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Update of accreditation status and 
mandates of National Human Rights 
Institutions 
Since the publication of the report Strong and effective national human rights 
institutions – challenges, promising practices and opportunities in September 
2020, three National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) have had a change in 
their accreditation status and nine have had a change in tasks covered by their 
mandates.  
 
This update provides an overview of developments in the accreditation status 
and mandates of NHRIS in the past 12 months. It covers the 27 EU Member States 
as well as three additional states within FRA’s mandate (Albania, North 
Macedonia and Serbia). 
 
 

Table 1 – Accreditation status of National Human Rights Institutions 
as of 1 September 2021 
2021 Update of data in report ‘Strong and effective national human 
rights institutions – challenges, promising practices and 
opportunities’ 
 
 

Country Name of Institution Accreditation status 

Austria  Austrian Ombudsman Board B-status and applied 
for re-accreditation 

Belgium Federal Institute for the Protection and 
Promotion of Human Rights (FIRM) 

Institution not 
accredited 

Belgium 
Interfederal Centre for Equal 
Opportunity and the fight against 
racism and discrimination (Unia) 

B-status 

Bulgaria Commission for Protection against 
Discrimination B-status 

Bulgaria Ombudsman of the Republic of Bulgaria A-status 

Croatia Ombudswoman of the Republic of 
Croatia A-status 

https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2020/strong-effective-nhris
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2020/strong-effective-nhris
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Country Name of Institution Accreditation status 

Cyprus  Commissioner for Administration and 
the Protection of Human Rights B-status 

Czechia Public Defender of Rights Institution not 
accredited 

Denmark Danish Institute for Human Rights A-status 

Estonia Chancellor of Justice A-status 

Finland  Finnish Human Rights Centre A-status 

Finland  Parliamentary Ombudsman A-status 

France National Consultative Commission on 
Human Rights A-status 

Germany German Institute for Human Rights A-status 

Greece  Greek National Commission for Human 
Rights A-status 

Hungary Office of the Commissioner for 
Fundamental Rights A-status 

Ireland Irish Human Rights and Equality 
Commission A-status 

Italy 
National Guarantor for the Rights of 
Persons Detained or Deprived of 
Liberty 

Institution not 
accredited 

Latvia Ombuds institution’s Office of the 
Republic of Latvia A-status 

Lithuania The Seimas Ombudsmen’s Office A-status 

Luxembourg Consultative Human Rights Commission 
of Luxembourg A-status 

Malta Human Rights and Equality Commission Institution not 
accredited 

Netherlands Netherlands Institute for Human Rights A-status 

Poland Commissioner for Human Rights A-status 

Portugal Portuguese Ombudsman A-status 

Romania People’s Advocate Institution not 
accredited - Applied 
for accreditation 
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Country Name of Institution Accreditation status 

Romania Romanian Institute for Human Rights Institution not 
accredited - Applied 
for accreditation 

Slovakia Slovak National Centre for Human 
Rights 

B-status 

Slovenia The Human Rights Ombudsman of the 
Republic of Slovenia 

A-status 

Spain Ombuds institution of Spain A-status 

Sweden Equality Ombudsman B-status 

Sweden Institute for Human Rights Institution not 
accredited 

   

Albania People's Advocate of the Republic of 
Albania 

A-status 

North 
Macedonia 
  

Ombudsman of the Republic of North 
Macedonia 

B-status 

Serbia Protector of Citizens of the Republic of 
Serbia 

A-status 

 
Alternative text: Since the 2020 report, three NHRIs have changed accreditation status. The 
Chancellor of Justice in Estonia now has A-status, as has the Human Rights Ombudsman of the 
Republic of Slovenia. The Romanian Institute for Human Rights and People’s Advocate are not 
accredited but the institute has applied for accreditation. 

Source: FRA, 2021. 

Note: Cells with a yellow background colour highlight changes since the 2020 
report 'Strong and effective national human rights institutions - challenges, 
promising practices and opportunities'. 
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Table 2 – Tasks included in mandates of National Human Rights 
Institutions as of 1 September 2021 
2021 Update of Annex III from report ‘Strong and effective national 
human rights institutions – challenges, promising practices and 
opportunities’ 
 

NHRI (or nearest equivalent) Mandates 

 

Pr
om

ot
io

n 
an

d 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

of
 

hu
m

an
 ri

gh
ts

 

Om
bu

ds
 in

st
itu

tio
ns

 w
ith

 a
 

m
an

da
te

 o
n 

m
al

ad
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n 

N
at

io
na

l p
re

ve
nt

iv
e 

m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s 

un
de

r O
PC

AT
 

N
at

io
na

l m
on

ito
rin

g 
m

ec
ha

ni
sm

s 
un

de
r C

RP
D 

Eq
ua

lit
y 

bo
di

es
 w

ith
 a

 m
an

da
te

 
on

 e
qu

al
 tr

ea
tm

en
t 

M
on

ito
rin

g 
of

 fo
rc

ed
 re

tu
rn

s 
(E

U 
Re

tu
rn

s 
Di

re
ct

iv
e)

 

Re
po

rt
in

g 
on

 tr
af

fic
ki

ng
 in

 
hu

m
an

 b
ei

ng
s 

(E
U 

di
re

ct
iv

e)
 

Pr
ot

ec
tin

g 
fr

ee
do

m
 o

f 
m

ov
em

en
t a

nd
 m

ob
ili

ty
 ri

gh
ts

 
in

 th
e 

EU
 

Ot
he

r m
an

da
te

s 

N
um

be
r o

f m
an

da
te

s 
pe

r N
HR

I 

NHRIs per mandate 32 16 19 22 15 7 3 5 10 35 

Austrian Ombusman Board           4 

Federal Institute for the 
Protection and Promotion of 
Human Rights (FIRM) 
(Belgium) 

         3 

Interfederal Centre for Equal 
Opportunity and the fight 
against racism and 
discrimination (Unia) 
(Belgium) 

         5 

Commission for Protection 
against Discrimination 
(Bulgaria) 

         5 

Ombudsman of the Republic 
of Bulgaria 

         6 

Ombudswoman of the 
Republic of Croatia 

         5 

Commissioner for 
Administration and the 
Protection of Human Rights 
(Cyprus) 

         6 

Public Defender of Rights 
(Czechia)          7 
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NHRI (or nearest equivalent) Mandates 

 

Pr
om

ot
io

n 
an

d 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

of
 

hu
m

an
 ri

gh
ts

 

Om
bu

ds
 in

st
itu

tio
ns

 w
ith

 a
 

m
an

da
te

 o
n 

m
al

ad
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n 

N
at

io
na

l p
re

ve
nt

iv
e 

m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s 

un
de

r O
PC

AT
 

N
at

io
na

l m
on

ito
rin

g 
m

ec
ha

ni
sm

s 
un

de
r C

RP
D 

Eq
ua

lit
y 

bo
di

es
 w

ith
 a

 m
an

da
te

 
on

 e
qu

al
 tr

ea
tm

en
t 

M
on

ito
rin

g 
of

 fo
rc

ed
 re

tu
rn

s 
(E

U 
Re

tu
rn

s 
Di

re
ct

iv
e)

 

Re
po

rt
in

g 
on

 tr
af

fic
ki

ng
 in

 
hu

m
an

 b
ei

ng
s 

(E
U 

di
re

ct
iv

e)
 

Pr
ot

ec
tin

g 
fr

ee
do

m
 o

f 
m

ov
em

en
t a

nd
 m

ob
ili

ty
 ri

gh
ts

 
in

 th
e 

EU
 

Ot
he

r m
an

da
te

s 

N
um

be
r o

f m
an

da
te

s 
pe

r N
HR

I 

NHRIs per mandate 32 16 19 22 15 7 3 5 10 35 

Danish Institute for Human 
Rights 

         4 

Chancellor of Justice 
(Estonia) 

         5 

Finnish Human Rights Centre          3 

Parliamentary Ombudsman 
(Finland) 

         4 

National Consultative 
Commission on Human 
Rights (France) 

         3 

German Institute for Human 
Rights 

         2 

Greek National Commission 
for Human Rights 

         1 

Office of the Commissioner 
for Fundamental Rights 
(Hungary) 

         4 

Irish Human Rights and 
Equality Commission 

         5 

National Guarantor for the 
Rights of  Persons Detained 
or Deprived of Liberty (Italy) 

         2 

Ombuds institution’s Office 
of the Republic of Latvia 

         6 

The Seimas Ombudsmen’s 
Office (Lithuania) 

         3 

Consultative Human Rights 
Commission of Luxembourg 

         3 

Human Rights and Equality 
Commission (Malta)          0 
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NHRI (or nearest equivalent) Mandates 
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NHRIs per mandate 32 16 19 22 15 7 3 5 10 35 

Netherlands Institute for 
Human Rights 

         3 

Commissioner for Human 
Rights (Poland) 

         5 

Portuguese Ombudsman          4 

People’s Advocate 
(Romania) 

         2 

Romanian Institute for 
Human Rights 

         1 

Slovak National Centre for 
Human Rights 

         2 

The Human Rights 
Ombudsman of the Republic 
of Slovenia 

         3 

Ombuds institution of Spain          5 

Equality Ombudsman 
(Spain) 

         2 

Institute for Human Rights 
(Sweden) 

         2 

           

Ombudsman of the Republic 
of North Macedonia 

         6 

Protector of Citizens of the 
Republic of Serbia 

         3 

People's Advocate of the 
Republic of Albania 

         4 

 

Alternative text: Since the 2020 report, nine institutions have had a change in the tasks covered 
by their mandate. The Commission for Protection against Discrimination in Bulgaria now covers 
National monitoring mechanisms under CRPD and Protecting freedom of movement and mobility 
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rights in the EU. In 2021, the Equal Treatment Authority in Hungary was merged with the 
Hungarian Office of the Commissioner for Fundamental Rights (CFR).The CFR took over all 
responsibilities and functions of the Equal Treatment Authority, including its mandates. The 
Hungarian CFR no longer covers Ombuds institutions with a mandate on maladministration. The 
National Guarantor for the Rights of Persons Detained or Deprived of Liberty in Italy no longer 
covers the Promotion and protection of human rights nor National monitoring mechanisms under 
CRPD. Seven institutions have had changes in tasks covered by other mandates. 

Source: FRA, 2021. 

Note: Cells with a yellow background colour highlight changes since the 2020 
report 'Strong and effective national human rights institutions - challenges, 
promising practices and opportunities'. 


	Update of accreditation status and mandates of National Human Rights Institutions

