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1. Legal framework 

Please briefly elaborate on the legal framework to protect tenants or owners from homelessness and forced eviction 

Please include respective provisions in the case of an execution order and in case an eviction takes place. Please 

consider specific provisions for vulnerable person, legal safeguards which prevent or limit evictions and intervention 

system in the case of eviction and early interventions before evictions.  

Statutory tenancies 

A Rent Control Act which has been in place since 1983 protects tenants from evictions 

and excessive rent increases when they are renting properties built until 31/12/1999 in 

areas specifically designated as ‘controlled areas’ by virtue of an order of the Council of 

Ministers. Buildings constructed after this date are not covered under this law which 

essentially means that tenants renting premises in newer buildings are not protected 

under this law. Τhe Council of Ministers may declare that protection under this law 

applies in certain areas to shops, to residences or to both and must re-evaluate its 

previous orders at least every five years to determine if they need to be revised in light 

of prevailing socio-economic conditions.1 To be able to benefit from the protection 

offered by this law, the tenants must be in possession of premises on the basis of either 

an oral lease agreement or where the first lease agreement has expired and the tenant 

continues to remain in possession of the leased property; this category of tenants is 

termed as ‘statutory tenants’. In practice, most areas in Cyprus are covered by the rent 

control law, which also includes provisions controlling and restricting rent increases, 

depending on the prevailing economic situation.2 Tenants and landlords may apply to 

the Rent Control Court to determine a fair rental for specific premises covered by the 

law, however no rent increase is possible for periods less than two years from taking 

possession or since the last rental increase. The rental increase to be decided by the 

Court cannot exceed 14%, whilst special formulas to calculate rent increases apply for 

vulnerable persons and persons displaced as a result of the Turkish invasion in 1974.3 

For the period between 22 April 2025 and 21 April 2027 the maximum rent increase 

permitted for rentals under the Rent Control Act is six per cent.4 

 

 
1 Cyprus, The Rent Control Laws of 1983 to 1999 (Oι περί Ενοικιοστασίου Νόμοι του 1983 έως 

1999), article 3. 

2 Christophi, C. (2019), ‘Τι είναι η θέσμια ενοικίαση;’ (What is a statutory tenancy?) 

3 Cyprus, The Rent Control Laws of 1983 to 1999 (Oι περί Ενοικιοστασίου Νόμοι του 1983 έως 

1999), article 8. 

4 Cyprus, Rent Control Act (Ο περί ενοικιοστασίου νόμος), Order issued under article 8(4)(a), 

No. 5940, K.D.P.108/2025, 16 April 2025. 

https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/1983_1_23/full.html
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/1983_1_23/full.html
https://www.lawyer.com.cy/el/thesmios-enoikiastis/
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/1983_1_23/full.html
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/1983_1_23/full.html
https://www.cylaw.org/KDP/data/2025_1_108.pdf
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The court may issue eviction orders against statutory tenants when: 

a) The tenants default in rental payments despite notices served, or  
b) When the tenants were found guilty of conduct resulting on nuisance to 
neighbouring premises or have permitted the premises to be used for illegal 
or immoral purposes, or  
c) Where the court establishes that the condition of the premises has 
worsened as result of destruction or wilful serious neglect on the part of 
the tenants which remained unfixed two months after notice is served, or 
d) Where the tenant has sub-let the premises without the landlord’s 
consent, or 
e) Where the tenant has parted with possession of a section or all of the 
premises and has profited from this, or 
f) Where the landlords reasonably requires the premises for their own 
residence or for the residence of the landlord’s spouse, child, dependent 
parent or such parent’s spouse or the landlord is a company whose 
shareholder require the premises for their own residence and the court 
thinks it is reasonable to issue an eviction order under the circumstances, or 
g) Where the landlords intend to demolish or carry out extensive repair or 
renovation works to the premises, or 
h) Where the premises must be evacuated as a result of ‘development 
plans’ 
i) Where the premises are needed by the local authorities and this is in the 
public interest, or 
j) Where the tenant served a notice of termination of the tenancy and the 
landlord as, as result, entered into a new tenancy agreement with third 
parties, or 
k) Where the premises belong to the government and were leased to the 
tenants for a public interest purpose that is no longer in place. 5 

 

Α moratorium against evictions was in force for a short period after the outbreak of 

COVID.  Τhe date of expiry of the moratorium differed depending on which period the 

rents were due for, but it was eventually phased out in 2021.6 

 

 

 

 
5 Cyprus, The Rent Control Laws of 1983 to 1999 (Oι περί Ενοικιοστασίου Νόμοι του 1983 έως 
1999), article 11. 

6 Cyprus, The Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Law of 2020 (Ο περί Ενοικιοστασίου 

(Προσωρινές Διατάξεις) Νόμος του 2020) N.30(I)/2020. For a comprehensive deiscription of 

the legal framework that applied during Covid-19, see the presentation of the Cyprus Bar 

Association here.  

https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/1983_1_23/full.html
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/1983_1_23/full.html
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/2020_1_30/full.html
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/2020_1_30/full.html
https://www.nba.org.cy/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/presentation.pdf
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No compensation is foreseen in the law for evictions from residences. Reported Court 

decisions about evictions demonstrate that the only considerations examined by the 

courts in order to grant the eviction order relate to the terms of the contract and 

whether the tenants were in compliance with these.7 There was no court decision where 

social characteristics such as low income, pregnancy, disability, children, elder age were 

considered.  

The Social Welfare Services do not have a special mandate to address homelessness. 

Their mandate includes preventive interventions in the family, domestic violence, 

gender based violence, youth delinquency, victims of trafficking/crime/terrorism, child 

protection and child sexual abuse, parental care, adoptions, state institutions, social 

provisions, administration of the property of persons with mental disability.8 There is no 

special mandate for homelessness in general, although if homelessness affects a person 

from a category within their mandate, for instanced children or victims of domestic 

violence, then they will intervene to provide temporary accommodation. This practice 

is not formulated in a policy but it is rather the experience of organisations supporting 

vulnerable individuals, such as UNHCR and Caritas, who report that assistance from the 

Welfare Services to homeless persons is provided only when there are children involved. 

There are no guidelines or recorded practices in the case of evictions as there is no 

particular public body mandated to oversee and monitor evictions. 

 

Court criminalises the continuing possession of premises by a tenant after a lease 
termination notice has been served 

Ιn a landmark decision delivered on 31 October 2025, the Appeal Court, in its criminal 
jurisdiction, found, for the first time, that a tenant who remains in possession of the 
premises of the landlord without the landlord’s consent is guilty of a criminal offence, 
essentially applying to tenants a penal code provision intended for trespassers.9 The 
Appeal Court concluded that since the tenant’s lease had been clearly and explicitly 
terminated, the component of the penal code provision regarding possession without 
the landlord’s consent was satisfied, overturning the trial court ruling which had found 
that, since the tenant acquired possession under a lease agreement, he was not 
arbitrarily on the premises and the termination of the lease agreement does not imply 

 
7 Cyprus, Supreme Court, Appeal Jurisdiction, St Afxentios Medical Center Ltd v. Loucia Giella 
and Vaggelis Kkeli, Civil Appeal No, 310/2016, 8 December 2025; Cyprus, District Court of 
Famagusta, Themis Portofolio Management Holdings Ltd v. Antonios Kombos, Action No, 
97/2024, 17 December 2025; Cyprus, District Court of Nicosia, Stavros Stavrou v. Spyros Lakou, 
Action No. 1531/2024, 28 November 2025; Cyprus, Appeal Court, Christos Hadjipanayi Limited 
v. Maria Persiani and Eleni Antoniou, Civil Appeal No. 247/24, 31 October 2025. 

8 For more details on interventions of the Deputy Ministry for Social Welfare, see the relevant 

webpage of the Deputy Ministry here. 

9 Cyprus, The penal code (Ο περί Ποινικού Κώδικα Νόμος) Cap. 154, Article 281. 

https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=supreme/2026/202601-310-16PolEfEtc.html&qstring=%E5%EE%F9%F3%2A
https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=supreme/2026/202601-310-16PolEfEtc.html&qstring=%E5%EE%F9%F3%2A
https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=apofaseised/pol/2025/5120250051.htm&qstring=%E5%EE%F9%F3%2A
https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=apofaseised/pol/2025/1120250426.htm&qstring=%E5%EE%F9%F3%2A
https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=courtOfAppeal/2025/202510-247-24ait190525.html&qstring=%E5%EE%F9%F3%2A
https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=courtOfAppeal/2025/202510-247-24ait190525.html&qstring=%E5%EE%F9%F3%2A
https://www.dmsw.gov.cy/dmsw/sws.nsf/All/33142C9DACA9E970C22589F7003EB6EA?OpenDocument
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/ind/0_154/section-sc55b38757-3295-4770-89f0-d8b92f249131.html
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absence of the landlord’s consent.  The Appeal Court refused to consider the tenant’s 
argument that the lease agreement had been terminated by the landlord unlawfully, as 
such allegation is only relevant in civil proceedings for the purpose of seeking 
compensation. Under the circumstances of the case, the only consideration for the 
Appeal Court was whether or not the tenant was in possession of the premises without 
the owner’s consent.10 On 25 November 2025 the court passed the sentence of a fine of 
€2,000 plus the landlord’s legal costs and refrained from imposing a prison sentence, 
given the fact that the tenant had returned possession of the premises to the landlord 
prior to his conviction and he had a clean criminal record.11  

The Appeal Court’s ruling significantly strengthens the landlord’s position, as it provides 
an additional legal tool beyond civil proceedings to address situations where a tenant 
remains on the property for an extended period, until the issuance of an eviction order. 
Whether or not the landlord terminated the lease lawfully is now irrelevant for the 
criminal case, as it does not negate the elements of the criminal offence. The Appeal 
Court’s decision was criticised for the fact that it refused to examine the possibility that, 
where the lease termination is challenged for its legal validity, it casts doubts on whether 
the lease was terminated at all, in which case the elements of the criminal offence are 
not met. Concerns were also raised for the risk of abuse of the penal court provision by 
landlords, who may now be tempted to use the criminal complaint as pressure for 
settling civil disputes concerning the terms of the lease.  Although this precedent 
provides the opportunity for landlords to demand immediate vacant possession upon 
termination of a lease, tenants are placed in the disadvantageous position of having to 
vacate the premises or face criminal proceedings even where the tenant has a strong 
case against and legitimate complaints from the landlord. This development was 
contrasted with English law which criminalises unlawful possession by invaders but 
protects tenants who remain on the premises following the termination of the lease.12   

 

Ηousing allowance 

Persons who are eligible for the minimum guaranteed income under the relevant law,13 

are also entitled to a monthly rental allowance, calculated on the basis of the number 

of persons in the household and the city of residence. The rental allowance is increased 

by 20% for persons with disability or 50% for persons with disability who are wheelchair 

 
10 Cyprus, Appeal Court, Criminal Jurisdiction (2025), CCSRE Real Estate Company Ltd v. 
Theodoros Menelaou, Criminal Appeal No. 94/2022, 31 October 2025. 

11 Cyprus, Appeal Court, Criminal Jurisdiction (2025), CCSRE Real Estate Company Ltd v. 
Theodoros Menelaou, Criminal Appeal No. 94/2022, 25 November 2025 

12 Paphitis, G. (2025), ‘Τα Κυπριακά Δικαστήρια Aποφάσισαν: Ποινικό αδίκημα η άρνηση 

ενοικιαστών να εκκενώσουν μετά τον τερματισμό’ (Cypriot Courts Rule: Tenants' refusal to 

vacate after termination is a criminal offense), AGP Law, 19 November 2025. 

13 Cyprus, The minimum guaranteed income and social benefits Law of 2014 (O περί Ελάχιστου 
Εγγυημένου Εισοδήματος και Γενικότερα περί Κοινωνικών Παροχών Νόμος του 2014) 

https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=/courtOfAppeal/2025/202510-94-22PoinEf.html
https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=/courtOfAppeal/2025/202510-94-22PoinEf.html
https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=courtOfAppeal/2025/202511-94-22PoinEfPoini.html&qstring=%E8%E5%EF%E4%F9%F1%2A%20and%20%EC%E5%ED%E5%EB%E1%EF%2A%20and%20%F0%EF%E9%ED%2A
https://www.cylaw.org/cgi-bin/open.pl?file=courtOfAppeal/2025/202511-94-22PoinEfPoini.html&qstring=%E8%E5%EF%E4%F9%F1%2A%20and%20%EC%E5%ED%E5%EB%E1%EF%2A%20and%20%F0%EF%E9%ED%2A
https://www.agplaw.com/cyprus-courts-ruled/
https://www.agplaw.com/cyprus-courts-ruled/
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/2014_1_109/index.html
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/2014_1_109/index.html
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users.14 To apply for housing allowance, the tenants must submit to the competent 

authority, amongst other documents, the lease contract and the landlord’s IBAN 

certificate from the bank. If the landlord refuses to supply these documents, the housing 

allowance is not paid. Eligibility conditions for the housing allowance include students,15 

persons displaced from the Turkish invasion of 1974 or are deemed as sufferers as a 

result subject to meeting the income criteria,16 certain categories of single parent 

families and persons eligible for the minimum guaranteed income.17 The latter category 

covers Cypriot citizens, Union citizens, third country nationals who acquired the status 

of long term resident in accordance with the law transposing the Long-Term Residents 

Directive, recognised refugees and recognised victims of trafficking. A requirement for 

five years’ prior residence applies for these categories of beneficiaries except for the 

refugees and the victims of trafficking who are eligible immediately upon receiving their 

status. Additional income and property criteria apply for all categories. Persons deemed 

to be willingly unemployed are excluded. Third country nationals who are not in the 

asylum system and do not have the long-term residence permit are not entitled to any 

type of housing allowance. 

 

Eligibility of asylum seekers to a housing allowance or other housing assistance 

Asylum seekers are not entitled to the minimum guaranteed income, however some 

categories of asylum seekers are entitled to a small housing allowance subject to 

producing a rental contract and a number of other documents from the landlord, 

including the IBAN, the title deed for the property and the landlord’s tax ID certificate, 

which are frequently impossible to obtain, often forcing vulnerable individuals to share 

crammed spaces because of inability to pay the rent.18 In the case of asylum seekers, in 

order to be eligible for the rental allowance,  

 
14 Cyprus, Deputy Ministry for Social Welfare, ‘Benefits: Minimum guaranteed income – 
frequent question regarding the benefit’ (Επιδόματα: Ελάχιστο Εγγυημένο Εισόδημα – 
Συνήθεις ερωτήσεις αναφορικά με το Επίδομα).  

15 Cyprus University of Technology, ‘Information regarding the housing allowance 2024-2025’ 

(Πληροφορίες για το επίδομα ενοικίου 2024-2025), 21 July, 2024. 

16 Cyprus, Ministry of the Interior(2025), ‘Rent Subsidy Scheme for single persons and organic 

families’ (Σχέδιο Επιδότησης Ενοικίου σε μονήρη άτομα και οργανικές οικογένειες). 

17 Cyprus, Deputy Ministry for Social Welfare (2025), ‘Minimum guaranteed income -  

Prerequisites and criteria’ (Ελάχιστο Εγγυημένο Εισόδημα-Προϋποθέσεις / Κριτήρια). 

18 FRANET telephone consultation with Caritas, 16 August 2025. 

https://www.wbas.dmsw.gov.cy/dmsw/ydep.nsf/All/D61276624117BB62C22587C30035D819?OpenDocument#13
https://www.wbas.dmsw.gov.cy/dmsw/ydep.nsf/All/D61276624117BB62C22587C30035D819?OpenDocument#13
https://www.cut.ac.cy/students/news-and-events/article/?contentId=573770
https://www.gov.cy/moi/schedio-epidotisis-enoikioy-se-moniri-atoma-kai-organikes-oikogeneies/
https://www.wbas.dmsw.gov.cy/dmsw/ydep.nsf/All/659C2D177292178AC22587C30032ABAC?OpenDocument
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- The entire family must be unemployed or if one person in the family is 
employed, the monthly income must be lower than the benefits paid in form 
of reception conditions;  
- They must register as unemployed and accept jobs in the sectors they are 
entitled to work, unless they are persons with disability, or incapable for 
work or aged over 63 years; 
- They must participate in vocational training programs, accept 
consultation from experts of the Public Employment Service and permit visits 
to their homes from welfare workers for evaluation and guidance.19 

 

Νο housing allowance is paid to asylum seekers to whom the authorities provide 

accommodation in one of the reception camps. The Welfare Services offer hotel 

accommodation for three months to vulnerable asylum seekers who cannot stay in one 

of the camps and cannot find accommodation in the community. The three months’ 

maximum duration is observed very strictly and upon expiration the asylum seekers are 

evicted without evaluation of vulnerability or an alternative solution. This practice may 

apply to severely ill persons who are often threatened with closure of their asylum file 

and deportation if they refuse to leave the designated hotel accommodation. The rental 

allowance payable to asylum seekers is only a fraction of the average rental for the 

accommodation on offer. There is no remedy in practice for asylum seekers threatened 

with eviction by landlords who do not secure eviction orders from the court but use 

intimidation tactics like switching off water or electricity supply. 20  

Since the housing allowance forms part of reception conditions, eligibility to this benefit 

is automatically terminated when reception conditions are terminated. This includes 

children, whose eligibility for reception conditions is reliant upon the parents’ eligibility, 

a practice that is likely to contravene the UN Convention on the rights of the child. 

Reception conditions, including housing allowance, may be reduced or withdrawn 

where, inter alia 

- The Interior Minister designates a specific place of residence for a person 

for reasons of public interest or public order or the swift processing of the 

person’s application and the applicant does not comply with this decision; 

- Τhe applicants do not promptly inform the authorities of any change in 

their place of residence and do not turn up for their interview for longer than 

two weeks; 

- The applicants filed a subsequent asylum application; 

 
19 Cyprus, Deputy Ministry for Social Welfare (2025), ‘General information- Material Reception 

Conditions’ (Γενικές πληροφορίες – Υλικές Συνθήκες Υποδοχής). 

20 FRANET telephone consultation with Caritas, 16 August 2025. 

https://www.dmsw.gov.cy/dmsw/sws.nsf/All/759BFD67DD25B8C0C2258934002CB146/$file/%CE%93%CE%95%CE%9D%CE%99%CE%9A%CE%95%CE%A3%20%CE%A0%CE%9B%CE%97%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A6%CE%9F%CE%A1%CE%99%CE%95%CE%A3%20%CE%9A%CE%91%CE%99%20%CE%A0%CE%A1%CE%9F%CE%A5%CE%A0%CE%9F%CE%98%CE%95%CE%A3%CE%95%CE%99%CE%A3.pdf?OpenElement
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- The applicants hid financial resources or are deemed to have adequate 

resources;  

- The applicants did not lodge the application as soon as practicable; 

- The applicants’ asylum application is rejected and the period for filing an 

appeal has expired; 

- The applicants leave the area controlled by the Republic for any period 

of time; 

- The applicants turn down job offers twice.21 

 

Forced sale of residence as a result of unpaid bank loan 

In 2014 a new framework was put in place for an extrajudicial procedure for rapidly 

selling mortgaged properties as a result of non-performing loans, replacing the previous 

framework of judicial process. Under the new framework, when the entire loan becomes 

payable, a series of notices are served from the lender to the debtor, leading to a forced 

sale by auction. 22  The procedure is activated when the entire mortgage debt becomes 

due and the debtor is in default for at least 120 days. From then on, a graduated 

sequence of notifications is applied: 

- A licensed credit institution sends the first notification of default 

informing the debtor of the overdue debt, the right to remedy by payment 

and the consequences of non-compliance, effectively serving as a final 

warning before the formal commencement of foreclosure, so as to offer the 

debtor the opportunity to remedy the default before the forced sale 

mechanism is triggered. 

- The second notice is served with a full account statement including the 

principal amount, interest and expenses and sets a minimum payment 

deadline of 45 days. The accuracy of the figures and the lawful service are 

key and any ambiguity or deficiency may later support a request to set aside 

the next notice.  

- The third notice announces that the mortgaged property will be sold at 

auction and must be served at least 30 days before the appointed date. It 

states the place/time/terms of sale and activates the debtor's legal remedies. 

It is the only notice that can be challenged by an appeal in court for 

exhaustively specified procedural reasons.  

 
21 Cyprus Refugee Council (2025), ‘Country Report: Reduction or withdrawal of reception 

conditions’, Asylum Information Database (AIDA), 16 April 2025.   

22 Cyprus, The transfer and mortgage of immovable property Law of 1965 (Ο περί 

Μεταβιβάσεως και Υποθηκεύσεως Ακινήτων Νόμος του 1965) N. 9/1965 

https://asylumineurope.org/reports/country/cyprus/reception-conditions/access-and-forms-reception-conditions/reduction-or-withdrawal-reception-conditions/#_ftn3
https://asylumineurope.org/reports/country/cyprus/reception-conditions/access-and-forms-reception-conditions/reduction-or-withdrawal-reception-conditions/#_ftn3
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/1965_1_9/full.html
https://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/1965_1_9/full.html
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Τhe legal framework attracts regular criticisms for exposing vulnerable persons to the 

risk of losing their homes to banks under accelerated procedures. In 2025 MPs reported 

a rise in forced acquisitions of first residences valued at less than 350,000, the 

phenomenon of creditors buying the mortgaged houses following a first failed auction, 

delays in judicial decisions, schemes intended to help debtors do not deliver, there is 

inadequate support to lenders and very tight deadlines which prevent debtors from 

seeking help.23  

In October 2025 the issue of foreclosures of first residence was discussed in Parliament, 

with MPs asking for a freezing of all auctions until the parliamentary discussion is 

concluded. Parliament discussed the use of foreclosures of first residences of persons 

displaced by the 1974 Turkish invasion, who were allocating housing in settlements 

following the war. Reference was made to the case of a 75-year old debtor who is at risk 

of losing his house in one of the displaced persons’ settlements as a result of a debt that 

rose sharply from €15-€20,000 to €180,000. When he tried to enquire about the sum of 

€180,000, the credit institution referred him to the company that had bought off his 

loan and since then he is stuck in bureaucracy. The house under foreclosure was his only 

property. MPs reported that this is not the first instance of credit institutions foreclosing 

houses in displaced persons’ settlements, adding that four more cases were located in 

the past few months. The Financial Ombudsman told the Parliament that during 2025 

her office received 156 requests for suspending foreclosures of first residences, 

including from pensioners, single parents, divorced women, adding that most cases 

were already examined and decided by the court and there are eviction orders pending 

execution. The Financial Ombudsman added that the legal framework contains gaps 

which enable the different credit companies to choose which procedure to follow in 

each case.24   

 

Energy subsidies 

A number of energy subsidies are available for certain specific categories of consumers. 

The only subsidies which are, realistically speaking, available to tenants are those 

relating to the household electricity bill, provided that the electricity is in the name of 

the tenant, and a subsidy for photovoltaic and insulation upgrading of homes, which, 

although not explicitly excluding tenants, they involve a contribution from the occupier 

 
23 Commercial.cy(2025), ‘Ανησυχία για τις αυξανόμενες εκποιήσεις πρώτης κατοικίας στην 

Κύπρο’ (Concerns over rising foreclosures on primary residences in Cyprus) 9 May 2025. 

24 Politis (2025), ‘Αγανάκτηση στη Βουλή για τις εκποιήσεις κύριας κατοικίας σε συνοικισμούς 

- «Κάποιοι ξεπέρασαν και τους τοκογλύφους»’ (Outrage in Parliament over the sale of 

primary residences in settlements - "Some have surpassed even loan sharks"), 21 October 

2025. 

https://commercial.cy/el/%CE%AC%CF%81%CE%B8%CF%81%CE%BF/rising-concern-over-first-home-foreclosures-in-cyprus
https://commercial.cy/el/%CE%AC%CF%81%CE%B8%CF%81%CE%BF/rising-concern-over-first-home-foreclosures-in-cyprus
https://www.politis.com.cy/politis-news/cyprus/963812/aghanaktisi-sti-boyli-ghia-tis-ekpoiiseis-kyrias-katoikias-se-sinoikismous-kapoioi-kseperasan-kai-toys-tokoghlyfoys
https://www.politis.com.cy/politis-news/cyprus/963812/aghanaktisi-sti-boyli-ghia-tis-ekpoiiseis-kyrias-katoikias-se-sinoikismous-kapoioi-kseperasan-kai-toys-tokoghlyfoys
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of the premises which tenants may be unwilling to pay in order to upgrade the landlord’s 

property.  

i. Electricity bill rebates for special categories of the population 

The semi-governmental Electricity Authority of Cyprus provides residential consumers 

who belong to one of the following vulnerable categories a special discount in their 

electricity bill, provided they are Cypriot, Union or EEA citizens, or persons who by law 

enjoy the same rights as Cypriot citizens and are lawfully residing in areas where the 

Government of the Republic of Cyprus exercises effective control: 

a) Recipients of assistance from the Social Welfare Services; 

b) Beneficiaries of the Guaranteed Minimum Income provided by the Welfare 

Benefits Management Service of the Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare; 

c) Three-child or large families receiving Child Benefit for three or more dependent 

children from the Welfare Benefits Management Service of the Deputy Ministry 

of Social Welfare; 

d) Beneficiaries of the low-income pensioners’ allowance from the Welfare Benefits 

Management Service of the Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare; 

e) Single-parent families receiving the single-parent family allowance, granted in 

addition to the child benefit, from the Welfare Benefits Management Service of 

the Deputy Ministry of Social Welfare; 

f) Recipients of the severe motor disability allowance from the Department for the 

Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities of the Deputy Ministry of Social 

Welfare; 

g) Recipients of the care allowance for paraplegic persons from the Department for 

the Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities of the Deputy Ministry of Social 

Welfare; 

h) Recipients of the care allowance for quadriplegic persons from the Department 

for the Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities of the Deputy Ministry of 

Social Welfare; 

i) Recipients of the transportation allowance for haemodialysis patients from the 

Department for the Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities of the Deputy 

Ministry of Social Welfare; 

j) Recipients of the special grant for blind persons from the Department for the 

Social Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities of the Deputy Ministry of Social 

Welfare; 

k) Injured persons who are beneficiaries of a special monthly pension from the 

Relief Fund for Victims; 

l) Patients undergoing peritoneal dialysis; 

m) Persons suffering from multiple sclerosis;  

n) Persons who have undergone heart transplant; 
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o) Persons with active acromegaly, whose details will be provided by the Health 

Insurance Organisation. 

p) Persons with active Cushing’s disease;  

q) Persons with active pheochromocytoma; 

r) Persons with autonomic diabetic neuropathy; 

s) Patients with a primary or metastatic tumour of the central nervous system; 

t) Patients with a permanent tracheostomy.25  

In 28 November 2024, the Minister of Energy, Commerce and Industry updated the list 

of vulnerable consumers eligible for the electricity bill rebate, to include: 

u) Beneficiaries of the low-income pensioners’ allowance; and   

v) Single-parent families receiving the single-parent family allowance.26    

The application for the rebate may be submitted by the customer in whose name the 

Cyprus Electricity Authority electricity bill is issued, the only requirement being that 

applicant customer must permanently reside in the household.  

 

ii. Subsidy schemes for solar hot water systems, photovoltaic panels and roof 

insulation in residential buildings for vulnerable consumers  

Α number of schemes are available under the renewable energy and energy saving fund, 

running for the period 29/02/2024 – 20/12/2025, which provide separate subsidies for 

the general public and vulnerable applicants in order to upgrade the energy 

performance of households through the installation of solar panels for hot water 

systems, photovoltaic system and roof insulation. The applicant is not required to be the 

owner of the house; for the photovoltaic systems, the applicant is not required to have 

the electricity bill issued in their name either. However these schemes do not cover the 

entire cost of the upgrade and the applicant is expected to contribute as well. In the 

case of vulnerable households, the subsidy for the installation of the photovoltaic 

system in an existing residence is € 1,250 per installed KW PV with a maximum grant of 

€ 6,250 per application; and the subsidy for roof thermal insulation is 75% of the eligible 

costs with a maximum grant of € 3,750 for each application.27  

 
25 Electricity Authority of Cyprus (2023), ‘Δικαιούχοι της διατίμησης με κώδικα 08’ 
(Beneficiaries of pricing with code 08). Τhe formula for calculating the discounted price is 
available on the webpage of the Electricity Authority of Cyprus, here. 

26 Electricity Authority of Cyprus (2024), ‘ Ένταξη νεών δικαιούχων στην ειδική οικιακή 
διατίμηση ευάλωτων καταναλωτών’ (Inclusion of new beneficiaries in the special household 
tariff for vulnerable Consumers), 2 December 2024. 

27 For more information see the webpage of the Management Committee of the Renewable 

Energy Sources and Energy Conservation Fund of the Energy Service of the Ministry of 

Energy, Commerce and Industry, here. 

https://www.eac.com.cy/EL/RegulatedActivities/Supply/tariffs/Pages/supply-tariffs.aspx
https://www.eac.com.cy/EL/RegulatedActivities/Supply/tariffs/Documents/%CE%94%CE%B9%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%AF%CE%BC%CE%B7%CF%83%CE%B7%20%CE%9F%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%B9%CE%B1%CE%BA%CE%AE_14-7-25.pdf
https://www.eac.com.cy/EL/EAC/NewsAndAnnouncements/Pages/entaksineondikaiouxon08.aspx
https://www.eac.com.cy/EL/EAC/NewsAndAnnouncements/Pages/entaksineondikaiouxon08.aspx
https://www.resecfund.org.cy/el/contact
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Some of the energy related schemes involving discounts in energy bills or upgrade of 

premises so as to be more energy-efficient, are addressed to occupiers or persons in 

whose name the electricity account is, which may include tenants. Others involve a 

contribution in the expenditure, which essentially limits the scheme to home owners as 

it is unlikely that vulnerable consumers renting property can pay the contribution 

required to upgrade the landlord’s house. These schemes cannot realistically be seen as 

an anti-eviction measure as they do not lead to significant savings in the short-term 

period where a tenant is facing eviction for non-payment of the rent and.28  

 

Limassol Municipality scheme “Schedia” for interventions for the homeless 

As of 2019, the Limassol Municipality operates a support and reintegration centre for 

homeless persons providing specialized supportive services to persons facing 

homelessness, based on a plan compiled in collaboration the competent governmental 

authorities. The centre is staffed by professional social workers and psychologists who 

have received specialized training and is funded by the state as well as by the private 

sector.  The interventions aim at supporting the social re-integration of individuals facing 

homelessness through activating them into the labour market, by supporting them in 

acquiring skills, strengthening family support networks, securing permanent housing 

and whatever else is deemed necessary for each person separately. Specialists from the 

centre carry out street interventions, visiting locations where homeless persons were 

located to provide immediate assistance and support. The centre provides 

transportation of homeless persons to a friendly space where first-care services are 

provided, including a warm shower, snacks, a place for rest and protection from extreme 

weather conditions, temporary placement in overnight accommodation facilities, 

psychosocial support and group counselling, development of an individualized action 

plan following a needs assessment, initial medical and pharmaceutical care where 

required, cooperation with other specialized services, employment and housing 

counselling and regular contact and cooperation with the relevant state and semi-state 

services.29 Τhe centre maintains statistical data for the purpose of formulating policies 

which, however, are not available to the public.30 

 

 
28 For more information about the energy related schemes, see the relevant webpage of the 

Renewable Energy Sources and Energy Conservation Fund here. 

29 For more information see the webpage of the Limassol Municipality here.  

30 FRANET telephone consultation with the Municipality Center ‘Schedia’, 21 January 2026. 

https://resecfund.org.cy/el/sxedia
https://www.limassol.org.cy/el/sxedia
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2. Major developments in 2025 

Table 1 – Major legislative/policy measures on eviction and 

homelessness in 2025  

 
Reference/name/ 

weblink 

Short description and 
reference to the 

paragraph / page in the 
referenced document 

Authorities 
responsible to 

implement  

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 

Name in original 
language: 
Παροχή επιδότησης 
ενοικίου στους 
εκτοπισθέντες από την 
Ουκρανία που έχουν 
εξασφαλίσει καθεστώς 
Προσωρινής 
Προστασίας 
 
English translation: 
Rent subsidy for 
displaced persons from 
Ukraine who have been 
granted Temporary 
Protection status 
 
 

Rent subsidy proportional 
to the number of 
household members, the 
province of residence and 
the cohabitation of the 
applicants with other 
persons, available to 
persons displaced from 
Ukraine on or after 
February 24, 2022. 
Displaced persons who, at 
the time of submitting the 
application have not 
secured another place of 
residence since the date 
of their arrival in the 
Republic of Cyprus are 
also eligible to apply. 
 
Displaced persons from 
Ukraine who have secured 
another place of residence 
are not entitled to apply. 
The scheme is set to 
expire on 4 March 2026. 

Welfare Benefits 
Administration 
Service of the Deputy 
Ministry for Social 
Welfare 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 

Name in original 
language: 
Ειδικό σχέδιο παροχής 
πολεοδομικών 
κινήτρων για την 
παραγωγή προσιτής 
στέγης 
English translation: 
 

Special plan to 
provide urban 
planning incentives 

Οn 16 April 2025 the 
Council of Ministers 
approved amendments to 
the two special town 
planning incentives 
regarding the 
development of 
affordable housing, 
aiming to create more 
suitable and attractive 
conditions for the 
construction of affordable 
housing and generally of 
housing units by the 

Town Building and 
Housing Department 
of the Ministry of the 
Interior 

https://eforms.mof.gov.cy/eforms/urs.nsf/home_en/home_en?OpenDocument
https://eforms.mof.gov.cy/eforms/urs.nsf/home_en/home_en?OpenDocument
https://eforms.mof.gov.cy/eforms/urs.nsf/home_en/home_en?OpenDocument
https://eforms.mof.gov.cy/eforms/urs.nsf/home_en/home_en?OpenDocument
https://eforms.mof.gov.cy/eforms/urs.nsf/home_en/home_en?OpenDocument
https://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/tph/tph.nsf/all/DDB0BBBD54B43B35C225892700349013?opendocument
https://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/tph/tph.nsf/all/DDB0BBBD54B43B35C225892700349013?opendocument
https://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/tph/tph.nsf/all/DDB0BBBD54B43B35C225892700349013?opendocument
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for the production of 
affordable housing 

private sector and the 
wider public sector, either 
directly by building and 
selling or renting housing 
units or indirectly through 
the provision of monetary 
compensation to be 
utilised for the building of 
affordable housing by the 
Affordable Housing 
Administration Unit. The 
incentives can be applied 
to new developments or 
to existing developments 
through the change of 
use. 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 

Name in original 
language:  
 
Στεγαστικό σχέδιο 
αναζωογόνησης 
ορεινών, ακριτικών και 
μειονεκτικών περιοχών 
 
English translation: 
Housing plan for the 
revitalization of 
mountainous, remote, 
and disadvantaged 
areas 

 

The plan provides 
financial assistance for the 
purchase of privately 
owned homes for 
permanent residence in 
one of the 279 remote, 
mountainous, and 
disadvantaged 
communities/areas 
covered by the plan. 
 
The assistance provided is 
up to 50% of the total cost 
of purchasing a home, 
with a minimum total cost 
of €20,000 depending on 
the composition of the 
family and the 
community/area in which 
the home is purchased, 
with the following 
maximum amounts: for a 
single person up to 
€35,000; for a couple up 
to €45,000; for a young 
couple (i.e. both members 
must be under 41 years of 
age on the date of 
application) up to 
€60,000; for a family with 
children including single-
parent families up to 
€50,000; for a young 
family with children 

Ministry of the 
Interior 

https://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/tph/tph.nsf/all/DDB0BBBD54B43B35C225892700349013?opendocument
https://www.moi.gov.cy/moi/tph/tph.nsf/all/DDB0BBBD54B43B35C225892700349013?opendocument
https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/stegastiko-schedio-anazoogonisis-oreinon-akritikon-kai-meionektikon-periochon/
https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/stegastiko-schedio-anazoogonisis-oreinon-akritikon-kai-meionektikon-periochon/
https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/stegastiko-schedio-anazoogonisis-oreinon-akritikon-kai-meionektikon-periochon/
https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/stegastiko-schedio-anazoogonisis-oreinon-akritikon-kai-meionektikon-periochon/
https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/stegastiko-schedio-anazoogonisis-oreinon-akritikon-kai-meionektikon-periochon/
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including young single-
parent families where 
neither member is over 41 
years of age on the date of 
application, up to 
€65,000; for large families 
with 4 or more children up 
to €70,000. An additional 
amount of up to €10,000 
is foreseen for 
adaptations needed in the 
house for persons with 
disabilities. For special 
constructions needed for 
safety purposes due to 
terrain morphology or 
slope, an additional 
amount of up to €25,000 
is foreseen. Applicants 
must be Cypriot or Union 
citizens with permanent, 
lawful and continuous 
residence in Cyprus for the 
last five years; temporary 
absence for less than a 
month or for the purpose 
of receiving treatment 
outside Cyprus or for 
studying is not counted. 
Repatriated Cypriots 
permanently residing in 
Cyprus for at least the last 
two years are also eligible. 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 

Name in original 
language: Στεγαστικό 
σχέδιο αναζωογόνησης 
της εντός των τειχών 
πόλης της Λευκωσίας 
 
 
English translation: 
Housing plan for the 
revitalization of the 
walled city of Nicosia 

Τhe scheme provides 
financial assistance of up 
to 50% of the total 
expenditure for the 
acquisition of a privately-
owned residence for 
permanent occupancy 
within the walled city of 
Nicosia, with a minimum 
total expenditure of 
€20,000. The amount of 
the financial assistance 
depends on the family 
composition: Up to € 
35,000 for a single person; 
up to € 45,000 for a 
couple; up to € 60,000 for 

Ministry of the 
Interior 

https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/schedio-drasis-gia-tin-anaplasi-kai-tin-anazoogonisi-tis-entos-ton-teichon-leykosias/schedio-chorigion-gia-apoktisi-idioktitis-katoikias/
https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/schedio-drasis-gia-tin-anaplasi-kai-tin-anazoogonisi-tis-entos-ton-teichon-leykosias/schedio-chorigion-gia-apoktisi-idioktitis-katoikias/
https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/schedio-drasis-gia-tin-anaplasi-kai-tin-anazoogonisi-tis-entos-ton-teichon-leykosias/schedio-chorigion-gia-apoktisi-idioktitis-katoikias/
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young couples where both 
are under the age of 41 at 
the date of application; up 
to € 50,000 for families 
with children including 
single-parent families; up 
to € 65,000 for young 
families under the age of 
41 with children including 
young single-parent 
families; up to €70,000 for 
families with 4 or more 
children; an additional 
amount up to €10,000 for 
adaptation works needed 
for persons with 
disabilities. Applicants 
must be Cypriot or Union 
citizens with permanent, 
lawful and continuous 
residence in Cyprus for the 
last five years as well as 
repatriated Cypriot 
citizens permanently 
residing in Cyprus for at 
least the last two years. 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure  

Name in original 
language: Build to Rent 
 
English translation: 
Build to Rent 
 
 

An additional building 
density coefficient of up to 
45% of the applicable one 
is granted to professional 
land developers, with the 
obligation that part or all 
of the additional units be 
made available at 
affordable purchase 
prices or rental rates, 
respectively. Based on the 
applications submitted 
until December 2025, the 
Ministry of the Interior 
estimates that nearly 
2,000 units will be created 
over the next two years, of 
which 260 will be 
affordable housing. 
Through the option to 
purchase the additional 
building density 
coefficient, it is estimated 
that approximately €11 

Town Building and 
Housing Department 
of the Ministry of the 
Interior 

https://www.gov.cy/speeches/omilia-tou-ypourgou-esoterikon-k-konstantinou-ioannou-stin-parousiasi-me-thema-olokliromeni-stegastiki-politiki-i-mechri-stigmis-apodosi-ton-metron-kai-ta-epomena-vimata/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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million will flow into the 
Special Affordable 
Housing Fund of the 
Cyprus Land Development 
Corporation for use in the 
implementation of its own 
programmes aiming at 
supplying the market with 
an additional affordable 
housing units. 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 

Name in original 
language: «Ανακαινίζω-
Ενοικιάζω» 
 
English translation: 
"Renovate-Rent" 

This plan offers financial 
assistance through the 
payment of subsidies 
between €15,000 and 
€35,000, to owners of 
existing vacant, inactive or 
unused residential units 
for their renovation and 
upgrading in order to offer 
them for rent for a period 
of four years at an 
affordable amount to 
persons of moderate or 
low income, based on the 
income criteria set out in 
the plan.  
 
Interest in this scheme 
was lower than expected, 
with only 63 applications 
received by December 
2025, of which 34 were 
approved, 11 rejected, 
and 18 were under review 
in December 2025. The 
Ministry of Interior 
intends to improve the 
scheme to make it more 
attractive to property 
owners.  

Ministry of the 
Interior 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 

Name in original 

language: Σχέδιο 
Διάθεσης Οικοπέδων 
σε Οικογένειες στη 
βάση Εισοδηματικών 
Κριτηρίων 
 
English translation: 
Scheme for Allocating 

The scheme provides for 
the allocation of plots in 
mountainous, remote and 
disadvantaged areas to 
families with or without 
children based on income 
criteria, with an annual 
income not exceeding 
€45.000 for a couple or a 
single family, €50.000 for 

Ministry of the 
Interior 

https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/schedio-anakainizo-enoikiazo/
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Land Plots to Families 
Based on Income 
Criteria 

a three-person household, 
€55,000 for a four person 
household and  €65.000 
for families of five or more 
persons. Priority will be 
given to local people, 
displaced persons, 
repatriated Cypriots, 
resident of a neighbouring 
community and Union 
citizens, in this order. 
Beneficiaries are expected 
to build a house within 
that plot within two years 
and the construction 
period must not exceed 
four years. The beneficiary 
is required to pay 25% of 
the value of the plot. This 
scheme was the subject of 
an investigation by the 
Auditory General, who 
found that there was 
mismanagement, 
favourable treatment of 
some applicants and 
grants given to 
applications who did not 
meet the criteria.31 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 

Name in original 
language: Σχέδιο 
Στεγαστικής Επιδότησης 
Νεαρών Ζευγαριών 
ή/και Νέων μέχρι 41 
ετών 
 
English translation: 
Housing Subsidy 
Scheme for Young 
Couples and/or Young 
People up to 41 Years of 
Age.32  

The scheme provides for 
financial grants to young 
couples with or without 
children and to single 
persons aged until 41, for 
the acquisition of first 
residence of up to 150m2 
in specific designated 
areas. The target number 
of the scheme is 400 
applications or until the 
budget is exhausted.  The 
amount of the grant is 

Ministry of the 
Interior 

 
31 Cyprus, Audit Service of the Republic (2025), ‘Scheme for the allocation of plots of land to 

low-income families’ (Σχέδιο διάθεσης οικοπέδων σε οικογένειες με χαμηλά εισοδήματα) 

Special report no. ED/01/2025, 12 February 2025.  

32 For more details, see the relevant webpage of the Ministry of the Interior here: Σχέδιο 

Στεγαστικής Επιδότησης Νεαρών Ζευγαριών ή/και Νέων μέχρι 41 ετών - Gov.cy 

https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/schedio-diathesis-oikopedon-se-oikogeneies-me-vasi-eisodimatikon-kritirion/
https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/schedio-diathesis-oikopedon-se-oikogeneies-me-vasi-eisodimatikon-kritirion/
https://www.gov.cy/moi/documents/nea-eniaia-stegastiki-politiki/schedio-diathesis-oikopedon-se-oikogeneies-me-vasi-eisodimatikon-kritirion/
https://www.gov.cy/media/sites/12/2025/08/20250211-EE-%CE%A3%CF%87%CE%AD%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%BF-%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%AC%CE%B8%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%B7%CF%82-%CE%BF%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%80%CE%AD%CE%B4%CF%89%CE%BD-%CF%83%CE%B5-%CE%BF%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%BF%CE%B3%CE%AD%CE%BD%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%B5%CF%82-%CE%BC%CE%B5-%CF%87%CE%B1%CE%BC%CE%B7%CE%BB%CE%AC-%CE%B5%CE%B9%CF%83%CE%BF%CE%B4%CE%AE%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1.pdf
https://www.gov.cy/service/schedio-stegastikis-epidotisis-nearon-zevgarion-i-kai-neon-mechri-41-eton/#:~:text=%CE%A4%CE%BF%20%CE%A3%CF%87%CE%AD%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%BF%20%CE%B1%CF%86%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%AC%20%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD%20%CF%80%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%87%CF%8E%CF%81%CE%B7%CF%83%CE%B7%20%CE%BF%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%82%20%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%AF%CF%83%CF%87%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7%CF%82,%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B8%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%B6%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%B5%CF%82%20%CE%B1%CF%80%CF%8C%20%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD%20%CE%A0%CF%81%CE%BF%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%81%CF%85%CE%BE%CE%B7%20%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%85%20%CE%A3%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%B4%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85%20%CF%80%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%87%CE%AD%CF%82
https://www.gov.cy/service/schedio-stegastikis-epidotisis-nearon-zevgarion-i-kai-neon-mechri-41-eton/#:~:text=%CE%A4%CE%BF%20%CE%A3%CF%87%CE%AD%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%BF%20%CE%B1%CF%86%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%AC%20%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD%20%CF%80%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%87%CF%8E%CF%81%CE%B7%CF%83%CE%B7%20%CE%BF%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%BF%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%82%20%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%AF%CF%83%CF%87%CF%85%CF%83%CE%B7%CF%82,%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B8%CE%BF%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%B6%CF%8C%CE%BC%CE%B5%CE%BD%CE%B5%CF%82%20%CE%B1%CF%80%CF%8C%20%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD%20%CE%A0%CF%81%CE%BF%CE%BA%CE%AE%CF%81%CF%85%CE%BE%CE%B7%20%CF%84%CE%BF%CF%85%20%CE%A3%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%B4%CE%AF%CE%BF%CF%85%20%CF%80%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%87%CE%AD%CF%82
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between €20,000 έως 
€50,000 depending on 
income and family criteria. 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 
 

Name in original 
language: Σχέδιο 
ανέγερσης μονάδων 
συλλογικής διαμονής 
 

English translation: Plan 
for the construction of 
collective 
accommodation units 

The scheme provides for 
the construction of 
specialized residential 
units, tailored to the 
short-term and medium-
term accommodation 
needs and circumstances 
of third country and/or 
seasonal workers, with 
reduced floor area for all 
types of units, reduced 
parking spaces and 
reduced common areas. 
For example, a three-
bedroom apartment of 
approximately 80 square 
meters will accommodate 
six persons, whereas in 
collective housing, within 
the same floor area, up to 
12 persons may be 
accommodated and one 
parking space per 24 
persons, since the workers 
are expected to be served 
by public transport. The 
scheme aims at creating 
housing solutions for this 
category of workers so as 
to free housing units 
reserved for them which 
exacerbates the housing 
problem in areas under 
pressure and at the same 
time address the problem 
of third country workers 
residing in units which are 
unsuitable in terms of 
hygiene and safety.  

Ministry of the 
Interior 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 

Name in original 
language: Στεγαστικά 
Σχέδια 
English translation: 
Housing Schemes 

This scheme applies only 
to persons displaced as a 
result of the 1974 was and 
their descendants and to 
persons who have the 
status of ‘sufferers’ as a 
result of having suffered 
an injury during the 1974. 

Ministry of the 
Interior/ Service for 
the Care and 
Rehabilitation of 
Displaced Persons 

https://www.gov.cy/speeches/omilia-tou-ypourgou-esoterikon-k-konstantinou-ioannou-stin-parousiasi-me-thema-olokliromeni-stegastiki-politiki-i-mechri-stigmis-apodosi-ton-metron-kai-ta-epomena-vimata/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.cy/speeches/omilia-tou-ypourgou-esoterikon-k-konstantinou-ioannou-stin-parousiasi-me-thema-olokliromeni-stegastiki-politiki-i-mechri-stigmis-apodosi-ton-metron-kai-ta-epomena-vimata/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.cy/speeches/omilia-tou-ypourgou-esoterikon-k-konstantinou-ioannou-stin-parousiasi-me-thema-olokliromeni-stegastiki-politiki-i-mechri-stigmis-apodosi-ton-metron-kai-ta-epomena-vimata/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.cy/speeches/omilia-tou-ypourgou-esoterikon-k-konstantinou-ioannou-stin-parousiasi-me-thema-olokliromeni-stegastiki-politiki-i-mechri-stigmis-apodosi-ton-metron-kai-ta-epomena-vimata/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gov.cy/moi/about/ypiresia-merimnis-apokatastaseos-ektopisthenton/stegastika-schedia/
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It covers a subsidy for 
purchasing or repairing a 
house or an apartment. 
Eligibility conditions 
include permanent 
residence in Cyprus except 
for seamen and other 
persons working abroad 
on the basis of an 
employment contract, 
public officers posted 
abroad and students up to 
25 years old for women 
and 26 for men. The 
conditions of the scheme 
are reviewed periodically 
but they provide for 
income criteria which vary 
according to the number 
of persons in the 
household and provide for 
a grant €10,000 and 
€12,500 for single persons 
and families respectively. 

a) Legislative 
act / Policy 
measure 
 

Name in original 
language: N/A 
 
Official announcement 
before the scheme is 
compiled and published. 
 
English translation: N/A 

On 9 December 2025 the 
President of the Republic 
announced a new plan to 
construct around 500 
housing units in all cities 
with a total expenditure of 
€70 million, to be built on 
state-owned land valued 
at approximately €7 
million, to be offered at 
affordable rent to families 
or single individuals based 
on specific criteria, with a 
focus on the younger 
persons. 
 
According to the plan for 
the construction of the 
500 housing units, the 
state-owned plots will be 
allocated through a 
competitive bidding 
process to the private 
sector for construction 
using the Design and Build 
method, while ownership 

Ministry of the 
Interior/ Cyprus Land 
Development 
Organisation 

https://inbusinessnews.reporter.com.cy/article/448137/ptd-500-oikistikes-monades-se-kratiki-g-axias-70-ekat-tha-parachorithoyn-me-prosito-enoikio
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of the land will remain 
with the state.  

b) 
Developments 
of safeguards 
to limit or 
prevent 
evictions 

Name in original 
language: 
Σχέδιο Ενοίκιο Έναντι 
Δόσης 
 
English translation: 
Rent Versus Instalment 
Plan 

The scheme was compiled 
by the Ministry of Finance 
and approved by the 
Council of Ministers in 
2023 in order to manage 
non-performing housing 
loans and prevent 
foreclosures of primary 
residences whose market 
value does not exceed 
€250,000. Under the 
scheme, debtors transfer 
ownership of their house 
to the state-owned asset 
company KEDIPES which 
settles the loan and rents 
the house back to them at 
an affordable rent. In this 
manner, the debtors can 
continue staying in their 
house as tenants for up to 
14 years; the house is no 
longer at risk of 
foreclosure; and they or 
their first degree relatives 
have the opportunity to 
buy their house back after 
five years at a favourable 
below market price. The 
scheme is available to the 
following categories of 
debtors: 
- Welfare receivers, 
i.e. receivers of the 
minimum guaranteed 
income, single parents, 
large families, low-income 
pensioners, disability 
pensioners and persons 
with disabilities who had 
non-performing loans on 
December 31, 2021, and 
which remained non-
performing on December 
31, 2022, secured by a 
mortgage on their primary 
residence with a market 
value of up to €250,000; 

Cyprus Asset 
Management 
Company KEDIPES 

https://kedipes.com.cy/en/%cf%83%cf%87%ce%ad%ce%b4%ce%b9%ce%bf-%ce%b5%ce%bd%ce%bf%ce%af%ce%ba%ce%b9%ce%bf-%ce%ad%ce%bd%ce%b1%ce%bd%cf%84%ce%b9-%ce%b4%cf%8c%cf%83%ce%b7%cf%82-mtr/
https://kedipes.com.cy/en/%cf%83%cf%87%ce%ad%ce%b4%ce%b9%ce%bf-%ce%b5%ce%bd%ce%bf%ce%af%ce%ba%ce%b9%ce%bf-%ce%ad%ce%bd%ce%b1%ce%bd%cf%84%ce%b9-%ce%b4%cf%8c%cf%83%ce%b7%cf%82-mtr/
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- All applicants of 
the previous schemes 
"Estia" and "Oikia" 
schemes who were 
assessed as eligible but 
not viable, with a primary 
residence market value of 
up to €350,000; 
- All applicants to 
the "Estia" and "Oikia" 
schemes who were 
approved for inclusion in 
these schemes and whose 
inclusion was 
subsequently terminated. 
 
The scheme was 
announced in 2023 and 
continues to be in force in 
2025. The scheme’s 
management results are 
available here. 

c) Protection 
of vulnerable 
groups and 
intervention 
mechanism 

N/A   

 

 

 

https://kedipes.com.cy/%CE%B1%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B5%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1-%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%B1%CF%87%CE%B5%CE%B9%CF%81%CE%B9%CF%83%CE%B7%CF%82/
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3. Number of execution orders 
and actual evictions for private 
households 

Please provide data or estimates for 2025 or published in 2025, and as available for different categories 

(tenants/owners and as outlined in 2b and 2c) and any trends. Please indicate data limitations and justification for 

the choice of source(s) or lack of data  

There is no record or estimate of eviction orders issued or executed. Government policy 

is focused on providing incentives for the creation of affordable housing, such as urban 

planning and tax incentives, increasing the building coefficient under certain conditions, 

subsidies on mortgage interest rates and special support programs for home ownership 

in mountainous, remote, disadvantaged and rural areas. There is no plan on mapping 

the landscape as regards evictions.33  

Following the death of a homeless woman in Paphos, the Deputy Ministry for Social 

Welfare told the Cyprus News Agency that homelessness affects between 200 and 250 

persons each year: in 2024 the number of persons facing housing problems was 225, in 

2023 it was 350 persons and in 2022 it was 206. The persons affected are mostly Cypriot 

and Union nationals and occasionally third country nationals, usually single persons but 

sometimes families. The figures reported do not include asylum seekers.  Media referred 

to instances of persons occupying abandoned houses who start a fire to keep warm and 

die from burns, adding that the homeless in Cyprus are invisible until they are found 

dead. 

 
33 FRANET consultation with Directorate on Housing Policy of the Ministry of Interior, 20 

October 2025. 
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Annex – Promising practice 

Promising practice  

Title (original language)  Σχεδία 

Title (EN)  Schedia 

Organisation (original 
language) 

Δήμος Λεμεσού 

Organisation (EN)  Municipality of Limassol  

Government / Civil 
society  

Local government 

Funding body State funds and private sector contributions 

Reference (incl. URL, 
where available)  

https://www.limassol.org.cy/en/sxedia 

Indicate the start date of 
the promising practice 
and the finishing date if it 
has ceased to exist 

15 July 2019- open ended 

Type of initiative  Provision of services to homeless persons  

Main target group Homeless persons 

Indicate level of 
implementation: 
Local/Regional/National  

Local 

Brief description (max. 
1000 chars)  

 

Highlight any element of 
the actions that is 
transferable (max. 500 
chars)  

 

Give reasons why you 
consider the practice as 
sustainable (as opposed 
to ‘one off activities’) 

 

Give reasons why you 
consider the practice as 
having concrete 
measurable impact  

 

Give reasons why you 
consider the practice as 
transferable to other 
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settings and/or Member 
States?  

Explain, if applicable, how 
the practice involves 
beneficiaries and 
stakeholders in the 
design, planning, 
evaluation, review 
assessment and 
implementation of the 
practice 

 

 


