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Part I: National standards

Explanatory text:

The great majority of criminal detention conditions described in the submitted report are applicable to
all detention regimes in place regarding Greek penitentiary system since the core element of the Greek
prison system is the equal treatment of all prisoners; the below mentioned standards apply both to pre-
trial detention and regular imprisonment/ post-trial detention. According to article 1 of the Greek
Penitentiary Code?! prisoners (regular imprisonment)are those persons who are serving sentences of

imprisonment, as well as pre-trial detainees; namely, according to Greek legislation, sentences
against freedom as well as temporary (pre-trial) detention are being exclusively carried out in prison
facilities. In a few cases/aspects where legal standards offer a particular regime for pre- trial
detainees, this is being mentioned in an additional section under the relevant question/bullet
points.

1. Cells

a. Cell space

Cell space (minimum capacity) is provided in article 21 of the Greek Penitentiary Code? and it applies

to pre-trial and post-trial detention in prison facilities: a) 35 cubic meters for private cells (single cell
accommodation), b) 40 cubic meters in case of placement of a second inmate in a private cell (double
cell accommodation), c) 40 cubic meters for female inmates detained with their infants (up to three
years old), who are always held in private cells, d)6 square meters per inmate in wards/ multi
occupancy cells. The calculation requirements spelled out by the CJIEU in its Dorobantu ruling (as cited
in paragraphs 72-77 of the judgment of the Court of Justice), are observed. Additionally, the
requirements spelled out in para. 34 of the Commission recommendation of 8.12.2022 on procedural
rights of suspects and accused persons subject to pre-trial detention and on material detention
conditions are also observed. Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the
detention regimes in prison facilities.

b. Access to natural light and fresh air, cell equipment, furniture, and facilities

As regards access to natural light and fresh air in cells, as well cell equipment, furniture and/or
facilities: according to article 21 of the Greek Penitentiary Code?, the construction and layout of

detention establishments ensures to satisfactory degree sunlight and ventilation with the use of
windows, heating, comfortable circulation within the areas, suitable for the climate of their
location. As regards furniture, as referred to in article 21 of the Greek Penitentiary Code*, private cells

have a bed, table, chair and closet, while wards should be equipped with the corresponding beds,

1 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (SwepovioTiké¢ Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

2 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swegpoviotikd¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

3 Greece, article 21 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotiko¢ Kwikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue
A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

4 Greece, article 21 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue
A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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closets, as well as with the relevant table(s) capacity and an equal number of chairs. Furthermore,
private cells and wards have their own heating and sanitation (washbasin, toilet) facilities®. Every
sanitation installation of the wards must not serve more than three inmates. The existence of a
bath in the cells and wards is not necessary, if there is an adequate number of common use
bathroom installations with hot and cold water for the personal hygiene and cleanliness of each
inmate. Prisoners, as provided in article 15 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General
Detention Facilities®are also provided with a mattress, two pillow cases, two blankets, four sheets, two

face towels, two bath towels and they have the right to use their own sheets, blankets and towels of
different colour from the ones granted by the facility (without any selvage). Furthermore, according to
article 15 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities’, prisoners have

daily access to the showers, at hours determined by daily order of the detention facility’s director,
following the warden’s recommendation. Hot water is available, both in the showers and in the laundry
facilities. Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in
prison facilities.

c. Video-surveillance of cells

There is no specific mention in any legal instrument or public guidelines of national standards for video-
surveillance of cells in prison facilities. There is no explicit prohibition, but there is an explicit provision
when and where visual inspection of cells is allowed, under article 10 of the Internal Regulation for the
Operation of General Detention Facilities®. In exceptional cases, when there is urgent need for special

treatment of a detainee due to disputes with co-detainees, self-destructive tendencies or health
problems, the detainee may reside in a special protection area, if the infrastructure and the staffing of
the prison permit it. This area is systematically monitored even with the use of electronic means,
provided that the detainees who are under protection are already informed. The placement is executed
with the consent or after approval of the prison’s public prosecutor (supervisor) or the prison doctor
and in exceptional cases; this placement is carried out by the chief warden or the head of the shift.
Furthermore, according to article 3 of the Security Regulation for Detention Facilities®, all the common

areas of the Detention Facilities are being monitored, controlled and recorded by an electronic system,
which is being operated by the control room, and a relevant registration file is being kept for a sufficient
period of time, which is being handed out to the competent authorities for the verification of any
criminal offenses. Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention
regimes in prison facilities.

5 Greece, article 21 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikoc Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue
A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

6 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General Detention
Facilities (Eowtepikdg Kavovioudcg Asttoupyiac Mevikwv Kataotnuatwy Kpatnong tumou A' kot B'), available in
Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

7 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General Detention
Facilities (Eowtepikog Kavoviouog Asttoupyiac Mevikwv Kataotnuatwy Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'), available in
Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

8 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General Detention
Facilities (Eowtepikoc Kavoviouog Asttoupyiac levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnongtumou A' kat B'), available in
Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

9 Greece, Ministerial Decision 104356/2014 Internal Regulation for the Security of Detention Facilities (Kavovioudc
AcdAelac twv Kataotnudatwv Kpdatnong), available in Greek (0.G.G Issue B 3581/31.12.2014).
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d. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021 (Etrjota Etdikny ExGeon 2020-2021), available in English
Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021%°;

YAkEG ouvOnkeg: HCPT ocuviota oTi¢ EAAnVIKEG apxEG va AdBouv EMELYOVTWE UETPA YLA VA UELWTOUV T
entineda mAnpoTNTAC OTO KATAOTNUNX KPATNONC KEPKUPOG OE Eva ATOUO avd keAL. Mepattépw, Bo mpEmnetl
va vAomotndei e kaGe MTépuya Eva mpoypauua avakaiviong, UETaél dAAwv 0oov apopd T Asitoupylio
TwV TEPUAVTIKWY CWUATWY, TN OTEPEWON TWV USPAUAIKWY EYKOTOOTAOEWVY KOl TNV MTPOOTACIO TWV
TOlYWV oo T CUCCWPEUON UYpAoiAG, ...... H CPT kaAel Ti¢ EAANVIKEC QpXEC VO UELWOOUV Ta ETtimeda
TTANPOTNTOG OTOUC KOITWVEG TOOO OTO KATOOTHUATH KPATNONG THE Xiou 0oo kat tn¢ Kw, wote va
StaopaAiotel 0Tt kade kpatoUuevog SLladeTel TouAdytotov 4 m2 xwpou¢ StaBiwaong, éalpoulévou Tou
aroywpntnpiou. Oa MPEMEL v ATTOUXKPUVEOUV OL [N KATEANUUEVEG KOUKETEC OE OPLOUEVOUG ATTO TOUG
KOITWVEG. ..... H CPT kaAei kot mmaAt ti¢ EAAnvikég apyec va AaBouv emeiyovra UETPA YLo TH CHURVTIKN
Uelwan tou akpaiov urtepmAnduouoU oto kataotnua kpatnong Avépwv KopubdaAdov. Oa mpémnet va
KOTOPTLOTEL Eva oTAdLAKO MPOYPAUUA YL TN UEIWON TwV EMMESWY MANPOTNTAC OO TH ONUEPLVA
EMIMESA TWV TPLWV 1] TTIEPLOCOTEPWV KPATOULEVWY ava KeEAL 9,5m2 ce Oyt meploootepou¢ amo SUo ava
KeAl kat yia ™0 pelwon Twv EMMESWYV MANPOTNTAC OTOUG KOITWVEG WOTE Vo SLaoPAALOTEL OTL KAOe
KpATOULEVOG EXEL TOUAd)LoTOV 4m2 ywpou StaBiwanc, eéatpouugvou Tou xwpou UYLeVAC. MNMepaltépw,
elvat onuavtiko ot EAAnVIKEC apyec va Staopadioouv OTL 0 OAOUG TOUG KPATOUUEVOUG TTAPEXOVTAL
eAaytotec Baoikeéc ouvinkec diaBiwang, wote va MAnpeital To oplo allompENEeLaG, Onwe opiletal otnv
30n levikn ExGeon tng CPT tou Maiou 2021.....HCPT ertavaAauBavel tn ouotact Te va Unv umapyouv
keAwa ouvndoug Staoviic oto kataotnua kpatnong Niyplitac mou va @pitAoéevolv meploootepa amo tpia
artoua, wote va Slaopadiletal OtL KOs KpATOUUEVOC Exel TouAdyiotov 4m2 [wTikoU Xwpou,
£EQPOULIEVOU TOU XWPOU UYLELVIG, KAl OTL OAOL Ol KPATOUUEVOL TPETIEL VO EXOUV TO SLKO TOUG KpeBATL
yla va kowouvral.

Material conditions: The CPT recommends that, at Corfu Prison, the Greek authorities take urgent steps
to reduce the occupancy levels to no more than one person per cell. Further, a programme of
refurbishments, including as regards the operation of the radiators, fixing the plumbing and protecting
the walls from condensation, should be carried out in each wing]....]The CPT calls upon the Greek
authorities to reduce the occupancy levels in the dormitories at both Chios and Kos Prisons to ensure that
each prisoner is provided with at least 4m? of living space, excluding the sanitary annexe. The unoccupied
bunk beds in certain of the dormitories should be removed. The CPT once again calls upon the Greek
authorities to take urgent steps to significantly reduce the extreme overcrowding at Korydallos Men’s
Prison. A phased programme should be devised to reduce the occupancy levels from the current three or
more prisoners per 9.5m? cell to no more than two per cell and to reduce the occupancy levels in the
dormitories to ensure that each prisoner is provided with at least 4m? of living space, excluding the
sanitary annexe. Further, it is essential that the Greek authorities ensure that all prisoners are provided

10 The visits took place from November 22th to 1%t of December in 2021. Therefore, this is within the reference
period.
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with a minimum standard of basic living conditions in order to meet the decency threshold as set out in
the CPT’s 30th General Report of May 2021. To this end, steps should also be taken to maintain the cells
and dormitories in a decent state of repair and to ensure that they are regularly disinfected and that
prisoners are provided with sufficient cleaning materials to keep themselves and their cells clean......The
CPT reiterates its recommendation that no ordinary accommodation cell in Nigrita Prison accommodate
more than three persons so as to ensure that each prisoner is provided with at least 4m? of living space,
excluding the sanitary annexe, and that all prisoners must have their own bed to sleep on.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022, No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects.

All our inspections over the years have shown that overcrowding poses severe problems to space
management in correctional facilities, as the standards for the number of prisoners allowed per cell are
not met. The prison administrations occasionally attempt to increase the available space by altering the
use of other spaces inside the prison, but, in most cases, without significant results. According to our
findings in NPM special report 2015 “The problems identified again are, among other things, the

overcrowding of the prisoners, shortages in infrastructures and the age of the facilities, problems with
the heating of the facilities and the supply of hot water, worn and dirty mattresses with parasitic insects
(bedbugs), the lack of any educational or creative activity programme whatsoever, the lack of a rehab
programme, shortages in specialised staff, such as medical/nursing personnel, and the deficient or even
non-existent in some cases staff in of the Social Service of the Facilities. Even though the situation, in
relation to the overcrowding of the prisons, appears to be improved compared to previous years,
however, in specific facilities it is still particularly problematic. A typical example is the Nafplio Detention
Facility, where 212 people are forced to sleep on the floor on mattresses, which during the day are placed
in an elevated area, in order not to obstruct circulation. The same situation is found in the Kos Detention
Facility, where prisoners, in addition to the floor and under the beds, are also sleeping on the roof of the
bathrooms inside the cells, something which the Ombudsman has never encountered in the Greek
prisons, and which is revealing, in the most dramatic manner, of the problem with the living conditions
of the people who are deprived of their liberty. [...] Also, in the Komotini Detention Facility, the
disciplinary cells which lack natural lighting and ventilation, are used out of necessity as the place of
regular and usual stay of the prisoners (in fact according to their wish), due to the overcrowding of the
prisoners in the other cells. The Chania (Crete) Detention Facility is new, with much better conditions and
infrastructure for a large number of prisoners, there are problems however with staffing, and some wings
remain closed to this date. Special concern finally, is caused by the lack of any provision for spaces for
sports and related sporting equipment, work positions/spaces (e.g. workshops for iron - wood, etc.) and
other areas where the prisoners can be employed and be entertained.”

See also our relevant observations in the NPM special report 2018, according to which “The actual

consequences of overcrowding are particularly visible in small prisons with no supplementary spaces

1 The visits took place from November 8" to November 11t in 2022. Therefore, this is within the reference period.
12 Greece, Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopo¢ tou [loAitn), ‘Special Report 2015’, available in English
https://old.synigoros.gr/resources/docs/npm 2015 en.pdf.

13 Greece, Greek Ombudsman (Suviyopoc tou loAitn), ‘Annual Special Report 2018’ (Etriota Etbikr Exk9son 2018),
available in__ English https://old.synigoros.gr/resources/annual-special-report-2018-national-preventive-
mechanism-against-torture-and-ill-treatment.pdf.
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available for use, as in the cases of the Chalkis and Tripolis detention facilities, where stifling living

conditions on the blocks exclude all forms of privacy and deviate from the minimum space per prisoner

according to European specifications?.”

2. Allocation of detainees

a. Geographical allocation

The public prosecutor when ordering pre- trial detention or regular imprisonment decides on the
allocation of each detainee. Among other factors, the public prosecutor is taking into account the place
of residence of the detainee®.

b. Allocation within detention facilities

As provided in article 11 of the Penitentiary Code®®, prisoners are divided into categories in order to

specialize their treatment according to the needs imposed by their actual or legal situation. Prisoners of
each category live in special prison facilities or independent sections of prison facilities'’. Detainees
awaiting trial (pre- trial detainees) or convicted persons serving a prison sentencewhich does not exceed
5 years of imprisonment (short term sentences)?®, reside in Type A detention facilities or in separate

sections of detention facilities, without communication with prisoners of other categories. On the other
hand, prisoners who are serving long term prison sentences (incarceration)®, which includes those with
a life sentence, reside in type B detention facilities or in separate sections of detention facilities, without
communication with prisoners of other categories. There is no corresponding penitentiary regulation as
regards the separation of first- time offenders from recidivists.

In practice, the allocation of detainees, which depends on the judgment administration of each prison’s
director, within the detention facilityis taking into account various factors, including their requests to

14 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8™ 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (0.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

15 As verified by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an
interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.

16 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

17 According to article 19 of Greek Penitentiary Code, prison facilities in Greece are divided into general, special
and therapeutic. General prison facilities are further divided as “type A” (for inmates awaiting trial and those
serving short term sentences) and “type B” (for inmates serving long term prison sentences, which include those
with a life sentence).

18 According to Greek Penal Code [Greece, Law 4619/2019 Penal Code (Mowikd¢ Kbikac), available in Greek
(0.G.G. Issue A 95/11.06.2019)], imprisonment does not exceed five years, nor is it less than ten days.

1% According to Greek Penal Code[Greece, Law 4619/2019 Penal Code (IMowikdc Kwéikac), available in Greek
(O.G.G. Issue A 95/11.06.2019)], incarceration is temporary and exceptionally, as long as the law explicitly
provides for it, for life. The duration of temporary incarceration does not exceed twenty (20) years nor is it less
than five (5) years.
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reside in specific cells or wards in order to live together with their fellow nationals or for reasons of
protection of their personal safety. Relationships between different ethno-cultural groups of prisoners
are also taken into account in order to minimise the risk of violent group confrontations or conflicts®.

c. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etriota Etéikry ExGeon 2020-2021), available in English
Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021. Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece
carried out by the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11 November 2022.

The allocation of detainees does not seem to take into account their need to be close to their families.
The Greek Ombudsman has received many complaints by detainees whose request for transfer was
rejected without solid justification by the Central Transfers Committee (KEM)?.

3. Hygiene and sanitary conditions (note — section 11 contains specific questions
concerning female detainees)

a. Access to toilets

According to Greek Penitentiary Code, private cells and wards have their own sanitation facilities
(washbasin and toilet)?. Furthermore, every sanitation installation of the wards must not serve

more than three inmates. The kind or the extent of privacy offered to detainees who use the above-
mentioned facilities is not regulated by any kind of legislation or act, but the majority of prisons in
Greece offer private cells and wards with their own sanitation facilities®.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

20 As verified by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an
interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.

21 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 4 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

22 Greece, article 21 of Law 2776/1999 (Zweppoviotikéc Kwbikac), available in (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in (O.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

23 As verified by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an
interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.
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b. Access to showers and warm and running water

As referred in Penitentiary Code, the existence of a bath/shower in the cells and wards is not
necessary, if there is an adequate number of common use bathroom installations with hot and cold
water for the personal hygiene of each inmate?*. According to article 15 of the Internal Regulation for
the Operation of General Detention Facilities®, prisoners have daily access to the showers/ bathing

facilities, at hours determined by daily order of the detention facility’s director, following the warden’s
recommendation. Hot water is available, both in the showers and in the laundry facilities. The extent of
privacy offered to detainees who use the above-mentioned facilities is not regulated by any kind of
legislation or act, but the majority of prisons in Greece offer private cells and wards with their own
shower/bathing facilities?.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

c. Access to sanitary products

According to article 15 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities, new
prisoners are provided with essential personal hygiene products, such as soap, shaving cream, cotton,
disposable razors, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and shampoo. Soap and toilet paper are provided to all
prisoners, and prisoners who lack the necessary means may receive essential toiletries and cleaning
materials for free. Furthermore, new entrants that are indigent are supplied by the prison facility with
sanitary paper and personal hygiene items (toothpaste, toothbrush, washing powder, soap, etc.). The
other detainees may procure personal hygiene items by ordering them from a contracted super market
and the cost is debited to their account kept with the accounts department?’.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

d. Hygienic conditions in cells

As referred to in the Penitentiary Code,the administration of each prison is responsible for the
hygienic conditions of the facility, maintains in good operating order all the premises and provides
the means for personal hygiene and cleanliness of the prisoners. The detainees are obliged to
comply with the rules of personal hygiene and cleanliness of the common use areas, as these are
being determined by the internal regulation and according to the instructions of the competent

24 Greece, article 23 of Law 2776/1999 (Swepoviotikos Kwédikag), available in (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in (O.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022)

%5 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in (O0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

%6 As verified by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an
interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.

27 Greece, article 15 of Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type
General Detention Facilities (Eowtepikoc Kavoviouog Asttoupyiag levikwv Kataotnuatwy Kpdtnong tumou A' kait
B'), available in (O.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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prison staff?®, The hygiene control of the detention facilities is conducted either by the sanitation
inspector of the Ministry of Citizen Protection or by the competent sanitation inspection of the
prefecture, in the region of which the establishment belongs, with the participation of one
representative of the local Medical Association. The control is carried out regularly, during the first
ten days of each trimester, by the competent judicial officer and exceptionally, if necessary, by the
aforementioned judicial officer or the Sanitation Inspector of the Ministry of Citizen Protection or
the Sanitation Inspection of the local Prefecture or the Direction of the detention establishment.

Those procedures are initiated by the judicial officer who is also present during the control?.

Additionally, according to article 15 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention

Facilities®, clothing and bedding are being washed in the laundry area of the prison facility by working
prisoners, under the supervision of the authorized prison employees. Detainees are required to comply
with the rules of personal hygiene and cleanliness and to maintain their clothing, bedding and living
areas clean. Furthermore, according to the same article, common areas are kept clean, on a daily basis,
by cleaning crews consisting of working prisoners, under the supervision of the authorized employees.
Prison services are responsible of placing daily appropriate pest and rodent control products in drains,
wells and other key points. General cleaning is taking place once a week while general disinfection, pest
and rodent extermination etc. are carried out regularly twice a year and exceptionally, when necessary,
by contracted workshops3!. Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the

detention regimes in prison facilities.
e. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etriota EiSikny ExOeon 2020-2021), available in
EnglishReport to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT)
from 22 November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

YAWKEG OUVONKEG: .... Oa pémet emionc va Anedouv UETPA yLa T SLATHPNON TWV KOLTWVWV O€ A&LOTPETH
Kataotaon kot yla va Eao@allotel 0Tl amoAvuaivovtal TaKTIKA Kol OTL oL kpatouuevol dtad€touv
enapkn UAka kaBaplouou yla va SLatnpouV ToUG EXUTOUC TOUC KOl T KEALX TOUG kKadapd... Oa MPETEL
va tedel o epapuoyr KUALOUEVO TIPOYPAUU CUVTHPNONG TWVY MTEPUYWYV, CUUTEPIAXUBAVOUEVNG TNG
TAKTIKNC QITOAULQVONG TWV YWPWV SLOUOVAC, KOl Ol KOXTOULEVOL TIPETMEL Vo Exouv atn Siadeor) Toug
KATAAANAEC TOOOTNTEG MPOIOVTWV UYLELVHC KAl KaSapLouoU.

28 Greece, Greece, article 25 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikd¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek
(0.G.G. Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (O.G.G. Issue A
203/27.10.2022).

2% Greece, article 26 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikéc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

30 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwyv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

31 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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Material conditions: .... Steps should also be taken to maintain the dormitories in a decent state of repair
and to ensure that they are reqularly disinfected and that prisoners are provided with sufficient cleaning
materials to keep themselves and their cells clean... A rolling programme of maintenance of the wings
should be put in place, including regular disinfection of accommodation areas, and prisoners must be
provided with appropriate quantities of hygiene and cleaning products.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022. We refer you to our remarks on question 1. It goes without saying that overcrowding
pushes the capacity of means and infrastructures to their limits*?.

4. Nutrition

a. Quality and quantity of food

Provision of sufficient quality and quantity of nutrition for prisoners is a state obligation, according to
article 32 of the Penitentiary Code3 and article 14 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of
General Detention Facilities**. For this purpose, each prison facility is being staffed with a sufficient

number of cooks. The formulation of alternating weekly programmes of the inmates' nutrition is
planned by the doctor of the prison in cooperation with the Prison Council.

As provided in article 32 of the Penitentiary Code®® and article 14 of the Internal Regulation for the

Operation of General Detention Facilities®®, the prison doctor drafts the nutrition programme on a

weekly basis and defines special or complementary diets to individual prisoners or to special groups of
prisoners according to their health condition (e.g. patients, pregnant women, mothers, infants, elderly
prisoners), certain needs and religious beliefs. Prisoners can also cook their own food on the director’s
license and in agreement with the doctor, if there is a need for special diet or additional nutrition for
health reasons.

32 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8" 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

33 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotiké¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

34 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

35 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swegpoviotikd¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

36 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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According to article 14 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities®,

food is prepared and delivered three times per day: breakfast at 7:30 and two warm meals, lunch at
12:00 and dinner half an hour before sunset.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

b. Drinking water

As mentioned under 4a., according to article 32 of the Penitentiary Code®® and article 14 of the Internal

Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities®®, provision of sufficient quality and

quantity of nutrition for prisoners is a state obligation. Furthermoreclean drinking water is available to
detainees at all times, since there are available taps in the areas (private cells and wards) where they
reside and sleep™.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

c. Dietary requirements

As provided in article 32 of the Penitentiary Code* and article 14 of the Internal Regulation for the

Operation of General Detention Facilities*?, the prison doctor drafts the nutrition programme on a

weekly basis and defines special or complementary diets to individual prisoners or to special groups of
prisoners according to their health condition (e.g. patients, pregnant women, mothers, infants, elderly
prisoners), certain needs and religious beliefs. Prisoners can also cook their own food on the director’s
license and in agreement with the doctor, if there is a need for special diet or additional nutrition for
health reasons.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

d. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etriota Etdikn ExSson 2020-2021), available in English

37 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

38 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikd¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

39 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asitoupyioag levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

40 As verified by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an
interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.

41 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikd¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

42 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

...... Kal oL kpatoUuevol Ya mpeneL va Exouv mpooBacon o€ kadapo mooiuo vepd dwpeav... H CPT cuviota
oti¢c EAAnVikEG apyec va Staopaldioouv OtL 0Aot ot kpatoUuevol Ja UITOPOUV Vo TPWVE TA YEUUATH TOUC
UE QELOTIPETELA UECW TNG TTAPOXNC UAXALPOTIPOUVWY KAl TILATWV Kot OTt Ga BeAtiwdouv ot kavoveg
UYLELVIC 000V apopd TtV mapdadocn Kol T SLavourn TwV YEUUATWY, t8(w¢ OTO KATAOTNUA KPATNONG
KopubaAdou. Oa nipérnel emtionc va kataBAndouv npoodeteg npoonadeles yia va Slaopaliotel ott Ba
npenel va Statidetal peyaAn molkiAio TPo@iUwyV OTIC OWOTEC aVAAOYIEG, WOTE va UTTOPOUV Ol
KpaToUuevoL va SLatnpouV ULa EMOPKWE BPETTTLKY, EMaPKWS JepULLkn Kol Looppomnuevn dlatpopr,
kaBwc kot mpocBaon o apdova vypd. 24 Ta atoud UE AVETOPKN eloodnuata da mpénet va AauBavouv
TIPOCUETN olkovouLkn BonUela 0To KATAOTNUN KPATNONG, WOTE Vo UITopouV va ayopalouvv Baoikd idn
1ou Sev mapEyovral SwPEAV Ao TIC OWPPOVIOTIKEC APXEC..... and detained persons should have access
to clean drinking water free of charge... The CPT recommends that the Greek authorities ensure that all
prisoners are able to eat their meals in dignity through being provided with cutlery and plates, and that
hygiene norms are improved regarding the delivery and distribution of meals, notably at Korydallos
Men’s Prison. Additional efforts should also be made to ensure that a wide variety of foods should be
made available in the right proportions to enable prisoners to maintain an adequately nutritious,
sufficiently calorific and well-balanced diet, as well as access to plenty of fluids. Those with insufficient
incomes should receive additional financial assistance in prison to enable them to purchase basic items
that are not provided free of charge by the prison authorities.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

The most important issue we have observed across all correctional facilities is the extremely small food
portions per detainee. However, the significant differences across facilities show that there is room for
better and more flexible resource management. It is noteworthy, that some correctional facilities do not
offer any fruit to detainees on the pretext that the latter may use it to produce self-improvised alcohol.
The needs of detainees who must follow a special diet because of their health issues, mainly diabetics,
are hardly met, as many correctional facilities do not provide a special diet. In many other facilities, the
doctor who is responsible just offers special dietary advice to detainees with health issues®.

4 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8" 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
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5. Time spent outside the cell and outdoors

According to article 8 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities*, the
timetable of each prison facility is the following:

07.30am: waking — Cells and chambers open — Counting prisoners.

07.45am: Breakfast

08.00am — 12.00am: sports, work, training, participating in programmes, free time.
12.00pm: Meal

12.15pm: Cells closing at noon — counting prisoners.

12.30pm — 15.00pm: resting

15.00pm: cells opening for the afternoon.

15.00pm until half an hour before sunset: Sports, work, training, participating in programmes, free
time.

Half an hour before sunset: Closing day — dinner — final counting

a. Time spent outdoors

According to the prison daily schedule, as provided under article 8 of the Internal Regulation for the
Operation of General Detention Facilities®®, detainees are allowed to spend a large part of the day

outdoors (within the boundaries of the prison), exercising, working, participating in miscellaneous
programmes and enjoying free time, from 08:00 a.m. (cells open at 07:30 a.m.) to 12:00 p.m. (afternoon
lockdown at 12:15 p.m.) and from 15:00 p.m. to 30 minutes before sunset.Following a decision by the
prison council, prisoners may deviate from the daily schedule for reasons relating to their participation
in educational or vocational programmes, inside or outside the boundaries of the detention facility.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

4 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwyv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
4 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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b. Time spent indoors

According to the prison daily schedule, as provided under article 8 of the Internal Regulation for the
Operation of General Detention Facilities*®, detaineesare allowed to spend time outside their cells and

within the indoor common areas, mainly during meals (approximately 15 minutes, 3 times a day). They

are also allowed to spend some free time confined within their wings until 20:30 p.m. during wintertime
and until 21.00 p.m. during summer season (evening lockdown). Special provisions are applicable and
prisoners are allowed to remain outside their cells and wards, but confined within their wings, on New
Year’s eve (until 00.30 am on the 1% of January), during established religious, national, and local holidays
(during “noon hours”: approx. between 15.00 pm and 17.30 pm), on days when temperatures exceed
36°Celsius (during noon hours, or, in exceptional circumstances, when state measures are required to
combat the heat, for an additional 1-2 hours following evening lockdown). Following a decision by the
prison council, prisoners may deviate from the daily schedule for reasons relating to their participation
in educational or vocational programmes, inside or outside the boundaries of the detention facility.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

c. Recreational facilities

Sports Facilities: According to article 36 of Penitentiary Code*, in order to maintain their physical

and mental health, detainees are given at least one hour per day to walk or exercise in the
establishment's courtyard or in an open space protected from weather conditions. For this purpose,
the law provides that adequate spaces should be created either indoors (gym) or outdoors (courts), and
should be properly equipped for individual or group exercises. Exercise and sports programmes are
organized and supervised by trainers, while the establishment's doctor performs the necessary
checks to ensure each prisoner has the physical ability to participate in these programmes. Through a
decision by the Minister of Citizen Protection, following a proposal by the Central Scientific Council
of Prisons, are determined the conditions and the procedure for the organization of common
manifestations of educational, entertainment, sports or of other similar character by the detainees
of the miscellaneous detention establishments or their sections or for the organization or annual
athletic manifestations with organizations outside the establishment. Furthermore, according to
article 17 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities®, prisoners may

also exercise, under appropriate supervision, in indoor sports facilities outside the boundaries of the
detention facility. The Department of Social Work of each detention facility, in cooperation with the
Office for Physical Education of the Prefecture, may organize group sports programmes for prisoners by
creating sports clubs, provided there are suitable spaces and the proper operation of the detention
facility is not obstructed.

46 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

47 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code(Zwegpoviotikd¢ Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

48 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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Recreational facilities: The entertainment of the detainees is taking place, under provision of article

38 of the Penitentiary Code®, in an appropriately organized outdoor or indoor area of the Prison.

Prisoners participate in individual or group artistic events, in theatrical groups, choirs, painting and
handcraft exhibitions and movie/film projections. Where possible, a cinema may operate within the
Prison. The active participation of the detainees in these programmes and in general the creative
use of their free time are taken into consideration when measures are taken or privileges are given
which are beneficial for the inmate according to the provisions of the Penitentiary Code.

Within each private cell or ward there is at least one television set all prisoners may have free access to,
according to article 19 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention

Facilities®®.There could also be pay- TV only if it is permitted by the Prison Council, at prisoners’ expense.
The use of personal computers and video games is prohibited, unless required for educational purposes.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

d. Educational activities

Educational facilities: According to article 35 of the Penitentiary Code® the educational programme

of the detainees aims to offer education or supplementary training of all levels, as well as vocational
training. For this purpose, Primary and Secondary Education units are established within each prison
facility, i.e. Elementary Schools, High Schools or Second Chance Schools, General or Vocational High
Schools, as well as post-secondary education structures, i.e. Public Vocational Training Institutes,
Vocational Training Schools, Public Centers for Lifelong Learning and Greek Language Learning
Sections. The Prison Council organizes, with the cooperation of competent bodies, professional
education and training programs, including internships or apprenticeships.

Second Chance Schools®? are operating in prisons for adult inmates who have graduated from primary

school, aspiring to complete the 9- year compulsory education (secondary education). Second Chance
School’s curriculum is based on the principles of adult education and contributes to raising the level of
education of detainees. Their aims are: 1 completion of compulsory education for people that have
reached the minimum age of 18 years, 2. connection of learners to the education and training systems,
3. acquisition of current knowledge, skills and attitudes that can help to their socio-economic inclusion
and advancement, 4. reinforcement of learners’ self-esteem and 5. contribution to their inclusion or
improvement of workplace status.

% Greece, Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code(Swepoviotikd¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

50 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

51 Greece, , Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotik6¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

52 In Greece, Second Chance Schools were established in 1997 by article 5 of Law 2525/1997 “Unified High School,
access of its graduates to higher education, evaluation of educational work and other provisions”, (0.G.G. Issue A
188/23.09.1997), available in Greek.
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Access to a physical library and/or to computers/the internet: According to article 37 of the
Penitentiary Code® and article 18 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention

Facilities®,all prisons should have a lending library which should be kept up to-date and connected with
local Public Libraries, with the co-operation of a librarian. Prison libraries are normally open on working
days for at least two hours, in the morning and in the afternoon. All prisoners have access to the library
on condition that they do not meet prisoners kept in other sections of the same prison. Prisoners have
the right to use computers/ the internet only in special areas for training purposes, following a decision
from the Prison Council®.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

e. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etriota Etdikn ExGeon 2020-2021), available in English
Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

H CPT kaldel tic EAAnVIKEC apyec va BeATIWOOUV ONUOVTIKA TO TIPOYPUUUATA OTOYEUUEVWV
SpaOTNPLOTHTWY TTOU TPOTPEPOVTAL OTOUC KPATOUUEVOUC (TOOO TOUG MTPOPUAXKIOUEVOUG 000 KOl TOUG
KOTAOLKOUOUEVOUG), OCUUMEPAOUBAVOUEVWY TWV EKTTAULOEUTIKWY, EMAYYEAUXTIKWY, aUANTIKWY Kot
YuUxaywyLKwVY EVKALPLWY, OE OAQ TA KATAOTHUATA KpATnonG. EmavalauBavel emionc tn ouotact tng va
eloayJei n ekmovnon oxediwv mOLVIC YLl TOUG KPATOUUEVOUC LE T ouuBoAn toug, Ja umopouoe va
e€etaotei T0 eVOEXOUEVO va EEKLVIOEL ATTO TOUC KATASIKAOUEVOUC O€ LOOBLa KaF<Lpén.

The CPT calls upon the Greek authorities to improve substantially the programmes of purposeful
activities on offer to inmates (both remand and sentenced), including educational, vocational, sports and
recreational opportunities, in all prisons. It also reiterates its recommendation that the elaboration of
sentence plans for prisoners with their input be introduced; consideration might be given to starting with
life-sentenced prisoners.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects.

53 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikdc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

54 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwyv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

55 Article 19 of the Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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This is another area in which we have observed significant differences across correctional facilities. This
is no surprise, considering that out-of-cell time depends on various factors, including available spaces
and staff to supervise out-of-cell activities. As the General Secretariat of Anti-Crime Policy has not issued
any relevant guidelines, the matter falls under the discretion of each facility administration.

6. Solitary confinement

a. Placement in solitary confinement

Solitary confinement in a cell is a disciplinary measure imposed on prisoners who have committed a
particularly serious disciplinary offence (Class A disciplinary offence). These are strictly enumerated in
article 68-69 of the Penitentiary Code and include: a) violent attempt to escape, b) violence or threat of
violence against the facility’s personnel, c) physical violence against a fellow inmate, d) sexual violence,
e) construction and possession of objects capable of being used as a weapon, f) use or possession of
drugs and alcohol, g) destruction of property of the establishment of a particular great value or of
special use, h) bribery of a staff member of the establishment and i) use or possession of a mobile
phone®®. No penalties are imposed for offences not previously prescribed by law.

Confinement is imposed by a reasoned decision of the Detention Facility’s Disciplinary Council, prison’s

public prosecutor (supervisor) presiding®’. Prisoners are notified in writing of the disciplinary offence

they are accused of committing and are called for a hearing before the Council 48 hours prior. If they do
not speak Greek an interpreter is present during the proceedings®. In extremely urgent cases, a fast

track procedure may be followed, whereby the decision for solitary confinement is taken by the facility’s
director, subject to approval within 24 hours by the detention facility’s Council. After this approval, the
disciplinary procedure continues as normal®®. Prisoners may appeal the decision on their confinement

before the competent courts within five days from the issuance of the Council’s decision. The appeal
does not automatically suspend the execution of the confinement penalty, but suspension may be

ordered by the Disciplinary Council®. The law proscribes the imposition of multiple penalties for the

56 Greece, article 68 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikéc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

57 Greece, Greece, article 70 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotiko¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek
(0.G.G. Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (O.G.G. Issue A
203/27.10.2022); Greece, Article 2 of Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A
and B type General Detention Facilities (Eowtepikog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiag Mevikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong
turou A' kat B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

58 Greece, article 70 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code(Sw@poviotikic Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue
A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (O.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022); Greece,
article 31 of Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

59 Greece, articles 65 and 71 of Law2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek
(0.G.G. Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (O.G.G. Issue A
203/27.10.2022).

0 Greece, article 71 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw¢poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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same offence, it does not, however, preclude disciplinary punishment, including confinement in
disciplinary cells, when criminal procedures have been initiated for the same offence®?.

When imposing the penalty of confinement in disciplinary cells the Council takes into account the
severity of the offence and the conditions under which it was perpetrated, the prisoner’s personality,
the time left until the end of their sentence, and any other element it deems important in each particular
case. The Council, the Competent Minister, and, in exceptional cases, the director of the facility, may
decide, ex officio or following a request submitted by the prisoner, the suspension, discontinuance, or
extinction, fully or partially, of the confinement penalty when there is a real risk for the life, or a risk of
serious and irreversible damage to the health of the prisoner, or when exceptional actions undertaken
by the prisoner convince them that his sense of restraint has been restored®2.

Solitary Confinement is implemented in regular cells as defined in article 21 of the Penitentiary Code,
for duration of one to ten days maximum (maximum five days for remand prisoners). The cells where
disciplinary confinement is executed are located in a separate part of the detention facility, so as not to
disrupt its daily function®. Collective punishment as well as confinement in dark cells, or punishment
which may constitute torture, or which can cause bodily harm, or damage the health of the prisoner or
which may constitute psychological violence are strictly prohibited. Measures contrary to the prisoners’
rights, as defined in articles 4-6 of the Penitentiary Code, and measures capable of violating human
dignity, or which may cause disruption of psychological or mental functions are also proscribed.

According to the Penitentiary Code, elderly prisoners, women, prisoners who are ill, and adolescents
may be placed in solitary confinement only in exceptional circumstances following a specifically

reasoned decision by the Disciplinary Council %

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

b. Monitoring of detainees

Daily visits from the detention facility’s doctor are mandated during the time of disciplinary confinement

(in- person monitoring)®. Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the

detention regimes in prison facilities.

61 Greece, article 66 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

52 Greece, article 70 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Jwpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022);
Greece, article 32 of Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type
General Detention Facilities (Eowtepikoc Kavoviouog Aettoupyiag levikwv Kataotnuatwy Kpdtnong tumou A' kat
B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

63 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikdéc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

4 Greece, article 69 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

55 Greece, article 69 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw¢poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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c. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etrjota Etéikri EkSeon 2020-2021), available in English

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects.

In most correctional facilities, solitary confinement cells are no longer used for disciplinary purposes but
as spaces for protective custody. This involves health emergencies, as was the case during the COVID-19
pandemic, or, more commonly, a request submitted by the detainee herself/himself for her/his own
protection. Conditions in solitary confinement cells are usually worse than those in typical cells, in terms
of out-of-cell time and hygiene but we have not observed any cases of inadequate supervision®.

7. Work and education of detainees to promote social reintegration

a. General measures to promote social reintegration

According to article 81 of the Penitentiary Code®, post release integration and adaptation of ex-

prisoners to their social, professional and family environment are tasks assigned to EPANODOS (which
means return), a non-profit private law legal entity, supervised by the Greek Ministry of Citizen
Protection. This after-care structure is located in Athens and is staffed by volunteers and affiliated
collaborators, who cooperate with prison social services and offer counselling, vocational training,
minimal financial support and short-term housing, to facilitate any efforts towards the social
reintegration of prisoners and former prisoners.lIt is the first, as well as the sole, official agency providing
ex-prisoners with “after-care” services to be established in Greece. According to its founding act®, it

% Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8" 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

57 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

58 Greece,Presidential Decree No. 300/2003 (Formation and Operation of a private law legal entity named
EPANODOS), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 256/05.11.2003).
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aims at “prisoners and ex-prisoners’ vocational support, as well as at the preparation and promotion of
their social reintegration in a broad sense”.

For the fulfilment of its goals, EPANODOS: 1) Organizes programmes, within correctional facilities, which
prepare prisoners for life “outside prison bars” and aim at their smooth reintegration into free society,
Carries out activities aimed at prisoners’ creative occupation and training, 2) Carries out educational
and cultural activities aimed at bringing images of free life into correctional facilities, 3) Cooperates with
the social service staff working in correctional facilities and provides prisoners with counselling services,
especially about legal matters and pending legal issues which they may encounter. Moreover, it provides
social support and aid for them and their families, 4) Informs prisoners and ex-prisoners about their
labour rights, allowances and financial reliefs to which they are entitled, about current subsidized
vocational training programmes and work experience programmes, as well as about the existing labour
supply and labour demand, always in cooperation with the Greek Manpower Employment Organization
and other competent agencies, 5) Provides ex-prisoners with housing and feeding for a short period of
time, meets their urgent needs and assists them in resolving specific problems which they may
encounter, 6) Informs and sensitizes employers as well as enterprises, and also encourages policies that
give priority to the employment of ex-prisoners, 7) Supports the establishment of social enterprises by
the ex-prisoners themselves, 8) Informs the community about, and sensitizes it to, the problems faced
by people involved in the criminal justice system and, more specifically, by juvenile offenders, 9)
Supports any initiative taken by private bodies and volunteer organizations which is intended to combat
the stigma and the social exclusion of ex-offenders, 10) Cooperates with the Greek Central Scientific
Prison Council, the Companies of Minors’ Protection, the Social Assistance Guardians and the Minors’
Guardians; it also participates in the “Orestis” network of the Central Scientific Council for Preventing
and Combating the Risk of Victimization and Criminality of Minors (K.E.S.A.TH.E.A.), and plays an active
role in the field of “after care” at national level as well as within the framework of the European Union
and other international organizations and 11) Submits annual reports to the Greek Ministry of Citizen
Protection and proposes measures and initiatives regarding the treatment of ex-offenders.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

b. Access to work

As provided in Penitentiary Code and in Internal Regulation for the Operation of Prison Facilities®, there

are several work opportunities for inmates of prisons. Prisoners are employed in auxiliary work or
services which meet the operational needs of the detention facility and other public buildings or spaces,
such as cleaning, cooking, laundry, cleaning or transporting food, and gardening services. Working or
employment for the detainee is not punishment or oppression but his/her choice. Additionally, there is
opportunity for different types of work in the rural/farm prisons and in the Central Warehouse of
Prisons’ Supplies (K.A.Y.F) at Korydallos Prison Complex. Inmates working in Greek prisons gain a

59 Greece, articles 40-45 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikéc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022);
Greece, article 20 of Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type
General Detention Facilities (Eowtepikoc Kavoviouo ¢Aettoupyiag levikwv Kataotnuatwy Kpdtnong tumou A' kat
B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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substantial reduction of their sentence length (beneficial calculation of penalty’s days)’® and receive a

nominal daily financial remuneration’. Some inmates who work in specific prison posts or who attend

training programmes are insured only against the risk of an accident’?. Accident insurance coverage

varies depending on how dangerous and how demanding the work is. Allocating prisoners to working
places, defining working hours and working terms are determined by the Prisoners’ Labour Board.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

According to article 35 of the Penitentiary Code’, educational programmes available to the

detainees aim to offer education or supplementary training of all levels, as well as vocational
training. To this effect within the establishment, wherever this is possible, an elementary school is
in operation which is subject to the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs and to the provisions
that are in force for public schools. The Prison Council organizes, together with other competent
agencies, programmes of vocational training, of apprenticeship or specialization. The titles of
studies awarded are equivalent to those of the corresponding schools of the same education level,
without any reference that they were acquired in a detention establishment. Special measures are
also taken for the education of foreign prisoners. Primary education is mandatory for young
detainees, while illiterate adults are encouraged to attend courses of primary education or
programmes of vocational education and training. Prisoners who have completed primary
education can continue their studies in secondary or higher education using special educational
leaves. During the period of their education the work assigned to prisoners is as much as possible
related to the subject of their studies.

According to article 20 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities’,

each detention facility organises educational and vocational training programmes for small groups of
prisoners, in cooperation with specialised training centres, under the supervision of the social work
department, the sociologist and the education consultant of the facility. All educational programmes
are conducted in an appropriate room, inside or outside the detention facilities and at least one guard
is available to escort and supervise the prisoners. The Prison Council ensures the establishment of
programmes, if necessary, such as: (a) programmes for illiterates; (b) second chance schools; (c)
vocational training; (d) learning of foreign languages.

70 Greece, article 46 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

71 Greece, article 43 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikc Kwbikec), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

72 Greece, article 47 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

73 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swegpoviotikd¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

74 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

25


https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://www.dsanet.gr/Epikairothta/Nomothesia/ya58819_2003.htm
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://0076.syzefxis.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/136_Nomos_2776_1999.pdf
https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-dikasteria-dikaiosune/n-4985-2022.html
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://0076.syzefxis.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/136_Nomos_2776_1999.pdf
https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-dikasteria-dikaiosune/n-4985-2022.html
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://0076.syzefxis.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/136_Nomos_2776_1999.pdf
https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-dikasteria-dikaiosune/n-4985-2022.html
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://0076.syzefxis.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/136_Nomos_2776_1999.pdf
https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-dikasteria-dikaiosune/n-4985-2022.html
http://www.dsanet.gr/Epikairothta/Nomothesia/ya58819_2003.htm

Finally, according to Ministerial Decision 2357/20197° educational, athletic, cultural, creative activities’

and vocational training programmes are being organised for all prisoners. The purpose of these
programmes is to improve the skills of detainees, making full use of detention time and prepare for
social reintegration. Those programmes are classified into five categories: a) educational programmes
for the acquisition of basic skills (learning Greek language and computer science) b) athletic activities,
which aim at maintaining the physical and mental health of prisoners and the development of team
spirit, c) cultural activities, especially art and culture groups (theater, painting, music, photography,
cinema, etc.), d) creative activities, such as construction workshops (ceramics, decorative objects,
carpentry, jewelry, etc.) and e) vocational training, which aim at acquiring technical and professional
skills and provide as many certified degrees as possible by the competent bodies.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

c. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etrjiotax Eibikny Exdeon 2020-2021), available in
EnglishReport to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT)
from 22 November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

H CPT kaldel tic EAAnvikEG apyec va BeATLwoOoOUV ONUAVTIKA TA TPOYPUUUATA OTOYEUUEVWV
6paoTNPLOTATWVY TTOU TIPOGPEPOVTAL OTOUC KPATOUUEVOUG (TOOO TOUC TIPOQPUAAKIOUEVOUC 000 KAl TOUG
KOTASLKOUOUEVOUG), CUUMEPIAOUBAVOUEVWY TWV EKTTAULOEUTIKWY, EMAYYEAUXTIKWY, aUANTIKWY Kot
YuxaywyLkwy EVKALPLWY, OE OAd TA KATAOTHATA KPATNONG.....

The CPT calls upon the Greek authorities to improve substantially the programmes of purposeful
activities on offer to inmates (both remand and sentenced), including educational, vocational, sports and
recreational opportunities, in all prisons.....

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects

During our inspections, we consistently pay special attention to the available education, training and
work programs in the correctional facilities, taking into account their key importance for the detainees’
smooth social reintegration. Undoubtedly, we consider the function of lifelong learning programmes,
such as Second Chance Schools, a best practice. However, as this heavily depends on available spaces,
many correctional facilities, which lack available space, do not provide any educational activities. Our

7> Greece, Ministerial Decision 2357/2019 Organization and implementation of educational, athletic, cultural,
creative activities’ and vocational training programmes by the Ministry of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights
for Prisoners (Opyavwaon kat uAomoinan mpoypauudtTwy emuoppwong, adAnonc, moATIOTIKWY SpaoTNPLOTHTWY,
SNULOUPYLKNG amaoyoAnaong Kot emayyeAUATIKNG KATAPTIONG arto to Ymoupyeio AlkatooUvng, Ala@avelac Ko
Avipwrtivwv AlKalwUdTwV YLo TOUCKPATOUUEVOUG ota Kataotnuata Kpdtnong), available in (0.G.G. Issue
B 327/8.2.2019).
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remarks on the recent shrinking of the Greek rural correctional facilities are also relevant here, since we
advocate for their revitalization considering their key importance to social reintegration’.

8. Healthcare (note — section 11 contains specific questions concerning female
detainees)

a. Access to healthcare

The administration of each prison facility ensures that all prisoners enjoy health care services of similar
level to those which exist for the general publicon a 24-hour-a-day basis”’.

In case of emergency treatment, and provided the treatment is not possible in the infirmary of the prison
or in the therapeutic establishments of Korydallos Prison Complex (Korydallos Special Health Centre for
Prisoners and Korydallos Psychiatric Hospital),the director of the establishment, to prevent danger to
the life or serious and permanent damage to the health of a detainee, orders his/her transfer
eitherto a public hospital of the prefecture where the prison facility is located, or, if it is not possible to
be hospitalized in this hospital, he/she is transferred, by order of the director of the relevant clinic, to
the nearest public hospital of the prefecture where another prison facility is located”®.

As regards psychological/psychiatric treatment, mentally ill prisoners are admitted to the infirmary (for
a maximum period of one month), or are restricted to a separate space within the detention facility. If
necessary for their treatment, they are transferred to a special psychiatric unit of the nearest hospital
of the regional unit where the prison facility is located or in a corresponding psychiatric unit of the same
district.If deemed necessary by the director of the aforementioned psychiatric unit, detainees are
transferred to a special therapeutic prison facility (Korydallos Psychiatric Hospital for Prisoners), where
they receive appropriate care and participate in therapeutic programmes”.

In order to deal with the dental problems of the prisoners, a dental department operates in each prison
facility, which is staffed by a permanent and, in case of unavailability, by a visiting dentist. To deal with
serious surgical dental work, there is a surgical dental department at the Korydallos Special Health
Centre for Prisoners, where prisoners are admitted after a written opinion from the dentist of each

76 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8" 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

77 Greece, article 27 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw¢poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022) and
article 3 of Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

78 Greece, articles 30 and 74 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek
(0.G.G. Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (O.G.G. Issue A
203/27.10.2022).

70 Greece, article 27 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw¢poviotikd cKwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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prison®.The dentist of each prison facility deals with the oral hygiene of prisoners, in particular with
fillings and tooth extractions, dental treatments and dental prosthetic work. In case of dental prosthetic
work, prisoners bear the cost themselves®. Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention

and all the detention regimes in prison facilities.
b. Availability of medical staff

Doctors, dentists, pharmacists and nurses are included in medical personnel, according to articles 44-
49 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities®2. Their exact duties are
listed in detail, in the aforementioned articles.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

c. Medical examination upon admission

All prisoners are being examined on admission to prison orimmediately after it and then regularly, twice
a year and anytime they ask for it, by either the doctor of the prison (who is a member of the prison
staff or a visitor contracted to the prison administration) or a doctor of their own choice (in this case

prisoners bear the cost themselves)®.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

d. Preventive care

As regards preventive care and health screening of detainees, according to penitentiary law, the doctor
interviews all newly-admitted prisoners and records their medical history upon admission®. The doctor

prescribes various examinations and tests (e.g. for HIV, hepatitis, glucose and a chest x-ray).
Additionally, an Individual Health Record (card) is kept for each prisoner, in which data of medical
interest is recorded, such as the Social Security Registration Number (AMKA) or other related data, the
time of each medical examination, the relevant diagnosis, the treatment recommended, as well as the
name, specialty and signature of the doctor who examined the prisoner. This card is kept in the

detention facility clinic's file and accompanies the prisoner to each of his/her transfers®°.

80 Greece, article 27 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

81 Greece, article 46 of Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type
General Detention Facilities (Eowtepikog Kavoviouog Asttoupyiac Mevikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnongtumou A' kat
B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

82 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asitoupyioag levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

83 Greece, article 27 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

84 Greece, article 27 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (SJw@poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

85 Greece, article 28 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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No information is available regarding vaccinations®

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

e. Specialised care

Chronically ill prisoners are detained in Korydallos Special Health Centre for Prisoners. Additionally,
prisonerswho suffer fromchronic diseases at the time of their detention may request that their
treatment is carried out by their personal doctor (in this case prisoners bear the cost themselves), in the
presence of the facility’s doctor®.

Mentally ill prisoners are admitted to the infirmary (for a maximum period of one month), or are
restricted to a separate space within the detention facility. If necessary for their treatment, they are
transferred to a special psychiatric unit of the nearest hospital of the regional unit where the prison
facility is located or in a corresponding psychiatric unit of the same district. If deemed necessary by the
director of the aforementioned psychiatric unit, detainees are transferred to a special therapeutic prison
facility (Korydallos Psychiatric Hospital for Prisoners), where they receive appropriate care and

participate in therapeutic programmes®.

The right to health services of similar level to those for the general population® also includes the right

to treatment of prisoners facing problems by using addictive substances. Additionally, drug addicted
detainees are subject to the legal regime defined by special legal provisions®.For that purpose there are

several detention premises where operate consultation stations and therapeutic programmes. For
instance, the Centre for the Treatment of Drug Addicted Detainees- K.A.K.T. “EPILOGI” (Choice),
supervised by the Ministry of Citizen Protection, is operating in Eleona Thiva prison Complex and

offering a full detoxification programme run and staffed fully by the prison service (therapeutic

personnel, custodial and perimeter security staff)®.

In general, prisoners who are addicted drug users have the right to: 1. request to participate in a
counselling or therapeutic programme operating at the prison facility where they are being detained, 2.
request to be transferred to K.A.T.K. or to another facility where a therapeutic programme is operating
so that they follow it, if they meet the law requirements, 3. Request not to be transferred to a detention
premise where they cannot continue to participate in a counselling or therapeutic programme, 4.

86 No relevant information was given for this specific question by the representatives of the competent directorate
of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an interview conducted by telephone, on April 37 2024.

87 Greece, article 27 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

88 Greece, article 27 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

8 Greece, article 27 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw¢poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

% Greece, article 30 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

%1 Ministerial Decision 1154/4.9.2002, Pilot operation of the Centre for the Treatment of Drug Addicted Prisoners
in Eleona Thiva, for physical and mental detoxification and social reintegration of detained drug addicts and
psychotropic substance users (MAotikr) Asttoupyio tou Keévipou Ameéaptnong Toéikouavwv Kpatouuevwv
EAatwva OnBwv yla t owuatikn kot Yuyikn aneédptnon Kol TNV KOWWVIKY EMOVEVTHEN TWV KPATOUUEVWY
Toélkouavwy Kat xpnotwv Yuxotponwv ouctwv), available in Greek (OGG Issue B 137061/4.9.2002).

29


https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://katk.gr/ti-einai-to-katk/thesmiko-plaisio/
https://katk.gr/ti-einai-to-katk/thesmiko-plaisio/
https://katk.gr/ti-einai-to-katk/thesmiko-plaisio/
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://0076.syzefxis.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/136_Nomos_2776_1999.pdf
https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-dikasteria-dikaiosune/n-4985-2022.html
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://0076.syzefxis.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/136_Nomos_2776_1999.pdf
https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-dikasteria-dikaiosune/n-4985-2022.html
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://0076.syzefxis.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/136_Nomos_2776_1999.pdf
https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-dikasteria-dikaiosune/n-4985-2022.html
https://www.lawspot.gr/nomikes-plirofories/nomothesia/nomos-2776-1999
https://0076.syzefxis.gov.gr/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/136_Nomos_2776_1999.pdf
https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-dikasteria-dikaiosune/n-4985-2022.html
https://katk.gr/ti-einai-to-katk/thesmiko-plaisio/

request, fully applying Law 4139/2013%, by the Special Committee prescribed by article 31%, to decide
on their placement in a physical detoxification and mental rehabilitation programme in prison and 5. be
informed by the social service and the scientific staff of the prison facility where they are being detained
concerning counselling and therapeutic programmes that are curently operating.

Article 34 of Law 4139/2013 on Addictive Substances provides that prisoners who claim that are
addicted to drugs, and wish to participate in a rehabilitation programme must first go through a
diagnostic and detoxification process for a period of one to three weeks, based on their specific needs,
as assessed by the head of the relevant programme®. This process includes drug replacement therapy®.

A committee, appointed by the competent Minister and comprising the detention facility’s Council and
the head of the facility’s detoxification and rehabilitation programme, assesses the success of the above
process and, following the diagnosis of the prisoner as psychologically dependent on the use of drugs,
grants them permission to follow a specialised programme of psychological rehabilitation, administered
within the facility®®.

The aforementioned programmes and processes are administered by specialised, accredited
organisations, listed in article 51 of law 4139/2013.% Ministerial Decree 212/2014 regulates the
establishment and operation of OKANA (National Organisation Against Drugs), a legal entity and social
actor for drug-related policy, prevention and treatment supervised by the Ministry of Health, within the
detention facilities of Patras and Korydallos®. Treatment and rehabilitation programmes run by OKANA
are administered in specially modified areas within the detention facilities. These areas should include
a space for administrative personnel, a space for therapy sessions, a space for administering
pharmaceutical treatments, and a lavatory. Prisoners participating in treatment and rehabilitation
programmes are also tested for infectious diseases commonly associated with drug abuse, such as HIV-
AIDS, hepatitis, and TB. Finally, OKANA is responsible for providing the necessary education and training
to the detention facility’s personnel as regards all matters related to the implementation of the
treatment and rehabilitation programmes. Prisoners participating in treatment and rehabilitation

92 Greece, Law 4139/20130n addictive substances (Nouoc lepi E€aptnotoydvwy Ouctwv), available in Greek (0GG
Issue A 74/20.03.2013).

9 Greece, article 31 of Law 4139/20130n addictive substances (NSuo¢ Mepi E€aptnotoyévwy Ouotwyv), available
in Greek (OGG Issue A 74/20.03.2013).

% Greece, article 34 of Law 4139/2013 Law on addictive substances (Nduoc lepi Eéaptnotoydvwyv Ouctwy),
available in Greek (OGG Issue A 74/20.03.2013).

% Greece, Ministerial Decree 212/2014, Establishment and Operation by OKANA of Addiction Treatment Units
with the provision of substitutes in the detention centers of Korydallos and Patras (I16puon kat Asttoupyia amno tov
OKANA Oeparteutikwv Movadwv avtiuetwrniong t¢ e€aptnong UE TNV X0prnynon UMOKXTAOTATWY OTa
kataotiuata kpdatnong KopudaAdoU kot [Matpwv)(OGG issue B 524/28.2.2014); Ministerial Decree
Y5y/I.M.01k.100847/14.10.2002 Authorization of providing substances for the remedy from drugs dependence
from the Combatting Drugs Organisation (Adeta yoprjynonc ouotwy yLa thv ammokataotoon tn¢ eEapTnong oo Tov
Opyaviouo KatamoAéunon¢ Napkwtikwv) (OGG Issue B’ 1343/2002).

% Greece, article 31 of Law 4139/20130n addictive substances (Nouo¢ Mepi E€aptnotoydvwy Ouotwv), available in
Greek (OGG Issue A 74/20.03.2013).

97 Greece, article 51 of Law 4139/2013Law on Addictive Substances (Néuoc Mepi Eéaptnotoyévwy Ouotwy),
available in Greek (OGG Issue A 74/20.03.2013).

%8 Greece, Ministerial Decree 212/2014, (OG issue B 524/28.2.2014).
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programmes are not to be transferred to a different detention facility for the duration of the programme

they are following®.

Another accredited organisation, listed in article 51 of law 4139/2013%, is KETHEA, which provides
counselling, rehabilitation and reintegration services to prisoners. The Centre for the Treatment of
Drug-dependent Persons (KETHEA),provides psychosocial counselling and motivational support for
prisoners while running therapeutic units inside Greek prison facilities as well as reception, treatment
and social reintegration centres for former inmates in society.'®

102

As regards sick and elderly detainees, article 105 of the Greek Penal Code'® provides home detention

as a way of executing the prison detention for convicted offenders over 70 years. It is also compulsory

to serve the sentence at home for prisoners who suffer from end-stage acquired immune deficiency

syndrome, chronic renal failure and undergo regular dialysis, resistant tuberculosis or are guadriplegic,

cirrhosis of the liver with a disability over sixty-seven percent (67%), senile dementia or end-stage

malignant neoplasms.'®

Sick prisoners enjoy a beneficial calculation for the serving of their sentences, as one day of stay in a
penitentiary facility is automatically calculated as two days, shortening thus the custodial part of the
sentence served. Currently, according to article 105b of the Penal Code, each day of detention of
prisoners who have hemiplegia or paraplegia, multiple sclerosis or have undergone a heart, liver, kidney
or bone marrow transplant operation or are carriers of the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome or
have malignant neoplasms or renal failure for which regular hemodialysis is being performed or
tuberculosis during its treatment, shall be beneficially counted as two (2) days of the suspended
sentence. The same applies to a) prisoners with a disability rate of fifty percent (50%) or more, who
cannot work, if it is judged that their stay in the detention center becomes particularly burdensome due
to their inability to take care of themselves, b) detainees with a disability rate of sixty-seven percent
(67%) or more, c) detainees who, following an opinion from a Center for the Certification of Disability
(KE.P.A.), are prohibited from undertaking work or employment that can reasonably cause serious and
permanent damage to their health. In any case, a minimum portion of the sentence must be served?®,

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

f. Treatment of the detainee’s choosing

In case of chronic diseases detainees can ask for medical treatment from their own private doctor,
in the presence also of the establishment's doctor. In that case the prisoners must bear the relevant

% Greece, article 30 of Law 4139/2013Law on Addictive Substances (Ndéuoc Mepi E€aptnotoyévwy Ouctwy),
available in Greek (OGG Issue A 74/20.03.2013).

100 Greece, article 51 of Law 4139/2013Law on Addictive Substances (Nduoc lepi Eéaptnotoyévwyv Ouotwy),
available in Greek (OGG Issue A 74/20.03.2013).

101 KETHEA- Therapy Centre for Dependant Individuals, available at: Home - KEQEA (kethea.gr) (accessed 20 March
2024) [in English].

102 Greece, Law 4619/2019 Penal Code (IMowvikdc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 95/11.06.2019)

103 Greece, article 105 of Law 4619/2019 Penal Code ([Mowvikéc Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
95/11.06.2019).

104 Greece, article 105b of Law 4619/2019 Penal Code (IMowikdc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
95/11.06.2019).
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expenses'®. Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes
in prison facilities.

g. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
Ill-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021 (Etrjoia Etbikn ExGeon 2020-2021), available in English
Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

Ynnpeoieg uyelovopkAG MepiBaAPng 6To KATACTN LA KPATNONG

HCPT enavalauBavel tn ovotaor tN¢ cUUEWVA LE TNV OMOIid, W¢ APXLKO UETPO, Ol EAANVIKEC QAPXEC
TIPETIEL VO EVICYUOOUV ETIELYOVTWE TA ETIMESA MTPOOWITIKOU OTOV TOUEQ TNC UYELOVOULKNG TepiFaApng
wg &&rig:

2T KATAOTHUATO KoATNong tne¢ Xiou kot tne Kw, va eéaopalioouvv 0Tt KOs KATAOTNUO KOATNONG EXEL
KkaOnuepLvr voonAeutikn mapouvaoia.

270 kataotnua kpatnong tng Képkupac, va eéaopaliocovv tnv elocaywyn tou looduvauou MAnpoug
ArtaayoAnonc (IMA) 0,5 yevikwyv tatpwv kat SUo voookouwv IMA.

210 kataotnua kpatnong Niypitac, va eéaopadioovv tnv ouuBoAn IMNA 1,5 yevikwy ylatpwv nAnpoug
anaoxoAnong kat va eVioyudel onUavTikd To eEELOIKEUUEVO VOONAEUTIKO MPOOWITIKO O€ TOUAQXLOTOV 6
VOONAEUTEG TTANPOUC armraoyoAnong, To VOONAEUTIKO MPOOWIIKO Vo TPEMEL va gival Mapov oTo
Kataotnua kpatnong kade nuépa tne eBdouadag.

210 Kataotnua Kpatnong Avépwv KopubdaAdou, va eéacpalicouv tnv ouuBoAn twv IMA 3 yevikwv
tatpwv kat 12 voondeutwv MMEA, ek twv omoiwv touldyiotov U0 Ba TPEMEL va EYOUV EPYACLOKN
EUnElpia oToV TOUEX TNC YUXLKNG UYELaC.

2T0 KaTaoTnua Kpdtnong tn¢ Képkupag, Ba npenet va Fsomiotouv puduiosic wote va dtaopaldiletal n
TOKTIK) CUUUETOXN YUXLATPOU Kol KALVIKWC eKMTALOEUUEVOU YuxoAdyou. EmimAéov, o aptBuoc twv
odovTiaTplkwV Kal Yuxlatplkwy emiokeéWewv Ja npénel va avéndei, 1biwc ota Kataotnuoa Kpatnong
Avbpwv KopubaAdou kat Niypitoag.

H CPT emavadauBavel €miong tn UAKPOXPOVIX CUOTAON TNG OTL oL Kpatouuevol v Ja mpémel va
OUUUETEXOUV OTNV EKTEAEON TWV KATNKOVTWV UYELOVOULKNG TTEPIBaAYNC kat o€ kauia tepintwon dev
Ba mpEmel va mpayuatorolouV T xopHynon Qapuakwy Kat/n vo Exouv mpooBaon os tatpika apxeio. H
CPT emmduuel va AaBet ypovodiaypauua yia tn otadlakn Katdpynon tne¢ xpnong KpAToUUEVWY Lo TV
EKTEAEON KaTNKOVTWY UYELOVOULKNG MEPIBAAYNG OTIC EYKATAOTAOELG OTLG OMOLEC MTPAYUATONOLONKE
emiokeyn.

105 Greece, article 27 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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EruuniAéov, n CPT emavadauBavel oti, kat’ apynv, ot cw@poviotikoi urtadAAnAot dev Sa mpémnet v aokouv
tatpika  kadnkovra. Ev  avauovry tn¢ mpooAnyng EMAPKOUC UYELOVOULKOU TPOCWITIKOU, Ol
ow@poviotikol undAAndot mou bev Sladétouv ta oxetika mpooovia bev Ja MPEMEL va AoKOUV
voonAeutika kadnkovta. EmumtAéov, ot elbikevpuévol owgpoviotikol unaAiniotl mou epyalovral otnv
UYELOVOULKN UTtNPECia €VOG KATAOTHUATOC Kpdtnong da mpemnel va teAoUv umod tnv enomnteia Tou
QVWTEPOU LATPOU/UneUTUVOU VOOOKOUOU TToU gival apuddiog yia thv unnpeoia. H CPT Ba ndeAe eniong
va AdBel MEPIOOOTEPEC AEMTOUEPEIEC OXETIKA LE TIC pUBUIOEIC yla TNV TTapoxn ThAEIATPIKNG OTO
Kkataotnua kpdtnong Kw.

H CPT enavadauBavel tn ovotaon ¢ va enaveéetaotel to cvotnua SLAVOUnG Kat xopnynonc
QAPUAKWYV TIPOKELUEVOU va SLacaldloTel OTL elval aopaldec kat urteuduvo.

H CPT enmavalauBavel ™ ovotaon tn¢ MPOC TIC EAANVIKEG apxE¢ va Siaopaldioovv OTL kade
VEOELOEPYOUEVOC KpaToUuevog Ja mpencel va efetaletal die€odika kat va eEETAlETAl CWUATIKY QTTO
YLatpo n mAnpwe eLOIKEUUEVO vOonAeuTh mou Ba aVOEEPETAL O YLATPO eVTO¢ 24 wpwv omod thv
Eloaywyn Tou Kal OTL Ta armoTeAéouata Ba TPEMEL VA ONUELWVOVTAL ETUUEAWG OTOV NTPOCWITIKO LATPLKO
(PAKEAO TOU KPATOUUEVOU. lNepalTépw, 0 OAOUC TOUG VEOELGEPYXOUEVOUG KpATOUUEVOUC Ja TIPEMEL v
TIPOCQEPETAL CUCTNUATIKA EAEYXOC YLl UETASOTIKEG aloFEVELEC Onwc n nrtatitida B kat C, o 16¢ HIV kat
n euuatiwon.

H CPT erravadauBavel tn cvotaon tng va Anedouv UETPA O OAd Ta LOPUUATY WOTE va SLacPAALOTEL
OTL 0 (AKEAOG TTOU OUVTACOETOL LETA TNV LATPLKY) EEETAICN EVOC KPATOUUEVOU - E(TE TPOKELTOL Ylot
VEOPLYIEVTO EITE Yla KPATOUUEVO UETA ot Bialo MePLOTATIKO OTO KATAOTNUX KPATNONG -
OULLOPQPWVETAL UE TIC Stadikaoiec mou opilet n CPT otnv mapdypapo 50 tn¢ ékBeorc tne yla tnv
entioken tou 2019. Oa npénet enionc va yivel avagpopd oto MNpwtokoAdo tn¢ KwvotavtivourmoAng tou
1999 yia v anoteAsouatikn dlepevvnon kat tekunpiwon twv Baocaviotnpiwv kat dAAwv okAnpwv,
anavOpwnwy f eEEUTEALCTIKWY UETOXELPIOEWVY 1) TUUWPLWV.

H CPT ertavadauBavet tnv nayla cUotaon tn¢ npoc ti¢ EAAnvikec apyéc va AaBouv ta anapaitnta UETPA
yla tn SLao@aALon Tou LATPLKOU aITOpPrTOU TOOO TWV ENMIOKEWEWY 000 KOl TWV LATPIKWV SESOUEVWV.
AUTO anautei tnv mpooAnyn eMUTA€ov voonAeuTwY, OMTWC CUVIOTATOL TTAPATIAVW.

n CPT kalei ti¢c EAANVIKEG QPXEC VO KATOPTIOOUV WULX OAOKANPWUEVN OTPATNYIKN Yla TNV TTAPOXN
Bonvelag oe kpatouuevou¢ Ue poBAnuata mou oxetilovtal UE TA VAPKWTIKA, 0TO TAaioLo ptac eSviIkng
OTPATNYIKNG OXETIKA UE TH XPron oudlwv. to mAaiolo authc te eGvIkNC mpoagyyiong, n Emttponi
ouviotd va umopel o OKANA va mpoopépel Jepamneia Ue OMIOELON OYWVIOTEC OTA KATAOTHUXT
kpatnong kat vo Statifevral eMapKelc UMNPECIeC Slepunvelag yla tTnv umootnpién Tou €pyou Twv
Yuyatpwy kat twv YuyoAoywv. EmmAéov, Ga npénet va avéndei o aptduog twv cuuBoUvAwv mou
epyalovtat yia to KEGEA. EnutAéov, n CPT ouviotd otic EAANVIKEC QpXEC Vo apxioouV va KaTapTi{ouV
OTATIOTIKA OTOLYEIQ OXETIKA UE TN XPHON OUCLWV QIO TOUC KPATOUUEVOUC, WOTE VA EKTIUNTOUV UE
UEYAAUTEPN aKPIBELX OL AVAYKEG KalL N EKTAON TOU MPOBANUATOC KoL, W¢ EK TOUTOU, VA TPOCALOPLOTOUV
KOAUTEpQ T UETPA TTOU QTTAULTOUVTAL YLO TNV AVTIUETWITLON TOU.

El81k6 Kévtpo Yyelog Kopudalhol
H CPT emavadauBavel tn ouotaon t¢ va AaBouv ot EAAnvikeéc apyéc, kot 16iwg To Yrmoupyeio Yyeiag,

enelyovra UETPA yLa TN oNUAVTIKA avénon tou aptduol Tou ELOLKEUVUEVOU TPOOWITIKOU UYELOVOULKNG
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niepiJaAPng mou anaocyoleital oto Elbiko Kévtpo Yyeiac. Mepaitépw, Ba npenet va dnutoupyndouv
ovotijuata nmou va géaopaldilovv kKaAUTEPO oUVTOVIOUO Kal avtaAdayn mAnpo@oplwv UeTaéU Tou
LOTPLKOU TTPOCWITLKOU.

H CPT enavadauBavel tn ouotaon tng va dtaopadioouvy ot EAAnvikég apxec otL Sa dnutouvpyndei évacg
eviaioc NAEKTPOVIKOC pakeAog vyeiac yia katde aodevn. Mepaitépw, Bo MPEMEL VO KATAPTIOTEL ATOULKO
oxéblo nepiGadync yla kade aoVevn.

H CPT ertavaiauBavel th ovuotaor tng OTL To ocUoTNUA SLAVOUNG KoL XOPrnynonc QapUaKwY MPETEL VA
eNaveéeTAOTEL MPOKELUEVOU va SLooPaALOTEL OTL Eivat dopaAEc kat urteuBuvo.

Wuylatpkn Movada Kpatoupévwyv Kopudailou

H CPT ouviota otic EAANVIKEC apxEc va AdBouv EMELYOVTWE UETPA Ylo TH ONUAVTIKY €vioYuon tou
npoowrnikoU t™¢ Wuxtatpiknic Movabdac Kpatouuevwv KopubaAdoU, 16iw¢ ooov a@opd TOUG
Yuxldtpouc Kat Toug voonAeutec. Tautoypova, Ja mpeneL va An@douv UETPA Lo TNV KATAPynon thne
TIPAKTLKAG TNG OUUUETOXNG CWE@POVIOTIKWY UNMUAANAWY OTNV €KTEAEON KAUNKOVTWV UYELOVOULKNG
niepidaAPng oto voookoueio. Mepaitépw, Ja npenet va BeAtiwBouv ot cuvrkeg StaBiwong oTic Omoieg
@troéevouvtal ol aofeveic.

Health care services in prison

The CPT reiterates its recommendation that, as an initial measure, the Greek authorities urgently
reinforce health care staffing levels as follows:

- at Chios and Kos Prisons, ensure each prison has a daily nursing presence; - at Corfu Prison, ensure the
input of the Full Time Equivalent (FTE) of 0.5 general practitioners and of two FTE nurses;

- at Nigrita Prison, ensure the input of the FTE of 1.5 general practitioners and reinforce significantly the
qualified nursing complement to at least 6 FTE nurses; nursing staff should be present in the prison every
day of the week;

- at Korydallos Men’s Prison, ensure the input of the FTE of 3 general practitioners and of 12 FTE nurses,
at least two of whom should have mental health work experience.

At Corfu Prison, arrangements should be put in place to ensure there is a regularly input by a psychiatrist
and a clinically trained psychologist. Further, the number of dental and psychiatric consultations should
be increased, notably at Korydallos Men’s and Nigrita Prisons.

The CPT also reiterates its long-standing recommendation that prisoners should not be involved in the
performance of health care tasks, and under no circumstances should they perform the dispensing of
medicines and/or have access to medical records. The CPT wishes to receive a timetable for the phasing
out of using prisoners for carrying out health care tasks in the establishments visited. In addition, the
CPT reiterates that, in principle, prison officers should not perform medical duties. Pending the
recruitment of sufficient healthcare staff, prison officers who do not possess the relevant qualifications
should not carry out nursing functions. Further, any qualified prison officers working in the health care
service of a prison should be under the authority of the senior doctor/nurse manager responsible for the
service.
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The CPT reiterates its recommendation that the system of medicine dispensing and administration be
reviewed in order to ensure it is both safe and accountable.

The CPT reiterates its recommendation that the Greek authorities ensure that every newly arrived
prisoner be comprehensively interviewed and physically examined by a doctor or a fully qualified nurse
reporting to a doctor within 24 hours of admission, and that the results be diligently noted in the
prisoner’s personal medical record. Further, all newly admitted prisoners should be routinely offered
screening for transmissible diseases such as Hepatitis B and C, HIV and Tuberculosis.

The CPT reiterates its recommendation that steps be taken in all establishments to ensure that the record
drawn up after the medical examination of a prisoner — whether newly arrived or following a violent
incident in the prison complies with the procedures set out by the CPT in paragraph 50 of its report on
the 2019 visit. Reference should also be had to the Istanbul Protocol of 1999 on the effective investigation
and documentation of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

The CPT reiterates its long-standing recommendation that the Greek authorities take the necessary steps
to guarantee medical confidentiality both of consultations and of medical data. This necessitates
recruiting additional nurses as recommended above.

The CPT calls upon the Greek authorities to draw up a comprehensive strategy for the provision of
assistance to prisoners with drug-related problems, as part of a national strategy concerning substance
use. Within this national approach, the Committee recommends that OKANA should be able to offer
opioid agonist therapy in prisons and that sufficient interpretation services be made available to support
the work of the psychiatrists and psychologists. Further, the number of counsellors working for KETHEA
should be increased. In addition, the CPT recommends that the Greek authorities start compiling
statistics on substance use among prisoners in order to gauge more accurately the needs and the extent
of the problem and thereby better identify the measures required to tackle it.

Korydallos Prison Special Health Centre

The CPT reiterates its recommendation that the Greek authorities, and notably the Ministry of Health,
take urgent steps to significantly increase the number of qualified health care personnel employed at
the Special Health Centre. Further, systems should be put in place to ensure a better coordination and
exchange of information between medical staff.

The CPT reiterates its recommendation that the Greek authorities ensure that a single computerised
electronic health record be established for each patient. Further, an individual care plan should be drawn
up for each patient.

Korydallos Psychiatric Hospital for Prisoners

The CPT recommends that the Greek authorities take urgent action to significantly reinforce the staffing
complement at the Korydallos Psychiatric Hospital for prisoners, notably in respect of psychiatrists and
of nurses. At the same time, steps should be taken to abolish the practice of involving prison officers in
the performance of health-care duties in the hospital. Further, the living conditions in which patients are
accommodated should be improved.
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Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022

The report is not available in Greek

The CPT reiterates its recommendation that the Greek authorities adopt a revised Strategic Plan, which
includes a detailed implementation schedule, with a view to setting out a more detailed plan for the
years ahead, taking into account the above remarks. In particular, the following areas should be covered
and addressed:

- the role and input of the Ministry of Health in the provision of somatic and mental healthcare,
including as regards the staffing of healthcare services in prisons;

During our inspections, we have observed disparities in the provision of healthcare services across
correctional facilities, depending on whether the latter employ permanent medical staff and are located
within a short distance from the nearest hospital. A persistent issue has been the pharmaceutical
coverage of uninsured detainees who were in need of expensive medication. This issue, however, seems
to have been resolved recently, with the introduction of the provisionary insurance number for detainees
(MAYTIEK). Treating addiction in correctional facilities seems to be a horizontal issue since only a few
facilities offer addiction treatment programs.%.

9. Prevention of violence and ill-treatment

a. Protection from violence by prison staff

Prison guards are responsible for maintaining order and security within the facility, as well as in every

space where prisoners live or work. They are also entrusted with facilitating the prisoners’ every-day
lives, ensuring respect for human dignity, and bolstering the self-respect and sense of social

responsibility of the prisoners!®’. As part of their duties guards are performing regular and

unprogrammed inspections of the premises, especially of cells and chambers, and remove prohibited
and dangerous items.Almost half of Greek prison facilities provide emergency call buttons inside each
cell’®®, The General Secretariat of Crime Policy of the Ministry of Citizen Protection founded the School
of correctional officers (established on January 2022) and the School of external guards/ perimeter
security staff (established on January 2023), with ultimate goal their stable operation at regular time

106 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8" 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

107 Greece, Article 59 of the Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type
General Detention Facilities (Eowtepikoc Kavoviouog Aettoupyiag Mevikwv Kataothuatwy Kpatnong tumou A' kai
B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

108 As reported by the administration of a Greek prison, following interview conducted by telephone, on April 2"
2024.
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spans, i.e. not only as institutions of introductory education, but also lifelong learning(retraining). Some
courses taught at the School of correctional officers, are related to ensure and protect prisoners’ rights,
communicate effectively and prevent acts of violence against prisoners within prison facilities'®.

Regarding prisoners’ access to complaints mechanism, in case of a violent act against them, they
have the right to report in writing, within a reasonable time, to the Prison Council*'°. Within fifteen (15)
days of notification of the decision denying their request, or within one (1) month of the submission of
the written report, if no decision has been issued, prisoners have the right to appeal to the Court of
Execution of Sentences. This Court, if it accepts the appeal in substance, removes the results resulting
from the illegal/violent action or order. The competent service of the Ministry of Citizen Protection,
which supervises the operation of the prison facility, ensures the immediate compliance with the
decision of the Prison’s Council, revokes the illegal/violent action, satisfies the prisoner's request and
inspects the parties that are responsible.Finally, the administration of the prison facility is under the
obligation to forward, within a three day period, any report or letter by a prisoner addressed to a
state authority (e.g the Ombudsman'*!) or international organization, without becoming informed
of its contents. A special protocol registry is kept to this effect. As added in the revised Penitentiary
Code, article 6A™? now provides for a domestic remedy for persons in prison who are held in conditions
of detention which violate the provisions of Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights
(access to an effective remedy).

Furthermore, article 25 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities!

sets out the right of prisoners to be heard, as well as the conditions for the protection of this right to be
heard by the Prosecutor Supervisor of the Prison. Article 31 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation

of General Detention Facilities*'*

also stipulates the right of prisoners to file a complaint of violence from
guards/prison staff to any public authority, inside or outside the Prison, as well as their legal protection

by the Courts. If the complaint is rejected, detainees may challenge this decision under articles 6 and 86

109 As reported by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, by email, on
April 8th 2024.

110 Greece, article 6 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

111 A detainee can also appeal to the Ombudsman, who, under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (0.G.G Issue A
7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the
General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above law. The Ombudsman, as National
Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3 of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A
10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means (including through visits, interviews and
photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and publishes reports, according to the
relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

112 Greece, article 6A of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

113 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwyv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

114 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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of Penitentiary Code!'® before the competent enforcement tribunal. National law also provides

additional remedies, as it allows to detainees to make their complaints before the competent public
prosecutor, under article 5670of the Code of Penal Procedure!®.The public prosecutor is required to visit

the prison once a week and monitors the treatment of detainees, the execution of sentences and the
implementation of security measuresof thefacility.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

b. Protection from violence by other detainees

According to Greek Penitentiary Code, the use of violence against a prisoner constitutes a disciplinary

118

offence'?’, therefore, disciplinary proceedings as provided for in the relevant legislation!® are initiated

in such cases. A written report is submitted immediately after the commission of the offence or once
both the act and the person responsible become known, and the Disciplinary Board of the prison facility
is convened within 48 hours, otherwise within five days of the submission of the report. The decision of
the Disciplinary Board shall be specifically reasoned, shall be issued immediately after the hearing of the
case and if a penalty is imposed, it shall be recorded in the registers of the facility and on the prisoner’s
personal record.

Violence, threat of violence, and sexual violence against a prisoner by other detainees, besides
potentially giving rise to autonomous criminal proceedings, constitute serious disciplinary offences
(class A disciplinary offences) which may be punished with confinement in disciplinary cells, transfer to
a different facility, a ban from participating in prison work schemes or vocational training for a year, or
51-100 “penalty points”!'®. Generalised violence is dealt with through measures ordered by the prison’s
public prosecutor (supervisor), or in cases of emergency, by the director or the warden of the facilities,

120

in collaboration with police forces. Internal Regulation for the Security of Detention Facilities'*’ sets out

specific security measures applicable to the interior as well as the perimeter of the facilities.
Detainees are supervised by prison staff on a 24/7 basis'?.

The General Secretariat of Crime Policy of the Ministry of Citizen Protection founded the School of
correctional officers (established on January 2022) and the School of external guards/ perimeter security
staff (established on January 2023), with ultimate goal their stable operation at regular time spans, i.e.

115 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikéc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

116 Greece, Law 4620/2019 Penal Code (Kwéikac Mowikri¢ Awkovouioc), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
96/11.06.2019).

117 Greece, article 68 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

118 Greece, article 71 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Jw@poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

119 Greece, Articles 68 and 69 of Law2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek
(0.G.G. Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (O.G.G. Issue A
203/27.10.2022).

120 Greece, Ministerial Decree 104356/2014 Internal Regulation for the security of detention facilities (Kavovioudc
AcdAeiac twv Kataotnuatwy Kpdatnong) (OG B’ 3581/2014)

121 As reported by the administration of a Greek prison, following interview conducted by telephone, on April 2"
2024.
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not only as institutions of introductory education, but also lifelong learning(retraining). Some courses
taught at the School of correctional officers, are related to prevention and de- escalation techniques!??.

Regarding prisoners’ access to complaints mechanism, in case of a violent act by other detainees
against them, they have the right to report in writing, within a reasonable time, to the Prison Council'®,
Within fifteen (15) days of notification of the decision denying their request, or within one (1) month of
the submission of the written report, if no decision has been issued, prisoners have the right to appeal
to the Court of Execution of Sentences. This Court, if it accepts the appeal in substance, removes the
results resulting from the illegal/violent action. The competent service of the Ministry of Citizen
Protection, which supervises the operation of the prison facility, ensures the immediate compliance
with the decision of the Prison’s Council, revokes the violent action, satisfies the prisoner's request and
inspects the parties that are responsible. Finally, the administration of the prison facility is under the
obligation to forward, within a three day period, any report or letter by a prisoner addressed to a
state authority (e.g the Ombudsman'?*) or international organization, without becoming informed
of its contents. A special protocol registry is kept to this effect. As added in the revised Penitentiary
Code, article 6A™ now provides for a domestic remedy for persons in prison who are held in conditions
of detention which violate the provisions of Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights
(access to an effective remedy).

Furthermore, article 25 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention Facilities!?®

sets out the right of prisoners to be heard, as well as the conditions for the protection of this right to be

heard by the Prosecutor Supervisor of the Prison. Article 31 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation

127

of General Detention Facilities'*’also stipulates the right of prisoners to file a complaint of violence to

any public authority, inside or outside the Prison, as well as their legal protection by the Courts. If the
complaint is rejected, detainees may challenge this decision under articles 6 and 86 of Penitentiary
Code!®® before the competent enforcement tribunal. National law also provides additional remedies, as

122 As reported by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, by email, on
April 8th 2024.

123Greece, article 6 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue
A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

124 A detainee can also appeal to the Ombudsman, who, under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (0.G.G Issue A
7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the
General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above law. The Ombudsman, as National
Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3 of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A
10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means (including through visits, interviews and
photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and publishes reports, according to the
relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

125 Greece, article 6A of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

126 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

127 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

128 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022)
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it allows to detainees to make their complaints before the competent public prosecutor, under article

567 of the Code of Penal Procedure!?®.The public prosecutor is required to visit the prison once a week
and monitors the treatment of detainees, the execution of sentences and the implementation of
security measures of the facility.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

c. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
Ill-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021 (Etrjioia Eidikny ExOeon 2020-2021), available in
EnglishReport to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT)
from 22 November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

KOKOUETAXELPLON KPATOUHEVWV OO TO TPOCWTILKO

“H CPT ouviotd oti¢c EAAnVIKEG apyEc va emavaldBouv OTo KATAOTHUN KPATNONC TNEC KEPKUPOG TO CUPEC
UNVULO OTL ) OWUATIK) KOKOUETAXEIPLON TWV KPATOUUEVWV EiVol EVTEAWG amopddektn kot da
TiuwpnIel avadoywe. H 51oiknan Tou KATAOTHUATOSC KPATNONG TNG KEpkupag Ba TTPEMEL va ETTIOELKVUEL
avénuévn emaypUnvnon o€ AUTOV TOV TOUEQ, Slao@aAilovTac TNV TAKTIKA Topouoia Twv uneuduvwyv
TOU KATAOTNUATOG Kpatnone (ouumeptAauBavougvou tou StevBuvtr)) aTtoug YWpPous KPATnong, tnv
QUEON €MAPN) TOUC UE TOUG KPATOUUEVOUG, TN SlEPEUVNON TwV KatayyeAlwv mou umoBdAlouv ot
KpatoUuEevoL Kat T BEATIwWON TNC KATAPTIONG TOU MPOCWITIKOU TOU KATAOTHLATOC KpATNONG”.

lll-treatment of prisoners by staff

“The CPT recommends that the Greek authorities reiterate to custodial staff at Corfu Prison the clear
message that physical ill-treatment of prisoners is wholly unacceptable and will be sanctioned
accordingly. The management at Corfu Prison should demonstrate increased vigilance in this area, by
ensuring the regular presence of prison managers (including the director) in the detention areas, their
direct contact with prisoners, the investigation of complaints made by prisoners, and improved prison
staff training”.

Bia petagy Ppulakiopévwv

H CPT enavadauBavel tn cvotacn tng va xapaéouv ot EAANVIKEC APYEC ULA ATTOTEAECUATIKY €0VIKNA
oTPATNYIKY YL TNV TPoAnYn tn¢ Biag kot Tou ek@oBLouoU UETAEY QUAAKIOUEVWY, UTIO TO MPIoUA TWV
AVWTEPW MaPATNPNOEWYV. H oTpatnyikn autn MPENEeL va epAauUBaVeEL EKTIUNON KIVOUVWYV KAl aVayKwV
kot katdAAnAn katavoun Baoet authc tng afloAoynong Kade KPATOUUEVOU TIOU ELOEPYETOL OTO
OWEPOVIOTIKO OUCTNUA, TOV KATAAANAO EAEYXO TWV MTEPUYWYV QITO TO CWPPOVIOTIKO TPOOWITIKO, TOV
SlaYwWPLOUO LOXUPOTEPWY OUASWY KPATOUUEVWY oMl aAAOUG KPATOUUEVOUC, TN MElwaOn Tou
untepriAnduouou kat tnv mapoxn dpactnplotitwv. Mpénet emiong va BeAtiwdei n opdn kataypapn kat
avapopd kot n O6te€odikn Slepeuvnon UMONMTwWY MEPIMTWOEWV Biac kal ek@oBiouoU Kal, KoTd

129 Greece, Law 4620/2019 Penal Code (Kwé&ikac Motwvikri¢ Awkovouioc), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
96/11.06.2019).
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nepintwon, n UYeomion katdAAnAwv kupwoewv 1 dAAwv UETpwv, kadw¢ kat n avantuén
armoteAeouatikwy apeuBacewy yia t ueiwon tnc Biag. Mavw ar’ 6Aa, w¢ mMPoamalToUUEVO, KAaTe
otpatnyikn Ya amtattel onuavtikn avénon tou aptduoU Twv owEPoVIoTIKWY UdAARAwV, Tépav ekeivwy
TToU mpocAauBavovral emni TOU TAPOVTOG.

Inter-prisoner violence

The CPT reiterates its recommendation that the Greek authorities devise an effective national strategy
concerning the prevention of inter-prisoner violence and intimidation, in the light of the above
comments. Such a strategy must include a risk and needs assessment and an appropriate allocation
based on this assessment of every prisoner entering the prison system, the proper control of the wings
by prison staff, the separation of stronger groups of prisoners from other prisoners, a reduction in
overcrowding and the provision of activities. There must also be an improvement in the proper recording
and reporting and the thorough investigation of suspected cases of violence and intimidation and, where
appropriate, the adoption of suitable sanctions or other measures, as well as the development of
effective violence reduction interventions. Above all, as a prerequisite, any strategy will require a
significant increase in the number of prison officers, over and above those currently being recruited.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects.

The Greek Ombudsman has only investigated such issues following the submission of specific complaints.
Following interviews with detainees, we have remarked that the latter seem hesitant to report violent
incidents but, it remains a fact that we have not conducted a systematic investigation on the matter.

10. Contact with the outside world

According to Greek penitentiary code®?, the regular and uninterrupted communication of each prisoner

with the wider social environment aims at the smooth living in the prison facility and the faster
adaptation to social life after release.

130 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8t 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

131 Greece, article 51 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022)
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a. Visits

132

According to article 52 of the Penitentiary Code™?, any convicted detained person has the right to

receive visits, once a week, from relatives up to the fourth degree, whose duration is at least of half an
hour. On the other hand, every pre-trial detainee has the right to receive visits, twice a week, from
relatives up to the fourth degree, whose duration is at least of half an hour®3.

The visits from legal representatives have no numerical or time limitation. The Prison Council may, on
its own initiative or after a written or oral proposal from the social service or at the request of a prisoner,
allow the visit of other persons (outside the family environment) or associations, which are estimated
not to have an adverse effect on the prisoner. Representatives of social organizations, members of
scientific societies, cultural, religious or other associations have the right to visit prisoners after the
permission of the Prison Council. The social service of each prison facility is taking care of maintaining
the family bonds of each prisoner or of creating positive interpersonal relations with third parties. The
prison council can also extend the duration of visits to detainees or allow the visit of other persons or

entities that are estimated to have a beneficial effect on the prisoner'®*, The visits are taking place in a

special and suitable area of the prison facility where there is only visual inspection. Upon a prisoner's
request and provided the permission of the Prison Council, visiting is allowed in an area without grid or

other separating means'®*.Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the

detention regimes in prison facilities.
b. Correspondence

Each inmate can communicate with a telephone located in a common, visually controlled area of the
prison facility. There is no limit in the number of phone calls made. There is only a limit as regards the

value of phone-cards a prisoner can possess — up to 25 euros worth each time®®.The possession and

use of mobile phones is strictly forbidden. By decision of the Prison Council, the special conditions of
communication with the public telephones, as well as the cases of communication with persons who do
not have the right to visit are determined. In any case, the Prison Council can limit the prisoner's
communication when there is a serious risk of disrupting the proper and safe operation of the prison.
There is no limit, either in the number of telegrams or in the number of letters sent or received. Prisoners
communicate at their own expense, but if they are unable to do so, the relevant expense may be

132 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A

290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022)

133 Greece, article 21 of the Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B
type General Detention Facilities (Eowteptko¢ Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwy Kataotnuatwy Kpatnong tumou
A'kat B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003)

134 Greece, article 21 of the Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B
type General Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiac levikwy Kataotnuatwy Kpatnong tumou
A'kat B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003)

135 Greece, article 21 of the Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B
type General Detention Facilities (Eowteptko¢ Kavoviouoc Asttoupyiog levikwy Kataotnuatwv Kpdtnong tumou
A' kot B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003)

136 Greece, article 22 of the Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B
type General Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiac levikwy Kataotnuatwy Kpatnong tumou
A'kat B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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covered by the competent prison service'®. Electronic communication (e-visitsvia skype) is also carrying

out through computers installed in a specific area chosen by the Prison Council*®®,

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison

139

facilities. Additionally, as mentioned in the penitentiary code*?”, every pre- trial detainee has the right

to communicate by telephone with his lawyer without limit in the number of phone calls made.
c. Visits with children

The visits of spouses and children of the prisoners take place in a special, suitable area of the prison.
Especially in the cases of visits by children up to eleven (11) years of age, the Prison Council, at the
request of the prisoner or a specialist scientist of the prison facility, may decide on the more specific
formation of the visiting area and method of communication based on the interest of the child. This
areais a specially designed child- friendly one that resembles a children's room, outside the facility’s
wings. The entry for the children to this room is taking place without going through the prison
premises'®, The other parent may also be present during the visit!**.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

d. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
Ill-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021 (Etrjowa Etbikn ExGeon 2020-2021), available in English
Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

Entadn Ue Tov £§w KOOUO

H CPT ouviotd oti¢ eAANVIKEC apxEC va auéNoouv TIC SUVATOTNTEC TWV KPATOUUEVWVY va dlatnpouv
ETTAQN LUE TIG OLKOYEVELEG TOUG, UTTO TO MPIoua TwV MOpanavw mapatnpniocwy. Oa emtduuouos va
EVNUEPWUEL OUYKEKPIUEVD YLO TETOLEG EUKALPIEC OTA KATAOTHUATA Kpatnong Xiou, Képkupag kat Kw.
Mepattépw, Bo MPEMEL VoL EMTIOKEUATTOUV Ta TNAEQWVA OTA KATAOTAUATA KPATNONG.

Contact with the outside world

137 Greece, article 53 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

138 Greece, article 21 of the Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B
type General Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouodc Aettoupyiac levikwy Kataotnuatwy Kpatnong tumou
A'kat B'), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

139 Greece, article 53 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

140 As reported by the administration of a Greek prison, following interview conducted by telephone, on April 2"
2024.

141 Greece, article 52 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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The CPT recommends that the Greek authorities increase the opportunities for prisoners to maintain
contact with their families, in the light of the above remarks. It would like to be informed specifically
about such opportunities at Chios, Corfu and Kos Prisons. Further, telephones in the prisons should be
repaired.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

The Report is not available in Greek.
Contacts with the outside world (and information on rights)

The CPT recommends that steps be taken to increase the visiting entitlement to the equivalent of one
hour per week.

There has been significant progress on visitation rights, namely after the establishment of special
visitation areas for children and the general implementation of video visitation'*2.

11.Special measures for female detainees
a. General conditions of detention for women and girls

According to article 13 of the Greek Penitentiary Code'*}, women detainees reside in prison facilities

for women prisoners or in special sections of other prison facilities. In that case, communication
with prisoners of other categories is prohibited. Transgender women are being transferred to prison
facilities for women prisoners upon their request, which is considered on a priority basis. In the prison
facilities for women or in the special sections, the rules governing the living conditions and the
programmes implemented therein are adjusted to the requirements of their gender. Pre-trial
females are separated from sentenced ones, being kept in two different prisons (Korydallos Il and
Eleonas Thiva respectively).

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

142 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8t 2024. The Ombudsman, who,

under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

143 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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b. Separation from men

As provided in article 13 of the Greek Penitentiary Code!**, female prisoners are kept separately from

male ones. There are two separate women’s prisons (Korydallos, Thiva) and separate female sections in
men’s prisons (e.g. Neapolis in Crete), used mainly for procedural reasons.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

c. Hygiene

Article 25 of the Greek Penitentiary Code'* and article 15 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation
146

of Detention Facilities'*®, as described under 3. d) are correspondingly applicable. More specifically,

female detainees that are indigent are supplied by the prison administration with essential women-only

sanitary products, including sanitary towels®’.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

d. Healthcare

As mentioned under 8. a), according to article 13 of the Greek Penitentiary Code!®, in the female

prison facilities the rules governing the living conditions and the programmes implemented therein
are adjusted to the requirements of detainees’ gender. Additionally,as mentioned under 8. a),

according to article 27 of the Greek Penitentiary Code'* and article 16 of the Internal Regulation for the
150

Operation of General Detention Facilities™®, prisoners should enjoy health care services to the same

level as the general population, on a 24-hour-a-day basis.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities. Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in
prison facilities.

144 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikéc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

145 Greece, Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sweppoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue
A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

146 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwyv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

147 As verified by the administration of the women’s prison at Eleonas Thiva, following interview conducted by
telephone, on April 2" 2024,

148 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

149 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

150 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog KavoviouogAettoupyiag levikwv Kataotnuatwy Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).
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More specifically, as provided in the penitentiary code®?, by joint decision of the Ministers of Citizen

Protection and Health, the following are established at the Eleonas Thiva Prison for Women: a)
Psychiatric Department for female prisoners, without the possibility of communication with the other
departments of the facility, where the same security conditions apply as the other premises of the
prison. Women prisoners with psychiatric problems are admitted to this Department, at the judgment
of the attending psychiatrist or a Director of the Psychiatric Clinic of the National Health System (E.S.Y.).
The capacity, the mode of operation, the staffing, as well as the connection with the psychiatric unit of
the E.S.Y. are determined by the decision of the first paragraph, b) Hospital Department, as a Special
Health Center for female prisoners, with connection and support from a hospital unit of the E.S.Y.. The
capacity, the purchase of equipment, the staffing, the mode of operation, the definition of the way of
connection of the Department with the hospital unit of the E.S.Y. and every detail for the
implementation of this is determined by the decision of the first paragraph.

More specifically, at Women’s Prison of Eleonas Thiva, a permanent gynecologist and a volunteer
pediatrician are available. Additionally, two separate sections operate inside the facility where pregnant
detainees and mother with children up to the age of three have their own private cells which offer
personal heating and sanitation (washbasin, toilet) facilities**2,

Those standards apply to post-trial detention since Eleonas Thiva Prison is a facility for convict women.

e. Pregnancy and women with babies or young children

153 mother prisoners who have their children up

According to article 13 of the Greek Penitentiary Code
to three (3) years old with them, live in a separate special area of the prison facility or section of it,

without access of the other female prisoners to these areas. In the abovementioned areas of the facility,

under the care of the prison and in cooperation with the Ministry of the Interior, a nursery is being
established and operates, with special rules of operation, different from the internal regulations for the
operation of the prison, which is being issued by decision of the Minister of Citizen Protection. The same
ministerial decision determines the programme and the staffing of the nursery, taking into account the
applicable standards of Nursery Schools, adapted to the capabilities of the Prison facility.

Childbirth is taking place outside of prison; pregnant detainees who reside at Eleonas Thiva Prison (for
convict women), at the beginning of the seventh month of their pregnancy, are being transferred at
Korydallos Women’s Prison (for untried women), which is located in Athens, so as to give birth at the
public maternity hospitals of Athens®®,

Children over the age of three (3) are admitted to Child Care Institutions that operate under the
supervision of the Ministries of Health and Labour and Social Affairs, provided they have no suitable

151 Greece, article 13 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

152 As reported by the administration of the women’s prison at Eleonas Thiva, following interview conducted by
telephone, on April 2" 2024.

153 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code(SwepoviotikdcKwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

154 As reported by the administration of the women’s prison at EleonasThiva, following interview conducted by
telephone, on April 2" 2024.
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relatives according to the judgment of the competent judicial functionary and following an
interview of the parents.

Those standards apply to post-trial detention since Eleonas Thiva Prison is a facility for convict women.
f. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
Ill-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etiota Etdikn) ExGeon 2020-2021), available in English
Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

No comments available regarding the reference period.
12.Special measures for foreign nationals
a. General measures for foreign nationals

Upon entry of newly arriving foreign nationals in Greek prisons facilities, extensive information is
provided on the rights and obligations of the prisoner and on the operation of the prison by the Director
and the Social Service. This information is provided in the language foreign prisoners can understand;

the assistance of the relevant consular authority is also possible!®®. The information received orally
includes the information reflected in the booklet "Prisoner's Alphabet" which has been published in
Greek, English and Albanian and is available in the libraries of all Prisons. It is a guide that aims to inform
prisoners in a simple and understandable way about the rules of safe living and what they are entitled
and obliged to do in prison. It contains information concerning, for example, the right to leave,
education, permitted and prohibited items and objects, temporary release, treatment (rehabilitation),
etc., as well as the basic obligations of prisoners®®.

Foreign prisoners are provided with all possible facilities to communicate with the diplomatic or
consular representatives of the state of which they hold citizenship or with other persons who, at the
discretion of the Prison Board, contribute to the normalization of the special problems created by their
detention. Prisoners from states that do not have diplomatic or consular representatives in Greece, as
well as refugees and stateless persons, can address the diplomatic representative of the state that has

undertaken their interests or any other national authority or international organization whose mission
157

is to defend these interests

155 Greece, article 24 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

156 As reported by the administration of a Greek prison, following interview conducted by telephone, on April 2"
2024.

157 Greece, article 52 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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Special measures are also taken for the education of foreign prisoners>®.Additionally EPANODOS, as

described under 7 a), the non-profit private law legal entity supervised by the Greek Ministry of Citizen
Protection is offering every yearlessons of Greek language as a second language (for foreign nationals
detainees)™® .

In practice deviation of each prison daily schedule, as provided under article 8 of the Internal Regulation

0

for the Operation of General Detention Facilities!® is very common for e.g. inmates who want to

communicate with their families in countries with different time zones or foreign inmates of different
religion (e.g. they are offered breakfast before sunrise and dinner after sunset). Additionally, in some
prison facilities, Voice over Internet Protocol (VOIP) communications between foreign prisoners and
their families is being implemented*®’.

b. Interpretation and translation

There are, as far as we can find, no publicly accessible national legislation, guidelines or policy
documents that regulate the provision of interpretation and translation services in detention for foreign
nationals. In practice, other co-inmates, who can speak and understand Greek language, are offering
those services'®.

c. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
Ill-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etiota Etdikn) ExGeon 2020-2021), available in English
Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

H CPT enavadauBavel tn ovotaon tng va 500el o€ OAOUC TOUG VEOELOEPXOUEVOUG KPATOUUEVOUC TO
eloaywyko uidadio yia t {wn oto kataotnua kpatnong. Mepatépw, ot aAdodarmoi kpatouuevol Sa
npémnet va AauBavouv mAnpowopliec o€ yAwaooa Tou KATtavoouv.

The CPT reiterates its recommendation that all newly admitted prisoners be provided with the
introductory brochure about prison life. Further, foreign-national prisoners should be provided with
information in a language they understand.

158 Greece, article 35 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

159 As reported by competent representative of EPANODOS, following interview conducted by telephone, on April
8t 2024.

160 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Aettoupyiog levikwv Kataotnuatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

161 As reported by the administration of a Greek prison, following interview conducted by telephone, on April 2"
2024.

162 As reported by the administration of a Greek prison, following interview conducted by telephone, on April 2
2024.
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Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects .

Correctional facilities fail to provide interpretation services to foreign nationals. The detainees are
usually depending on other detainees who can speak and understand Greek to communicate with the
authorities. However, in certain correctional facilities foreign nationals can learn Greek by enrolling in
special programmes. The issue remains, that such programmes are not always available and depend on
whether there is access to funds. Foreign embassies have full access to their nationals*®.

13.Special measures relating to detention of children and young adults/juvenile
detention regime!®

a. Age groups

In accordance with Article 126 of the Criminal Code®®, children from 12-15 years, do not have criminal
responsibility and cannot be sentenced to a custodial sentence, but only to reformatory or therapeutic
measures.According to articles 127 and 130(1) of the Greek Penal Code, children over the age of 15 are
detained in special juvenile detention facilities only in cases where they have committed a crime which,
if committed by a criminally responsible adult, would be a felony capable of incurring a life in prison

sentence'®®.

According to Greek Penitentiary Code, young prisoners, within the meaning of the Penitentiary Code,

are prisoners of both sexes, who have reached the age of 15 and have not reached the age of 21

(adolescents and post-adolescents)*®’.

b. General measures for detained children and young adults

Young detainees (15-21 years old and sometimes adults up to 25 years old in order to complete their
educational or vocational programmes) are held in the three autonomous detention facilities: the
Special Juvenile Detention Centre in Avlona, the Special Juvenile Detention Centre in Volos and the
Special Rural Juvenile Detention Centre in Kassaveteia.Children offenders (aged 15-18 years) are held in

163 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8% 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (0.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

164 For the purposes of these information requests, the term “children” shall mean and refer to any natural person
below the age of 18, and the term “young adult” shall mean and refer to any natural person between the age of
18 and 21.

165 Greece, Law 4619/2019 Penal Code (Mowikd¢ Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 95/11.06.2019).

166 Greece, Law 4619/2019 Penal Code (MMowvikdc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 95/11.06.2019).

167 Greece, article 12 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code(Swepoviotikdc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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the Corinth detention facility!®®. All those facilities are subject to their own internal regulations, based

on the provisions of Internal Regulation for the Operation of Special Detention Facilities®®. Detainees

beyond these age limits, are immediately transferred to prison facilities for adults!’®. There are only few

cases of adults who remain in Juvenile detention facilities, only for work, where they engage in skilled
jobs, but without contact with juveniles and young prisoners.

c. Separation from adults
As mentioned above, under 13 a) and b).
d. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
Ill-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etriowa Etdikr) EkSeon 2020-2021), available in English.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

In the context of our special competences as NPM and Deputy Ombudsperson for Children’s Rights, we
monitor consistently all issues regarding detention conditions of juveniles and minors. Our key findings
include inadequacies in the provision of social protection and psychological support services for minors

and juveniles'”?,

168 | jst with Prison Facilities in Greece, available in Greek(accessed 28 March 2024).

169 Greece, Ministerial Decision 47503 / 21.6.2005 Internal Regulation for the Operation of Special Detention
Facilities (Ymoupytkn andpacn 47503/21.6.2005 e0WTEPLKOC KAVOVIOUOC AELTOUPYIAC TWV ELSIKWY KATAOTNUATWY
kpdtnonc), available in Greek (OGG Issue B’ 889/30.6.2005).

170 Greece, article 12 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

171 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
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14.Special measures to protect detainees with disabilities or serious medical
conditions

a. Care in detention

Persons with disabilities or other serious medical conditions and persons with mental health-related
medical conditions are kept in Korydallos Special Health Centre for Prisoners and Korydallos Psychiatric
Hospital respectively, so that they get better treatment for their medical condition?”?.

Greek Penal Code regulates issues concerning the lenient treatment of elderly detainees or detainees
with disabilities or other serious medical conditions. The possibility to serve the sentence at home is
extended to detainees over the age of 70 who had sentences of temporary incarceration. It is also
compulsory to serve the sentence at home for prisoners who suffer from end-stage acquired immune
deficiency syndrome, chronic renal failure and undergo regular dialysis, resistant tuberculosis or are
qguadriplegic, cirrhosis of the liver with a disability over sixty-seven percent (67%), senile dementia or

end-stage malignant neoplasms.*”

Prisoners with disabilities enjoy a beneficial calculation for the serving of their sentences, as one day of
stay in a penitentiary facility is automatically calculated as two days, shortening thus the custodial part
of the sentence served. Currently, according to article 105b of the Penal Code, each day of detention of
prisoners who have hemiplegia or paraplegia, multiple sclerosis or have undergone a heart, liver, kidney
or bone marrow transplant operation or are carriers of the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome or
have malignant neoplasms or renal failure for which regular hemodialysis is being performed or
tuberculosis during its treatment, shall be beneficially counted as two (2) days of the suspended
sentence. The same applies to a) prisoners with a disability rate of fifty percent (50%) or more, who
cannot work, if it is judged that their stay in the detention center becomes particularly burdensome due
to their inability to take care of themselves, b) detainees with a disability rate of sixty-seven percent
(67%) or more, c) detainees who, following an opinion from a Center for the Certification of Disability
(KE.P.A.), are prohibited from undertaking work or employment that can reasonably cause serious and

permanent damage to their health. In any case, a minimum portion of the sentence must be served*’.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities

No information available. ¥’

172 Greece, articles 27 and 30 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swepoviotikd¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek
(0.G.G. Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (O.G.G. Issue A
203/27.10.2022).

173 Greece, article 105 of Law 4619/2019 Penal Code ([Mowvikéc Kbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
95/11.06.2019).

174 Greece, article 105b of Law 4619/2019 Penal Code (Mowikd¢ Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
95/11.06.2019).

175 No relevant information was given for this specific question by the representatives of the competent
directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024
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b. Reasonable accommodation and accessibility

According to the first annual report!’® on the implementation of the National Plan for the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities!’”’, actions were implemented to improve the living conditions of people with

disabilities in prison facilities; the current situation of all prisons was recorded in terms of the criterion
of accessibility, and the study for the interventions required was carried out at two levels of
implementation: upgrading the access infrastructure to the parking areas, administrative Services,
toilets and visiting area for visitors and prisoners' advocates and upgrading access infrastructure and
improving the quality of detention conditions for prisoners with disabilities themselves. Additionally,
the entire population of prisoners with any form of disability was recorded and educational actions for
prison staff were implemented.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities

c. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021 (Etnota Etdikn) ExGeon 2020-2021), available in English

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021

(2to Zweppoviotiké Kataotnuoa Nwpitag)H CPT ........ Mepaitépw, €av To KEALX QUTA TIPOKELTAL VA
xpnowornotnGouv yla tn EA0EEVio EVAAWTWY ATOUWY, CUUTEPIAQUBAVOUEVWY TWV KPATOUUEVWVY UE
OWUATIKEC AVATINPLEG, TPETIEL VA MPOCAPLOCTOUV KAl va eTLmAwoUv avdioya.

(Nigrita Prison ad hoc Visit)... The CPT recommends...... Further, if these cells are to be used for
accommodating vulnerable persons, including prisoners with physical disabilities, they must be adapted
and furnished accordingly.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects

The conditions in correctional facilities are completely unsuitable to address psychiatric incidents in-
house, so the only alternative is to transfer detainees with mental issues in the Korydallos psychiatric
hospital. It goes without saying that this alternative does not suffice. As a rule, mental health services
are provided by visiting private practitioners and we have generally remarked that mental health issues
are commonly treated by overprescribing psychiatric medication. With regard to detainees with mobility

176 Annual report on the implementation of the National Plan for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, available
in Greek (accessed April 10t" 2024).
177 National Plan for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, available in Greek (accessed April 10t 2024).

52


https://www.amea.gov.gr/action-report
https://www.amea.gov.gr/action
https://www.synigoros.gr/en/category/ethsies-ek8eseis/post/annual-special-report-2020-2021-or-national-preventive-mechanism-against-torture-and-ill-treatment
https://rm.coe.int/1680a7ce96
https://rm.coe.int/1680ac59d6
https://www.amea.gov.gr/action-report
https://www.amea.gov.gr/action

impairments, we have observed that many correctional facilities have installed proper infrastructures
over the last years’®,

15. Specific measures to protect detainees with special needs or other vulnerabilities
a. Protection of LGBTI detainees

According to the Greek Penitentiary Code, any disparate discriminatory treatment of prisoners based
on sex or gender identity or sexual orientation, is prohibited. Additionally, special treatment of prisoners
is reserved for reasons of gender identity, as long as it is done in favour of the prisoners and to serve
the individual needs arising from the situation in which they find themselves”.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

b. Protection of trans detainees

As mentioned above, under question 15 a), the penitentiary Code prohibits discrimination based on
gender or gender identity and sexual orientation and advocates special treatment for prisoners for
reasons of gender where required*®®. Furthermore, transgender women are being transferred to prison

facilities for women prisoners upon their request, which is considered on a priority basis!®.

A transgender unit at Korydallos Women’s Prison was opened in December 2021 and the transgender
female detainees who, at that time, were being held at Corfu Prison were transferred to a new separate
section. This section was renovated and adapted to create five 5 cells, with an area of 12m2 which could
offer the best possible conditions for the detention of transgender female prisoners. A built-in bed with
mattress, table, chair, new tiles and sanitary equipment were installed in the cells, while special care
was taken to ensure that each cell has its own toilet, washbasin and shower and hot water supply
throughout the year. The personal hygiene area is separated from the rest of the room by a built-in wall.
In addition, a new radiator was installed in each cell; there is a window for sufficient external natural
lighting and ventilation, in addition to the artificial internal lighting®®2.

178 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

179 Greece, article 3 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw¢poviotikd¢ Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

180 Greece, article 3 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

181 Greece, article 13 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022.

182 As reported by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an
interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.
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Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

c. Protection of other vulnerable detainees

According to the Greek Penitentiary Code, any disparate discriminatory treatment of prisoners, in
particular based on race, colour, national, ethnic or social origin, property status, disability, religious or
ideological beliefs, sex or gender identity or sexual orientation, is prohibited. Additionally, special
treatment of prisoners is reserved, when justified by their legal or factual situation, such as persons with

special needs or for religious or other beliefs or for reasons of gender identity, as long as it is done in

favour of the prisoner and to serve the individual needs arising from the situation in which he/she finds

himself/herself!®3,

In practice, the allocation of detainees, which depends on the judgment administration of each prison’s
director, within the detention facilityis taking into account various factors, including their requests to
be kept in specific cells or wards in order to live together with their fellow nationals or for reasons of
protection of their personal safety. Relationships between different ethnic or religious groups of
prisoners are also taken into account in order to minimise the risk of violent group confrontations or
conflicts®,

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

d. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etrjotax Eidikny Exdeon 2020-2021), available in
EnglishReport to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT)
from 22 November 2021 to 1 December 2021

“H CPTouviotd otic EAANVIKEG apyEC va xapaéouv oo MOALTIKY Kol KATEUBUVTHPLEG YPOUUEG YLa Th
Slaxeipton twv SLEUPUAIKWY KPATOUUEVWY, oL oroiec Ba eyyuwvtal TNV kKaAuyn twv OLlaitepwyv
QVOYKWYV TOUG, CULPWVA LE TIC TPOAVAPEPTEIOEC ap)EC”.

“The CPT recommends that the Greek authorities draw up a clear policy and guidelines for the
management of transgender prisoners which guarantees that their specific needs are catered to, in line
with the above-mentioned principles”.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

183 Greece, article 3 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

184 As verified by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an
interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.
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The Report is not available in Greek.
“The CPT recommends that the Greek authorities:

- develop a clear policy framework for transgender persons in prison in accordance with the Yogyakarta

Principles, which should include protocols on such issues as searches, use of force, staffing, healthcare
and treatment (hormone and/or gender affirming surgery) and association and access to activities
together with cisgender prisoners;

- pursue their training programmes for staff working with transgender persons;
- improve the access of transgender women to a range of purposeful activities;
- review the safety and security of the outdoor courtyard.

The Committee would also like to be informed about the support being offered to the transgender
woman potentially facing a long sentence of imprisonment and to be updated on the number of
transgender women in the unit as of 1 May 2023.”

So far, we have not investigated relevant matters'®,
16.Specific measures to address radicalisation in prisons
a. General measures to prevent radicalisation

There are, as far as we can find, no publicly accessible national legislation, guidelines or policy
documents that regulate or prevent the phenomenon or radicalization in the Greek prisons. Prison
detainees are treated according to the provisions of the basic penitentiary laws and regulations*€®.

b. Risk assessments
No information available %,
c. Training of staff

The General Secretariat of Crime Policy of the Ministry of Citizen Protection founded the School of
correctional officers (established on January 2022) and the School of external guards/ perimeter security
staff (established on January 2023), with ultimate goal their stable operation at regular time spans, i.e.

185 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8t 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

186 No relevant information was given for this specific question by the representatives of the competent
directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.

187 No relevant information was given for this specific question by the representatives of the competent
directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.
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not only as institutions of introductory education, but also lifelong learning(retraining). Some courses
taught at the School of correctional officers, are related to recognise signs of radicalization or
international risk assessment tools for radicalization and violent extremism within prison facilities!®,

d. Deradicalisation measures
No information available. 18°
e. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
lll-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etriota EiSikry ExOeon 2020-2021), available in
EnglishReport to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT)
from 22 November 2021 to 1 December 2021

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects

So far, we have not investigated relevant matters'®.
17.Inspections and monitoring

a. Inspections

The Body of Prisons Inspection and Control (S.E.E.K.K.), is an inspection special body for the proper
functioning and effective control of the prison facilities of the country, whose task is to carry out regular
and extraordinary checks to verify the conditions of detention, the performance of the duties of prison
employees, the exercise and protection of the rights of detainees, the observance of security measures
in the prisons, as well as the implementation of the provisions of the Penitentiary Code and the Rules

188 As reported by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, by email, on
April 8th 2024.

189 No relevant information was given for this specific question by the representatives of the competent
directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.

190 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8% 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
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of Operation of Prisons. SEEKK serves under the Secretary General for Crime Policy of the Ministry of

Citizen Protection .

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

b. Access to detention facilities by national authorities

The Body of Prisons Inspection and Control (S.E.E.K.K.)%?

the Greek Ombudsman as the NPM%3, are the two national authorities that have access to prison
facilities to inspect them. Additionally, the Intergroup Committee on examining the penitentiary system

, as mentioned above under question 17 a) and

and the living conditions of the detained persons is of the Greek parliament is allowed to visit, after

prior notification of the director of the prison, detention facilities!®*.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

c. Access to detention facilities by international bodies

Both delegations of the Council of Europe's Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT)* and the Greek Ombudsman as NMP® are frequently

carrying out visits to detention facilities. There is no information available as regards the access of
members of the European Parliament.

191 Greece, Law 3090/2022 Body of Inspection and Control of Prison Facilities (Swua EmBewpnong kat EAéyxou

Kataotnudtwvy Kpdtnong), available in Greek (OGG A 329/24.12.2002)

192 Greece, Law 3090/2022 Body of Inspection and Control of Prison Facilities (Zwpa EmBewpnong kat EAéyxou
Kataotnudtwv Kpdtnong), available in Greek (OGG A 329/24.12.2002)

1% The Ombudsman, under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (0.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as
National Preventive Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which
was ratified by the above law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of
his duties under Article 3 of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons, collects data through any
available means (including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations, conducts
investigations and publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

194 Greece, article 52 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

195 As verified by representative of the competent directorate of the Ministry of Citizen Protection, after an
interview conducted by telephone, on April 3™ 2024.

1% The Ombudsman, under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (0.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as
National Preventive Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which
was ratified by the above law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of
his duties under Article 3 of Law 3094/2003 (0O.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons, collects data through any
available means (including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations, conducts
investigations and publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

1% Greece, article 52 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

d. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MNoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
Ill-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021(Etriowa Etdikr) EkGeon 2020-2021), available in English.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022.

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects.

Over the last years, we have not remarked any impediments to the access provided to Greek or
international monitoring and inspection bodies*®.

18. Access to remedy

Detainees who reside in Greek prison facilities generally have the right to make requests and complaints
both orally and in written form to various administrative and judicial national and international
competent authorities.

Article 6A of the revised Penitentiary Code provides (since October 2022), for a domestic effective
remedy (and just satisfaction) for persons in prison who are held in conditions of detention that violate
the provisions of Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights!®8.If the infringement of

national standards for detention conditions of detainees, pre-trial or convicts, in prison facilities offends
human dignity, the prisoners may appeal to the Criminal Court (Court for the Execution of Sentences)
mentioned in article 86 of the penitentiary code®®. The appeal is made in writing to the Secretariat of

197 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8t 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

198 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

199 Greece, article 86 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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the Court of Execution of Sentences or to the Director of the relevant prison facility. The Court shall
decide on the appeal no later than within thirty (30) days of its application and its decision shall be
executed immediately. If the appeal is accepted, the Court of Execution of Sentences shall order any
appropriate measure at its discretion, to ensure compliance with the rules of living conditions of the
applicant- detainee within the same facility, such as the change of the place of detention and if the
implementation of such measures is not possible, (the Court of Execution of Sentences) orders the
transfer to the prison hospital or another public hospital or the priority transfer of the applicant to
another prison facility in accordance with paragraph of article 72 of the penitentiary code?®. The

directors of the prison facility shall comply without delay with the decisions of the Court of Execution of
Sentences.

In any case, the Court of Execution of Sentences may adjudicate, if a relevant request is submitted by
the applicant- detainee, monetary compensation for the moral damage suffered, the amount of which
is defined from five (5) to thirty (30) euros per day of violation, depending on the gravity of the breach
and beneficial calculation of the applicant- detainee sentence.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

a. Legal assistance

The prison facility public prosecutor, who is a kind of “judge for the execution of sentences”, is
competent for legal counselling, independently of the prisoners’ financial status. Moreover, prisoners
with are financially weak can apply for free legal aid®®* so that a lawyer is appointed ex officio, submitting

together supportive documents such as a tax return, certificate of payment for welfare or
unemployment benefits, minutes from court decisions proving that they were tried without a lawyer,
that they were not able to pay any fines or convert sentences into fines, etc.

All kinds of communication between detainees and their legal advisers — by telephone, correspondence,

or in- person communication — are strictly confidentialas mentioned in the penitentiary code?®, Legal

visits take place under visual (not acoustic) control.

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

b. Request and complaints

Except the procedure explained under question 18. a) (effective remedy and just satisfaction) , a report
in writing to the Prison Council and then an appeal against the Council’s decision to the Court of
Execution of Sentences is a remedy that prison detainees can exercise against violations of the

200 Greece, article 72 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw@poviotikoc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

201 Greece, Law 3226/2004 Provision of legal aid to low-income citizens (Mapoxn vopki¢ BornBelag oe moAiteg
xapunAoU eloodnpatoc), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 24/04.02.2004).

202 Greece, article 53 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swgpoviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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penitentiary code that concern them individually, according to article 6 of the Penitentiary Code?®. In

case of anillegal act against them or an illegal order, detainees have the right to report in writing, within
a reasonable time, to the Prison Council. Within fifteen days from service of the decision rejecting their
request, or one month from submission of the report where no decision has been issued, detainees shall
have the right to appeal to the Court of Execution of Sentences. If this court grants the appeal on the
merits, it shall annul the effects of the illegal act or order. Moreover, the competent service of the
Ministry of Citizen Protection, which monitors the operation of the prison facility and is responsible
for the immediate application of the decision to the Prison Council, revokes the illegal action and
satisfies the request of the detainee proceeding with an investigation of the parties responsible.
Finally, the administration of the establishment is under the obligation to forward, within a three
day period, any report or letter by a prisoner addressed to a state authority (e.g the Greek
Ombudsman?®) or international organization, without becoming informed of its contents. A special
protocol registry is kept to this effect.

Additionally, Articles 25 and 31 of the Internal Regulation for the Operation of General Detention
205

Facilities®® grant any detainee the right to lodge a complaint regarding the conditions of detention
before the prison authorities and in particular the public prosecutor (supervisor) of the prison. If the

complaint is rejected, detainees may challenge this decision under articles 6 and 86 of Penitentiary

Code?® before the competent enforcement tribunal.

It is finally noted that detainees can request their transfer to another prison, according to articles 72
and 73 of the Penitentiary Code?” and in case the request for transfer is rejected for substantial reasons

for the second consecutive time, they can appeal against the decision of the Central Transfers’
Committee (K.E.M.) to the Court of Execution of Sentenceswhich meets as a Council within 10 days from
the notification of the rejection decision.

National law also provides additional facilitations, as it allows to detainees to make their complaints
before the competent public prosecutor, under article 567 of the Code of Penal Procedure?®.The public
prosecutor is required to visit the prison once a week and monitors the treatment of detainees, the

203 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

204 A detainee can also appeal to the Ombudsman, who, under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (0.G.G Issue A
7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the
General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above law. The Ombudsman, as National
Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3 of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A
10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means (including through visits, interviews and
photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and publishes reports, according to the
relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

205 Greece, Ministerial Decision 58819/2003 Internal Regulation for the Operation of A and B type General
Detention Facilities (Eowteptkog Kavoviouoc Asitoupyioag levikwv Kataotnudatwv Kpatnong tumou A' kat B'),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue B 463/17.04.2003).

206 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

207 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

208 Greece, Law 4620/2019 Penal Code (Kwéikac Motwvikri¢ Atkovouioc), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
96/11.06.2019).
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execution of sentences and the implementation of security measures of the facility. Those standards
apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison facilities.

c. Independent authority

Detainees can also appeal to the Independent authority of the Greek Ombudsman, who, under Article
2 of Law 4228/2014%%°, has been desighated as National Preventive Mechanism under the Optional

Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the

abovementioned law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of
210,

his duties**%visits prisons, collects data through any available means (including through visits, interviews
and photographs, orders expert examinations, conducts investigations and publishes reports, according
to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

The administration of the establishment is under the obligation to forward, within a three day
period, any report or letter by a prisoner addressed to a state authority (e.g. the Greek

Ombudsman?'!) or international organization, without becoming informed of its contents. A special
t.212

protocol registry is kept to this effec

Those standards apply for pre-trial and post-trial detention and all the detention regimes in prison
facilities.

d. NPM assessment

The Greek Ombudsman (Zuvriyopog tou MoAitn), National Preventive Mechanism Against Torture and
Ill-Treatment, Annual Special Report 2020-2021 (Etrjowa Etbikn ExGeon 2020-2021), available in English
Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 22
November 2021 to 1 December 2021.

209 Greece, Law 4228/2014 Ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment by the United Nations General Assembly (Kupwaon tou
Mpoatpetikov MpwtokoAdou otn SUuBaon kata twv Bacaviotnpiwv kat cAAwv poppwv okAnpric, aravipwnng n
TAMEVWTLIKIC UETAXEIPLONG N TiuwpiaG TNGlevikng Zuvédevong twv Hvwuévwy EBvwv), available in Greek (0.G.G
Issue A 7/10.1.2014).

210 Greece, Law 3094/2003 Ombudsman and other provisions (Suviiyopo¢ tou [loAitn kat dAAe¢ Siatdéec),
available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 10/22.01.2003).

211 A detainee can also appeal to the Ombudsman, who, under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (0.G.G Issue A
7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the
General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above law. The Ombudsman, as National
Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3 of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A
10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means (including through visits, interviews and
photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and publishes reports, according to the
relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

212 Greece, article 6 of Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Sw¢poviotikdc Kwbikac), available in Greek (0.G.G.
Issue A 290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).
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Awadikaoieg uTtOBOAN G KaTayYEALWVY

A&V UTTAPYEL OKOUN KATAAANAO OUOTNUO ECWTEPIKWY KATAYYEALWY OTO OWEQPOVIOTIKO oUOTNUA. T
KOTOOTAUATO KPATNONC TTOU ETILOKEQPTNKAUE, Ol KOATOUUEVOL Umopouoav va urtoB8aAdouv atthiuata (1
napamnova) yla SLAEPOPEC UMNPECIEC CUUTANPWVOVTAC E€va XapTi Kal TOMOUETWVTAG TO Of Eva
KAELOWUEVO KOUTI OTIC MTEPUYEC. QOTO00, SEV UTHPXE 0aQ¢ MOALTIKN ToU vo puBuilel To ouoTnua
TAPATIOVWY, UE XPOVOSLOYPAUUATA YLX TIC ATTAVTHOELG KAl SUVATOTNTEG TTPOCPUYIC OE AVWTEPO OPYaVO
O€ MEPIMTWON amdppLPne Tou MAPATTOvou, i aKOUn Kol 1Tolo¢ Jda EMPETE va eival urtevduvog yla
OlEPEUVNON EVOC TMOPAmOvou, ELSIKA av a@opouds Tov OSlevduvty nj tov apxlpUdaka. OUTE
KOTOypa@ovtay ta mapamova oUTE yLvoTaV MPooTadela va OUYKEVTPWIoUV OTATIOTIKA OTOLYE(a YLo
TOUG SLAPOPOUC TUTTOUC APATTOVWY IToU Ga WITopoUcaV Vo AIOTEAECOUV TANPOPOPIEC yLa TNV TTOALTIKN
TWV KATAOTNUATWY KPATNONG.

H CPT emavaAauBaver Ot mpémet va telel O epapuoyn eva KaATdAANAo €0WTEPIKO oUOTHUN
TOPAMOVWY, ylo MUPASELYUA, Ol KpATOUUEVOL Ba EmMpemne va umopouv va umoBaAdouv ypanta
Topamova avd TAoH OTIYUN) Kol Vo Ta TOMOUETOUV O Eva KAELOWUEVO KOUTI MopamovwVv oOTo
KEPAAOOKOAO TOU KATAOTNUATOG KpaTnong (ta evruna Ja Eémpene va givat eAsudspa Stadéoiua), oAa
Ta ypantd napanova Ja EMPENE VA KATAYPAPOVTOL KEVTPLKA EVTOC TOU KATAOTHATOC KOATNONG TTPLV
Statedouv o€ ula oUYKEKPLUEVN ultnpeaia yia dlepevvnaon 1 mapakoAovdnon. Ze kade nepintwon, n
Olepevvnon mpénet va Sie€ayetal ypnyopo (UE aUTIOAOYNUEVEG TUXOV KAJUOTEPNOEIC) Kol Ol
KPOTOULEVOL MPETIEL VO EVNUELWVOVTAL EVTOC CAPWE KATOPLOUEVWVY XPOVIKWYV TTEPLOSWV yLa Ta LUETPX
ToU AauBavovtal yla TNV QVTIUETWITLON TOU TPoBANUATO¢ TOUC 1 yla Touc AGyous rmou Bewpoulv OTL N
katayyedia dev eivar Sikatodoynuévn. EmumAéov, Sa MPEMEL va TNPOUVTOL OTATLOTIKY OTOLYELQ OXETIKA
UE Ta €i6n TwV mapamovwy mou unoBaAdovratl w¢ Seiktn¢ yia ™ Stoayeipton twv nediwv SucapEokeLag
EVTOC TOU KaTAOTAUATOC Kpatnang. Quatka, ot owpoviotikol urtdAinAot Ba ripémnet va evdappuvovrat
ko va eEouotobotouvtal oTo UETPO TOU SUVATOU Vo EMIAUOUV oL (810l Ta TP Amova Kal 1OVOo OTaV oUTO
Sev gival buvato Ga npémnel va mpowVeital n mpoo@uyn o€ ypantn Stadikaoia.

H CPT enavadauBavel tn ouoTach tnG mpog Ti¢ EAANVIKEC APXEC va ELOAYAYOUV Eva EMioNUO oUOTNU
katayyeAlwv o OAa ta eAAnVikd kataoTAUATo Kpdtnong, AauBavovrac umoyn TIC MApAnavw
napatnpnoslg.

Complaints procedures

There is still no proper system of internal complaints available within the prison system. In the prisons
visited, inmates could make requests (or complaints) for various services by filling out a paper and
placing it in a locked box on the wings. However, there was no clear policy regulating the complaints
system, with timelines for responses and possibilities to appeal to a higher body if the complaint was
rejected, or even who should be responsible for investigating a complaint, especially if it concerned the
Director or Chief Guard. Nor were the complaints recorded or any attempt made to compile statistics on
the various types of complaints which might inform prison policy.

The CPT repeats that a proper internal complaints system needs to be put in place; for example, prisoners
ought to be able to make written complaints at any moment and place them in a locked complaints box
on a prison landing (forms should be freely available); all written complaints should be registered
centrally within the prison before being allocated to a particular service for investigation or follow-up. In
all cases, the investigation should be carried out expeditiously (with any delays justified) and prisoners
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should be informed within clearly defined time periods of the action taken to address their concern or of
the reasons for considering the complaint not justified. In addition, statistics on the types of complaints
made should be kept as an indicator to management of areas of discontent within the prison. Of course,
prison officers should be encouraged and empowered as far as possible to resolve complaints themselves
and only where this is not possible should recourse to a written procedure be promoted.

The CPT reiterates its recommendation that the Greek authorities introduce a formal system of
complaints in all Greek prisons, taking into account the above remarks.

Report to the Greek Government on the ad hoc visit to Greece carried out by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) from 8 to 11
November 2022

No relevant recommendations are available regarding these aspects

The Ombudsman has welcomed the addition of provision 6A of the Greek Penitentiary Code which has
introduced a complaint procedure against poor detention conditions. What must be examined is the
extent to which its implementation contributes to the overall improvement of detention. In that light,
the Ombudsman is in no position to confirm the effectiveness of the provision. What seems to be critical
and most difficult to resolve in this procedure is the question of proof. As is the case so far, the plaintiffs’
claims are dismissed as indefinite as they cannot be fully supported by evidence, whereas the
administration’s claims are deemed by definition to be true without any further examination (e.g. expert
testimonies). As a result, complaints are dismissed solely by appealing to the evidence submitted by the
administration without considering the imbalance of power between the administration and the
plaintiffs. The administration’s appeal to the inherent weaknesses of the Greek penitentiary system may
be valid in certain cases but cannot be invoked at the expense of the detainees. Such is the case, when
the administration claims that it cannot prove the exact period of a detainee’s incarceration in a specific
prison. The submitted evidence is in most cases inadequate and its evaluation is at times selective.
Considering the rulings that have been officially notified to the Ombudsman, in numerous cases a
complaint’s dismissal is justified on the grounds that specific damage or endangerment was not proved.
There are also numerous cases in which the admissibility of the complaint was dismissed on the grounds
that the poor detention conditions lasted only for a short period of time, a criterion which was never
introduced by the legislator. Finally, in some cases the plaintiff’s claims were assessed solely by
implementing the national legislation and ignoring the relevant EU or international legislation. Without
commenting on specific case law, the Ombudsman remarks that rulings are often excessively strict and
numerous times grounded on purely arithmetic criteria such as the square meters, while failing to
consider other factors for the assessment of the prison detention conditions, e.g. the detainee’s out-of-
cell time, hygiene conditions, participation to education and training programmes, etc. The effectiveness
and the prospects of the implementation of article 6A of the Greek Penitentiary Code can only be
assessed considering the Greek penitentiary context and the penal treatment in a broad sense. This
domestic remedy is a necessary but not adequate measure to improve detention conditions in general,
which often do not fulfill the requirements set out by the law and thus raise concerns regarding the
violation of article 3 of the European Convention of Human Rights regarding the prohibition of torture.
The State’s priority should be to ensure, by avoiding frequent legislation amendments, that prisons
function in @ manner which guarantees that detention conditions are in line with the Greek Penitentiary
Code as well as with the numerous European and International texts which set the main rules for the
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treatment of detainees. Short-term, nonsystematic, frequent and isolated interventions have not

contributed to ameliorating the overall function of penitentiary establishments®3,

Part Il: National case-law

As mentioned under 18 (access to remedy) of Part |, article 6A of the revised Greek Penitentiary Code
214

entitled «application by detainees concerning their detention conditions and just satisfaction»

provides (since October 2022), that if the violation of the rules establishing the living conditions of
prisoners , as these are stipulated in the Penitentiary Code, in article 3 of the European Convention on
Human Rights and in other International Law rules regarding prisoners' treatment, offends human
dignity, the prisoner is entitled to apply to the competent Enforcement Tribunal (Judicial Council

enshrined in article 86 of the Penitentiary Code?*®).

Since no relevant national case- law is publicly available, an information request?'® was submitted to the
Greek Ombudsman as the judicial decisions adopted under the new above mentioned provision shall be
notified to this Authority. The Greek Ombudsman, under article 2 of Law 4228/2014?Y, has been also
designated as National Preventive Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General
Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the abovementioned law. The Authority provided
us with the undermentioned information:

Article 8 of Law 4985/2022 introduced into Greek legislation the new provision 6A of the Penitentiary
Code for the protection of prisoners from general detention conditions, which was activated in 2023.
According to this provision, the relevant judicial decisions of the Judicial Councils which examine the
appeals of the prisoners are notified to the Ombudsman under the responsibility of the Ministry of Citizen
Protection, without any further competence of the Independent Authority being foreseen. This
enactment was seen from the beginning as a promising method in a two-way direction, i.e. with the aim
not only of preventing convictions by the European Court of Human Rights by providing for an effective

213 Consultation conducted with members of the Greek Ombudsman on April 8t 2024. The Ombudsman, who,
under Article 2 of Law 4228/2014 (O.G.G Issue A 7/10.1.2014), has been designated as National Preventive
Mechanism under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was ratified by the above
law. The Ombudsman, as National Preventive Mechanism, as well as in the exercise of his duties under Article 3
of Law 3094/2003 (0.G.G. Issue A 10/22.1.2003), visits prisons; collects data through any available means
(including through visits, interviews and photographs); orders expert examinations; conducts investigations and
publishes reports, according to the relevant provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

214 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwdikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

215 Greece, Law 2776/1999 Penitentiary Code (Swqpoviotikéc Kwébikac), available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A
290/24.12.1999), as revised with Law 4985/2022, available in Greek (0.G.G. Issue A 203/27.10.2022).

216 Information request submitted to the Greek Ombudsman by letter, on June 6™ 2024. The Authority’s answer
was obtained, in writing, on June 25% 2024,

217 Greece, Law 4228/2014 Ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment by the United Nations General Assembly (Kupwan tou
Mpoatpetikov MpwtokoAAou otn ZuuBaon kartatwv Baoaviotnpiwy kat dAAwv popewv okAnpng, aravipwnng n
TAMEWVWTLIKIC UETO)XEIPLONG N Tiuwplac tne Mevikng Suvédeuon¢ twv Hvwuévwy EBvwy), available in Greek (0.G.G
Issue A 7/10.1.2014).
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remedy, but also of promoting the substantial improvement of detention conditions regarding both
individual cases of the applicants and more broadly.

It is noted that as being cited in no. 8/2024 circular of the Prosecutor of the Supreme Court?® according

to the submitted data by the competent General Secretariat of Anti-Crime Policy of the Ministry of Citizen
Protection, on 01.05.2024, from the date of this provision’s entry into force (27.10.2022) until 15.04.2024
a total amount of 197 judicial decisions have been issued on individual and group appeals of article 6A,
of which 98 rejected and only 4 accepted the appeals of the prisoners (all judicial decisions are of Larissa
Judicial Council of First Instance and more specifically nos. 532/23, 132/24, 137/24 and 184/24, which
concern the Larissa Prison Facility)?*°, while it is pointed out that among the 15 Prisons, where no appeals
have been submitted up to 15.04.2024, Korydallos Il Prison and the Korydallos Psychiatric Hospital are

included.

The Ombudsman has been notified, at present, of 88 decisions. On the basis of the picture that emerges
so far from a perusal of these opinions, together with the data presented in the relevant Circular No.
8/2023 of the Supreme Court's Public Prosecutor's Office, the Ombudsman is not in a position to
ascertain the success of the new provision. The Ombudsman's finding is not limited to the statistical fact
of the large number of rejected petitions, as this could be attributed to procedural obstacles such as the
conditions of admissibility or local jurisdiction that seem to be of concern. Such obstacles could be
attributed to legitimate shortcomings or malfunctions of an initial period of adaptation, and could
therefore be gradually reduced by internal circulars, such as the above-mentioned as well as a previous
one, aiming at harmonising case-law, or by continuously improving the information available®*? to legal

practitioners. In terms of procedure, the issue of proving the detainees' allegations appears to be more
crucial and complex to resolve. However, the impression that emerges from the initial reading of the
decisions as regards the approach to the substantive issues is even more worrying. Indicatively, there are
numerous cases in which the limited duration of the poor detention conditions, a criterion which is by no
means envisaged in the law, has been taken into account to the detriment of the merits of the appeal.
Furthermore, a simple reading of the decisions easily leads to the conclusion that the judges' stringency
is exhausted in these judgments, which often focus on purely numerical criteria (square metres), while
quite often there is a lack of consideration of other factors that must be taken into account when
assessing the conditions of detention in prison, such as any free time the prisoner may have outside the
cell, hygiene conditions, participation in education and training programmes, etc. It is reiterated that the
above findings are the result of a simple perusal of the decisions notified to the Ombudsman. Although
further in-depth examination of them is being planned, it does not appear possible at present to initiate
an investigation and, therefore, it is not possible to provide the specific detailed information requested
in your letter, beyond what is set out in this document.

218 Circular 8/2024 of May 2" 2024, available in Greek.

219 The Greek Ombudsman has been notified with no. 532/23 and 184/24 decisions. In these, the Council partially
accepts the prisoners’ appeal and awards to them the minimal compensation of the beneficial calculation of the
penalty by 29 and 11 days respectively, in the Authority’s opinion.

220 Circular 3/2023 of January 18™ 2023, available in Greek.
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