE Secretariat representative also took part in FRA's Management Board meetings, as an observer, and attended meetings of AREDIT.
Additionally, the CoE Director General of Democracy and Human Dignity was invited to address FRA’s Management Board for an annual exchange of views. This exchange enables FRA’s Management Board to be informed about the CoE’s key activities and of the synergies that were achieved between FRA’s and the CoE’s work.
FRA’s Director and the independent person appointed by the CoE to FRA’s Management Board addressed the Committee of Ministers’ Rapporteur Group on External Relations (GR-EXT), outlining current and future priorities with respect to FRA – CoE cooperation. 
[bookmark: _Hlk169769428]The FRA Director has met with the new Secretary General of the Council of Europe, the President of the Parliamentary Assembly, the President and the Registrar of the European Court of Human Rights, the Commissioner for Human Rights, the President of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, the newly appointed Director General of Human Rights and Rule of Law, and the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Migration and Refugees. These high-level meetings are an important opportunity to reaffirm the complementarity of the work of FRA and of the CoE, and to further consolidate cooperation to be implemented at operational level.
1.3. [bookmark: _Toc199146158]Forms of cooperation at operational level
The cooperation between FRA and the CoE is an ongoing, day-to-day process. The Agency cooperates at operational level with relevant CoE entities, services, monitoring bodies and intergovernmental committees. Cooperation takes various forms, including :
· mutual consultations on specific projects, activities and experts meetings ; 
· regular data and information exchanges ; 
· participation in hearings of the Parliamentary Assembly of the CoE (PACE) ; 
· participation in project inception meetings ; 
· FRA’s participation as an observer in CoE monitoring and intergovernmental committees ; 
· participation in respective civil society structures ; 
· mutual references to each other’s work.
More generally, consultation, feedback and participation in meetings and at events have become integral parts of both organisations’ working methods.
The contact people appointed by the CoE and FRA coordinate these activities and exchange information on a regular basis. They facilitate the process of exchange, ensure its continuity and consistency and further enhance coordination and collaboration.
The Agency consulted the CoE on the draft Annual Work Programme 2025, ensuring programmatic synergies between the two organisations. Consultation with the CoE Secretariat, the Special Representative on Migration and Refugees, and the Office of the CoE Commissioner for Human Rights took place in preparation of the FRA's Fundamental Rights Report 2024.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  FRA (2023), Fundamental Rights Report 2024, Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk113873670]Since 2019, a biennial meeting has been taking place between FRA’s and the CoE’s management teams to further strengthen cooperation and to exchange views on their respective current and future priorities. The next meeting is scheduled for June 2025. 
In its work, FRA also draws on the standards set by the CoE, including :
· judgments of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) ; 
· decisions and conclusions of the European Committee of Social Rights (ECSR) ; 
· reports and activities of monitoring bodies and intergovernmental committees ; 
· reports by the Secretary General, the Commissioner for Human Rights, the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI).
FRA’s evidence has been used in ECtHR judgments[footnoteRef:5] and in PACE resolutions and reports. FRA also contributed its evidence and expertise to the work of CoE monitoring bodies, such as ECRI, the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT), the Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (GREVIO) and the Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA). [5:  See ECtHR, X v. Greece, No. 38588/21, 13 February 2024 and Zăicescu and Fălticineanu v. Romania, No. 42917/16, 23 April 2024.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk191997426]Considering the importance of the prospective accession of the EU to the ECHR, FRA is conducting a “due diligence” exercise to assess the potential impact of the EU’s accession to the ECHR on the Agency’s work. In this context, FRA also consulted with the CoE Secretariat and the ECtHR Registry. In the FRA’s CharterXchange, FRA and the ECtHR jointly discussed the implications of the EU accession to the ECHR.
FRA’s work on the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU (the Charter) cites CoE standards, reinforcing their visibility in an EU context. Charterpedia, an online tool explaining the Charter, incorporates ECtHR cases that reference the Charter. FRA was a member of the expert working group developing the HELP course on the Interplay between the ECHR and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, which was continuously promoted through each other’s networks.
Cooperation between FRA and the CoE also continued with respect to further developing the EU Fundamental Rights Information System (EFRIS)  with representatives from the CoE Secretariat and the ECtHR registry actively participating in the EFRIS Advisory Group. EFRIS provides details of commitments and compliance with CoE mechanisms by EU Member States, Albania, North Macedonia and Serbia. 
Another example of cooperation is the Fundamental Rights Forum. The CoE was a major partner in the organisation of the 2024 Fundamental Rights Forum organised by FRA in Vienna. The CoE had a representative on the Forum's Advisory Panel, and several high-level representatives participated in the Forum as speakers, including the Secretary General and the Commissioner for Human Rights. 
These cross-references and exchanges help to disseminate the results of the respective activities and, more importantly, demonstrate a complementarity of information that enriches and corroborates the respective findings.
2. [bookmark: _Toc199146159] Operational cooperation
2.1. [bookmark: _Toc199146160]Anti-racism and non-discrimination
Combating racism and discrimination are important themes of the cooperation between FRA and the CoE. FRA contributed to CoE inter-governmental committees and expert groups, including the Steering Committee on Anti-discrimination, Diversity and Inclusion (CDADI), the Committee of Experts on Combating Hate Crime (PC/ADI-CH), the Committee of Experts on Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression, and Sex Characteristics (ADI-SOGIESC), and the Committee of Experts on Roma and Traveller Issues (ADI-ROM), with relevant evidence and data. For instance, FRA’s LGBTIQ survey[footnoteRef:6] contributed to the work of ADI-SOGIESC, and the Agency contributed to the CDADI High-level event on “Curbing hate speech and hate crime”.  [6:  FRA (2024), LGBTIQ at a crossroads: progress and challenges, Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

FRA and ECRI continued cooperation on training police in combating hate speech, hate crime and bias-motivated violence. ECRI’s country reports regularly refer to FRA’s work on experiences of immigrants and descendants of immigrants, Roma and Travellers, Jews, Muslims and LGBTI people across the EU. FRA contributed to ECRI’s annual seminar with equality bodies providing evidence from FRA’s surveys and research on structural and institutional racism. Two newly appointed members of the ECRI Bureau were members of FRA’s Management Board, which may provide further opportunities for synergies. 
The CoE Commissioner for Human Rights’ paper on Human Rights and Gender Identity and Expression[footnoteRef:7] referred extensively to FRA’s LGTBI II Survey data.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  CoE, Commissioner for Human Rights (2024), Human rights and gender identity and expression, Strasbourg, CoE, March 2024.]  [8:  FRA (2020), EU LGBTI Survey II.] 

The PACE report on Preventing and combating violence and discrimination against lesbian, bisexual and queer (LBQ) women in Europe[footnoteRef:9] includes references to the FRA survey on LGBTIQ at a crossroads: progress and challenges[footnoteRef:10]. For the forthcoming PACE report on “Overcoming age-based discrimination against older persons”, FRA provided input from its report on fundamental rights of older people: access to public services in digital societies[footnoteRef:11], its report on shifting perceptions: towards a rights-based approach to ageing[footnoteRef:12], and its report on equality in the EU 20 years on from the initial implementation of the equality directives[footnoteRef:13]. [9:  CoE, Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination, Preventing and combating violence and discrimination against lesbian, bisexual and queer (LBQ) women in Europe, Strasbourg, CoE, 12 September 2024.]  [10:  FRA (2024), LGBTIQ at a crossroads: progress and challenges, Luxembourg, Publications Office.]  [11:  FRA (2023), Fundamental rights of older people: ensuring access to public services in digital societies, Luxembourg, Publications Office.]  [12:  FRA (2018), Shifting perceptions: towards a rights-based approach to ageing, Luxembourg, Publications Office.]  [13:  FRA (2021), Equality in the EU 20 years on from the initial implementation of the equality directives, Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

2.2. [bookmark: _Toc199146161]Roma inclusion
FRA and the CoE continued their cooperation on Roma and Travellers, particularly within the framework of the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights’ priority work on the human rights situation of Roma and Travellers across Europe. ECRI’s country report on Italy, as well as GRETA’s fourth report on the Slovak Republic, refer to FRA’s Roma survey[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  FRA (2023), Roma in 10 European countries. Main results Roma survey 2021, Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

FRA and the CoE also cooperated in the context of the EEA & Norway Grants project “Technical Assistance to the Romanian Prosecutor’s Office to Improve Response to Hate Crime and Support Child Victims”, especially in relation to hate crime against Roma and Roma children. The trainings were based on  and FRA’s research and expertise on children and justice, hate crime, and Roma and antigypsyism. 
2.3. [bookmark: _Toc199146162]Social rights, environment and human rights
The CoE and FRA maintained cooperation on social and economic rights particularly through the Collaborative Platform on social and economic rights between FRA, CoE, ENNHRI, and Equinet. At the CoE High Level Conference on the European Social Charter, the collaborative Platform presented a joint statement on the crucial importance of upholding social rights and economic equality for the well-being and dignity of all people. During the UN Summit of the Future, the CoE organised a side-event on social rights of youth, in which FRA participated.

Environment and human rights is emerging as a new area for cooperation between FRA and the CoE. FRA had an exchange of views with the PACE Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development and contributed with its report on greenwashing[footnoteRef:15] to the PACE’s work in the field. [15:  FRA (2024), Enforcing consumer rights to combat greenwashing, Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

2.4. [bookmark: _Toc199146163]Rights of the child
[bookmark: _Toc22111437][bookmark: _Toc112165198][bookmark: _Toc112165268][bookmark: _Toc87613879][bookmark: _Toc87621132][bookmark: _Toc87621153][bookmark: _Toc87621175][bookmark: _Toc182564424][bookmark: _Toc182565018][bookmark: _Toc182565550][bookmark: _Toc182564425][bookmark: _Toc182565019][bookmark: _Toc182565551]In 2024, cooperation between the CoE and FRA on the rights of the child remained a key priority. FRA and the CoE Children’s Rights Division regularly met, together with the EU Coordinator on Rights of the Child, to plan joint activities and coordinate efforts to enhance child protection, justice, and rights across Europe. Key areas included the digitalisation of justice, climate justice, the prevention of sexual exploitation, child-friendly justice, digital safety and developing international standards on the principles of the Barnahus/Children’s house model. 
The CoE consulted FRA on the upcoming thematic review of the CoE Guidelines on child-friendly justice[footnoteRef:16] and the work regarding the drafting of a Recommendation on age-appropriate comprehensive sexuality education to strengthen responses for - inter alia - preventing and combatting violence against children, including sexual violence and harmful or risky behaviour by children, and on the future Child Rights Impact Assessment tool on AI. [16:  CoE, Committee of Ministers (2011), Guidelines of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on child-friendly justice, October 2011.] 

FRA also contributed to the improvement of the Child-friendly Justice Assessment tool in the framework of joint European Union-Council of Europe Child-friendly Justice Project, and continued contributing actively to the CoE Consultation group on children of Ukraine, notably in the work of the thematic Dialogue Group on guardianship. 
2.5. [bookmark: _Toc42699523][bookmark: _Toc51746483][bookmark: _Toc53669393][bookmark: _Toc442308255][bookmark: _Toc1848378058][bookmark: _Toc1085189362][bookmark: _Toc1175904808][bookmark: _Toc1882378896][bookmark: _Toc1108472220][bookmark: _Toc106770419][bookmark: _Toc105060015][bookmark: _Toc83431011][bookmark: _Toc1586590722][bookmark: _Toc221414818][bookmark: _Toc164547584][bookmark: _Toc1303720587][bookmark: _Toc906447284][bookmark: _Toc1022762056][bookmark: _Toc74841466][bookmark: _Toc1321531177][bookmark: _Toc42925984][bookmark: _Toc1104001425][bookmark: _Toc134715249][bookmark: _Toc199146164]Justice and Rule of Law
Close cooperation and various exchanges took place on topics such as violence against women and domestic violence, cybercrime, and victims’ rights.
The EU gender-based violence survey[footnoteRef:17] supports GREVIO’s monitoring work. Upcoming results of FRA’s survey on violence against women fleeing the war in Ukraine, will also contribute to discussions on the Istanbul Convention’s implementation, and possibly to the work of the Register of Damage for Ukraine. [17:  FRA, EIGE and Eurostat (2024), EU gender-based violence survey – key results. Experiences of women in the EU-27, Luxembourg, Publications Office. ] 

The CoE, ECtHR and FRA continued their longstanding cooperation on European Law handbooks. A joint handbook on Cybercrime and Fundamental Rights will be released in 2025, and an updated joint handbook on European law relating to access to justice[footnoteRef:18] is planned for 2026. New translations of the existing joint handbooks have been released in 2024. In addition, the ECtHR and FRA began publishing digital joint factsheets setting out ECtHR case-law and EU law (including CJEU case-law) on specific topics of common interest. The first two factsheets concerned the European Arrest Warrant[footnoteRef:19] and the right to be forgotten[footnoteRef:20]. More factsheets, including on mass surveillance, independence of the judiciary, and climate change, are expected to be published in 2025. [18:  FRA, CoE and ECtHR (2016), Handbook on the European law relating to access to justice, Luxembourg, Publications Office.]  [19:  FRA and ECtHR (2024), European Arrest Warrant and fundamental rights ECtHR and CJEU case-law - joint factsheet, 18 June 2024.]  [20:  FRA and ECtHR (2024), Right to be forgotten: ECtHR and CJEU case-law – joint factsheet, 30 October 2024.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk188270883][bookmark: _Hlk188268943]The joint handbooks and factsheets are important resources for the development of Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals (HELP) online courses. FRA also continues to follow and contribute to the work of the Commission for Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ), in particular their work on AI and the digitalisation of justice. FRA and the CoE’s HELP programme continue producing valuable results to enhance legal education through online course updates and training sessions for national authorities. FRA contributed to the development of a new edition of the free online HELP course on combating human trafficking[footnoteRef:21]. HELP and FRA are looking at the update and further development of tools, inter alia, on business and human rights and on protection of rights in the digital environment (including related child rights).  [21:  CoE, HELP (2024), Free online course on combating trafficking in human beings, 28 March 2024. ] 

Within the framework of the Venice Commission’s process of consultation with a view to updating its rule of law checklist, FRA has been invited to provide an input. 
Cooperation between FRA and the European NPM Forum continued, particularly in the area of criminal detention and monitoring of institutions for persons with disabilities. 
2.6. [bookmark: _Toc2016724774][bookmark: _Toc985244966][bookmark: _Toc952271819][bookmark: _Toc1075330405][bookmark: _Toc1776986833][bookmark: _Toc1504578189][bookmark: _Toc1122084895][bookmark: _Toc374654847][bookmark: _Toc889315417][bookmark: _Toc449077317][bookmark: _Toc1265991322][bookmark: _Toc1709384476][bookmark: _Toc524438131][bookmark: _Toc853825180][bookmark: _Toc921360119][bookmark: _Toc1335127530][bookmark: _Toc1303541826][bookmark: _Toc420228989][bookmark: _Toc520479109][bookmark: _Toc134715250][bookmark: _Toc199146165]Artificial intelligence and data protection
Throughout 2024, FRA actively participated in the work of the CoE Committee on Artificial Intelligence (CAI), as part of the EU delegation, contributing to the drafting of the Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law[footnoteRef:22] and of the HUDERIA methodology for risk and impact assessment of artificial intelligence (AI) systems from the point of view of human rights, democracy and the rule of law. FRA provided input based on its research and opinions on AI and fundamental rights.  [22:  CoE (2024), Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law, CETS No. 225, 5 September 2024.] 

Sharing findings from its report on bias in algorithms[footnoteRef:23], the Agency contributed to the Expert Committee on AI, Equality and Discrimination (GEC/ADI-AI) tasked with drafting a recommendation on the impact of AI on equality, including gender equality and non-discrimination. FRA also participated in the work of the CoE’s Drafting Group on Human Rights and Artificial Intelligence (CDDH-IA), which is working on a handbook on human rights and AI. Exchanges between FRA and the CoE regarding AI also included interactions with the Office of the CoE Commissioner for Human Rights and ECRI. The CoE contributed to FRA’s meeting on the fundamental rights impact assessment under the EU AI Act. [23:  FRA (2022), Bias in algorithms. Artificial Intelligence and discrimination, Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

A second update of the joint Handbook on European Data Protection Law[footnoteRef:24] is planned.  [24:  FRA, CoE, ECtHR (2018), Handbook on European data protection law. 2018 edition, Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

2.7. [bookmark: _Toc1378069774][bookmark: _Toc751507489][bookmark: _Toc1463039715][bookmark: _Toc702954543][bookmark: _Toc1420509496][bookmark: _Toc1825923663][bookmark: _Toc1904183993][bookmark: _Toc1241202926][bookmark: _Toc26220737][bookmark: _Toc1081691014][bookmark: _Toc1525158350][bookmark: _Toc1602956233][bookmark: _Toc1627719569][bookmark: _Toc1066310095][bookmark: _Toc471044756][bookmark: _Toc1305397642][bookmark: _Toc528068779][bookmark: _Toc1730867082][bookmark: _Toc1085007043][bookmark: _Toc134715251][bookmark: _Toc199146166]Migration and asylum
The well-established cooperation between FRA and the CoE on migration, asylum, and border-related human rights issues spanned various themes, aiming to strengthen human rights protection for people on the move, especially those in vulnerable situations. Exchanges between FRA and the CoE Special Representative of the Secretary General on Migration and Refugees (SRSG) focused on FRA’s updated guidance on monitoring fundamental rights during asylum border procedures[footnoteRef:25], and on how to use CoE standards and EU law safeguards to promote a human rights-compliant implementation of the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum. The SRSG consulted FRA in advance of its activities related to fact-finding missions to Member States. FRA contributed to the review of the implementation of Recommendation CM/Rec(2019)11 on effective guardianship for unaccompanied and separated children in the context of migration and actively participated in the 2nd International Conference on Migrant Smuggling organised by the CoE. The cooperation developed with the European Committee on Crime Problems in this particular area will be further strengthened. [25:  FRA (2024), Monitoring fundamental rights during screening and the asylum border procedure. A guide on national independent mechanisms, Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

The CoE Secretary General’s 2024 report[footnoteRef:26] mentions the FRA/COE joint guide on the fundamental rights of children at European borders[footnoteRef:27]. An online course on Temporary Protection in the EU was developed by the HELP Programme with the participation of FRA. In 2025, FRA and the ECtHR will update the handbook on European law relating to asylum, borders and immigration[footnoteRef:28]. In the context of migration, FRA also has regular exchanges with the Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights and the CPT Executive Secretary. [26:  CoE, Secretary General (2024), Annual report on democracy, human rights and rule of law in Europe. Our rights, our future, Strasbourg, CoE, 30 April 2024.]  [27:  CoE and FRA (2023), Children in migration. Fundamental rights at European borders, Strasbourg, CoE, December 2023.]  [28:  FRA, CoE and ECtHR (2020), Handbook on European law relating to asylum, borders and immigration. 2020 edition, Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

PACE consulted FRA in the drafting of several resolutions, for instance its Resolution on ensuring human rights-compliant asylum procedures[footnoteRef:29] which highlights the crucial coordination between FRA and the CoE in supporting states’ human rights obligations and refers to the FRA guidance note on Establishing national independent mechanisms to monitor fundamental rights compliance at EU external borders[footnoteRef:30]. The PACE Report on missing migrants, refugees and asylum seekers[footnoteRef:31] refers to FRA’s findings on risks of discrimination when implementing the European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS)[footnoteRef:32]. [29:  CoE, Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) (2024), Resolution 2555 (2024) on ensuring human rights-compliant asylum procedures, 25 June 2024.]  [30:  FRA (2022), Establishing national independent mechanisms to monitor fundamental rights compliance at EU external borders, Luxembourg, Publications Office.]  [31:  CoE, Committee on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons (2024), Missing migrants, refugees and asylum seekers. A call to clarify their fate, Strasbourg, CoE, 13 September 2024.]  [32:  FRA, (2017), The impact on fundamental rights of the proposed Regulation on the European Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS), Luxembourg, Publications Office.] 

2.8. [bookmark: _Toc42699524][bookmark: _Toc51746485][bookmark: _Toc53669395][bookmark: _Toc865754701][bookmark: _Toc2054741983][bookmark: _Toc1865837737][bookmark: _Toc352108053][bookmark: _Toc330601998][bookmark: _Toc961162245][bookmark: _Toc802002658][bookmark: _Toc15690104][bookmark: _Toc129321585][bookmark: _Toc309621895][bookmark: _Toc257468374][bookmark: _Toc1449776188][bookmark: _Toc1541496285][bookmark: _Toc903968283][bookmark: _Toc2073978547][bookmark: _Toc365497591][bookmark: _Toc720303407][bookmark: _Toc1682864446][bookmark: _Toc1678007575][bookmark: _Toc134715252][bookmark: _Toc199146167]Civil society 
FRA and the CoE strengthened cooperation on civic space and human rights defenders, notably through the IGO Contact Group on Human Rights Defenders, and FRA’s regular exchange with the CoE Conference of INGOs. FRA contributed to the report of the CoE Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH) on the implementation of the 2018 Committee of Ministers’ Recommendation on the need to strengthen the protection and promotion of civil society space[footnoteRef:33] sharing findings from its report on protecting civil society[footnoteRef:34]. Experts from CoE entities (Commissioner’s Office, CDDH, Civil Society Unit, Platform for the Protection of Journalists) participated in FRA’s expert workshop on civic space monitoring and protection and in the FRA Fundamental Rights Platform’s Annual General Meeting. PACE’s Resolution on Protecting women human rights defenders in Europe[footnoteRef:35] refers to FRA’s report on protecting civil society. Following exchanges with the CoE Youth Department about a more systematic involvement of young people in FRA’s work, FRA will consult the CoE in view of the further development of its Pilot Youth Advisory Panel. [33:  CoE, Committee of Ministers (2018), Recommendation CM/REC(2018)11 to member states on the need to strengthen the protection and promotion of civil society space, 28 November 2018.]  [34:  FRA (2023), Protecting civil society – update 2023, Luxembourg, Publications Office.]  [35:  CoE, Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) (2024), Resolution 2554(2024) on protecting women human rights defenders in Europe, 25 June 2024.] 
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