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Heads of Justice and Home Affairs agencies —
joint statement on the occasion of the 25" Anniversary of the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union

The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (‘the Charter’) was solemnly proclaimed by
the European Parliament, the EU Council and the European Commission on 7 December 2000 and
entered into force on 1 December 2009. The Charter sets out the full range of civil, political, economic,
and social rights of people in the EU.

The Charter legally binds all institutions, bodies, offices and agencies of the European Union. The
Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) agencies have a key role in upholding and promoting rights and
principles enshrined in the Charter.

In their 2015 and 2019 joint statements, the EU JHA agencies affirmed their commitment to
fundamental rights in their internal and external activities.

In recent years, Europe has witnessed deeply concerning threats to the rule of law and a growing
backlash against fundamental rights. The spread of anti-gender and anti-equality rhetoric undermines
the very foundations of human dignity, equality, and the rule of law - posing a serious threat to the
protection and advancement of human rights and democratic values across our societies.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/treaty/char_2012/oj
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/joint_statement_-_10th_anniversary_eu_statement_fundamental_rights_version_for_final_endorsement.pdf

As we mark the 25" anniversary of the proclamation of the Charter, the JHA agencies reaffirm their
unwavering commitment to defending these shared values. Guided by the Charter and in light of
current challenges, the JHA agencies pledge to intensify their joint efforts to:

1. Uphold and actively promote fundamental rights as a guiding principle in all their activities;

2. Intensify efforts to raise awareness of fundamental rights as enshrined in EU law, especially the
Charter, including by enhancing training and support for agency staff;

3. Strengthen the integration of fundamental rights and gender equality in their business
activities, with particular attention to inclusion and workplace diversity (in line with Articles 20,
21, 22, 23, and 26 of the EU Charter);

4. Ensure that respect for the Charter is systematically reflected in all actions;

5. Deepen cooperation within the network of JHA agencies by exchanging practices and
experiences to reinforce the Charter’s application across the JHA field.
Mailis Pukonen, Head of Strategic Planning and Directorate Unit (CEPOL)
Carlien Scheele, Director of the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE)
Nina Gregori, Executive Director of the European Union Agency for Asylum (EUAA)
Alexis Goosdeel, Executive Director of the European Union Drugs Agency (EUDA)

Tillmann Keber, Executive Director of the European Agency for the operational management of large-
scale IT systems in the area of freedom, security and justice (eu-LISA)

Michael Schmid, President of the European Union Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation (EUROJUST)

Catherine De Bolle, Executive Director of the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement
Cooperation (EUROPOL)

Sirpa Rautio, Director of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA)

Hans Leijtens, Executive Director of the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex)

Done in Vienna, 5 December 2025



