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This community summary forms part of FRA’s Local Engagement for Roma
Inclusion (LERI) project. LERI is a qualitative action research project under FRA's
multi-annual Roma Programme. It was developed in response to the European
Commission’s Communication on an EU Framework for National Roma Integration
Strategies up to 2020. LERI brings together local authorities and residents, in particular
Roma, to investigate how they can best be involved in Roma integration actions, and
identify which aspects of these actions work, which do not, and why. The aim of the
project is to facilitate the engagement of all local stakeholders, including Roma, in joint
efforts to enable Roma inclusion. The experience gained and the lessons learned during
the process will help improve the design, implementation and monitoring of Roma
integration policies and actions at the local level.

LERI is the first FRA project to test participatory action research methodology. By
identifying the key factors that lead to the success or failure of local integration
activities, the project is helping to improve the planning of effective integration
programmes for the future. At the same time, facilitating engagement at local level
empowers all those involved, building their capacity to participate as equal partners
with local administrations and civil society, and enabling a shared understanding of
which measures need to be taken and how their implementation can be monitored. The
project is being carried out in 21 localities across 11 EU Member States (Bulgaria, the
Czech Republic, Finland, France, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Romania, Slovakia, Spain and
the United Kingdom).

LOCALITIES

Pavlikeni, Bulgaria

Stara Zagora, Bulgaria

Brno, Czech Republic

Sokolov, Czech Republic
Helsinki, Finland
Jyvaskyla, Finland
Lille Metropole, France
Strasbourg, France
Aghia Varvara, Greece
Megara, Greece
Besence, Hungary
Matraverebély, Hungary
Mantova, Italy
Bologna, Italy
Aiud, Romania
Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Hrabusice, Slovakia
Rakytnik, Slovakia
Cordoba, Spain
Madrid, Spain
Medway, UK


http://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2013/multi-annual-roma-programme
http://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2013/multi-annual-roma-programme
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/roma/eu-framework/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/roma/eu-framework/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/files/roma_communication2015_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/files/roma_communication2015_en.pdf

Local Engagement for Roma Inclusion (LERI)

Hrabusice, Slovakia

Overview of the country context

Roma are the second largest minority
group in Slovakia after the Hungarian
minority. Although only 2% of the
population declared Roma as their
ethnicity in the 2011 Census,! according
to data from a socio-graphic mapping of
Roma communities in 2013, the number
of Roma is close to 403,000 or 7.45% of
the total population.2

Findings of the Atlas of Roma
communities 2013 show that the living
conditions of Roma are very
heterogeneous.? Approximately half of
Slovakia’s Roma or 46% live in integrated
areas with the mainstream population.
Another 13% (52,000) live in
concentrated urban areas, 24% (96,000)
in settlements located on the fringes of
villages and 17% (69,000) live in one of
the 231 segregated settlements scattered
around 195 municipalities. The majority
of segregated Roma settlements are
located in Eastern and Central Slovakia,

! Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic (2015),
The 2011 population and housing changes: Facts
about changes in the life of the Slovak population,
December 2015, p.77, available at:
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/bi/hZ
HJcgNAEES xR8g082uY6NmMNWCWZr0QgLCExCYh
QObrh5nxZ2Q721Kkg4mVUZCaVUjGVdvicn JH3Xd5
8 tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7gr-HgAUbKGwWA-
GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTCORERWTcuHwqC-
yiD0gnMogazZk30qigZx5IpEcJp6LnO5SRCg2RKKE7I2
01Vg2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcltDFvLDcoTnbmcgH1
HgJ44591LTIFL9dkZdB-

6udm rzGSle hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPU
c8rliT55s4VbXW5PaWIifGoTm9vHx5 sHUfzKLgPQPcl
CRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojVivg2ovygo5I
NFb5990ZThIoBm mXzOFfr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEP]
IINZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqgy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKSON
HpG8ggOrpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-
5pZtupk]JSDhPu_dY7CIUmrg6voY4ficil SRc2IMZEidi
6re0J2HWOZg4tvshilQhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa
2x1XQp9IglikKw7BPn-cR-
BTB7Sw6TIQMGarVzfV7X195084sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ
-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfImIYSLIudQxvMJu-
JOF7RL0ODpiA4!/dI4/d5/L2dBISEVZOFBISO9nQSEh/
(All hyperlinks were accessed on 23 February
2016)

2 Ministry of the Interior (2013), Atlas of Roma
Communities 2013 (Atlas rémskych komunit na
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specifically in the region of KoSice,
Presov, and Banska Bystrica.

In general, Roma are considered the most
vulnerable population group in Slovakia
that is affected by poverty, social
exclusion and discrimination. As many
Roma live in Slovakia’s marginalised
regions, they face “double
marginalisation”. According to the
findings of the 2011 FRA Roma Survey,
only 15% of Roma in Slovakia completed
secondary school education or higher,
compared to 79% of the non-Roma
population living in close proximity.*
Moreover, 18% of Roma men and 24% of
Roma women were in some form of
employment while employment rates
among the non-Roma men and women
living in close proximity were 59% and
46%, respectively. These results include
the total number of respondents engaged
in full-time, part-time, and ad-hoc jobs as
well as self-employment.> Approximately
half of the Roma households surveyed
received material need benefits and two
thirds received childcare allowances and
family benefits.® Besides unfavourable

Slovensku 2013), available at:
www.romadecade.org/cms/upload/file/9653 file2
atlas-romadecade.pdf

3 The Atlas of Roma Communities is the joint
project of the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social
Affairs and the UNDP, aimed to map and monitor
the living conditions of Roma population in
Slovakia. The research was first conducted in 2004
and then repeated in 2013. The results are
available at: www.employment.gov.sk/sk/rodina-
socialna-pomoc/socialne-sluzby/socialne-vylucene-
spolocenstva/dokumenty.html

4 European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
(FRA) (2012), The situation of Roma in 11 EU
Member States: Survey results at a glance,
available at:
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2012/situation
-roma-11-eu-member-states-survey-results-glance
5 European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
(FRA) (2012), The situation of Roma in 11 EU
Member States: Survey results at a glance,
available at:
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2012/situation
-roma-11-eu-member-states-survey-results-glance

6 UNDP/World Bank/European Commission
Regional Roma survey (2011), Roma data,
available at:
http://www.eurasia.undp.org/content/rbec/en/hom
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https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://slovak.statistics.sk/wps/portal/!ut/p/b1/hZHJcqNAEES_xR8g082uY6NmNWCWZr0QgLCExCYhQObrh5nxZQ721Kkq4mVUZCaVUjGVdvlcn_JH3Xd58_tO-cwVdFGSIAJA4DDQjQC7qr-HgAUbkGwA-GYQ-Fcv2p4MdIIc1TPYTc9RERWTcuHwqC-yjD0gnMoqaZk30qigZx5lpEcJp6LnO5RCg2RKKE7l2O1Vq2xTXpvyvLQnNMJu6nJzcItDFvLDcoTnbmcqH1HgJ44591LTJFL9dkZdB-6udm_rzGS1e_hkC3rOwohT1tt5dN91JIPEge31YPUc8rIiT5s4VbXW5PaWlifGoTm9vHx5_sHUfzKLqPQPclCRxgomAKKpckBHWuDtXYYBiPkCfojV1vq2ovyqo5INFb5990ZThIoBm_mXz0Ffr6t3EVxgYZUh8gLhGtEPjIlNZEhsz7axYUMcAR8Hqy1faV8eofUwnWPoBRKS0NHpG8qg0rpoX5eyfQWvkBYFnqUhK-5pZtupkJSDhPu_dY7CIUmrq6voY4fici1SRc2lMZEidi6reOJ2HwOZq4tvshi1QhGe8srnHu2i0RV7uiXNzkWa2xlXQp9IqIiKw7BPn-cR-BTB7Sw6TlQMGarVzfV7XJ95O84sYBcwTW7HIrKDZ-XcrXoJ-HSibfo2zCG-8ccuiBfJmlYSLludQxvMJu-JOF7RL0DpiA4!/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
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economic and social conditions, Roma
face racism and ethnic discrimination.
Racist and anti-Roma discourse is still
common among mainstream politicians in
Slovakia. In addition, Anti-Roma
sentiments often surface in the media.”

The Office of the Plenipotentiary for the
Roma Communities is in charge of Roma
integration policies and issues. This office
operates under the auspices of the
Ministry of the Interior of the Slovak
Republic and is meant to act as an
advisory body for the government.

The improvement of the quality of life in
marginalised Roma communities is the
subject of two measures of the new EU
Co-funded Human Resources Operational
Programme with a total allocation of €450
million for the period 2014 - 2020. These
measures, which explicitly target the
Roma are derived from the National
Roma Integration Strategy.® The National
Roma Integration Strategy was approved
by the Slovak government in 2012 and
represents a key document for Roma
inclusion in Slovakia.®

Locality background information

Hrabusice is one of the “entry gates” to
an attractive and well-known natural
reserve in the North-Eastern part of
Slovakia. However, Hrabusice is located
in the region Spis, which is known for its
high rates of unemployment and poverty.
Employment opportunities in the village
are limited to summer tourism (e.g.
accommodation facilities and a horse-
riding centre) and small wood-processing
companies. Despite its high potential for
tourism, Hrabusice is located in the
proximity of other tourist destinations
with better infrastructure and a variety of
services, such as ski parks, spa centres

e/ourwork/sustainable-development/development-
planning-and-inclusive-sustainable-growth/roma-
in-central-and-southeast-europe/roma-data.html

7 Council of Europe, European Commission against
Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) (2014). ECRI
Report on Slovakia (fifth monitoring cycle),
Strasbourg, Council of Europe, 16 September
2014, available at
www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-
country/Slovakia/SVK-CbC-V-2014-037-ENG.pdf
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and a wide offer of accommodation
services.

The presence of Roma in the village has
been documented since 1827. Nowadays
they make up 40% of the village's total
population counting approximately 2,400
inhabitants.!® The situation in Hrabusice
is not typical for Eastern Slovakia. The
Roma population in the village is socially
stratified. Only a small part of the local
Roma face extreme poverty and social
exclusion while middle-class Roma are
active in local politics, social and business
life. Unlike the general trend of growing
anti-Gypsyism in Slovakia, the interaction
between Roma and non-Roma
populations in HrabusSice tends to be
smooth and cooperative.

However, the village is located close to
one of the most marginalised Roma
communities in the region. The proximity
of the fully segregated Roma community
of Letanovce is perceived as a threat by
both Roma and non-Roma in Hrabusice
and they avoid any communication or
interaction with this community.

View of the
neighbourhood in Hrabusice.

segregated  Roma

8 Slovakia, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and
Family (2014), Operational programme Human
Resources for the programming period 2014-2020,
available at: www.minv.sk/?operational-
programme-human-resources

° European Commission (2012), Slovak national
strategy for Roma integration, available at:
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/discrimination/roma-
integration/slovakia/national-

strategy/national en.htm

10 Hrabusice, Local chronicle.
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The biggest issue in Hrabusice is the high
level of unemployment, which
significantly affects the Roma
community. Dropout rates of Romani
students in secondary school education
are also higher than among the non-
Roma, which further worsens their
employment prospects. Some Roma
families also lack decent housing. Young
people have limited opportunities for
meaningful leisure activities and tend to
be wvulnerable to marginalization and
antisocial behaviour.

Acknowledging these challenges, the
local government of HrabusSice has been
actively developing various local
development and social inclusion
initiatives. The local government
developed a local strategy including a
comprehensive approach to the
integration of marginalised Roma. Some
of the proposed projects have already
been successfully implemented - such as
social fieldwork, the extension of the local
kindergarten, engagement with health
assistants, the development of local
tourism and several employment
initiatives.

Objectives and thematic focus of the
LERI project

During the first needs assessment phase,
we conducted interviews and focus group
discussions with the members of the local
community, which helped in identifying a
series of core needs and development
goals. Some of these confirmed the
accuracy of the local Roma inclusion
strategy, but others went beyond and
generated interesting ideas, which could
complement the Ilocal government’s
plans. These ideas could be realised in the
future with the active participation of
Roma.

In line with the issues and needs
articulated by the locals, the LERI project
will focus on employment, community
empowerment and capacity building.
Initiatives in these areas can help
empower local inhabitants, particularly
Roma, in order to actively participate in
planning and implementing projects that
address the need for local development
and social inclusion.
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The establishment of a social enterprise
will create job opportunities and help
advance other initiatives, such as
construction works, tourism and waste
management. Community
empowerment, including capacity
building and youth participation, will
encourage local inhabitants to generate
new ideas for the improvement of their
lives and will help them realise these on
their own or with the support of the local
government.

Through small local activities, the LERI
project aims to contribute to Roma’s
participation in local development and
build a more positive climate and
cooperation between the communities.

Activities implemented and actors
involved in the needs assessment
phase

As part of the LERI pilot project, a
continuous participative needs
assessment was launched. The main
partners of the project are the local
government and EVIKA (a local NGO) but
young people, teachers and other
inhabitants are also consulted. The aim is
to involve them into the activities planned
within the LERI project or organised by
the municipality. Local inhabitants have
expressed their will to strengthen their
capacities in project planning,
development and management. In
response, capacity building training was
organised in November 2015 enabling
local inhabitants to generate ideas and
prepare small community projects.

Local inhabitants have decided to
concentrate on the creation of an outdoor
community-meeting place, which will
serve for recreation, leisure activities of
children and youth and for social and
cultural events. The LERI project will
assist local inhabitants in negotiations
with the local authorities and ensure
compliance with possible legal
requirements, as well as facilitate the
design of the meeting place.

The national team ran a special survey in
the community with the active
participation of pupils from the local
elementary school, who surveyed village
inhabitants on their needs and ideas
about further development.



Local Engagement for Roma Inclusion (LERI)

Special focus will be devoted to
adolescents who will be offered the
opportunity to participate in youth
exchanges and internships at NGOs in
other regions in Slovakia or abroad with
the purpose of learning from their peers
and exchanging ideas about community
building activities (Spring-Summer
2015).

At the same time the local government
will continue to receive assistance in
planning and establishing a municipal
social enterprise, which could create jobs
and become a new motor for local
development.

Expected outcomes of the
participatory action research

LERI will provide evidence on how the
target groups of on-going projects
perceive the way these are implemented
and understand how local communities,
in particular Roma, can become more
involved in project implementation,
monitoring and evaluation. The process
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of participatory planning will be
supplemented with capacity-building
training on the identification and
elaboration of small local projects.

It is also expected that LERI will build
more positive climate and cooperation
between inhabitants of Hrabusice
belonging to different social groups, in
particular Roma and non-Roma, local
authorities and other relevant
stakeholders. Through LERI, local
inhabitants, particularly Roma, will be
able to identify, discuss and assess more
precisely their needs, interests and
priorities in the future. They will also
learn and be able to self-organise and
deliver community-led initiatives.
Furthermore, they will be able to
effectively request local authorities’ and
other stakeholders’ support. As such, a
process of community development with
active and more inclusive participation of
diverse socio-economic groups can be
achieved.
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