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[bookmark: _Toc1905438080]Data on persons with disabilities exercising their right to political participation
Table 1	 
	Indicator

	Answer
(Choose one of the answers provided below)
	Source and brief description/assessment 

	Do national disability strategies include political participation?
	National disability strategies specifically address political participation
	In Sweden, the government has adopted a national strategy for systematically following up the national objective for the disability policy applying from 2021 to 2031.[footnoteRef:2] The strategy specifies twelve areas of particular importance for the implementation of the disability policy. Democratic participation is one of these areas.[footnoteRef:3] The focus of the disability policy strategy is on monitoring the national goal for disability policy. The strategy emphasises the government agencies’ sectoral governance as the basis for the implementation of disability policy, which is based on the principle of responsibility and financing.[footnoteRef:4] The national objective of the disability policy is that, “with the CRPD as a starting point, achieving equality in living conditions and the full participation of persons with disabilities in a society based on diversity”.[footnoteRef:5] The objective is also to contribute to increased gender equality and to ensure that the child rights perspective is taken into account.[footnoteRef:6] [2:  Sweden, Ministry of Health and Social Affairs (Socialdepartementet) (2021) Strategy for systematic follow-up of disability policy during 2021–2031 (Strategi för systematisk uppföljning av funktionshinderspolitiken under 2021–2031), government assignment, 23 September 2021.]  [3:  The twelve areas are: work and livelihood; education and lifelong learning; transport; the built environment and community planning; digitization; public procurement; health, public health and social welfare; culture and leisure; democratic participation; the judiciary; consumer policy; and crisis preparedness. ]  [4:  Sweden, Ministry of Health and Social Affairs (Socialdepartementet) (2021) Strategy for systematic follow-up of disability policy during 2021–2031 (Strategi för systematisk uppföljning av funktionshinderspolitiken under 2021–2031), government assignment, 23 September 2021.]  [5:  […] med FN:s konvention om rättigheter för personer med funktionsnedsättning som utgångspunkt, uppnå jämlikhet i levnadsvillkor och full delaktighet för personer med funktionsnedsättning i ett samhälle med mångfald som grund.]  [6:  Sweden, Ministry of Health and Social Affairs (Socialdepartementet) (2016) National objective and orientation for disability (Nationellt mål och inriktning för funktionshinderspolitiken), government bill 2016/17:188, 11 May 2017, p. 22.] 

In Sweden, the national strategy outlines a number of government authorities that are tasked by the government to conduct systematic follow-up of the disability policy within their respective areas of responsibility.[footnoteRef:7] The authorities tasked with following up the national objective for disability policy in the area of democratic participation are the Swedish Agency for Accessible Media (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM) and the Swedish Agency for Youth and Civil Society (Myndigheten för ungdoms- och civilsamhällesfrågor, MUCF). The Swedish Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet, MFD) is tasked by the government to support the different agencies in both their monitoring and implementation of the national goal within the disability strategy, including in the area of democratic participation.[footnoteRef:8]  [7:  30 authorities have a clear follow-up responsibility – for a complete list of the different government agencies see; Sweden, Ministry of Health and Social Affairs (Socialdepartementet) (2021) Strategy for systematic follow-up of disability policy during 2021–2031 (Strategi för systematisk uppföljning av funktionshinderspolitiken under 2021–2031), government assignment, 23 September 2021.]  [8:  For more information on the Swedish Agency for Participation’s assignment, see the section below.] 


	Can persons deprived of legal capacity vote? 
	Full Participation 
	In Sweden, the universal and equal right to vote is protected by the Constitution. Chapter 1, section 1 and chapter 3, section 4 of the Instrument of Government (Regeringsformen) entitles every Swedish citizen who is currently domiciled in Sweden or who has ever been domiciled in Sweden, and who has reached the age of 18 to vote in a Parliamentary election (Riksdagsval), respectively.[footnoteRef:9] Chapter 1, section 4 of the Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]) states that everybody who is entitled to vote in the parliamentary elections is also entitled to vote in elections to the European Parliament.[footnoteRef:10] Chapter 1, section 7 and 8 of the Local Governments Act (Kommunallag [2017:725]) states that Swedish citizens, citizens of one of the European Union’s member states and citizen of Iceland or Norway that are registered for population purposes in Sweden as well as citizens of any other country that have been registered for population purposes in Sweden for three years in succession before the election day are entitled to vote in elections to regional and municipal assemblies. [9:  Sweden, Instrument of Government (Kungörelse [1974:152] om beslutad ny Regeringsform), 28 February 1974.]  [10:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), 24 November 2005.] 


A person cannot lose his or hers right to vote under Swedish law. However, some persons may need assistance to be able to vote. The provisions on limited legal guardianship (godmanskap) and legal administratorship (förvaltarskap) can be found in chapters 11 and 12 in the Parental Code (Föräldrabalken).[footnoteRef:11] According to chapter 12, sections 2 and 3 of the Parental Code, limited legal guardians and legal administrators must, to the extent permitted by their appointment, safeguard the rights of the persons they represent.[footnoteRef:12] They must also always act in the way that best benefits the individual.[footnoteRef:13] [11:  Sweden, Parental Code (Föräldrabalk [1949:381]), 10 June 1949.]  [12:  Sweden, Parental Code (Föräldrabalk [1949:381]), chapter 12, section 2, 1 July 2017.]  [13:  Sweden, Parental Code (Föräldrabalk [1949:381]), chapter 12, section 3, 1 July 1995.] 


The government official report “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val) was submitted to the government in 2021. The report proposes that it should be clarified in the training provided to limited legal guardians and legal administrators that they should, as far as possible, help the individual to be able to exercise his or her right to vote. It is also suggested that the Election Authority should, in advance of each election, draw the attention of guardians and trustees to their duty to help their principals to exercise their right to vote.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2021) “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), government official report SOU 2021:96, 15 December 2021, p. 208.] 


	Is there a requirement under law to register to vote?

	Yes, for non-nationals 
	In Sweden, an individual’s right to vote is determined by the information in the Swedish Tax Agency's (Skatteverket) population register 30 days before election day.[footnoteRef:15] This means that voters residing in Sweden are automatically recognised as eligible voters and do not have to register for the electoral roll. However, there are two exceptions who need to register in order to be eligible to vote: Swedish citizens who are no longer registered as residents in Sweden and citizens of another EU country who are resident in Sweden. The latter exception concerns elections to the European Parliament. [15:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 5, section 1, 24 November 2005.] 


According to chapter 5, section 2 of the Elections Act, Swedish citizens who are no longer registered as resident in Sweden shall be included in the electoral roll for ten years from the date when their population registration ceased. Thereafter they shall, for ten years at a time, only be included in the electoral roll if they give written notice of their address to the Swedish Tax Agency.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 5, section 2, 24 November 2005.] 


According to chapter 5, section 3 of the Elections Act, in connection with elections to the European Parliament, EU citizens who are not Swedish citizens shall only be included in the electoral roll if they will attain the age of 18 no later than on the election day, are registered as resident in Sweden or are residing here but are not to be registered as resident here pursuant to section 5, second paragraph of the Swedish Population Registration Act (Folkbokföringslag [(1991:481]). In addition, they must have, no later than 30 days prior to the election day, in writing to the county administrative board: 1. notified that they wish to be included in the electoral roll; 2. stated their nationality and address in Sweden and, with regard to persons who are not registered as resident, their date of birth or, where appropriate, their personal identity number; 3. stated the constituency or the area in their home state where they were last listed in the electoral roll; and 4. affirmed that they will not vote in another Member State.

Notification that someone has been included in an electoral roll pursuant to this provision shall be sent to the competent authority in the state where the voter is a citizen. Voters who have been included in an electoral roll pursuant to this provision will remain there until they are deleted from it by personal request or the conditions for entitlement to vote are no longer satisfied.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 5, section 3, 28 January 2014.] 


Chapter 1, section 7 of the Local Government Act (Kommunallag [2017:725]) regulates the right to vote in the local government.[footnoteRef:18] According to chapter 5, section 2(a) of the Elections Act, EU citizens who are entitled to vote under the Local Government Act shall be included in the electoral roll if, no later than 30 days prior to the election day, they have, in writing to the central election authority: 1. notified their wish to be included in the electoral roll; and 2. stated their nationality, their address in Sweden and their date of birth or, where appropriate, their personal identity number.  [18:  Sweden, Local Government Act (Kommunallag [2017:725]) chapter 1, section 7, 22 June 2017. ] 


Voters who have been included in an electoral roll pursuant to this provision will remain there until they are deleted from it at their own request or the conditions for entitlement to vote are no longer satisfied.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 5, section 2(a), 1 January 2020.] 


	Are alternative ways of voting available to persons with disabilities?
	Yes, disability-specific alternatives 
	In Sweden, it is not possible to vote electronically in general elections.[footnoteRef:20] The main rule is that voting takes place at the polling stations.[footnoteRef:21] Voters can vote in advance in voting places during the 18 days before election day.[footnoteRef:22] Only voters who are staying abroad or onboard a vessel in foreign traffic may vote by post.[footnoteRef:23] Voters abroad can vote either in person at diplomatic representations starting 24 days before election day[footnoteRef:24] or by mail 45 days before election day.[footnoteRef:25]  [20:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2005) New Elections Act (Ny Vallag), government bill 2004/05:163, 26 May 2005, p. 87.]  [21:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 1, 22 June 2017.]  [22:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 4, section 22, 1 Januari 2015.]  [23:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 11, 24 November 2005.]  [24:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 10, section 2, 1 January 2020. ]  [25:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 12, 1 January 2020. ] 

In Sweden, alternative ways of voting are regulated under chapter 7, sections 3(a) and 4 of the Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]). The sections regulate voting via a mobile voting clerk (ambulerande rötsmottagare) and voting by messenger (budröstning) for voters who, due to illness, disability, or age, cannot personally make their way to a vote reception point.   

Voting via a mobile voting clerk is available to persons with disabilities upon request. According to the Election Authority’s guidance on times frames for mobile voting clerks, the election committees must offer the services of a mobile voting clerks also during the election weekend and on the election day.[footnoteRef:26] A mobile voting clerk receives the vote in the same way as in a voting place.  [26:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) (2022) Guidance on times frames for mobile voting clerks (Ställningstagande om tidsramar för ambulerande röstmottagare), VAL-392, 17 June 2022.] 


Voting by messenger is, in addition to persons with disabilities, persons with an illness, and older persons, available to voters who are served by rural postmen; detainees of a detention centre, and; detainees of a prison or probation institution who cannot vote at the same voting place as the other detainees of the institution due to security reasons. Votes by messenger must be delivered in a special, sealed envelope. 

Chapter 40, section 1 of the Public Access to Information and Secrecy Act (Offentlighets- och sekretesslag [2009:400]) states that secrecy applies to information about how an individual has voted in elections under the Election Act which has emerged when the individual was assisted while voting.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Sweden, Public Access to Information and Secrecy Act (Offentlighets- och sekretesslag [2009:400]), chapter 40, section 1, 30 June 2009.] 


Mobile voting clerks receive the vote in the same way as in a voting place and is therefore obliged to assist voters in preparing their votes in accordance with chapter 7, section 3 of the Elections Act. The regulations on secrecy in the Public Access to Information and Secrecy Act applies to voting clerks. If an individual is using voting by messenger, the individual must be able to prepare their vote on their own.

In Sweden, there are also regulations on the provision of assistance in voting to persons with disabilities at the polling stations and voting places. These are described below.

In Sweden, 15,267 persons voted with a mobile voting clerk during the last election in 2022.[footnoteRef:28] This is an increase of just over 30 percent compared to the 2018 election. The Swedish Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) reports that this may partly be due to the fact that more municipalities have sent mobile voting clerks to homes for older persons in the municipality instead of having a vote reception point with limited access. Another reason forwarded is that the service of mobile voting clerks has become better known among voters.[footnoteRef:29] [28:  256 out of 290 municipalities responded to the survey after the election.]  [29:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) Experiences from the elections 2022 (Erfarenheter från valen 2022), 15 February 2023, p. 41.] 


	Is there legislation regulating how people living in long-term institutions may vote?

	Yes, as part of legislation on alternative forms of voting 
	[bookmark: K7P3aS3]In Sweden, voting by post is not possible for people living in long-term institutions. As reported under the indicator above, people living in long-term institutions who, due to illness, disability, or age, cannot personally make their way to a vote reception point may deliver their ballot papers there by a mobile voting clerk (ambulerande rötsmottagare)[footnoteRef:30] or by messenger (budröstning).[footnoteRef:31] [30:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 3, 15 January 2015.]  [31:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 4, 18 March 2018. ] 

In Sweden, chapter 7, section 4 of the Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]) regulates voting by messenger. Chapter 7, section 5 of the Elections Act states that those who provide the voter with care in a professional or similar capacity, or who otherwise normally help the voter in their personal affairs can be a messenger. It is also possible for a voter’s spouse or cohabitee or the voter’s, spouse’s or cohabitee’s children, grandchildren, parents or siblings to be a messenger. In addition to the messenger, a witness also needs to be present when a vote by messenger is prepared.[footnoteRef:32] A witness must have attained the age of 18.[footnoteRef:33] It is also possible to vote in advance through a messenger. [32:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 5, 18 March 2018.]  [33:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 7, 1 January 2015.] 


	Is there a legal duty to provide assistance in voting to persons with disabilities?
	Yes, for all persons with disabilities 
	In Sweden, there is a legal duty to provide assistance in voting to persons with disabilities at the vote reception points. Chapter 7, section 3 of the Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]) states that voters who cannot personally prepare their votes owing to an impairment or similar, must upon request be given assistance in this by the voting clerks (röstmottagare) to the extent necessary.[footnoteRef:34] The same provision states that such voters may also engage another person to help them to vote.  [34:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 3, 1 February 2022. According to the Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) the voting clerks can, for example, help by putting the ballot paper in the ballot envelope or putting a cross for a candidate, see; Sweden, Election authority (Valmyndigheten) Assistance when voting in premises (Hjälp vid röstning i lokal), official webpage, accessed 31 October 2023.] 


According to chapter 8, section 2 of the Elections Act, an appropriate screened-off area must be arranged adjacent to each vote reception point where ballot papers can be put out and voters can each take their ballot papers without being observed.[footnoteRef:35] Chapter 8, section 2(a) states that voters who, owing to an impairment or similar, cannot personally take their ballot papers in the screened-off area where the ballot papers are laid out must, upon request, be given assistance in this by the voting clerks, to the extent that is necessary. Such a voter may also engage another person to help them with this.[footnoteRef:36] [35:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 8, section 2, 1 February 2022.]  [36:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 8, section 2(a), 1 February 2022.] 


According to chapter 4, sections 20 and 22 of the Elections Act, polling stations and voting places used in connection with general elections must be accessible to all those who wish to vote.[footnoteRef:37] The same provisions, in connection with chapter 3, section 3 states that it is the responsibility of each municipality to ensure that there are appropriate premises that can be used as voting places and polling stations.[footnoteRef:38] Appropriate premises are voting places and polling stations that, as regards location, accessibility and opening hours, provide voters with good opportunities to vote. Chapter 8, section 7(a) of the Elections Act states that if a vote reception point is not accessible for voters with disabilities at any time during vote reception, the voting clerks may receive the ballot envelopes of those voters outside the vote reception point. This applies if it can be conducted in a secure way.[footnoteRef:39]  [37:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 4, section 20, 1 Januari 2015; Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 4, section 22, 1 Januari 2015.]  [38:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 4, section 20, 1 Januari 2015; Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 4, section 22, 1 Januari 2015.]  [39:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 8, section 7a, 1 Januari 2015.] 


Among the participants in the Agency for Participation’s panel called “Rivkraft”,[footnoteRef:40] 15 percent reported that they needed assistance from a voting clerk, another person or technical assistance in voting on the election day.[footnoteRef:41] 10 percent reported that they did not get the assistance they needed in order to be able to vote.[footnoteRef:42] [40:  The participants in Rivkraft all have a disability, see Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Survey panel (Undersökningspanel), official webpage, accessed 2 November 2023.]  [41:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Survey panel Rivkraft – pre elections 2022 (Undersökningspanelen Rivkraft – efter valen 2022), question 4.]  [42:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Survey panel Rivkraft – pre elections 2022 (Undersökningspanelen Rivkraft – efter valen 2022), question 5.] 


	Are all persons with disabilities legally able to access complaints mechanisms if they have not been able to exercise the right to political participation?
	Yes, all persons with disabilities 
	In Sweden, the results of the election of the parliament may be appealed to the Election Review Board (Valprövningsnämnden) appointed by parliament (Riksdag), according to chapter 3, section 12 of the Instrument of Government.[footnoteRef:43] Thus, a person who believes that a general election has not been conducted correctly can turn to the Election Review Board. Chapter 15 of the Elections Act stipules provisions relating to appeals against elections.[footnoteRef:44] The Election Review Board hears appeals against general elections, i.e. elections to the parliament, regional and municipal councils (region- och kommunfullmäktige), as well as the Sámi Parliament and the European Parliament. A decision by the Election Review Board may not be appealed.[footnoteRef:45] Chapter 15, section 4 states that a person who according to the electoral roll was entitled to vote in the election may appeal the election results.[footnoteRef:46] In 2022, the Election Review Board received a total of 437 appeals. Of these, 406 were appeals against the election results.[footnoteRef:47] [43:  Sweden, Instrument of Government (Kungörelse [1974:152] om beslutad ny Regeringsform), chapter 3, section 12, 1 January 2011.]  [44:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 15, 24 November 2005. ]  [45:  Sweden, Swedish Parliament (Sveriges Riksdag) Election Review Board (Valprövningsnämnden) official website, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [46:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 15, section 4, 24 November 2005.]  [47:  Sweden, Swedish Parliament (Sveriges Riksdag) (2023) Activity report for the Election Review Board 2022 (Verksamhetsredogörelse för Valprövningsnämnden 2022), p. 6.] 

A person who believes that the voting is not being conducted correctly may complain about the reception of the votes directly to the voting clerks.[footnoteRef:48] It is also possible to contact the Election Committee (Valnämnden) of the municipality.[footnoteRef:49] The Election Committee in each municipality is responsible for the training and appointment of voting clerks and for ensuring that the reception and counting of votes are carried out correctly.[footnoteRef:50]  [48:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2021) “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), government official report SOU 2021:96, 15 December 2021, p. 122. ]  [49:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) Complain, appeal and report (Klaga, överklaga och anmäl), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [50:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 3, section 3, 1 Januari 2015.] 


In Sweden, the Parliamentary Ombudsmen (Justitieombudsmannen, JO) are appointed by the Swedish parliament (Riksdag) to ensure that public authorities and their staff comply with the laws and other statutes governing their actions. A complaint to the Parliamentary Ombudsmen can be made by anybody who believes that he or she or someone else has been treated wrongly or unjustly by a public authority or an official employed by the civil service or local government.[footnoteRef:51] [51:  Sweden, Parliamentary Ombudsmen (Justitieombudsmannen), ‘How to complain’, official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.] 

In Sweden, all individuals can submit a complaint to the Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsmannen) if they have experienced discrimination as inadequate accessibility in certain areas of society. Inadequate accessibility was introduced as a form of discrimination in the Anti-Discrimination Act (Diskrimineringslag [2008:567]) in 2015.[footnoteRef:52] However, the prohibition against discrimination as inadequate accessibility only applies to the areas of society specified in the Anti-Discrimination Act. This means that the Anti-Discrimination Act does not cover all situations or all areas of society and may therefore not be applicable in situations where persons are directly or indirectly prevented from exercising their right to political participation due to lack of accessibility.[footnoteRef:53] [52:  Sweden, Discrimination Act (Diskrimineringslag [2008:567]), chapter 1, section 4, point 3, 1 January 2015.]  [53:  See for example; Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) (2022) “Security and accessibility in elections” (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), consultation response SOU 2021:96, 22 April 2022.] 

The Swedish Institute for Human Rights (Institutet för mänskliga rättigheter) does not have the mandate to receive individual complaints.[footnoteRef:54] [54:  Sweden, Act on the Institute of Human Rights (Lag [2021:642] om Institutet för mänskliga rättigheter), section 2, 1 October 2021.] 

According to the Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt), there is a lack of clarity and consequent uncertainty about how and to whom persons with disabilities can report obstacles they experience at the polling stations or voting places during elections.[footnoteRef:55] [55:  Sweden, Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt) (2023) Obstacles to voting in the 2022 elections (Hinder för att rösta i valet 2022), 2023, p. 10.] 


	Is information on complaints mechanisms regarding political participation accessible to persons with disabilities?
	Partially – some accessibility measures are in place  
	In Sweden, the websites of public authorities must achieve accessibility in line with the requirements in the Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag [2018:1937] om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service).[footnoteRef:56] The act implements the Directive (EU) 2016/2102 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 October 2016 on the accessibility of websites and mobile applications of public sector bodies. The Act builds on EN 301 549 v3.2.1 and the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1 level AA. [56:  Sweden, Act on Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag (2018:1937) om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service), 22 November 2018.] 


In Sweden, the Election Review Board (Valprövningsnämnden) has a webpage on the parliament’s (Riksdagen) website. The webpage has information about the Election Review Board and how to appeal election results to the Board.[footnoteRef:57] Appeals can be submitted by e-mail or letter and, since 2018, also via a standardised online form.[footnoteRef:58] The parliament’s website must be accessible in accordance with  the requirements in the Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services.[footnoteRef:59] The parliament reports that it currently comply with the legal requirements, but that they have a number of known accessibility problems.[footnoteRef:60] [57:  Sweden, Swedish Parliament (Sveriges Riksdag) Election Review Board (Valprövningsnämnden) official website, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [58:  Sweden, Swedish Parliament (Sveriges Riksdag) (2023) Activity report for the Election Review Board 2022 (Verksamhetsredogörelse för Valprövningsnämnden 2022), pp. 8-9.]  [59:  Sweden, Act on Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag (2018:1937) om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service), 22 November 2018.]  [60:  Sweden, Swedish Parliament (Sveriges Riksdag) Accessiblity of the parliament’s website (Tillgänglighet för riksdagens webbplats), official website, accessed 3 November 2023.] 


In Sweden, the Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) has information on their website about how to appeal the election results to the Election Review Board (Valprövningsnämnden), how to complain about the reception of the votes to the voting clerks and how to report to the Election Committee (Valnämnden) of the municipality.[footnoteRef:61] The web page is accessible through the text to speech auto reader function. Information is also available in sign language via a number of films.[footnoteRef:62] However, there is no specific information about how to report accessibility barriers faced by persons with disabilities. The Election Authority’s website must be accessible in accordance with the requirements in the Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services.[footnoteRef:63] Currently, the website does not meet all requirements. The Authority states that it is working to remedy the deficiencies. The shortcomings that exist mainly concern three areas: technology, language and pedagogy.[footnoteRef:64]  [61:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten), Complain, appeal and report (Klaga, överklaga och anmäl), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [62:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten), Counting of votes and election results (Rösträkning och valresultat), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [63:  Sweden, Act on Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag (2018:1937) om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service), 22 November 2018.]  [64:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten), Accessiblity report (Tillgänglighetsredogörelse), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.] 


In Sweden, the Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsman, DO) has information about how and where to make complaints in accordance with the Discrimination Act (Diskrimineringslag) on their website.[footnoteRef:65] The information is available in easy read format (lättläst)[footnoteRef:66] and sign language (teckenspråk).[footnoteRef:67] It is also possible to use the text-to-speak reader function at the website.[footnoteRef:68] However, there is no specific information about how and where to complain in the case of problems with exercising the right to political participation for persons with disability.[footnoteRef:69] The Discrimination Ombudsman’s website must be accessible in accordance with the requirements in the Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services.[footnoteRef:70] Currently, the website reports a number of accessibility problems, among other things with the text-to-speak function.[footnoteRef:71] [65:  Sweden, Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsmannen), Reporting discrimination (Anmäla diskriminering), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [66:  Sweden, Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsmannen), Report discrimination (Anmäl diskriminering), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023. ]  [67:  Sweden, Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsmannen), Report discrimination (Anmäl diskriminering), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [68:  Sweden, Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsmannen), Listen to our website (Lyssna på vår webbplats), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [69:  However, as mentioned above, the Discrimination Act may not be applicable in all situations where persons are directly or indirectly prevented from exercising their right to political participation due to lack of accessibility.]  [70:  Sweden, Act on Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag (2018:1937) om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service), 22 November 2018.]  [71:  Sweden, Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsmannen), Accessibility report (Tillgänglighetsredogörelse), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.] 


In Sweden, the Parliamentary Ombudsmen (Justitieombudsmannen, JO) has information on how to complain on their website.[footnoteRef:72] The information is available in sign language (teckenspråk).[footnoteRef:73] It is also possible to use the text-to-speak reader function at the website.[footnoteRef:74] However, there is no specific information about how and where to complain in the case of problems with exercising the right to political participation for persons with disability. The Parliamentary Ombudsman’s website must be accessible in accordance with the requirements in the Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services.[footnoteRef:75] Currently, the website reports a number of accessibility problems.[footnoteRef:76] [72:  Sweden, Parliamentary Ombudsmen (Justitieombudsmannen), ‘How to complain’, official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [73:  Sweden, Parliamentary Ombudsmen (Justitieombudsmannen), About JO (Om JO), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [74:  Sweden, Parliamentary Ombudsmen (Justitieombudsmannen), Text-to-speech (Text till tal), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.]  [75:  Sweden, Act on Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag (2018:1937) om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service), 22 November 2018.]  [76:  Sweden, Parliamentary Ombudsmen (Justitieombudsmannen),  Accessiblity report (Tillgänglighetsredogörelse), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.] 

It is possible to report inadequate web-accessibility to the Agency for Digital Government (Myndigheten för digital förvaltning, DIGG).[footnoteRef:77] [77:  Sweden, Agency for Digital Government (Myndigheten för digital förvaltning, DIGG) Report inadequate accessibility (Anmäl bristande tillgänglighet), official webpage, accessed 3 November 2023.] 


	Have national courts considered cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?
	Yes, cases considered
	In Sweden, one case from Karlstad Administrative Court (Karlstads Förvaltningsrätt) considering financial assistance (bistånd) for travel in connection with participation in the general elections 2022 has been identified.[footnoteRef:78] [78:  Sweden, Administrative Court (Förvaltningsrätt), Karlstad FR 4576-22, 27 April 2023. Searches conducted through the database Juno with regard to the Supreme Administrative Court, Administrative Courts of Appeal, Supreme Court, and Courts of Appeal during 2020-2023. The following keywords have been used: "inadequate accessibility," "public employment," "voting reception", "polling station," "escorting", "ballot paper", "participation in elections", "election 2018" and "election 2022.”] 


In the case, the appellant had been denied financial assistance for, among other things, travel in connection with going to the polling station during the general elections 2022.[footnoteRef:79] The municipality rejected the application on the grounds that travel to the polling station did not fall within the concept of a reasonable standard of living (skälig levnadsnivå) under chapter 4, section 1 of the Social Services Act. The municipality instead claimed that the trip could be paid for by another type of financial assistance already granted. The Administrative Court held, among other things, that being able to get to a polling station is a prerequisite for an individual to be able to exercise his or her democratic rights. The Court held that a travel in connection with participation in a general election must be included in the concept of a reasonable standard of living. Therefore, the Court concluded that the municipality had no reason to reject the application on that ground. However, since the appellant's application for financial assistance was received by the municipality five days after the election day, the Court held that the appellant had not shown that she did not have the financial means to be able to carry out the travel. The applicant’s request for financial assistance for travel in connection with participation in the general elections was therefore denied. [79:  It should be noted that is not clear from the case why the appellant was in need of financial assistance for travel to the polling station. ] 


	Have non-judicial complaints mechanisms considered cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?
	Yes, cases considered
	In Sweden, the Election Review Board (Valprövningsnämnden) has received around 400 appeals in relation to the 2022 general elections. Based on the list of considered appeals available on the Election Review Board's website, it is not clear how many of the appeals directly concern lack of accessibility. A number of appeals which concerned election materials aimed at persons with visual impairments have been considered by the Election Review Board.[footnoteRef:80] In its decision, the Election Review Board concluded that the error was a deviation from the prescribed procedure. If there has been any deviation from the prescribed procedure, the Election Review Board shall annul an election to the extent necessary and decide on a new election. However, such correction shall only be made if the error can reasonably be assumed to have affected the election results. In the current case, the Election Review Board considered that it was not reasonable to assume that the incident could have affected the election results.[footnoteRef:81] [80:  Sweden, Election Review Board (Valprövningsnämnden) (2022) Brister i valmateriel riktat till synskadade har inte ansetts påverka valutgången – avslag (Deficiencies in election materials aimed at persons with visual impairments have not been considered to affect the outcome of the election – rejection), decision 106-2022.]  [81:  In connection with the 2022 general elections, the Election Authority sent out a number of sets of Braille material to voters who had ordered such material from the Authority. On 9 September 2022, the Election Authority was made aware that there was an error in the Braille material that had been sent out. Envelopes with election materials in Braille which were sent to persons with visual impairments had the wrong contents.] 


No cases from the Parliamentary Ombudsman (Justitieombudsmannnen)[footnoteRef:82] or the Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsmannen)[footnoteRef:83] have been identified.  [82:  Searches conducted via the Parliamentary Ombudsman’s webpage.]  [83:  Searches conducted via the Equality Ombudsman’s webpage. However, as mentioned above, the Discrimination Act may not be applicable in all situations where persons are directly or indirectly prevented from exercising their right to political participation due to lack of accessibility.] 


The newly established Institute for Human Rights (Institutet för mänskliga rättigheter) does not have the mandate to receive individual complaints.[footnoteRef:84] [84:  Sweden, Act on the Institute for Human Rights (Lag [2021:642] om Institutet för mänskliga rättigheter), 1 October 2021, section 2.] 


	Are persons with disabilities members of the current national parliament?
	No data identified
	In Sweden, there is no register of persons with disabilities. This means that the statistics available derive from various surveys. According to the Swedish Agency for Participation’s (Myndigheten för delaktighet) annual report 2022, there is no data available on if persons with disabilities are politically elected.[footnoteRef:85] The Swedish Agency for Accessible Media’s (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM) report on the follow-up of democratic participation of persons with reading disabilities from 2022 also highlights the lack of existing statistics on the matter.[footnoteRef:86]  [85:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) (2023) Follow-up of the disability policy 2022 (Uppföljning av funktionshinderspolitiken 2022), March 2023, p. 55.]  [86:  Sweden, Swedish Agency for Accessible Media (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM) (2022) Follow-up of democratic participation of persons with reading impairments (Uppföljning av demokratisk delaktighet för personer med läsnedsättning), MTM 2022/441, 10 October 2022.] 


However, Statistics Sweden (Statistikmyndigheten) collects data on person with disabilities’ membership in political parties, participation in political discussions[footnoteRef:87] and participation in elections.[footnoteRef:88] [87:  See for example, Sweden, Statistics Sweden (Statistikmyndigheten) Civic Activities (Medborgerliga aktiviteter), official webpage, accessed 6 November 2023.]  [88:  Sweden, Statistics Sweden (Statistikmyndigheten) (2023) Voter turnout in the 2022 general elections (Deltagandet i de allmänna valen 2022), ME09 – Demokratistatistik 2023:1, May 2023. ] 


The Parliament Administration (Riksdagsförvaltningen) reports that they do not have any information on persons with disabilities as members of parliament.[footnoteRef:89]  [89:  Email correspondence with representative from the Riksdag Administration (Riksdagsförvaltningen), 27 October 2023.] 


A request has been submitted to each political party in the parliament (Riksdag). The Social Democratic party (Socialdemokraterna) replied that data on disability among members of the current national parliament are not available.[footnoteRef:90] The Christian Democrats’ (Kristdemokraterna) replied that one member of the European parliament has an impairment.[footnoteRef:91]  [90:  Email correspondence with representative from the Social Democratic party (Socialdemokraterna), 5 November 2023.]  [91:  Email correspondence with representative from the Christian Democrats’ (Kristdemokraterna), 20 November 2023.] 


	Is data available on the number of members of municipal/regional governments who have a disability?
	No data available
	In Sweden, there is no register of persons with disabilities. This means that the statistics available derive from various surveys. According to the Swedish Agency for Participation’s (Myndigheten för delaktighet) annual report 2022, there is no data available on the number of persons with disabilities who are politically elected.[footnoteRef:92] The Swedish Agency for Accessible Media’s (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM) report on the follow-up of democratic participation of persons with reading disabilities from 2022 also highlights the lack of existing statistics on the matter.[footnoteRef:93]  [92:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) (2023) Follow-up of the disability policy 2022 (Uppföljning av funktionshinderspolitiken 2022), March 2023, p. 55.]  [93:  Sweden, Swedish Agency for Accessible Media (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM) (2022) Follow-up of democratic participation of persons with reading impairments (Uppföljning av demokratisk delaktighet för personer med läsnedsättning), MTM 2022/441, 10 October 2022.] 


The Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions (Sveriges Kommuner och Regioner, SKR) reports that the association does not have any information available on the number of persons with disabilities who are politically elected on the regional/municipal level.[footnoteRef:94] [94:  Email correspondence with representative from the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions (Sveriges Kommuner och Regioner), 30 October 2023.] 


	Is training for election authorities and officials on non-discrimination on the grounds of disability, accessibility and accommodation required by law?
	Yes, training required by law 
 
	In Sweden, training for voting clerks (röstmottagare) is required by law. According to chapter 3, section 1 of the Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), the Swedish Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) has the overall responsibility for matters concerning elections. Since 1 February 2022, the same provision states that, ahead of each election, the central election authority must produce training material concerning the election. The training material must be provided to the County Administrative Boards (Länsstyrelserna) and municipal election committees.[footnoteRef:95] However, the legal provision does not itself specify the content of the training material.  [95:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 3, section 1, 1 February 2022.] 


Chapter 3, section 2 of the Elections Act stipulates that the County Administrative Board is the regional election authority, with county-wide responsibility for matters concerning elections and for training of the municipal election committees.[footnoteRef:96]  [96:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 3, section 2, 1 January 2015.] 


According to chapter 3, section 5 of the Elections Act, the training material provided by the central election authority must be used for the training of voting clerks. Only those who have received such training may be appointed as voting clerks. According to the same provision, the election committee may replace parts of the material or supplement it if this is necessary in view of local circumstances.[footnoteRef:97]  [97:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 3, section 5, 1 February 2022.] 


According to the Election Authority’s guidance on training of voting clerks, the Authority's training material guarantees the level of knowledge that voting clerks need to have in order to carry out their duties. However, it is important that the election committees supplement the training with their own instructions on local conditions. If the election committees replace parts of the training material with their own material, the election committee must ensure the quality of the material. This can be done, for example, by the election committee collaborating with the municipal lawyer or with another election authority.[footnoteRef:98] [98:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) (2022) Guidance on training of voting clerks (Ställningstagande om röstmottagarnas utbildning), VAL-159, 18 February 2022.] 


The training material developed by the Election Authority consist of presentations, films and instructions for exercises.[footnoteRef:99] The presentation about voting reception in polling stations and voting places, includes information about assisting voters, accessibility at polling stations and voting places, voting by messenger and mobile voting clerks. The Election Authority reports that they will update the training material prior to the 2024 European parliament elections. Material related to training of voting clerks is due to be published in December 2023.[footnoteRef:100] [99:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) Training of voting clerks (Utbildning av röstmottagare), official webpage, accessed 22 November 2023.]  [100:  Sweden, Email correspondence with representative from the Election Authority (Valmyndigheten), 7 November 2023.] 


The Agency for Participation has, together with a number of election committees,  developed a number of bullet-points to be included in training initiatives on accessibility, for example in the general training of voting clerks.[footnoteRef:101] In addition, the Agency has produced an information film together with the County Administrative Boards (Länsstyrelserna) on how voting clerks can increase accessibility at the polling station or voting place and assist voters who need this in order to be able to vote. The film is produced with subtitles, audio description (syntolkad) and sign language (teckenspråk).[footnoteRef:102] The film has been disseminated to the election committees by the Agency for Participation and the County Administrative Boards' election coordinators. According to the Swedish Agency for Participation, the film has been viewed a couple of thousand times.[footnoteRef:103] [101:  Sweden, Swedish Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Training of voting clerks (Utbildning av röstmottagare) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [102:  Sweden, Swedish Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Training of voting clerks (Utbildning av röstmottagare) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [103:  Sweden, email correspondence with official at the Swedish Agency for Participation, 14 November 2023.] 


While the municipalities must use the training material developed by the Election Authority, they may choose to add additional training material, for example the training material for voting clerks on accessible elections developed by the Agency for Participation outlined above.[footnoteRef:104]  [104:  Sweden, Swedish Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Training of voting clerks (Utbildning av röstmottagare), official webpage, accessed 31 October 2023.] 


In its consultation response on the government official report “Security and accessibility in elections” (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val) submitted to the government in 2022, the Agency for Participation stated that the training material from the Election Authority did not provide the municipal election committees with sufficient preconditions to succeed in their mission to train the voting clerks. The Agency stated that the municipal election committees' ability to replace and supplement the training may however mean that accessibility issues are given more space. Still, this also means that the training efforts on accessibility may differ between municipalities. The Agency stressed that if the voting clerks are to be able to help voters with disabilities in a way that is equal across the country, it is necessary to have additional or more accurate educational efforts.[footnoteRef:105] [105:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) (2022) “Security and accessibility in elections” (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), consultation response, SOU 2021:96, 22 April 2022, p. 6.] 


	Are there mechanisms in place to ensure consultation and involvement of DPOs in the development of laws and policies which affect them?
	Yes, mechanisms established by law

	In Sweden, consultations with authorities and organisations are laid down in the Constitution. Chapter 7, section 2 of the Instrument of Government (Regeringsformen)[footnoteRef:106] covers the “preparation/drafting requirement” (beredningskrav) and states that: “In preparing Government business, the necessary information and opinions shall be obtained from the public authorities concerned. Information and opinions shall be obtained from local authorities as necessary. Organisations and individuals shall also be given an opportunity to express an opinion as necessary.”[footnoteRef:107] This requirement applies to Government business. Government business include, for example, government bills and the promulgation of acts, regulations and certain administrative matters. As a rule, this preparation requirement is met through a referral consultation (remissbehandling).[footnoteRef:108] [106:  Sweden, Instrument of Government (Kungörelse [1974:152] om beslutad ny Regeringsform), 1 January 2011.]  [107:  Vid beredningen av regeringsärenden ska behövliga upplysningar och yttranden inhämtas från berörda myndigheter. Upplysningar och yttranden ska också i den omfattning som behövs inhämtas från kommuner. Även sammanslutningar och enskilda ska i den omfattning som behövs ges möjlighet att yttra sig. ]  [108:  Sweden, Government Offices (Regeringskansliet) (2022) Information to politicians in the government offices (Information för politiker i regeringskansliet), handbook, September 2022.] 


There are also systematic procedures in place not established in law. “Sakråd” (expert advice) is a working method established by the government offices that can be used to access knowledge and perspectives from civil society organisations on a certain subject matter. This working method aims to complement other consultations and increases the quality of the government's work.[footnoteRef:109] [109:  Sweden, Government Offices (Regeringskansliet) Expert advice (Sakråd) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


The government has a Disability Delegation, which is the government’s main forum for consultation and dialogue with the disability movement. The Delegation is chaired by the Minister responsible for the coordination of disability policy. The Delegation meets about four times a year for strategic consultations and dialogue on the content and development of the disability policy.

According to the Swedish Disability Rights Federation’s report “Respect for Rights” (Respekt för rättigheter) from 2019, organisations representing persons with disabilities are rarely actively involved in decisions to the extent and in the manner required by CRPD Committee’s general comment 7. The Swedish Disability Rights Federation According also states that, even though there may be opportunities to provide input, this often occurs without meaningful feedback, without access to documentation, or when decisions have practically already been made.[footnoteRef:110] [110:  Sweden, Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt) (2019) “Respect for Rights” (Respekt för rättigheter), 2019.] 


Active involvement of disability organisations is also central to the Swedish Agency for participation's (Myndigheten för delaktighet) activities. There is an agreement between the Swedish Agency for participation and the disability movement in order to ensure that the Agency’s cooperation with the disability movement is in line with the CRPD.[footnoteRef:111] The Agency has also developed a consultation model for cooperation[footnoteRef:112] and the disability movement is represented on the Agency’s knowledge council.[footnoteRef:113] The Agency for participation reports that the Agency has, ahead of the 2022 elections, interacted with and gathered actors in various ways to support dialogue and collaboration. One way has been to organise network meetings and seminars for actors and organisations who have a responsibility or special interest in accessibility and participation in connection with elections. Three larger meetings have been held on 5 April, 18 August (digitally) and 11 November 2022.[footnoteRef:114] [111:  United Nations, Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2023) Combined second and third periodic reports submitted by Sweden under article 35 of the Convention pursuant to the optional reporting procedure, 25 November 2019.]  [112:  Sweden, Agency for participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Disability council (Funktionshindersråd), official webpage, accessed 7 November 2023.]  [113:  Sweden, Agency for participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Knowledge council (Kunskapsråd), official webpage, accessed 7 November 2023.]  [114:  Sweden, Email correspondence with representative from the Agency for participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet), 14 November 2023.] 


	Do national authorities provide guidelines on how to make polling stations accessible?
	Yes, detailed guidance available 
	In Sweden, polling stations and voting places used in connection with general elections must be accessible to all those who wish to vote, according to chapter 3, section 3 and chapter 4, Sections 20 and 22 of the Elections Act.[footnoteRef:115] As stated above, it is the responsibility of each municipality to ensure that there are appropriate premises that can be used as voting places and polling stations. Appropriate premises are voting places and polling stations that, as regards location, accessibility and opening hours, provide voters with good opportunities to vote.[footnoteRef:116] [115:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 3, section 3, 1 January 2015; Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 4, sections 20 and 22, 1 January 2015.]  [116:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 4, sections 20 and 22, 1 January 2015.] 


In Sweden, the Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) developed a handbook for municipalities on the elections in 2022 to the parliament (Riksdag) as well as the regional and municipal elections.[footnoteRef:117] The Authority also developed a handbook on the elections to the European parliament in 2024.[footnoteRef:118] The handbooks contain several sections on accessibility in polling stations and voting places. The handbooks contain a reference to the Swedish Agency for Participation's website and checklist on accessible elections (see paragraph below). [117:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) (2022) Municipal handbook - Elections to the Riksdag, regional and municipal councils 2022 (Kommunens handbok - Valen till riksdag, region- och kommunfullmäktige 2022), VAL V0767 08, June 2022.]  [118:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) (2023) Municipal handbook - European Parliament elections 2024 (Kommunens handbok Valet till Europaparlamentet 2024), VAL V0767 09, September 2023.] 


In Sweden, the Swedish Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) has developed detailed guidance on accessible elections.[footnoteRef:119] Among other things, the Agency has developed a checklist for accessible elections to support municipalities in selecting and designing premises to be used in general elections. Ahead of the 2022 election, the Agency for Participation updated the checklist together with a number of election committees. The checklist contains criteria that the election committee needs to meet in order for voters with disabilities to be able to vote.[footnoteRef:120] However, the checklist is voluntary and used to different degrees by local authorities. More information on training initiatives and material in relation to training for election authorities is provided above. In addition, the Agency for Participation reports that it has presented knowledge and support material in several different contexts ahead of the 2022 elections. Among other things, the Agency has met with representatives of all election committees on at least one occasion.[footnoteRef:121] [119:  Sweden, Swedish Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Accessible elections (Tillgängliga val) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [120:  Sweden, Swedish Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Checklist for accessible elections (Checklista för tillgängliga val) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [121:  Email correspondence with representative from the Agency for participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet), 14 November 2023.] 


	Does the website which provides instructions for voting and information on candidates meet accessibility standards?
	Partially, some accessibility measures are in place 
	In Sweden, the Swedish Election Authority’s website provides information on the Swedish election system and on how to vote. The Authority has, for example, produced films on the general elections, on the Swedish election system and on how to vote. The films are available with subtitles.[footnoteRef:122] In addition, the website provides information on, among other things, the Swedish election system and how to vote in easy-to-read format (lättläst).[footnoteRef:123] The Swedish Election Authority’s website val.se must achieve be accessible  in accordance with the requirements in the Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag [2018:1937] om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service).[footnoteRef:124] Currently, the website does not meet all requirements and the Authority reports that it is working to remedy the deficiencies. The shortcomings that exist mainly concern three areas: technology, language and pedagogy.[footnoteRef:125] [122:  Sweden, Swedish Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) General elections (Allmänna val) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023; Sweden, Swedish Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) The foundation of the election system (Valsystems grunder) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023; Sweden, Swedish Election; Sweden, Swedish Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) Ways of voting (Sätt att rösta) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [123:  Sweden, Swedish Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) Easy read (Lättläst) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [124:  Sweden, Act on Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag (2018:1937) om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service), 22 November 2018.]  [125:  Sweden, Swedish Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) Accessibility statement (Tillgänglighetsredogörelse) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


In Sweden, the Agency for Accessible Media (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM) has been tasked with running the website “8 pages” (8 sidor) which contains news in plain Swedish. One webpage is called “All voters” (Alla väljare), allavaljare.se, and contains easy-to-read election information and news relevant to elections. In connection with the 2022 general elections, news about Swedish politics, information about the political system, political parties and the work of the parliament was published here, as well as information on how to vote.[footnoteRef:126] Readers could also ask questions to the political parties. The book “Time to Vote” (Dags att rösta) has been available on the website, with almost 60,000 downloads.[footnoteRef:127] The book explains democracy and politics in an easy-to-read format. During the midterm election period, the webpage provides easy-to-read news and information on the political debate. The Agency for Accessible Media’s website “8 pages” (8 sidor) must be accessible in line accordance with the requirements in the Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services.[footnoteRef:128] Currently, there are a number of problems with the website, such as certain content being inaccessible.[footnoteRef:129]  [126:  See for example, Sweden Agency for Accessible Media (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM) How to vote (Så röstar du), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [127:  Sweden, Agency for Accessible Media (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM) Annual report 2022 (Årsredovisning 2022), February 2023, p.10.]  [128:  Sweden, Act on Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag (2018:1937) om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service), 22 November 2018.]  [129:  Sweden, Agency for Accessible Media (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM) Accessibility statement 8 pages (Tillgänglighetsredogörelse 8 sidor) official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


87 percent of the participants in the Agency for Participation’s panel called “Rivkraft”[footnoteRef:130] reported that the information available before the 2022 election was accessible to them.[footnoteRef:131]  [130:  The participants in Rivkraft all have a disability, see Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Survey panel (Undersökningspanel), official webpage, accessed 2 November 2023.]  [131:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Survey panel Rivkraft – pre elections 2022 (Undersökningspanelen Rivkraft – efter valen 2022), question 1.] 


	Are some television programmes providing instructions for voting and information on candidates subtitled?
	Yes, some key programmes are subtitled 
	In Sweden, information on the election, political parties and candidates are broadcasted on both public and private television. 

[bookmark: _Hlk149729377]The legal requirement on media service providers to design the service in such a way that it is accessible to persons with disabilities by means of subtitles, interpretation, text-to-speech or similar techniques is regulated in chapter 5, section 12 of the Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]).[footnoteRef:132] If the operation is financed by the public service fee pursuant to the Swedish Act on the Financing of Public Service Radio and Television (Lag [2018:1893] om finansiering av radio och tv i allmänhetens tjänst),[footnoteRef:133] accessibility measures shall be implemented to the extent decided by the government. In all other cases the required extent of accessibility measures is decided by the Swedish Agency for the Media (Mediemyndigheten).  [132:  Sweden, Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]), chapter 5, section 12, 1 December 2020.]  [133:  Sweden, Act on the Financing of Public Service Radio and Television (Lag [2018:1893] om finansiering av radio och tv i allmänhetens tjänst), 22 November 2018.] 


Thus, the Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB, SVT) and the Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Utbildningsradion AB, UR) have a special assignment to work with accessibility based on decisions by the government.[footnoteRef:134] The scope of the accessibility requirements for other Swedish broadcasters is decided by the Swedish Agency for the Media. The Agency's requirements apply to TV channels broadcast from Sweden. For several channels and play services, special accessibility requirements apply, such as: TV3; TV4; TV6; Sjuan; TV8; TV10; TV12; TV4 Play; Viaplay; HBO Nordic.[footnoteRef:135] [134:  Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities for Sveriges Television AB (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Sveriges Television AB), government decisions, 8 December 2022; and Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Utbildningsradion AB, UR), government decision, 8 December 2022.]  [135:  Sweden, Swedish Agency for the Media (Mediemyndigheten) Consumer (Konsument), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023, and; Swedish Agency for the Media (Mediemyndigheten) Regulations for accessibility (Regler för tillgänglighet), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


According to SVT, all pre-produced programs with Swedish speech were available through subtitling in 2022.[footnoteRef:136] Many live programs, all news broadcasts including extra broadcasts and long special broadcasts also have subtitles. All local news are subtitled with automatic speech recognition published on “SVT Play” a few minutes after the end of the regular broadcast.[footnoteRef:137] According to SVT, 75 percent of the live-programs were subtitled in 2022, including news broadcasts.[footnoteRef:138] In 2023, the requirement for SVT is to make 80% of the live programs available through subtitles.[footnoteRef:139] SVT reports that all election programs were subtitled.[footnoteRef:140] [136:  The Swedish-to-Swedish subtitles are available on page 199 on teletext, regardless of channel, see, Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) Swedish Public Service Television's Public Service report 2022 (Sveriges Televisions public service-redovisning 2022), 2023.]  [137:  Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) How SVT works with accessibility (Så arbetar SVT med tillgänglighet), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [138:  Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) Swedish Public Service Television's Public Service report 2022 (Sveriges Televisions public service-redovisning 2022), 2023.]  [139:  Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities for Sveriges Television AB (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Sveriges Television AB), government decision, 8 December 2022.]  [140:  Sweden, email correspondence with official at the Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB), 24 November 2023.] 


According to UR, all pre-produced programs with Swedish speech were available through subtitling in 2023. All programs in a language other than Swedish have been provided with subtitles in Swedish, with a few exceptions.[footnoteRef:141] [141:  Sweden, Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Utbildningsradion AB, UR) Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company's Public Service report 2023 (Utbildningsradion AB public service-redovisning 2023), 2024, p. 73.] 


Ahead of the 2022 election, SVT's hearings of the party leaders were summarized in plain Swedish (lätt Svenska) in a short version. The programme is aimed at those who want an easy and clear summary of the most important issues.[footnoteRef:142] [142:  Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) The election in plain Swedish (Valet på lätt svenska), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023. ] 


In 2020, SVT launched the function “Clearer speech” (Tydligare tal). The function suppresses background noise and allows voices in the program to be heard more clearly. The function does not replace subtitles but makes it easier for people with hearing impairments to hear what is being said the programs.[footnoteRef:143]  [143:  Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) How SVT works with accessibility (Så arbetar SVT med tillgänglighet), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023; Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) Swedish Public Service Television's Public Service report 2022 (Sveriges Televisions public service-redovisning 2022), 2023, and; Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) Clearer speech (Tydligare tal), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


In addition to this, SVT offers text-to-speak, sign language interpretation and audio description of some of their programs, please see below.

During March and April 2022, the Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt Sverige) arranged a series of talks with political party leaders and other representatives of the parliamentary parties. The talks were produced in 30-minute-long films. The Swedish Disability Rights Federation used slow subtitling with the support of the Swedish Aphasie Association (Afasiförbundet) and the Agency for Accessible Media (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM).[footnoteRef:144] [144:  Sweden, Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt Sverige) Political party leader talks on disability rights (Partiledarsamtal om funktionsrätt), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023. ] 


Before the election in 2022, the Swedish Disability Rights Federation conducted a survey on how persons with disabilities perceived media coverage leading up to the election. 197 persons responded to the survey, of which 93 percent stated that they have a disability or a chronic illness. One in four said they had not received adequate information to decide how to vote. 96 percent of them said that media did not raise issues that matter to them.[footnoteRef:145] [145:  Sweden, Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt Sverige) (2023) An evaluation of disability-related issues in media ahead of the 2022 Election (Utvärdering av funktionsrättsfrågor i media inför valet 2022), January 2023.] 


	Do some television programmes providing instructions for voting and information on candidates have national sign language interpretation?
	Yes, some key programmes have sign language interpretation 
	In Sweden, information on elections, political parties and political candidates are broadcasted on both public and private television. 

As mentioned above, the legal requirement on media service providers to design the service in such a way that it is accessible to persons with disabilities by means of subtitles, interpretation, text-to-speech or similar techniques is regulated in chapter 5, section 12 of the Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]).[footnoteRef:146] The Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB, SVT) and the Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Utbildningsradion AB, UR) have a special assignment to work with accessibility based on decisions by the government.[footnoteRef:147] The scope of the accessibility requirements for other Swedish broadcasters is decided by the Swedish Agency for the Media. [146:  Sweden, Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]), chapter 5, section 12, 1 December 2020.]  [147:  Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities for Sveriges Television AB (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Sveriges Television AB), government decision, 8 December 2022; and Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Utbildningsradion AB, UR), government decision, 8 December 2022.] 


According to SVT, 5,7 percent of the SVT programs were available through sign language interpretation in 2022.[footnoteRef:148] The news program “Rapport” and the culture news “Kulturnytt” are interpreted through sign language every day between 18.00 and 18.30. In extraordinary news situations, when programs in the channel SVT1 are interrupted for news broadcasts, a sign language interpreted version is broadcast in parallel on the channel SVT2. In addition, SVT simulcast programs and events with sign language interpretation on “SVT Play”.[footnoteRef:149] In 2023, the requirement for SVT is to make 6% of the programs available through sign language interpretation.[footnoteRef:150] SVT reports that the following election programs were sign-interpreted: The Party Leader Interviews (Partiledarutfrågningarna), the Prime Minister's Meeting (Statsministermötet), the Final Debate (Slutdebatten), the Election Night Watch (Valvakan) and Agenda Special: The Day After the Election (Agenda special: dagen efter valet).[footnoteRef:151] [148:  Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) Swedish Public Service Television's Public Service report 2022 (Sveriges Televisions public service-redovisning 2022), 2023.]  [149:  Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) How SVT works with accessibility (Så arbetar SVT med tillgänglighet), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [150:  Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities for Sveriges Television AB (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Sveriges Television AB), government decision, 8 December 2022.]  [151:  Sweden, email correspondence with official at the Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB), 24 November 2023.] 


According to UR, 6 percent of the UR programs were available through sign language interpretation in 2023. 64 percent of these programs were directed at children and young persons.[footnoteRef:152] The news program (Lilla Aktuellt teckenspråk), for grades 4-6, is interpreted through sign language every Friday during the school term and covers the most important events of the week.[footnoteRef:153] [152:  Sweden, Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Utbildningsradion AB, UR) Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company's Public Service report 2023 (Utbildningsradion AB public service-redovisning 2023), 2024, p. 73.]  [153:  Sweden, Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Utbildningsradion AB, UR) Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company's Public Service report 2023 (Utbildningsradion AB public service-redovisning 2023), 2024, p. 75.] 


During March and April 2022, the Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt Sverige) arranged a series of talks with political party leaders and other representatives of the parliamentary parties. The talks were produced in 30-minute-long films. The films are interpreted in sign language with the support of Agency for Accessible Media (Myndigheten för tillgängliga medier, MTM).[footnoteRef:154] [154:  Sweden, Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt Sverige) Political party leader talks on disability rights (Partiledarsamtal om funktionsrätt), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023. ] 


	Are some television programmes providing instructions for voting and information on candidates audio described?
	Yes, some key programmes have audio description
	In Sweden, information on the election, political parties and candidates are broadcasted on both public and private television. 

As mentioned above, the legal requirement on media service providers to design the service in such a way that it is accessible to persons with disabilities by means of subtitles, interpretation, text-to-speech or similar techniques is regulated in chapter 5, section 12 of the Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]).[footnoteRef:155] The Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB, SVT) and the Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Utbildningsradion AB, UR) have a special assignment to work with accessibility based on decisions by the government.[footnoteRef:156] The scope of the accessibility requirements for other Swedish broadcasters is decided by the Swedish Agency for the Media. [155:  Sweden, Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]), chapter 5, section 12, 1 December 2020.]  [156:  Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities for Sveriges Television AB (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Sveriges Television AB), government decision, 8 December 2022; and Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Utbildningsradion AB, UR), government decision, 8 December 2022.] 


SVT offers the service text-to-speak (uppläst text) for a range of its programs.[footnoteRef:157] It is a technical service where a synthetic voice reads out the subtitles. The service is available for all SVT's non-live programs with subtitles in all SVT's program services.[footnoteRef:158] One example of programs that are relevant for the elections and information on candidates is, in addition to the news broadcasts, the program on in-depth society information “Agenda”.[footnoteRef:159] [157:  Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) text-to-speak (Uppläst undertext), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [158:  Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) text-to-speak in SVT (Uppläst undertext i SVT), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [159:  Sweden, Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) text-to-speak (Uppläst undertext), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


According to SVT, 5,9 percent of the programs were available through audio interpretation (syntolkning) in 2022.[footnoteRef:160] In 2023, the requirement for SVT is to make 6% of the programs available through audio interpretation.[footnoteRef:161] According to SVT, the goal is to make primarily visually story-telling programs accessible. The programmes must be of great public interest and/or be particularly suitable for audio description, i.e. the image must be an important part of the story-telling.[footnoteRef:162] [160:  Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) Swedish Public Service Television's Public Service report 2022 (Sveriges Televisions public service-redovisning 2022), 2023.]  [161:  Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities for Sveriges Television AB (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Sveriges Television AB), government decision, 8 December 2022.]  [162:  Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB) Swedish Public Service Television's Public Service report 2022 (Sveriges Televisions public service-redovisning 2022), 2023.] 


According to UR, 6 percent of the UR programs were available through audio interpretation in 2023. 64 percent of these programs were directed at children and young persons.[footnoteRef:163] According to UR, the service text-to-speak has been offered in all pre-produced programs with subtitles in 2023.[footnoteRef:164] [163:  Sweden, Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Utbildningsradion AB, UR) Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company's Public Service report 2023 (Utbildningsradion AB public service-redovisning 2023), 2024, p. 73.]  [164:  Sweden, Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Utbildningsradion AB, UR) Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company's Public Service report 2023 (Utbildningsradion AB public service-redovisning 2023), 2024, p. 74.] 


	Were some political party manifestos provided in accessible formats during the most recent elections?
	Some political parties provided accessible manifestos

	In Sweden, the manifestos of some political parties were provided in accessible formats.

The manifesto of the Swedish Social Democratic Party’s (Socialdemokraterna) is published on its website. The text-to-speech function can be used for the short version of the manifesto.[footnoteRef:165] The manifesto itself is not published in any other accessible format. However, the website has an easy read (lättläst) webpage.[footnoteRef:166] [165:  Sweden, Swedish Social Democratic Party (Socialdemokraterna) Social Democratic Party’s election manifesto 2022 (Socialdemokraternas valmanifest 2022), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [166:  Sweden, Swedish Social Democratic Party (Socialdemokraterna) Easy read (Lättläst), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


The manifesto of the Moderate Party’s (Moderaterna) is published on its website. The text-to-speech function can be used on a summary of the manifesto.[footnoteRef:167] The website also includes a short film with subtitles and a power point presentation from the press release of the manifesto.[footnoteRef:168] [167:  Sweden, Moderate Party (Moderaterna) Moderate Party’s election manifesto (Moderaternas valmanifest), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [168:  Sweden, Moderate Party (Moderaterna) Moderate Party’s election manifesto (Moderaternas valmanifest), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


The manifesto of the political party Sweden Democrats’ (Sverigedemokraterna) is published on its website. The manifesto is not published in any accessible format.[footnoteRef:169] However, the website has an easy read (lättläst) webpage.[footnoteRef:170] [169:  Sweden, Sweden Democrats (Sverigedemokraterna) Sweden Democrats’ election manifesto 2022 (Sverigedemokraternas valmanifest 2022), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [170:  Sweden, Sweden Democrats (Sverigedemokraterna) Easy read (Lättläst), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


The election platform of the Left Party’s (Vänsterpartiet) (valplattform) is published on its website.[footnoteRef:171] The platform is published in plain Swedish (lätt svenska).[footnoteRef:172] The text-to-speech function can be used for a summary of the platform and the easy Swedish version of the platform. In addition, it is possible to listen to the entire Left Party's election platform, either in one long episode or one part at a time. It is also possible to order a recording of the platform on a CD.[footnoteRef:173] [171:  Sweden, Left Party (Vänsterpartiet) Left Party’s election platform 2022 (Vänsterpartiets valplattform 2022), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [172:  Sweden, Left Party (Vänsterpartiet) Election platform in plain Swedish (Valplattformen på lätt svenska), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [173:  Sweden, Left Party (Vänsterpartiet) Listen to the election platform (Lyssna på valplattformen), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk149738869]The manifesto of the Centre Party’s (Centerpartiet) is published on their website. The text-to-speech function can be used for a summary of the manifesto.[footnoteRef:174] Moreover, the election program is published in sign language, divided into three films.[footnoteRef:175] In addition to their general manifesto, the Centre Party has produced a specific manifesto on disability (funktionsmanifest) which is produced in an easy read (lättläst) version.[footnoteRef:176] [174:  Sweden, Centre Party (Centerpartiet) Centre Party’s election manifesto 2022 (Centerpartiets valmanifest 2022), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [175:  Sweden, Centre Party (Centerpartiet) Election in sign language (Valet på teckenspråk), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [176:  Sweden, Centre Party (Centerpartiet) Manifesto on disability (Funktionsmanifest), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


The manifesto of the Christian Democrats’ (Kristdemokraterna) is published on their website. Text-to-speech function can be used for a summary of the manifesto.[footnoteRef:177] The manifesto itself is not published in any other accessible format. However, the website has an easy read (lättläst) webpage[footnoteRef:178] and a sign language webpage.[footnoteRef:179] [177:  Sweden, Christian Democrats (Kristdemokraterna) Christian Democrats presents election manifesto (KD presenterar valmanifest), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023. ]  [178:  Sweden, Christian Democrats (Kristdemokraterna) Easy read (Lättläst), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023. ]  [179:  Sweden, Christian Democrats (Kristdemokraterna) Sign language (Teckenspråk), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


The manifesto of the Swedish Green Party’s (Miljöpartiet) is published on their website. The text-to-speech function can be used for a summary of the manifesto.[footnoteRef:180] The manifesto is also produced in an easy read (lättläst) version.[footnoteRef:181] In addition, the Green Party’s programme is published in easy read format[footnoteRef:182] and it is also possible to listen to the programme.[footnoteRef:183]  [180:  Sweden, Green Party (Miljöpartiet) Election manifesto 2022 (Valmanifest 2022), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [181:  Sweden, Green Party (Miljöpartiet) Easy read (Lättläst), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [182:  Sweden, Green Party (Miljöpartiet) The Green Party’s politics in plain Swedish (Miljöpartiets politik på lättläst svenska), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [183:  Sweden, Green Party (Miljöpartiet) Listen to the party programme (Lyssna på partiprogrammet), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


The manifesto of the Liberals’ (Liberalerna) is published as a PDF-file on their website.[footnoteRef:184] It is possible to listen to the manifesto on their webpage.[footnoteRef:185] The manifesto is not published in any other accessible format. However, it is possible to request information in Braille.[footnoteRef:186] The website has a plain Swedish (lätt svenska) webpage.[footnoteRef:187]   [184:  Sweden, The Liberals (Liberalerna) Program and reports (Program och rapporter), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [185:  Sweden, The Liberals (Liberalerna) election manifesto 2022 (Inläsning valmanifest 2022), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023. ]  [186:  Sweden, The Liberals (Liberalerna) In plain Swedish (På lätt svenska), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.]  [187:  Sweden, The Liberals (Liberalerna) In plain Swedish (På lätt svenska), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


In 2022, funds were allocated to the parties in the Parliament (Riksdag) for particular information initiatives ahead of the 2022 general elections. The purpose of the funds was to give the parties increased opportunities to reach out to groups of eligible voters with low turnout in previous general elections, such as young persons, foreign born persons and persons with disabilities.[footnoteRef:188] [188:  Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) (2022) Appropriation directions for the financial year 2022 regarding appropriation 6:1 within expenditure area 1 (Regleringsbrev för budgetåret 2022 avseende anslag 6:1 inom utgiftsområde 1), government decision Ku2022/00783, 7 April 2022.] 


	Are there legal accessibility standards for public and private providers of internet and web-based public information?
	Yes, covering public and private 

	In Sweden, there are legal accessibility standards covering public and certain private providers of internet and web-based public information.

The Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services (Lag [2018:1937] om tillgänglighet till digital offentlig service)[footnoteRef:189] entered into force 1 January 2019. The act serves to  implement the Directive (EU) 2016/2102 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 October 2016 on the accessibility of the websites and mobile applications of public sector bodies. The Act builds on EN 301 549 v3.2.1 and the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1 level AA. The Act applies to public actors (offentliga aktörer). This includes state and municipal authorities, decision-making bodies in municipalities and regions, publicly governed bodies and associations of these actors.  [189:  Sweden, Act on Accessibility of Digital Public Services (), 22 November 2018. ] 


The term public actor here also includes certain private actors. According to section 4 of the Act on the Accessibility of Digital Public Services, private actors who, with public funding, conduct professional activities in preschools, schools, health and medical care and social care and individual education providers with permission to award degrees (utfärda examina), and which for the most part receive government subsidies to finance first-cycle (grundutbildning) or second-cycle (avancerad nivå) higher education or third-cycle education (forskarutbildning), are also covered by the term public actor and thereby covered by the Act.[footnoteRef:190] [190:  Sweden, Act on Accessibility of Digital Public Services (), 1 January 2020, section 4. ] 


For economic actors at large, there are upcoming legal requirements on web accessibility following the implementation of Directive (EU) 2019/882 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2019 on the accessibility requirements for products and services. The Act on the Accessibility of Certain Products and Services (Lag [2023:254] om vissa produkters och tjänsters tillgänglighet) serves to implement the directive and enters into force 28 June 2025.[footnoteRef:191]  [191:  Sweden, Act on the Accessibility of Certain Products and Services (Lag [2023:254] om vissa produkters och tjänsters tillgänglighet), 11 May 2023.] 


	Are there legal accessibility standards for public and private providers of media?
	Yes, covering public and private 
	In Sweden, there are legal accessibility standards for public and private providers of media. However, the legal requirements differ for public and private providers of media. 

As mentioned above, chapter 5, section 12 of the Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]),[footnoteRef:192] states that a media service provider shall design the service in such a way that it is accessible to persons with disabilities by means of subtitles, interpretation, text-to-speech or similar techniques. If the operation is financed by the public service fee pursuant to the Swedish Act on the Financing of Public Service Radio and Television (Lag [2018:1893] om finansiering av radio och tv i allmänhetens tjänst),[footnoteRef:193] accessibility measures shall be implemented to the extent decided by the government. In all other cases accessibility measures shall be implemented to the extent decided by the Swedish Agency for the Media (Mediemyndigheten). [192:  Sweden, Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]), chapter 5, section 12, 1 December 2020.]  [193:  Sweden, Act on the Financing of Public Service Radio and Television (Lag [2018:1893] om finansiering av radio och tv i allmänhetens tjänst), 22 November 2018.] 


Thus, the scope of the accessibility requirements for the Swedish Public Service Television (Sveriges Television AB, SVT) and the Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Utbildningsradion AB, UR) is based on decisions by the government.[footnoteRef:194] The scope of the accessibility requirements for other Swedish broadcasters is decided by the Swedish Agency for the media. The Agency's requirements apply to TV channels broadcasted from Sweden. For several channels and play services, special accessibility requirements apply, such as for: TV3; TV4; TV6; Sjuan; TV8; TV10; TV12; TV4 Play; Viaplay; HBO Nordic.[footnoteRef:195] [194:  Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities for Sveriges Television AB (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Sveriges Television AB), government decision, 8 December 2022; and Sweden, Ministry of Culture (Kulturdepartementet) Requirements for accessibility in TV broadcasts and on-demand TV for persons with disabilities Swedish Educational Broadcasting Company (Krav på tillgänglighet i tv-sändningar och beställ-tv för personer med funktionsnedsättning för Utbildningsradion AB, UR), government decision, 8 December 2022.]  [195:  Sweden, Swedish Agency for the Media (Mediemyndigheten) Consumer (Konsument), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023, and; Swedish Agency for the Media (Mediemyndigheten) Regulations for accessibility (Regler för tillgänglighet), official webpage, accessed 1 November 2023.] 


According to chapter 5, section 12 of the Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]), these decisions shall be valid for a specified period of time. In determining how and to what extent the service is to be made accessible to persons with disabilities, the media service provider’s financial conditions and the technical development of accessibility services shall be taken into account.[footnoteRef:196]  [196:  Sweden, Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]), chapter 5, section 12, 1 December 2020.] 


Since 1 December 2020, the service provider shall prepare an action plan for how to increase the accessibility of the service. The government or an authority designated by the government may issue regulations regarding what should be included in the action plan.[footnoteRef:197]  [197:  Sweden, Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]), chapter 5, section 12, 1 December 2020.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk149757087]On 1 December 2020, a new provision was introduced in the Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lagen). According to chapter 5, section 12(a), a media service provider that broadcasts messages that are of importance to the general public shall, at the request of a public authority, as soon as possible design these messages so that they are accessible to persons with disabilities.[footnoteRef:198] From 1 January 2024, this also includes a media service provider that broadcasts messages according to the Act on important messages to the general public (Lag [2023:407] om viktigt meddelande till allmänheten).[footnoteRef:199] [198:  Sweden, Radio and Television Act (Radio och tv-lag [2010:696]), chapter 5, section 12 a, 1 January 2024.]  [199:  Sweden, Act on important messages to the general public (Lag [2023:407] om viktigt meddelande till allmänheten), 15 June 2023.] 


	Are there mandatory accessibility standards for national and local authority buildings in the election context?
	Yes  
	[bookmark: _Hlk149757153]In Sweden, the municipality is responsible for ensuring that physical accessibility is included in the municipality’s mandatory comprehensive plan (översiktsplan) and detailed development plans (detaljplan). This process is regulated in the Swedish Planning and Building Act (Plan- och bygglag [2010:900]) which contains regulations on accessibility regarding new constructions, rebuilds, and alterations.[footnoteRef:200] The Act also requires easily remedied barriers to be removed. This is to improve the accessibility of existing facilities to which is open to the general public and also existing public places.[footnoteRef:201] The provisions in the Planning and Building Act are clarified in more detail in the Swedish National Board of Housing, Building and Planning's building regulations (Boverkets Byggregler).[footnoteRef:202] The Swedish National Board of Housing, Building and Planning (Boverket) has also developed regulations and general advice on the removal of easily remedied barriers to and in premises to which the public has access and in public places.[footnoteRef:203] [200:   See for example; Sweden, Planning and Building Act (Plan- och bygglag [2010:900]), chapter 8, section 1, 1 July 2010; chapter 8, section 4, 15 May 2020, and; and Planning and Building Regulation (Plan- och byggförordning [2011:338]), chapter 3, sections 4 and 18, 31 March 2011.]  [201:  Sweden, Planning and Building Act (Plan- och bygglag [2010:900]), chapter 8, section 2, 1 July 2010.]  [202:  Sweden, Swedish National Board of Housing, Building and Planning's building regulations (Boverkets Byggregler), 2020:4, 2011.]  [203:  Sweden, Swedish National Board of Housing, Building and Planning's regulations and general advice on the removal of easily remedied barriers to and in premises to which the public has access and in public places (Boverkets föreskrifter och allmänna råd (2011:13) om avhjälpande av enkelt avhjälpta hinder till och i lokaler dit allmänheten har tillträde och på allmänna platser), 2013:9, 2011.] 


	Are there legal accessibility standards for polling stations in place?
	Yes, for all polling stations 
	In Sweden, there are legal accessibility standards for all polling stations and voting places. According to chapter 4, sections 20 and 22 of the Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), polling stations and voting places used in connection with general elections must be accessible to all those who wish to vote.[footnoteRef:204] The same provisions, in connection with chapter 3, section 3 states that it is the responsibility of each municipality to ensure that there are appropriate premises that can be used as voting places and polling stations.[footnoteRef:205] Appropriate premises are voting places and polling stations that, as regards location, accessibility and opening hours, provide voters with good opportunities to vote. Chapter 8, section 7(a) of the Elections Act states that if a vote reception point is not accessible for voters with disabilities at any time during the vote reception, the voting clerks may receive the ballot envelopes of those voters outside the vote reception point. This applies if it can be conducted in a secure way.[footnoteRef:206] [204:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 4, sections 20 and 22, 1 January 2015.]  [205:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 4, sections 20 and 22, 1 January 2015.]  [206:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 8, section 7(a), 1 January 2015. ] 


Legislative changes to ensure that ballot paper stands are screened off during elections were introduced and applied for the first time in connection with the 2019 European Parliament election and after that in the elections to the parliament and to regional and municipal councils in 2022. According to chapter 8, section 2 of the Elections Act, an appropriate screened-off area must be arranged adjacent to each vote reception point where ballot papers can be put out and voters can take their ballot papers without being observed.[footnoteRef:207] Chapter 8, section 2(a) states that voters who, owing to an impairment or similar, cannot personally take their ballot papers in the screened-off area where the ballot papers are laid out must, upon request, be given assistance in this by the voting clerks, to the extent that this is necessary. Such a voter may also engage another person to assist them in this regard.[footnoteRef:208] According to the Election Authority's guidance on screened-off areas of ballot papers, at least one such area must be accessible by persons using walkers, wheelchairs or similar aids[footnoteRef:209] [207:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 8, section 2, 1 February 2022.]  [208:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 8, section 2(a), 1 February 2022.]  [209:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) (2022) Guidance on guidance on areas of ballot papers to be screened-off (Ställningstagande om avskärmning av platsen för valsedlar), VAL-155, 18 February 2022.] 


Since 2015, the political parties are also allowed to use their party symbols on the ballot papers, according to chapter 2, section 2 of the Elections Act.[footnoteRef:210] This makes it easier for voters who have difficulties reading and reduces the risk of confusion. [210:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 2, section 2, 1 January 2015.] 


	Is data available on the proportion of polling stations that are accessible to persons with disabilities?

	Some official data available
	In Sweden, the previous provisions in the Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]) that allowed municipalities to seek exemption from accessibility criteria at polling stations were removed on 1 January 2014.[footnoteRef:211] There is a lack of comprehensive data and documentation on barriers during elections.[footnoteRef:212]  [211:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2013) E-voting and other electoral issues (E-röstning och andra valfrågor), government official report, SOU 2013:24, 17 April 2013.]  [212:  Sweden, Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt) (2023) Obstacles to voting in the 2022 elections (Hinder för att rösta i valet 2022), 2023, p. 9.] 


The government official report “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val) submitted to the government in 2021 proposes that the Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) should follow up and communicate the accessibility status of polling stations and voting places prior to elections. The report also proposed that voters are informed through the dispatch of the voting card about the possibility of contacting the municipality for information about the accessibility of the premises and mobile voting clerk (ambulerande rötsmottagare).[footnoteRef:213] [213:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2021) “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), government official report SOU 2021:96, 15 December 2021, p. 208.] 


In the report published by the Election Authority (Valmyndigheten), “Experiences from the Elections 2022” (Erfarenheter från valen 2022), the Authority reports that they received comments from municipalities that it is difficult to find premises for polling stations and voting places that are accessible and at the same time has a good location. 86 percent of the municipalities responded to the post-election survey that they used the checklist for accessible elections produced by the Agency for Participation, mentioned above. However, the municipalities often find it difficult to find polling stations and voting places that meet the requirements of the checklist. In some cases, the polling stations and voting places need to be adapted, through both temporary and permanent measures, in order to meet the requirements. This is despite the fact that many of the premises used during elections are public, such as schools and preschools, and thus must already be accessible according to law. The Election Authority highlights that it is problematic if it is the responsibility of the election administration to ensure accessibility in public spaces that should already meet the accessibility requirements.[footnoteRef:214] [214:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) Experiences from the elections 2022 (Erfarenheter från valen 2022), 15 February 2023, p. 41.] 


In 2019, the Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) published the report “Accessibility in the General Election 2018” (Tillgänglighet i det allmänna valet 2018). The report is based on the results of two surveys answered by the participants the Agency’s panel called “Rivkraft”. The participants in Rivkraft all have an impairment.[footnoteRef:215] 36 percent of the participants experienced shortcomings in accessibility when they went to vote. It was about both physical and cognitive inaccessibility. 26 percent of the participants reported that the accessibility of the voting booths was inadequate, and 28 percent reported that the ballot papers were difficult to reach. 23 percent reported that the premises were difficult to get into and 10 percent that the premises were inadequate accessible. 12 percent reported that there were no parking spaces nearby.[footnoteRef:216] [215:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Survey panel (Undersökningspanel), official webpage, accessed 2 November 2023.]  [216:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) (2019) Accessibility in the General Election 2018 (Tillgänglighet i det allmänna valet 2018), 2019:3.] 


According to the Swedish Agency for Participation’s (Myndigheten för delaktighet) annual report 2022, there were also obstacles and challenges for the persons with disabilities who voted in the 2022 election. In connection with the election, the Agency conducted a survey through the panel “Rivkraft”. The responses showed several shortcomings. Such shortcomings included inaccessible ballot papers and voting booths, ballot papers that are difficult to reach, and problems getting into and navigating the premises. The long queues that arose during the 2022 elections were also reported as a major problem.[footnoteRef:217] In total, 45 percent of the participants in the panel Rivkraft experienced that the accessibility during voting was very good, 28 percent fairly good, 12 percent fairly poor and 4 percent very poor.[footnoteRef:218] [217:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) (2023) Follow-up of the disability policy 2022 (Uppföljning av funktionshinderspolitiken 2022), March 2023, p. 57.]  [218:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Survey panel Rivkraft – pre elections 2022 (Undersökningspanelen Rivkraft – efter valen 2022), question 21.] 


In August 2022, the Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt) published a survey on its website where organisations representing persons with disabilities could report obstacles to voting that had come to their attention. It was possible to choose several options in the survey. The most common obstacle reported was a lack of accessibility at the polling station. Reports also showed a lack of assistance with voting, a lack of access to voting cards, a lack of access to escorting (ledsagning) and a lack of information about voting. Several persons chose to answer ”other obstacle", such as long queue times and queues, difficulties in voting by messenger, crowds hindering the picking up of ballot papers, inaccessible ballot papers and envelopes, poor lighting in the polling station, inaccessible signage in polling stations, poor wayfinding and no accessible parking spaces.[footnoteRef:219] [219:  Sweden, Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt) (2023) Obstacles to voting in the 2022 elections (Hinder för att rösta i valet 2022), 2023, p. 15.] 


	Is data available on the proportion of public buildings that are accessible for persons with disabilities?
	No data identified
	In Sweden, there is currently no follow-up of accessibility in public buildings and public places at the national level. The Swedish National Board of Housing, Building and Planning (Boverket) reports that they have no such data.[footnoteRef:220] [220:  Sweden, email correspondence with representative from the Swedish National Board of Housing, Building and Planning (Boverket), 3 November 2023.] 


According to the Agency for Participation’s (Myndigheten för delaktighet) follow-up surveys of municipalities[footnoteRef:221] and regions[footnoteRef:222] in 2022, almost all actors work to some or a large extent to ensure that there is ongoing work to improve accessibility in existing premises where they operate.[footnoteRef:223] 43 per cent of Sweden's municipalities state that they to a large extent ensure that there is ongoing work to improve accessibility in existing buildings where municipal activities are conducted. 55 percent of Sweden's municipalities state that they ensure this to some extent. 2 percent state that they do not ensure this at all.[footnoteRef:224] 59 per cent of Sweden's regions state that they to a large extent ensure that ongoing work is carried out to improve accessibility in existing premises where regional operations are conducted. 41% state that they ensure this to some extent.[footnoteRef:225] 52 per cent of Sweden's government authorities state that they have made an inventory of accessibility for persons with disabilities in most parts of the authorities’ premises.[footnoteRef:226] [221:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Results of the follow-up of municipalities 2022 (Resultat från uppföljning av kommuner 2022), 2023:17.]  [222:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Results of the follow-up of regions 2022 (Resultat från uppföljning av regioner 2022), 2023:14. ]  [223:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) (2023) Follow-up of the disability policy 2022 (Uppföljning av funktionshinderspolitiken 2022), March 2023.]  [224:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Results of the follow-up of municipalities 2022 (Resultat från uppföljning av kommuner 2022), 2023:17.]  [225:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Results of the follow-up of regions 2022 (Resultat från uppföljning av regioner 2022), 2023:14.]  [226:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) Results of the follow-up of authorities 2022 (Resultat från uppföljning av myndigheter 2022), 2023:16.] 
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Positive development: Legislative amendments and public inquiry on accessibility in elections 

In Sweden, the government appointed a parliamentary committee in 2020 to strengthen the electoral system's resilience against manipulations, enhancing protection for free and secret elections, and increasing accessibility for certain voter groups.[footnoteRef:227] The 2020 Election Inquiry submitted its first sub-report to the government in January 2021 to enable the proposals to be implemented in time for the general elections in 2022.[footnoteRef:228] On 1 February 2022, a number of legislative amendments in the Election Act on accessibility for persons with disabilities in voting places and polling stations entered into force. As outlined in chapter 1 above, the amendments concerned the duty of voting clerks or another person to provide assistance in voting to voters who cannot personally prepare their votes owing to an impairment or similar.[footnoteRef:229] The same applies for voters who, owing to an impairment or similar, cannot personally take their ballot papers in the screened-off area where the ballot papers are laid out.[footnoteRef:230] Another amendment concerns the responsibility of the central election authority to produce training material concerning the election[footnoteRef:231] and that this material must be used for the training of voting clerks. Only those who have received such training may be appointed as voting clerks.[footnoteRef:232] The amendments were applied for the first time concerning the 2022 elections.  [227:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2020) Enhanced Protection Against Manipulation of the Electoral System (Stärkt skydd mot manipulationer av valsystemet), committee directive 2020:30, 26 March 2020.]  [228:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2021) Enhanced Protection for Voters at the Polling Stations (Förstärkt skydd för väljarna vid röstmottagningen), government official report SOU 2021:7, 27 January 2021.]  [229:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 3, 1 February 2022. According to the Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) the voting clerks can, for example, help by putting the ballot paper in the ballot envelope or putting a cross for a candidate, see; Sweden, Election authority (Valmyndigheten) Assistance when voting in premises (Hjälp vid röstning i lokal), official webpage, accessed 31 October 2023.]  [230:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 8, section 2(a), 1 February 2022.]  [231:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 3, section 1, 1 February 2022.]  [232:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 3, section 5, 1 February 2022.] 


In December 2021, the 2020 Election Inquiry submitted its final report “Security and accessibility in elections” (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val) to the government.[footnoteRef:233] The Inquiry proposes measures targeting the current voting procedure to improve the opportunity for voter groups facing difficulties in exercising their voting rights. Such proposals include measures that enable people with visual impairments to cast their votes without revealing the secrecy of the ballot. The Inquiry proposes, among other things, a new provision in the Election Act that clarifies that accessibility encompasses not only the nature of the premises but also the voting procedure and information to voters. It is proposed that the Election Authority should collect information on the accessibility status of polling stations and voting places and when and how voters can request mobile voting clerks. The Authority should provide this information on its website. The Inquiry proposes an expansion of the voter groups that can use mobile voting clerks. It is proposed that it should be clarified in the training for limited legal guardians and legal administrators that they should, as far as possible, help their principal to be able to exercise their voting rights.[footnoteRef:234] The Inquiry also includes accessibility for voters with visual impairments. This is addressed in the section about the negative developments below.  [233:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2021) “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), government official report SOU 2021:96, 15 December 2021.]  [234:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2021) “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), government official report SOU 2021:96, 15 December 2021, pp. 24-28.] 


The report “Security and accessibility in elections” was submitted for consultation during 2022.[footnoteRef:235] Many stakeholders welcomed the proposals from the 2020 Election Inquiry, but also noted that additional measures are needed to address deficiencies regarding accessibility in elections. The Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsmannen) suggested that a national overview of accessibility and measures to improve it should be compiled by the Election Authority after each election. The Equality Ombudsman also proposed the implementation of a procedure regarding incidents and public complaints concerning inadequate accessibility at polling stations, the voting process or the information provided to voters.[footnoteRef:236] The need for such an incident reporting procedure was also emphasised by Civil Rights Defenders[footnoteRef:237] and the Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt). The Swedish Disability Rights Federation further suggested that proposals related to coordination, supervision, legal standing, and accreditation of election observers should be clarified with regard to accessibility and political participation for persons with disabilities.[footnoteRef:238] The Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) emphasised the importance of thoroughly mapping and communicating the allocation of responsibility in cases of insufficient accessibility and connected risks, such as revealing the secrecy of the vote. Such mapping must include whether the Discrimination Act is applicable in situations where individuals are directly or indirectly prevented from exercising their right to vote due to insufficient accessibility and treatment.[footnoteRef:239] [235:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2022), “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), consultation response, 12 May 2022.]  [236:  Sweden, Equality Ombudsman (Diskrimineringsombudsmannen) “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), consultation response, SOU 2021:96, 7 April 2022.]  [237:  Sweden, Civil Rights Defenders “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), consultation response, SOU 2021:96, 25 April 2022.]  [238:  Sweden, Swedish Disability Rights Federation (Funktionsrätt) “Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), consultation response, SOU 2021:96, 13 April 2022.]  [239:  Sweden, Agency for Participation (Myndigheten för delaktighet) (2022) “Security and accessibility in elections” (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), consultation response, SOU 2021:96, 22 April 2022.] 


Negative development: Accessibility for person with visual impairment to vote with preserved voting secrecy 

In Sweden, there is a legal duty to provide assistance in voting to persons with visual impairments at the polling stations and voting places. Voters who cannot personally prepare their votes owing to an impairment or similar, must upon request be given assistance in this by a voting clerk (röstmottagare) to the extent necessary.[footnoteRef:240] The same provision states that such voters may also engage another person to help them to vote. In addition, voters who, owing to an impairment or similar, cannot personally take their ballot papers in the screened-off area where the ballot papers are laid out must, upon request, be given assistance in this by the voting clerks, to the extent that is necessary. Such voters may also engage another person to help them with this.[footnoteRef:241] The voting clerks have a duty of secrecy regarding information on how a voter casts the vote.[footnoteRef:242] However, this provision does not apply to relatives and other persons assisting a voter.[footnoteRef:243] [240:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 7, section 3, 1 February 2022. According to the Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) the voting clerks can, for example, help by putting the ballot paper in the ballot envelope or putting a cross for a candidate, see; Sweden, Election authority (Valmyndigheten) Assistance when voting in premises (Hjälp vid röstning i lokal), official webpage, accessed 31 October 2023.]  [241:  Sweden, Elections Act (Vallag [2005:837]), chapter 8, section 2(a), 1 February 2022.]  [242:  Sweden, Public Access to Information and Secrecy Act (Offentlighets- och sekretesslag [2009:400]), chapter 40, section 1, 30 June 2009.]  [243:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2004) New Election Act (Ny Vallag), government bill 2004/05:163, 26 May 205, p. 98.] 


A problem with the current voting procedure concerns the lacking opportunity of casting votes in person while maintaining the secrecy of the ballot. If a person with visual impairment request assistance at the polling station to prepare their vote or request help in selecting the correct ballot paper, there is a risk of revealing the secrecy of the ballot to the person providing assistance. In its report "Experiences from the 2022 Elections" (Erfarenheter från valen 2022), the Election Authority states that it has long been known that persons with visual impairments do not have the opportunity to cast their votes in person while maintaining the secrecy of their ballot. According to the Election Authority, they have repeatedly addressed this urgent need for improvement.[footnoteRef:244] The same issue has been consistently highlighted by disability organisations.[footnoteRef:245] [244:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) Experiences from the elections 2022 (Erfarenheter från valen 2022), 15 February 2023, pp. 4 and 7.]  [245:  See for example, Sweden, The Swedish Association of Persons with Visual Impairments (Synskadades Riksförbund) The right to secrecy of the ballot should be a right for everyone (Valhemligheten ska vara en rättighet för alla), official webpage, accessed 13 December 2023.] 


The 2020 Election Inquiry mentioned above was tasked with considering and proposing measures that can contribute to allowing persons with visual impairments to vote in person without revealing the secrecy of the ballot to anyone.[footnoteRef:246] In its final report “Security and accessibility in elections” (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), the Inquiry proposed that certain assistive technologies for people with visual impairments presented by the Research Institutes of Sweden (RISE) should be further developed.[footnoteRef:247] In May 2022, the former government assigned the Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) to, in collaboration with RISE, further develop and finalize one or more prototypes of aids that can be used by persons with visual impairments at a polling station to find and take the correct ballot paper from the ballot paper stand and to cast both a party and a personal vote without assistance.[footnoteRef:248] The government assignment was allocated specific funds for 2022 and was expected to receive continued funding for 2023 and 2024, provided that the Parliament allocated funds through decisions on the state budget. One or more prototypes would be ready to be tested in time for the 2024 European Parliament elections. The work began in the autumn of 2022. However, in November 2022, the government assignment on assistive technologies for people with visual impairments was cancelled as no funds were allocated in the budget bill for 2023.[footnoteRef:249] [246:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2020) Enhanced Protection Against Manipulation of the Electoral System (Stärkt skydd mot manipulationer av valsystemet), Committee Directive 2020:30, 26 March 2020.]  [247:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2021) Security and accessibility in elections (Säkerhet och tillgänglighet vid val), government official report SOU 2021:96, 15 December 2021, p. 232-241.]  [248:  Sweden, Ministry of Justice (Justitiedepartementet) (2022) Assignment to further develop aids for people with visual impairments to be able to vote while maintaining the secrecy of the ballot (Uppdrag att vidareutveckla hjälpmedel till personer med synnedsättning att kunna rösta med bibehållen valhemlighet), government assignment Ju2022/00209, 30 May 2022.]  [249:  Sweden, Election Authority (Valmyndigheten) (2022) Government assignment on assistive technologies at voting paused (Regeringsuppdrag om hjälpmedel vid röstning pausas), press release, 21 November 2023.] 
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Research project on political participation for persons with intellectual disabilities building on the civil society accessibility initiative “My Choice”

This research project aims to contribute new knowledge about the obstacles faced by persons with intellectual disabilities in exercising democratic rights. The project addresses which barriers can be overcome through institutional changes as well as how these barriers pose a problem from a democratic perspective. The project is conducted by researchers from Uppsala University, Örebro University, and the association Begripsam. The project runs from January 1 2022, to December 31 2024, and is funded by the Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet). The project combines an empirical study where persons with intellectual disabilities themselves have a voice with a normative study that reconsiders what the democratic idea of equal consideration and respect requires in a situation with varying opportunities for democratic participation.[footnoteRef:250] [250:  Sweden, Uppsala University (Uppsala universitet) Barriers and Opportunities for Political Participation of Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities (Hinder och möjligheter för intellektuellt funktionsnedsattas politiska deltagande), official webpage, accessed 13 December 2023.] 


In the empirical part of the project, researchers study the accessibility initiative, “My choice” (Mitt val).[footnoteRef:251] My choice is a method that makes voting and politics accessible for individuals with intellectual disabilities. The method has been developed by the education association SV (Studieförbundet vuxenskolan), the Swedish National Association “FUB”. It is based on a study circle with easy-to-read information about how Sweden's democracy functions and is structured. The method includes an easy-to-understand election discussion where politicians answer participants' questions. My choice is not only about facilitating the voting process in the polling station but also about creating conditions for making an informed political decision. By following the study circles leading up to the 2022 elections, researchers map perceived obstacles and evaluate the possibility of overcoming these obstacles with a type of intervention like My choice.[footnoteRef:252] [251:  Sweden, SV (Studieförbundet vuxenskolan) The method My Choice (Metoden Mitt val), official webpage, accessed 13 December 2023.]  [252:  Sweden, Uppsala University (Uppsala universitet) Barriers and Opportunities for Political Participation of Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities (Hinder och möjligheter för intellektuellt funktionsnedsattas politiska deltagande), official webpage, accessed 13 December 2023.] 


The normative part of the project questions the perception that it is democratically unproblematic to exclude individuals from political participation based on abilities or perceptions of abilities. The results from the normative study have implications for the issue of realizing voting rights for persons with intellectual disabilities but also for the question of voting rights for other groups such as persons under 18.[footnoteRef:253] [253:  Sweden, Uppsala University (Uppsala universitet) Barriers and Opportunities for Political Participation of Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities (Hinder och möjligheter för intellektuellt funktionsnedsattas politiska deltagande), official webpage, accessed 13 December 2023.] 
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