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1. Inclusiveness of the 2024
elections

The European elections were held in Malta on 8 June together with elections for Local
Councils. Both procedures occurred simultaneously, with voters provided two separate
ballot sheets. Voting in Malta is not compulsory.

Following a Constitutional amendment in 2018, the eligible age of voting in Malta is now
sixteen years®. Voting by proxy is not allowed and neither is voting online, by e-mail or
by post. However, advance voting is permitted. In terms of voting entitlement, for
European elections this includes Maltese citizens and EU nationals registered as residing
in Malta who have opted to vote in Malta whilst for Local Council elections this includes
Maltese citizens and EU citizens registered as being resident in Malta.

The Malta Electoral Commission’s website? is only available in English and Maltese. It
does not have web pages in Easy-to-Read format, or other more accessible versions.
Furthermore, the ODIHR Statement of Preliminary Findings and Conclusions underlined
that, in terms of Malta’s legislation, voting rights are withdrawn in situations where a
person’s legal capacity is questioned®. The 2024 Election-Watch.EU report specifically
flags accessibility concerns in relation to Malta’s voting system, commenting on the lack
of alternatives to in-person voting and the lack of independent choice of assistance
during the actual voting*.

The Electoral Commission facilitates voting by the elderly and people who are sick or
persons with a disability by allowing them priority at the queue at their polling station,
at a specific time on polling day. According to the Commission’s report on the European
elections, around 5,000 voters voted in this manner>°.

! Malta, Article 57, Constitution of Malta, 1964.

2 Malta, Malta Electoral Commission, (2024).

3 OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) (2024), Special Election
Assessment Mission, Statement of Preliminary Findings and Conclusions.

* Election-Watch.EU (2024), Election Assessment Mission: Final Report European Parliament
Elections 6-9 June 2024.

®> Malta, Malta Electoral Commission (2024), Report on the European Parliament Elections,
(Rapport dwar I-Elezzjoni ghall-Parlament Ewropew).
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Visually impaired persons are provided with a Braille template and a playback listening
device.

In 2024 it was reported that a number of EU nationals residing in Malta were denied
their right to vote in Malta®. EU nationals residing in Malta and opting to vote in Malta
are required to indicate this intention at the moment of picking up their residence card
from Identitd, the national documentation agency. If this intention arises at a later stage,
an appropriate form needs to be submitted to the Electoral Commission’. The Election-
Watch.EU report flags the lack of information or clarity on procedures as a concern®.

The Electoral Commission permitted voters registered in Gozo to apply to pick up their
voting documents from Malta, and vice-versa’.

Malta has binding gender quotas for national elections, but not for European or Local
Council elections®. Since in 2024 Malta did not hold any national elections, the gender
adjustment mechanism was not relied upon. Out of 39 candidates for European
elections, only nine were women.

In April 2024, the Parliamentary Secretariat for Equality and Reforms presented a series
of recommendations aimed at increasing gender representation in Local Councils''.
‘Gender Balance in Local Councils’ includes recommendations on the creation of support
mechanisms for Councillors faced with online abuse including of a sexual nature; a revisit
of Local Council logistics and payments; the prioritisation by political parties of the
having female candidates; and an in-depth research study into the national context'?.

® Newz.mt, Identitd systematically witholds electoral forms from EU citizens, 26 July 2024.

7 Malta, Malta Electoral Commission, Voting For The Local Councils’ And European Parliament

Elections.

8 Election-Watch.EU (2024), Election Assessment Mission: Final Report European Parliament
Elections 6-9 June 2024.

9 Malta Electoral Commission, Elections 2024, Applications for voting before polling day and

transfer of voting document (Gozo-Malta-Gozo).

10 Malta, Article 52A, Constitution of Malta, 1964.

1 The Times of Malta, Recommendations made to elect more women to local councils, 23 April
2024.

12 Malta, Parliamentary Secretariat for Equality and Reforms (2024), Gender Balance in Local
Councils. The document is not publicly available.
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In terms of European representatives, youngest delegation is Maltese, with a median
age of 40.5%.

13 European Commission and Council of Europe, The aftermath of the 2024 European elections:

a missed opportunity for youth representation, Coyote Magazine, Issue 37.
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2. Violence and intimidation during
2024 elections

The 2024 ODIHR Statement of Preliminary Findings and Conclusions on the European
Elections states that ODIHR observers expressed concerns in relation to sexist comments
in Malta during the campaigns*“.

Otherwise, no incidents of violence and intimidation were reported.

14 ODIHR (2024), Special Election Assessment Mission, Statement of Preliminary Findings and

Conclusions.



https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/eu/570492
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/eu/570492

3. Attempts at online and offline
disinformation and manipulation
of voters during 2024 elections

The Times of Malta’s Fact Check initiative was triggered following a Facebook post
stating that there were around 87,000 eligible foreign voters for the Local Council
elections. In its item, the Times of Malta provided information on the actual number of
non-nationals entitled to vote in Malta, the voting eligibility criteria — with a particular
emphasis on third-country nationals, and comparative practice in other EU Member
States'®.

Before the elections, the OSCE confirmed that it would look into the practice of
Government distributing cheques to voters in the time-frame preceding the elections. It
underlined its 2022 conclusions on the same practice, namely that it does “not conform
to international standards and good practice”®.

An MEP candidate from a small party complained of impartiality with the way discussion
time was allocated during a political discussion. He claimed that representatives of the
major political parties were allocated more time than all other candidates, following
which he smashed eggs on the floor during the discussion'’. During a subsequent
political discussion, the Broadcasting Authority barred him from carrying eggs into a
television studio where another political discussion was about to be aired. The candidate
sought redress in Court, claiming a breach of his rights*®.

During the campaign, investigative journalists alleged that one of the EP candidates was
engaging in illegal behaviour by handing out vouchers during his door-to-door house
visits. The candidates confirmed the practice, yet denied any wrong-doing or intention
to sway voting preferences'®. There is no information as to whether this incident was
reported to the Police or to the Malta Electoral Commission.

15 The Times of Malta, Fact-check: Could 87,000 foreigners vote in the local council elections?,
19 June 2024.

16 The Times of Malta, OSCE to scrutinise pre-election cheques, 10 May 2024.

7 The Times of Malta, ABBA leader throws egg, storms out of MEP debate, 2 May 2024.

18 The Times of Malta, ABBA goes to court to demand its right to throw eggs, 24 May 2024.

¥ The Times of Malta, Watch: Agius Saliba handed out €150 vouchers to voters — ‘Il broke no
law’, 26 May 2024.
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Annex 1 — Promising practice

Promising practice

Title (original
language)

Title (EN)

Organisation (original
language)

Organisation (EN)

Government / Civil
society

Funding body

Reference (incl. URL,
where available)

Indicate the start date
of the promising
practice and the
finishing date if it has
ceased to exist

Type of initiative

Main target group

Indicate level of
implementation:
Local/Regional/Nation
al

Brief description (max.
1000 chars)

Provision of assistance to elderly persons living in institutions to
vote in the institution itself.

Same.

Malta Electoral Commission.

State (not actual Government as it’s a Constitutional body).

Malta Electoral Commission

Not available, yet the practice is documented in the Commission’s
post-election reports.

The practice occurs during every electoral process: Local Council,
National, European.

Elderly persons living in institutions are not required to travel to
polling stations. Instead, polling booths are set up within the
institution and support is provided for the residents to vote on site.
In the 2024 elections this measure was implemented across over 30
institutions.

Elderly voters.

National.

Elderly persons living in recognised institutions are not required to
travel to polling stations. Instead, polling booths are set up within
the institution and support is provided for the residents to vote on
site. This is a free service.

In the 2024 elections this measure was implemented across over 30
institutions.




Promising practice

Highlight any element
of the actions that is
transferable (max. 500
chars)

Give reasons why you
consider the practice
as sustainable (as
opposed to ‘one off

activities’)

Give reasons why you
consider the practice
as having concrete

measurable impact

Give reasons why you
consider the practice
as transferable to
other settings and/or
Member States?

Explain, if applicable,
the
involves beneficiaries

how practice

and stakeholders in
the design, planning,
evaluation, review
assessment and
implementation of the

practice

Explain, if applicable,
the
provides for

how practice
review

and assessment

The measure is entirely transferable. It may be replicated to benefit
all persons who are for some reason unable to attend in-person
voting at the provided polling booths. It could therefore be
broadened to include other categories of persons, other than
elderly voters living in institutions.

It is a sustainable measure as it involves a reallocation of resources
rather than the addition of major investment. In terms of logistics,
itis planned so that the day this particular voting occurs is generally
one week prior to the actual voting day, thereby preventing the
systems from being overwhelmed.

The measure has the concrete impact of rendering the voting
process more accessible to a substantial number of voters who
would probably not be in a position to vote otherwise, mainly due
to mobility issues.

The measure is transferable since it relates to a target group that is
present in all other Member States and since the rationale may also
be applied to other voters who might also face challenges attending
in-person voting.

Stakeholders are not directly involved. In fact, aside from this being
a good practice, it also contains a negative element insofar as the
assistance provided for voting is not of the voter’s choice but that
imposed by the Electoral Commission. This issue has been flagged
by several entities and for many years, but has not yet been
addressed.

In the post-elections reports, the Malta Electoral Commission states
following elections, meetings are held with interested parties in
order to review and assess the entire electoral process®.

20 Malta, Malta Electoral Commission (2024), Report on the European Parliament Elections,

(Rapport dwar |-Elezzjoni ghall-Parlament Ewropew).
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1. Legal and Policy measures to address violence against
women including its criminalisation

If relevant, please describe what measures were taken to ratify or implement the Istanbul Convention or prepare for the transposition of the VAW Directive. If relevant,
please describe particular aspects of these measures relating to:

a. Technology-facilitated gender-based violence, specifically non-consensual sharing of intimate or manipulated material (Art. 5 VAW Directive), cyber stalking (Art. 6
VAW Directive), cyber harassment (Art. 7 VAW Directive) and cyber incitement to violence or hatred (Art. 8 VAW Directive).

b. Reporting crimes of violence against women, including third party reporting and/or the use of technology to report (online or in-app reporting) (Art. 14(1) VAW
Directive).

c. Secondary victimization (e.g. negative treatment of victims by the po-lice/criminal justice system) and repeat victimisation (e.g. common in intimate partner
relationships), including adoption of immediate response measures such as barring orders (Art. 50 - 52 of the Istanbul Convention and Art. 16 (5) and 19 VAW
Directive), restraining and protection orders (Art 53 Istanbul Convention and Art. and 19 VAW Directive), and other measures such as protecting victims against
intimidation (Art. 56 Istanbul Convention and Art. 18, 20 and 21 VAW Directive).

d. Women victims of violence who are public representatives, journalists or human rights defenders (for example allowing this to be regarded as an aggravating
circumstance, Art. 11 (n) VAW Directive).

Table 1 - Legislative and policy measures

Legislative act / Policy measure (including Specific provision / Briefly describe the specific focus on women as victims of violence
web-link) paragraph / page (including specific aspects asked about in a-d)
National Strategy on Gender-Based Violence Identified stakeholders within government ministries and agencies were
and Domestic Violence (2023 - 2028)? Measure 1.3(a)(vi) tasked with drafting targeted policies on specific forms of Gender Based

1 Malta, Ministry for Home Affairs, Security, Reforms and Equality; Parliamentary Secretariat for Reforms and Equality (2023), National Strategy on Gender-
Based Violence and Domestic Violence (2023 — 2028), Malta, November 2023, page 26.



https://www.stopviolence.gov.mt/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/VIOLENCE-STRATEGY-ENG.pdf
https://www.stopviolence.gov.mt/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/VIOLENCE-STRATEGY-ENG.pdf

Legislative act / Policy measure (including Specific provision / Briefly describe the specific focus on women as victims of violence
web-link) paragraph / page (including specific aspects asked about in a-d)

Violence (GBV) and Domestic Violence (DV), including gender-based
cyberviolence as a measure envisioned to combat technology facilitated
gender-based violence.

The Commission on Gender-Based Violence and Domestic Violence has the
responsibility to improve understanding of legal definitions and forms of
Measure 1.7(b) gender-based cyberviolence and good practices on an EU and international
level which serve to inform future research and policy formation as a measure
envisioned to combat technology facilitated gender-based violence.

The Malta Police Force must reinforce interdepartmental protocols and
strengthen guidelines between Gender-Based Violence and Domestic
Violence (GBDV) Unit and other units within the MPF and interagency
protocols to improve support for victims of GBV and DV and prosecution of
GBV and DV, including gender-based cyberviolence as a measure envisioned
to combat technology facilitated gender-based violence.

Measure 4.1

Various entities, including the Ministry responsible for home affairs, are
obliged to ensure that laws and administrative procedures do not prevent
migrant victims from leaving violent relationships due to fear of deportation,
loss of legal status or revoked custody over the children. This should be done
by updating existing residence criteria regarding the residence status of
victims of domestic violence and conducting research on the prevalence and
barriers encountered within migrant communities to inform policy
development.

Measure 1.2 (a) and (b)




Legislative act / Policy measure (including
web-link)

Specific provision /
paragraph / page

Measure 4.2

Measure 1.2 (c)

Measure 3.2 (b), (c) and
(d)

Measure 4.2

Briefly describe the specific focus on women as victims of violence
(including specific aspects asked about in a-d)

The Ministry for Gozo and the Police were tasked with examining and
minimising the barriers to reporting which are encountered by victims in
Gozo, in order to improve accessibility and reporting.

Various entities have the obligation to develop training programmes for
professionals who work with migrants on recognising early signs of abuse and
the barriers encountered by migrants who are victims of domestic violence
and gender-based violence.

The Malta Police Force should monitor breaches of bail conditions (in cases of
domestic violence), protection orders, restraining orders and temporary
protection orders to further safeguard victims through the introduction of
electronic tagging and panic buttons.

They must also ensure that prosecuting officers request the courts to issue
bail conditions (in cases of domestic violence), protection orders, restraining
orders and temporary protection orders in view of the risk assessment and
other evidence.

Training opportunities must be provided for the police, lawyers and judiciary
on the role of risk assessments, protection orders, restraining orders and
temporary protection orders in breaking the cycle of violence in cases of DV.

Various agencies were tasked with reducing the risk of secondary
victimization of victims of GBV and DV by collecting data on a regular basis
and carrying out research, including from a victim’s perspective, on the
effectiveness of the measures in place to avoid repeat victimisation through
the justice system. In addition, they must ensure that risk assessors, the




Legislative act / Policy measure (including
web-link)

Gender-Based Violence and Domestic Violence
(Amendment) Act No. XXII of 20243

Specific provision /
paragraph / page

Measure 2.6(d)

Article 2

Briefly describe the specific focus on women as victims of violence
(including specific aspects asked about in a-d)

police and courts implement the necessary measures to minimise the risk of
secondary victimisation during judicial proceedings.

The State must ratify the ILO Convention on Violence & Harassment? to
implement measures which address and mitigate the impact of violence at
the workplace. The ratification ILO Convention on Violence & Harassment is
important as Article 4(1) establishes the right to a workplace free from
violence, while Article 4(2) requires a gender-responsive approach that
includes prohibiting violence, ensuring access to remedies, and implementing
comprehensive strategies. Article 8(b) emphasizes preventive measures
tailored to sectors with higher risks for women. The ILO Convention
ratification would aid in protecting women victims of violence who are
journalists, human rights defenders and public representatives.

This Act amended the Gender-Based Violence and Domestic Violence Act*
through the introduction of the Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Meeting
(MARAM) Board. The MARAM board is defined, by the Act, as a Multi-Agency
Risk Assessment Meeting Board which meets to discuss domestic violence
cases that are considered as high risk. According to Appogg,® the government

2 International Labour Organisation (ILO) (2019), Convention on Violence and Harassment, No.190, 10" June 2019

3 Malta, Act No. XXII of 2024 — Gender-Based Violence and Domestic Violence (Amendment) Act, 5% July 2024,

4 Malta, Gender-Based Violence and Domestic Violence Act, CAP 581 of the Laws of Malta.

®> Malta, Foundation for Social Welfare Services (FSWS), ‘'MARAM’, accessed on 19th September 2024.



https://normlex.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C190
https://legislation.mt/eli/act/2024/22/eng
https://legislation.mt/eli/cap/581/eng
https://fsws.gov.mt/en/appogg/Pages/Domestic%20Violence%20Unit/maram.aspx

Legislative act / Policy measure (including Specific provision /
web-link) paragraph / page
Domestic Violence Prevention Act® Articles3-6

6 Malta, Domestic Violence Prevention Act, CAP 636 of the Laws of Malta.

Briefly describe the specific focus on women as victims of violence
(including specific aspects asked about in a-d)

psycho-social welfare agency, the role of MARAM is to facilitate, monitor and
evaluate effective information sharing between entities, and to enable
appropriate actions to be taken towards the reduction of harm risk to victims
of domestic violence and to increase public safety.

The Act introduced a procedure for individuals who believe they are at risk of
domestic violence to request a risk assessment from the Police. It covers
various relationships that could be subject of domestic violence, including
spouses, civil union partners, cohabitants, or those in informal relationships.

The procedure allows for a person who fears domestic violence to submit an
application to the Police for a domestic violence risk assessment. After
receiving such application, the Police will hold an initial meeting with the
applicant. The Police are obliged to reassure the applicant that their safety and
the safety of any vulnerable person is the top priority, and the person of
concern will not be informed about the application.

If the Police suspect that a crime has been or is being committed, they must file
a report, and confidentiality may no longer be maintained. The Police are
obliged to provide information on support services and agree on a safe method
of communication with the applicant in a language they understand.



https://legislation.mt/eli/cap/636/20230718/eng

Legislative act / Policy measure (including
web-link)

Standard Operating Procedures for cases of
Domestic Violence and Gender based
Violence’

Specific provision /
paragraph / page

PR279/23

Briefly describe the specific focus on women as victims of violence
(including specific aspects asked about in a-d)

A domestic violence risk warning is issued if the person of concern has previous
convictions for domestic violence. If a warning is issued, the Police will inform
the applicant, explaining the risk and offering information on available support
services.

The Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) was adopted by the Malta Police
Force in response to the Bernice Cilia femicide inquiry conclusions which
found that the system failed to protect the victim, as referenced in the
National Commission for the Promotion of Equality (NCPE) 2023 Annual
Report published in July 2024.2 The Inquiry found systematic deficiencies how
the authorities handled domestic violence cases, highlighting resource
shortages, delays, and poor coordination between authorities. This SOP was
adopted internally by the Police Force as a means of introducing all of the
recommendations of the inquiry and it addresses the roles and
responsibilities of the police, gives guidance about checks and actions relating
to temporary protection orders and the need for training.

7 Malta, Malta Police Force (2023), Standard Operating Procedures for cases of Domestic Violence and Gender based Violence, (Standard Operating
Procedure dwar il-kazijiet ta' Vjolenza Domestika u Vjolenza Abbazi tal-Generu) PR279/23, 9™ May 2023

& Malta, The National Commission for the Promotion of Equality (NCPE), Annual Report 2023, Malta, 9 July 2024, page 13



https://parlament.mt/media/125893/02873.pdf
https://ncpe.gov.mt/our-publications-and-resources/ncpes-annual-reports/

2. Standing of victims of gender-
based violence during criminal
proceedings

Please briefly elaborate on the standing of victims of gender-based violence in 2024 during criminal
proceedings (as witness, civil party, damaged party, auxiliary prosecutor or party to the proceedings).

The main role of a victim of domestic violence in criminal proceedings is that of the
witness. In the light of recent amendments to the Criminal Code, domestic violence can
now be prosecuted ex officio, without the need for the victim to request the police to
issue any criminal charges®. Although the victim is not party to the proceedings, they still
have rights as parte civile and to be present at every stage of the process. In this respect,
the victim can be this present at the proceedings, can engage lawyer to assist her and to
examine or cross-examine witnesses and to produce, in support of the charge, such
other evidence as the court may consider admissible!?. This right subsists whether or
not the proceedings are ex officio or on the basis of a complaint. Although if the
proceedings are instituted on the complaint of the injured party, then that party is
admitted automatically as parte civile. Whereas, if the proceedings started ex offcio,
then the injured party has to make a request to the Court to be admitted as parte civile'!.

As a parte civile, the victim has the right to legal aid and in the case of minors, they are
entitled to a child advocate. They also have the right to information in a language they
understand and the right to make submissions on whether their aggressor or not be
given bail. Furthermore, since the victim is not a party to proceedings, they do not have
the right of appeal, however they do have the right to request the record of the
proceedings, together with the copy of the judgment, be transmitted to the Attorney
General and request an appealed to be filed*?.

° Malta, Article 534 of the Criminal Code, CAP 9 of the Laws of Malta.
10 Malta, Article 410 of the Criminal Code, CAP 9 of the Laws of Malta.
1 Malta, Article 410(5) of the Criminal Code, CAP 9 of the Laws of Malta.

12 Malta, Article 414(1) of the Criminal Code, CAP 9 of the Laws of Malta.
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3.

Promising practice

Title (original language)

Title (EN)
Organisation (original
language)
Organisation (EN)

Government / Civil
society

Funding body

Reference (incl. URL,
where available)

Indicate the start date
of the promising
practice and the
finishing date if it has
ceased to exist

Type of initiative

Main target group

Indicate level of
implementation:

Local/Regional/National

Brief description (max.
1000 chars)

Annex 1 — Promising practice

Hub ghal vittmi tal-vjolenza domestika u vjolenza abbazi
tal-generu?3

Hub for victims of domestic violence and gender-based
violence

Ministeru ghall-Intern, is-Sigurta, ir-Riformi u I-
Ugwaljanza

Ministry for Home Affairs, Security, Reforms and Equality
Government

Ministry for Home Affairs, Security, Reforms and Equality

Ministry of Home Affairs, Security, Reforms and Equality
(Government of Malta)(2024), L-ewwel hub ghal vittmi
tal-vjolenza domestika u violenza abbazi tal-generu,
PR240158, 3rd February 2024

03/02/2024

Implementation of a 24/7 hub for domestic and gender-
based violence victims

Victims of domestic and gender-based violence

National

The Ministry of Home Affairs, Security, Reforms and
Equality issued a statement to declare that the first hub
for domestic and gender-based violence victims in Malta
started operating. This centre is located in the town
‘Santa Lucia’, and it is open 24/7. The centre offers help

13 Malta, Ministry of Home Affairs, Security, Reforms and Equality (Government of
Malta)(2024), L-ewwel hub ghal vittmi tal-violenza domestika u vjolenza abbazi tal-generu,

PR240158, 3rd February 2024
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Promising practice

Highlight any element of
the actions that is
transferable (max. 500
chars)

Give reasons why you
consider the practice as
sustainable (as opposed
to ‘one off activities’)

Give reasons why you
consider the practice as
having concrete
measurable impact

Give reasons why you
consider the practice as
transferable to other

and various services of professional assistance from
various professionals within the field, members of the
police force and workers trained to work within this field.
Victims of gender-based or domestic violence will find a
supportive environment at the hub, staffed not only by
police officers but also by social workers, all committed
to providing assistance and care.

Countries with rising cases of domestic violence or
limited accessibility to help could implement similar 24/7
centres, ensuring that victims have uninterrupted access
to support, regardless of time or place.

The integration of police officers and social workers at
the hub to offer a range of services—from immediate
protection to long-term recovery assistance—is another
action that can be replicated in other contexts. Creating
a space where law enforcement and social services work
side by side ensures that victims receive comprehensive
and timely care.

The launch of Malta’s first 24/7 hub for victims of
domestic and gender-based violence in Santa Lucia
marks a significant and sustainable step forward in
addressing these critical issues. Unlike a one-off
initiative, this hub is designed to provide continuous
support, ensuring that victims have ongoing access to
essential services at any time. By integrating
professionals from various fields—including social
workers and the police force—this permanent facility
guarantees that support will always be available. The hub
not only offers regular services on a 24/7 basis but it also
houses multiple services provided by various
professionals under one roof.

One reason the Santa Lucia hub can be viewed as having
a concrete and measurable impact is its ability to
increase the accessibility and utilization of support
services for victims of domestic and gender-based
violence. By being open 24/7 and staffed with trained
professionals, the hub provides a continuous, safe space
where victims can seek help at any time.

The concept of a round-the-clock hub providing
assistance is one of the most transferable aspects.
Countries with rising cases of domestic violence or
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Promising practice

settings and/or Member
States?

Explain, if applicable,
how the practice
involves beneficiaries
and stakeholders in the
design, planning,
evaluation, review
assessment and
implementation of the
practice

Explain, if applicable,
how the practice
provides for review and
assessment

limited accessibility to help could implement similar 24/7
centres, ensuring that victims have uninterrupted access
to support, regardless of time or place.

The integration of police officers and social workers at
the hub to offer a range of services—from immediate
protection to long-term recovery assistance—is another
action that can be replicated in other contexts. Creating
a space where law enforcement and social services work
side by side ensures that victims receive comprehensive
and timely care.

N/A

N/A
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4. Annex 2 - Case law

Case law

Deciding body (in
original language)

Deciding body (in
English)

Case number (also
European Case Law
Identifier ECLI, where
applicable)

Parties
Decision date

Web link to the decision
(if available)

Which fundamental
freedoms were referred
to in the case?

Key facts of the case
(max. 250 words)

The key legal question
raised by the Court

Result of the case in
terms of factual
outcome, and in terms
of assessment of the
legal question raised

No relevant case law was identified
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